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Pattern and Palette of Place
A Landscape and Aesthetics Master Plan for the
Nevada State Highway System

Presentad by Susen Meriingvich, P.E.; Assistant Transporiation Direcior, NDOT
Merk ENscn Haversien, FASLA, AICP; Universily of Nevsda, Lss Vegas

How the Master Plan was Developed

May 2000

The State Transportation Board and
NDOT bagan the master planning
process to improve landscape and
aesthetic policies, guidelines,
practices, procedures, and
standards.

October 2000

A broad-based ciizen's advisory
committee was formed to to make
recommendations o the State
Transportation Board.
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How the Master Plan was Developed
July 2001

UNLYV signed an Intericcal agreement
with NDOT to

+ research highway landscape and
aesthetis programs across the
nation,

« facilitate the planning process, and
*prepare the master pian,

January - April 2002

Public mestings were heid in Elko,
Lasg Vegas, Reno, and Sparks.

Written commaents were acceptad
throughout the master planning
process.

How the Master Plan was Developed

Participation

Stats Transportation Board
Landscape wnd Aasthetics
Acvigory Consrites

Navads Dupartmant of
Transporation

University of Neveds, Lyz Vegas

& Landacape Architacturs and
WA, Carpen OO, Pinnning P rogram

Tachnical Raview Commites

A Vislon For the State Highway System
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We envision a systam of state highways that reflect the land and
people of Nevada.

We belleve that Nevada should have highways that are aesthetically
pleasing, as well a3 safe and cost effective.

Therefore, no state highway is complete until landscape and
assthetics are considered and ackdressed.

Statewide Policles

Landscape and Aesthet]
Policy

It s the policy of the State of
Nevada that landscape and
aesthetics will be considerad
along with all other design
factors In all transportation
projects throughout their life

cycles.
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Statewide Policies

Policy on Partnarships

The principles of context-sensitive
tlesign gulde the development of
trangportation projects.

Local communitias, the pultic,
other permitting agencies, and the
private sector are encouraged o be
involved In planning, design,
construction, and maintenance of

Statewide Policies

Policy for the NDOT
Landscape and Assthatics
Program

Landscape and aesthatic
treatmants will emphasize
regionally appropriate matenials
and drought-resistant plants,

bk transportation projects to express
the unique hertage, culture, and
environment of the state and its
communities,
5
Statewide Policles

Pelicy on Funding

Local governments, private
citizens, civic groups, and the
business communiy are
sncouraged to work with NDCOT
develop cooperative ag t
for funding the design,
canstruction, 2nd maintenance of
fandscape and aesthetic
Improvements.

The Master Plan defines the Landscape
and Aesthetic Planning Process
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The Master Plan identifies eleven
highway corridors

A highway corrider 1s a langth of
highway right-of-way and its
assoclated secondary roads.

The length of a corridor is based on
tha character of its andscape.

Ih general, corrkdors begin and end at
the state border or at one of our larger
cities.
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The Master Plan address four highway
types and three types of features.

Highway Typas
Livkuans Froevaryt {p. 38) Cary Sreety (p. 48) Rursl Higtmeys [p. 57) Open Space (p.58)
AR

Features

The Master Plan presents guidelines and
examples.

Landscaps and Aesthetic
opportunsities
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Example - Urban Freeways:
Landscape and Aesthetic Opportunities
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Urban Freeway Conceptual Designs
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Urban Freeway Guidelines:
Bridges and Interchanges

Aesthetlc Guldellnes
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Funding
the landacape and aesthatlc program Is
the biggest fssue. Five types of activities
mizst be funded to make the landscaps
and ansthetics program work,

How Decisions Affect Costs

Some treatments that improve the appearance of our highways are
inciuded In the notmal process of designing, constructing, and maintaining
a highway. They ARE NOT landacape and aesthetic costs.

Some treatmenta go beyend what ls naeded for safety or environmental
reasons. Thesa treatments ARE landscape and aesthetic costs,

Examples that ARE landscape
and aeathetic costs
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Funding New Construction
and Capacity Improvements

As a general ruie, 3% of total
preject construction costs on
new construction and capacity
Improvements can be allocated {3
to landscape and aesthetic
traatments. NDOT wiil pay
consultant costs for landscape
and aesthatic design.

Funding Corridor Plans

Getobar 1, 2002 - § 2 milllon per year

will be mads available from exdsting funds to
accolarta comidor planning snd compiete a2
many comkior gfans as possible during the frst
two years of the program.

Qctober 1, 2004 - The $2 milkon per year wil go
nbo & 3950 comimunity matching grant
program for retrofiting edsting highways with
land: and aswthetl

Ociober 1, 2004 - NDOT wil cantribute
$580,000 par yoar to compiats the remaining
camidor planz, which ix sxpacted to take no
mase than ¥ addiional yews, Werminating
Saplember 30, 2007. Program and funding witl
be re-avaluated at this ime.




Funding Retrofits and Maintenance

Retrofitting typically is Initiated by
requests from local governmants, private
parties, or non-profit organizations.
Funding comes from varied sources.

Long-term Malntenance
typically will ke shared betwesn NDQT
and local govemiments, with written
agreements In place befors the
fandscape projact Is instalied.

Genarally, NDOT wiil hire the
maintenance contractor and then involce
the local govemmant for the costs, in
accordance with the written ag it

The future of the Nevada highway system
is at stake,
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As the landscape and aesthelics program takes built form,
we hope that Nevada's citizens and visitors will experience
2 newfound kinship with our unigue land.




