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Henderson District Public Libraries
Testimony on SB 308
Senate Committee on Taxation
April 1, 2003

Good Evening, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Senate Committee on Taxation. | am
w Director of Henderson District Public Libraries. We are a County
Library District governed by a Board of five Trusiees appointed by the Clark County
Commission and two Trustees appointed by the City of Henderson through Interlocal

agreement. We are a special taxing district funded by Ad Valorem and Consolidated
- Tax revenue.

After careful study of SB 308 we find it would have a devastating effect on our ability to
provide library services to our citizens. Ad valorem is 67% of our revenue. OQur ad
valorem rate is just over $.05, by far the lowest of any of the four library districts.
Because of the rapid growth rate in Henderson and the low ad valorem rate, we have
the second lowest number of books per capita in the State of Nevada. Hovering at one
book per capita, we have less than half the statewide average and one-quarter the
national average. We also have only slightly more than half the square footage
recommended by national guidelines to serve our population. We opened the first new
library building since (989 in Henderson last August. It was built with growth revenues
carefully saved over seven years at a time when interest rates were high. Because we
feel conditions will never again exist to repeat this kind of savings, passage of bonds
and additional operating rate in the future continue to be a high priority, even though we
have failed this year to pass a tax initiative.

We have prepared three charts to show the following:

CHART #1 Over the past three years our services grew at a much faster pace than our
assessed valuation, with library materials circulation growing 13.4%, 21.6%, and 62.5%.
New library cards issued grew at 101.7%, 49.3% and 58.0%

CHART #2 If this bill had been in effect over the past ten years, $4,645,590 would have
been rebated to the state. Coincidentally, that amount plus interest earned on it was the
cost of our new library.

CHART #3 The percentage of revenue rebated to the State under this bill will grow
from 7.17% in FY 2005, to 47.35% in FY 2023.

The effect of this bill will be to freeze or degrade Henderson District Public Libraries
services from current levels at a time of exceeding high growth and demand. it will
effectively eliminate the ability to pass additional bonds and operating rate as the district
continues to grow. It will solidify Henderson's position at the bottom of the expenditures
per capita and books and materials owned and circulated. it will stop our many
innovative and progressive reading programs for children and seniors in their tracks.
Passage of this bill would be a devastating blow to library services for the citizens of
Henderson.

EXHIBIT X Committee on Taxation
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