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To the Honorable Chair, Senator Amodei, and Committee Members of the Senate
Judiciary,

My name is Sandy Hellman. I am a foster and adoptive parent of 8 children. Today, I
appear before you on behalf of The Northeastern Nevada Foster and Adoptive Parents’
Association, where 1 serve as Vice-President. We fully support SB 267 which opens
records to adult adoptees, and we seek your aye vote.

Nevada began sealing adoption records in 1953, as a means to protect the child and their
newly formed family from intrusion and from the stigma of illegitimacy. The first and
foremost concern was the best interest of the child, which remains at the heart of adoption
in Nevada today. As we look to the public image of adoption in the 1950s, we can clearly
see that social workers were concerned about intrusion from birthmothers, who may have
regretted their decision of relinquishment of their child. There were repeated cases of
birthmothers following the newly formed adoptive family, even to the point of what we
today call stalking. The Las Vegas Sun published an article by reporter Archie Teague in
1954 which stated: “Any social worker will tell you the first thing to consider in
protecting a child is keeping secret from the natural mother the names of adoptive
parents.” This is why records were sealed in Nevada. This is our true history. It is not
fair to claim decades later that it was some design to assure anonymous relinquishment
for birthparents, or to keep adoptees from knowing the full facts of their birth and
adoption.

A few months ago, in October of 2002, our daughter was abducted by her birthmother.
Nicki was taken from our neighborhood in Elko, Nevada. Thanks to a successful Amber
Alert, she was found safe on a Texas highway and we were on the next plane to join her.
It was an adoptive parents’ worst nightmare — having a birthparent come back for a child.
We lived this nightmare. We understand the good work of the 1953 legislature that sealed
court records here in Nevada. We understand why this action was taken - in the best
interests of the child. However, adoption practioners today understand that openness and
adult adoptee access to their own records serves them best - and is indeed considered best
adoption practice.

So even with this experience my family has endured, I come before you today to speak to
the best interests of the child. The child now grown. To the restoration of rights to aduits,
adopted as children, to access their own true birth and adoption records. We are speaking
now of adults. Adults we have raised with love and candor. We believe in our grown
children, that they have instilled within them the values of honesty and truth. With
dignity and full vested rights as American citizens, grant them access to their state held
records on par with non-adopted adults.

We ask that this legislative body continue to consider the best interests of the child - now
grown. We seek your aye vote on SB 267.
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AMBER ALERT

Canceled Tuesday October 8th.

Less than a day after the state activated Austin's first
Amber Alert, the missing teen has heen found safe.

The Texas DPS located 14-year-old Nicole Hellman who is
also known as Nikki Lightfoot Wednesday afternoon on
Interstate Highway 37.

They aiso arrested her biclogical mom and a man, The case had Austin drivers on
alert through the night and into Wednesday.

"It's a big deal. We want it to be a big deal. When we put it out, we want people to
say, 'Oh no we need to keep an eye out for this," Mange said.

That's exactly what Austin drivers have been doing since the state activated the
area's first Amber Alert.

"I noticed the signs that said kidnapped child," Austin driver Desirre McClurg said,
"I immediately started looking' around for a Chevy truck iooking."

Looking for the truck police officers in Elko, Nevada believe could lead law
enforcement to the missing Nevada teen.

"Alerts have gone out. We're just not quite sure if they were appropriate in this
circumstance,"” Mange said.

Worries for validity of the alert and the safety of the child are confirmed on Elko's
Web site where officers caution that the man she could be with is armed and
dangerous.

"It has to be believed that this child is in immediate physical danger and that's
what the Elko police department told us when they contacted us last night," Mange
said. -

Credits: worldNow and KXAN 36 TV, Austin Tx.

http://codeamber.org/lightfoot/
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This page can be printed as a flyer. Please print and circulate!

Found Safe

Nicole Lightfoot Hellman

If ymi have information concerning this abduction, pleése contact:
Elko Police Department (775) 777-7300, or
The Polly Klaas® Foundation (800) 587-4357

http://www .pollyklaas.org/hellman.htm
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Abductee ‘nformation:

Nickname: Nicky

Date Missing: 10/5/02

Missing from: Elko, NV

Dat: of Birth: 1/1/88

Age at Disappearance: 14 years
Raze: Caucasian

Sex: Female

Height: 4'11"

Weight: 75 lbs.

cyes: Green

Hair: Blonde, flipped under bob.

. Abductor: Lois Renae Lightfoot
. Alias: 'Sassy,’ 'Brittany,’ 'Hickman' (last

name)
Non-Custodial Mother
Date of Birth: 8/6/70

- Race: Caucasian
- Sex: Female
" Height: 5'6"

Weight: 115 lbs.
Eyes: Brown

" Hair: Bleached Blonde, naturally Dirty

Blonde.
Other: Tattoo of a vine around her right
ankle.

htto://www .pollyklaas.org/hellman.htm

- Last Seen Wearing: White crochet duster

type sweater, pale pink turtleneck, Nike _
tennis shoes with lime-green 'swoosh,' blue
denim flare-bottom jeans.

Circumstances: Nicole Hellman
disappeared the evening of October 5, 2002
while riding her bicycle near her home in
Elko, Nevada. Her bicycle was found
around the corner from her home. She may

. be traveling with Lois 'Sassy' Lightfoot in a

white pickup truck. A warrant for

. Kidnapping has been issued for the

abductor. They may be traveling to Texas
or Florida.

“Nicole Hellman was located safe in Texas
on October 9, 2002,

)+
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Less than a day after the state activated Austin's first Amber I d Link
Alert, the missing teen has been found safe, Related Links

ist of links:
The Texas DPS located 14-year-old Nicole Hellman who is also Here Is a fist of lin

known as Nikki Lightfoot Wednesday afternoon on Interstate ¢ Texas Association of
Highway 37. Broadcasters

® Texas DPS
They also arrested her biological mom and a man. The case
had Austin drivers on alert through the night and into Wednesday.

"It's a big deal. We want it to be a big deal. When we put it out, we want people to say, 'Oh no
we need to keep an eye out for this," Mange said.

That's exactly what Austin drivers have been doing since the state activated the area's first
Amber Alert.

"I noticed the signs that said kidnapped child," Austin driver Desirre McClurg said, "I immediately
started looking' around for a Chevy truck looking."

Looking for the truck police officers in Elko, Nevada believe could lead law enforcement to the
missing Nevada teen.

"Alerts have gone out. We're just not quite sure if they were appropriate in this circumstance,"
Mange said.

Worries for validity of the alert and the safety of the child are confirmed on Elko's Web site where
officers caution that the man she could be with is armed and dangerous.

"It has to be believed that this child is in immediate physical danger and that's what the Elko
police department told us when they contacted us last night," Mange said.

So while Amber's Austin debut may not have gone off without a hitch, you won't hear any drivers
complaining.

"I think it's a great idea," Austin driver Frances Hunter said, "I thought it was a good thing
because if police people are looking see the vehicle and have a phone, they can phone it in and
help maybe catch them whoever they are."

This Amber Alert marks the second activated by the state. The first involved the case of the baby
snatched from a2 Walmart in Abilene.

A case must meet certain criteria before it can become an Amber Alert including one that proves
the child is in immediate physical danger.
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