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Senate Bill 267 March 28, 2003

To the Honorable Chair and Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee,

Good morning, my name is Carolyn Hansen Follis. At 12:10 am, Feb. 25, 1979 in the
William B Reilly Hospital in Ely, Nevada, I became a member of the category the
adoption tri-ad refers to as “Birthmother”. A healthy 9 Ib. 10 oz. boy was born and
placed for adoption through the Las Vegas LDS Social Services.

I greatly appreciate the opportunity to speak to you in support of Senate Bill 267 on
behalf of Nevada Open, and to provide testimony and other examples (attached as
exhibits,) to dispel the myth that “birthmothers” are “promised” that their identities will
be kept confidential.

The exhibits are relinquishment docs, provided by Paula Long, signed in Nevada in 1973
by a “birthmother”, and another signed by a “birthfather”. I hope you’ll take special note
of Section 7, which clearly states:

“No promises, other than those contained herein, have been made to me by the
Welfare Division of the Department of Health, Welfare and Rehabilitation, and no
agreements, other than those contained herein, have been entered into between

myself and the Welfare Division of the Department of Health, Welfare and
Rehabilitation.”

No Promise of confidentiality nor anonymity are in the form.

In Section 9, already absent from promises, parental rights are relinquished, and service

of all process and notice on hearing of any petition and proceeding for the adoption of the
minor are expressly waived.

“ further relinquish all natural and parental rights to the custody and control of
said minor child and waive notice and service of any and all process and notice on
the hearing of any petition and proceeding which may hereafter be brought for the
adoption of said minor child."

I am here to let you know, in my case, not only was confidentiality not promised, the
exact opposite occurred. The agency representative made an oral “promised” that a letter
I had written including identifying and contact information would be given to my son
when he turned 18. A “promise”, 18 years and three months later, the agency told me the
representative had no authority to make ...the agencies policy was that letters are not
given to_adoptees, nor are the letters kept in their files. Not great news for a
“hirthmother” to find out 18 years and three months to late.

I tell you this, not to point out “poor me” but to show to each of you:
Just as it is not practical for the government, or the courts, to enforce the

“promises” made to a 17 year old girl by the LDS Social Services {(even if made
to induce the placement of that healthy baby boy), ... the government and the
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courts SHOULD NOT take on the enforcement of “promises” made by agencies
(not in a position to bind the government or courts) simply because the agencies
or birthmothers claim the “promise” of confidentiality was necessary to secure the
placement for adoption.

Prior to 1973, when records sealed in Nevada to adult adoptees, except by court order,
birthparents had an expectation that their relinquished children would have a right to
know their identities and full circumstance of birth. That was a promise made to

thousands of birthmothers. And it remained a hope. When records sealed, that promise
was broken.

In summary,

0 the relinquishment forms signed expressly disclaim that additional
promises or warrantees have been made and waive further rights of notice
regarding the adoption;

a agencies, religious, regional, or well meaning as they may be, do not have
the authority to bind the governmental actions ... or said another way the

agency promises do not dictate your actions, only their own (if they are
honorable);

o honoring only the promises of “privacy” gives disparate treatment and
enforcement to the oral “promises” made by the agencies

o concerns regarding “embarrassment” or “disruption to families” do not
preciude the legislators or the courts when dealing with paternity suites;
such concerns should not be given more weight than the equal treatment
of adult adoptees in obtaining a true and accurate copy of their birth
certificate and other vital documents.

o Adoption is designed to focus first and foremost the best interests of the
child. I strongly urge you to continue to focus on this objective as you
craft and enact your Legislation. Open Records to adult adoptees are in
the best interest of the adoptee as the studies continue bring forward
better understanding of this principal.

Thank you very much for this opportunity. Please support SB 267.

Best Regards,

Carolyn Follis, Esq.
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