DISCLAIMER

Electronic versions of the exhibits in these minutes may
not be complete.

This information is supplied as an informational service
only and should not be relied upon as an official record.

Original exhibits are on file at the Legislative Counsel
Bureau Research Library in Carson City.

Contact the Library at (775) 684-6827 or
library@Icb.state.nv.us.
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States with Sunshine in Litigation Statutes

Arkansas 7 Indiana 13. Oregon
California 8. Louisiana 14.  South Carolina
Delaware 9, Michigan 15. Texas

Florida 10.  New Jersey 16.  Virginia
Georgia 11.  New York 17.  Washington
Idaho 12.  North Carolina

The Legacy of Secret Settlements

Product Years Kept Secret Death and Injury toll
Zomax, McNeil 12 14 deaths, 403 life
Laboratories threatening allergic
reactions
General Motors Fuel Tanks 15 At least 750 deaths
Bjork-Shiley Heart Valves 6 At least 248 deaths
Bic Lighters 7 10 deaths, total burn

injuries unknown

Asbestos 40 + Total deaths and injuries
incalculable
Dalkon Shield, A.H. Robins 15 11 deaths, 209 septic

abortions, thousands of
reported injuries

Firestone Tires 10 148 deaths, S00 injuries
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ThiF|S|suiM|T|w| EDITORIAL: Sealed shut

>> Complete Archive_

OPINION
Today's Headlines

* Columnists For the third time in a decade, the Legislature will debate
:g—:%:—mi legislation preventing state judges from sealing

. _d.ﬁ.neg to th settlements in lawsuits involving public hazards.

Editor

* Jim Day Cartoon Gallery

In previous efforts -- 1991 and 2001 -- business interests
successfully killed similar bills. They shouldn't be so short-
sighted this time.

Proponents of Senate Bill 251 note that when the courts

CLICK HERE keep secret many settlements involving corporate liability,

individual citizens are deprived of information they could
use to protect themselves, and companies have less
incentive to act responsibly,

CHANNEL DIRECTORY

b Arts & Entertainment
» Auto Guide That's true -- and, in fact, efforts to keep the public in the
dark about any aspect of our judicial system should be
¥ Lasinos & Hotels vigorously opposed.
r Cominunity
» E-forums The business groups, however, argue that publicizing these
deals would only encourage unscrupulous attorneys
b Employment looking for deep pockets. That is a legitimate concern,
» Food & Dining
» Fun & Games But the answer isn't throwing up the cloak of secrecy,
» Health & Fitness
b Home & Garden Rather, companies fearing frivolous lawsuits should
me welcome public scrutiny as motivation to fight the tactics
> Money of bottom-feeding attorneys simply looking to exploit the
» Rea] Estate legal system to extort large monetary awards from
R i businesses who have done nothing wrong but see it as
> Recreation cheaper to settle than fight.
P Relocation
* Shopping & Coupong A good argument can be made that sealing settlements in
and of itseif only encourages further lawsuits by
» TYechnology
ecang . telegraphing a company's willingness to pay up rather than
» Traffic & Transportation defend itself.
» Travel
b Weather The public has a right to know the resolution of judicial
. proceedings -- especially those involving products that
b Weddings

http://www.revicwjournal.com/lvrj_home/ZOOB/Mar-12-Wed-2003/opinion/20865614.htm1
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> Aboutthesite - could present a danger. Concerns about sleazy attorneys
and the judges who abet them must not override that
Contact the R-J fundamental tenet, and should be addressed through more

aggressive tort reform.
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