DISCLAIMER

Electronic versions of the exhibits in these minutes may
not be complete.

This information is supplied'asan informational service
only and should not be relied upon as an official record.

Original exhibits are on file at the Legisliative Counsel
Bureau Research Library in Carson City.

Contact the Library at (775) 684-6827 or
library@Icb.state.nv.us.
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. morning Chairman Amodei and members of the Senate J udiciary Committee. For the

:ard, my name is Mark Nichols, exécutive director of the National Association of Social

- “kers - Nevada Chapter. I am here Yo speak on behalf of the NASW-Nevada ard the health
' * consumer in opposition to IP1 and SB97, the doctor's effort to address Nevada's medical

wactice insurance crisis.

-tnt to first acknowledge that understanding and solving the medical malpractice insurance
2 is very complex. And, it is just one aspect of our total health care system that is in need

tform. Consumers seek access to affordable, quality health care. Medical malpractice

: rance has become one of the barriers to that end.

. problems with the doctor’s proposal are also very complex, just as the issue is itself. In

“estimony Lintend to address just one of the our concerns. The National Association of

ol Workers - Nevada Chapter believes this is an issue of economic Justice.

- wrong when the people who can least afford to shoulder the burden of public policy are the

people who suffer the most. It is wrong when the children the elderly and working poor
the groups targeted to pay the price for reform, Yet that is exactly what is taking place on
nedical malpractice insurance issue. The health care consumers, especially the most

emically vulnerable, have had their legal rights eroded in favor of insurance companies and
ers. And, that is wrong.

clecision of Nevada's legislative special session to place caps on non-economic damages was

I redress eroded in an effort to control the cost of medical malpractice insurance. Victims
edical errors and their families did not give away their legal rights in August, they were

n away from us. And now, before the ink has dried on the summer's reforms, a small group
wctors is asking this legislature to further erode our legal rights.

. caps placed on non-economic damages, pain and suffering, are particularly unfair to

‘ren, the elderly and the working poor. The doctors and insurance companies now want to

e the two exceptions to these caps, gross negligence and exceptional circumstances, fer

mps. These exceptions were enacted as safeguards to protect the public in the most
Came cases,

lh-income victim of a medical error is more likely o realize a full award from the econemic
" jes. They are significantly more likely to incur an adequate loss of income, which is based
« current earning power, to recover the full amount of damages available from the
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do tor's insurance policy. The rich are less likely to feel the impact of the medical malpractice
ing_wrance reforms.

Or the other hand, the legal rights of the child, confined ta a wheelchair because of medical
er-)r, are being eroded, and that is wrong. These children do not have the current earning

po: tir To generate a significant economic damage award. The "extreme circumstance” exception
wc * clesigned protect these victims. Judges could override the caps and award a fair Jjudgment.

Nk: 4 the doctors and insurance companies are asking you fo remove this exception. Why is the
lif:. »f a child worth less than that of an executive?

Ar. 2lderly person also lacks the earning capacity to generate a sufficient economic damage.
Wy is the life of a senior worth less than a professional athlete? The same hold true for the
me 3, retail clerk or service worker. Why are their lives worth less than than that of a wealth
do:.tor or lawyer?

M 'ch is Professional Social Work Month. The theme of this year's celebration is *The Power
of :sucial Work: Preserving Rights. Strengthening Voices.” That is exactly why I am involved in
th . complex issue - fighting to preserve the rights of health care consumers by helping to

pr: side our voice in this debate.

In :losing, I urge the members of the Senate Judiciary committee to let the current reforms
ha: z time to work. T urge you not to further erode the legal rights of health care consumers. T
ur: : you to instead encourage the insurance companies to come to the table with reforms that
ar: -fair and just.

Mk Nichols, Executive Director

Nk. ional Association of Social Workers - Nevada Chapter
15 % E. Flamingo Rd., #155

La: Vegas, NV 89119

(7+. ) 791-5872



