DISCLAIMER

Electronic versions of the exhibits in these minutes may
not be complete.

This information is supplied as an informational service
only and should not be relied upon as an official record.

Original exhibits are on file at the Legislative Counsel
Bureau Research Library in Carson City.

Contact the Library at (775) 684-6827 or
library@Icb.state.nv.us.
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Titus praises Red Rock Canyon support

Only one county commissioner opposes legislation to lock in limits on housing

By FRANK GEARY
REVIEW-JOURNAL

The Clark County Commission is supporting a Nevada lawmaker who wants to protect the rural nature
of an area near scenic Red Rock Canyon through legislation. Without the legislation, it would be up to
commissioners to determine the area's zoning.

"That's fabulous because I didn't want it to be some heavy-handed thing that the state imposes on the
county," Senate Minority Leader Dina Titus said of the support given Tuesday for her legislation. "What
people have come to realize is that Red Rock is very special and that this is aimed at protecting that one
special place that everybody agrees is a special place.”

Titus, D-Las Vegas, applauded most of the commissioners for not lobbying against her legislation, but
she criticized Commissioner Mark James for his opposition and for what she said appears to be a cozy
relationship with developer Jim Rhodes. Titus said Rhodes, who is lobbying against the bill, is the only
opponent of whom she is aware.

If her bill is approved by the Legislature and Gov. Kenny Guinn, it would lock in zoning that allows
only one house to be built on every 2 acres east of Red Rock Canyon.

According to the proposal, a vote of Clark County residents would be required before those rural zoning
standards could be changed to provide for denser housing or commercial development.

The legislation was prompted in part by a housing project proposed last summer that called for the
construction of 8,400 homes on about 2,000 acres next to Red Rock, an area that has been home to a
mining operation for decades. ’

That proposal, by California-based John Laing Homes, was withdrawn in the face of strong public
opposition. However, residents in the nearby village of Blue Diamond have said since last fall that they
have worried that Rhodes could get a zone change from the commission and build dense housing after
he buys the acreage from the James Hardie Gypsum Mine.

Rhodes contributed $5,000 to James' 2002 campaign, and James last spring lived in a rented 5,000-

square-foot home that is in the upscale Spanish Hills development and is owned by an investment
company overseen by Rhodes.
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"The perception is that it is a cozy relationship, and that is why I don't think the public will buy his
(James') argument that this is a county matter and not a state matter,” Titus said of James' relationship
with Rhodes.

Rhodes, developer of Rhodes Ranch in the southwest Las Vegas Valley and other housing
developments, couldn't be reached for comment Tuesday.

James after the commission meeting declined to respond to Titus' criticisms about his relationship with
Rhodes.

The commission didn't take an official vote Tuesday, but a majority of the commissioners said the
county shouldn't lobby against Titus' bill. The measure is consistent with the commission's intent to

protect Red Rock by preventing dense housing from taking root on its borders, they said.

"If it gives the people an added feeling of protection for this special place, it is worth supporting,"
Commissioner Bruce Woodbury said.

James was the only commissioner who voiced opposition to Titus' proposal.

James said he too is determined to protect Red Rock from dense housing, but that to allow the state
Legislature to override local officials’ authority over zoning matters sets a troubling precedent.

Also, he questioned why the proposal affects only property that neighbors Red Rock's eastern boundary
and doesn't include protections for areas just west of the National Conservation Area.

"Why do we need the state's help in protecting this area?" James asked the other commissioners. "I don't
know why we want the Legislature to determine density in this area, but not in other areas. ... I don't
understand the disparate treatment."

Titus explained that the areas outside Red Rock included in her proposal were determined by a
committee appointed by county officials.

The committee, which included developers and environmental groups, earlier this year drew borders
around areas that it determined should be protected from denser zoning near the pristine canyon.

Tom Warden, spokesman for the Howard Hughes Corp., which developed Summerlin and which
controls hundreds of acres on Red Rock's western border, said the area west of the canyon was set aside
for development as part of the Southern Nevada Public Lands Management Act of 1998.

The area east of the canyon, including the mining company's land, was not part of the federal legislation,
Warden said.

Find this article at:
http:l/www.reviewjournal.com/lyrj_home/2003/Mar-1 9-Wed-2003/news/20919685.html

[T Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.
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County backs senator's effort to
protect conservation area

By Launce Rake

<|rake@|asveqassun.com>
LAS VEGAS SUN

The Clark County Commission gave a
nod Tuesday to a state senator's efforts
to restrict high-density zoning near the
Red Rock Canyon National
Conservation Area.

The majority of commissioners said
they had no fundamental objections to
working with Senate Minority Leader
Dina Titus, D-Las Vegas, on her bill
that would freeze the existing zoning on
top of Blue Diamond Hill.

The main dissent came from

Commissioner Mark James, who

represents the area. James attacked
- ~ Titus' bill, saying it was an effort to
@ usurp local land-use controls.

Most of the commissioners said they

e mO02 /mar/19/514823525 html?Dina+Titus 3/19/03 ,
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believe land-use issues should be dealt
O with locally, but they mostly agreed that
the bill does not pose any significant
problems.

Titus introduced the bill Monday.

The hill is the site of James Hardie
Gypsum's mine, and last year was the
focus of a battle over a proposed
8,400-home development.

James Hardie Gypsum representatives,
who are fighting restrictions proposed
in an area called the Red Rock overlay
zone, did not return requests for
information Tuesday.

(, "It doesn't sound as if it's horrible for
U anybody," Commissioner Yvonne
Atkinson Gates said of Titus' bill. "It's
basically just maintaining the status
quo out there. We're not taking away
the opportunity to build."

But if the bill passes, the zoning would
allow only one home for every two
acres on about 2,000 acres surrounded
on three sides by the conservation
area.

County planners and the developer
John Laing Homes, which lost a fight to
build the homes last year, have said it
would not be profitable to build at those
densities because of the cost of

bringing in roads and services to the
mountaintop site.

L aana e 10/514823525 html?Dina+Titus 3/19/03
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"Sen. Titus and | had a long discussion
on this bill," said Commissioner Myrna
Williams, who had indicated her
opposition to last year's development
proposal. "l don't think any one of us
wanted residential construction on this
hill."

"N hat's the best use of that property?
Certainly the best use is to protect Red
Rock. We all treasure Red Rock,"
Commissioner Chip Maxfield agreed.

But James said Titus and the state
Legislature should stay out of the
matter.

" think this commission is fully capable
| of protecting this area," he said.

(J "Anytime the Legislature decides they
have a particular concern about any
area in any one of our districts, they
just pass a law. | think that sets a
dangerous precedent.”

James has met with potential developer
James Rhodes and with James Hardie
representatives, and asked the county
to hold off on passing the local
development restrictions to give James
Hardie more time to comment.

"You have people wanting to develop
that area," he said. "They have some
property rights and are likely to
accomplish some development.”

U James also criticized Titus for failing to
extend the same protections to areas in

003 /mar/19/5 14823525 htm1?Dina+Titus 3/19/03 o
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summerlin that are also adjacent to the
U conservation area.

James, who also has met with Blue
Diamond residents concerned about
potential development in the area, said
the county commission is best
positioned to protect the area's
environment.

James said that if the area needs to be
protected, the federal government
should buy it.

The federal Bureau of Land
Management, which administers the
conservation area, has offered to buy
the land, according to state BLM

- officials and James Hardie
(J representatives. Those offers have
been rejected, however.

In last year's development deal, the
company had planned to make $50
million, far more than the land would
likely bring with the zoning in place or
from a sale to the government.

Titus, in Carson City, said she is trying
to protect Red Rock, not take away
local power. She said she welcomes
any support from county
commissioners.

"This is something we can all work
together on, to save for future
generations,” Titus said. "This is
something we can all be proud of."

S . /-‘M:,m/.mm‘,pq/')nnzlmar/w/s14823525.htm1?Dina+Titus 3/19/03
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But she also questioned James
criticism of her bill, noting that he also
was criticized for usurping local control
when he served in the Legislature and
successfully introduced a bill restricting
new "neighborhood” casinos in Clark
County. The state law ultimately led to
a protracted fight between the county
commission and opponents of a
proposed casino in Spring Valley.

The casino was scrubbed after a state
board said the zoning approval from
the county was contrary to state law.

"How does he justify saying it was OK
when he did it, but not now?" Titus
asked. "That is so intellectually
dishonest."

Pauline van Betten, a Blue Diamond
resident and Red Rock activist who has
worked on the county restrictions,
called the introduction of the bill in
Carson City -- and tepid support from
the commission -- "awesome."

nSen. Titus' bill complements the Red
Rock overlay and | hope the county
and state will work together to provide
complete protection 1o the Red Rock
area," van Betten said.

She said the legislation will be one

focus of a "Save Red Rock” rally
scheduled for March 29 from 10 a.m. to

1 p.m. at the Red Rock overlook just off -
State Route 159.
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RED ROCK CANYON: Plan limiting
development goes to vote

Advisory Council member says proposal for
protection district fails to bind county

By FRANK GEARY
REVIEW-JOURNAL

To protect Red Rock Canyon from encroaching growth,
Clark County officials want to restrict housing construction
while protecting the area's scenic views, recreational
opportunities and native plants and animals.

The proposed Red Rock Overlay District would cover a 70-
square-mile area that includes areas surrounding the Red
Rock National Conservation Area west of Las Vegas.

The provisions would limit homes to two per acre, dictate
design standards that complement the area, limit access
from residential developments to canyon roadways,
prohibit home construction on scenic ridge lines and limit
lighting near Red Rock.

The Red Rock Citizens Advisory Council is scheduled today
to consider the district. The council's recommendation will
go to the county Planning Commission and then to the
County Commission.

Council member Albert Hartmann said he supports the
proposal. Unlike an existing, smaller district that limits only
commercial development at Red Rock's eastern gateway,
the new guidelines affect housing construction across a
much larger area.

But Advisory Council Chairman Evan Blythin said the new
protections are merely guidelines the county
commissioners can discard at their discretion, as they do
now with land-use plans and zoning provisions.

Blythin plans to vote for the overlay district, but he said
the new guidelines should not be needed because existing
county land-use laws are supposed to protect
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neighborhoods from commission-approved zone changes
that allow for denser housing and commercial
development.

"It's a stop-gap thing that should slow down
development ... but it all comes down to the County
Commission," Blythin said. "It doesn't seem any more
binding than the land-use plans or the zoning."

The recommendations are from a task force composed of
representatives of environmental groups and development
companies.

The group was formed about six months ago because of a
proposal to build 8,400 homes across state Route 159 from
the village of Blue Diamond in Red Rock Canyon on land
owned for decades by the James Hardie Gypsum mine.

Developer John Laing Homes withdrew the project after
residents of Blue Diamond and around the Las Vegas
Valley protested the project's density and the effect it
would have on Red Rock Canyon. ’

Tom Warden, spokesman for the Howard Hughes
Corporation and a task force member, said members
worked toward a common goal.

"Everybody at the table had the same thing in mind, that
Red Rock Canyon is spectacular, and it needs to be
preserved," Warden said. "I don't think there is a problem
with our elected officials having discretion, but I think this
is a helpful tool.”
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August 27, 2002

To Representatives of Nevada,

There have been many changes over the last few years with the population explosion in
Clark County, Nevada. Some of thess changes have enhanced the Las Vegas Arca.
Red Rock Canyon National Couservation Area is a place of pristine beauty,
ASITIS.

To bring homes and commercial development into this protected area and its surrounding
land-would be taking away from the last historical land that surrounds Las Vegas (which
includes the Spring Mountain Ranch State Park, the 13 mile scenic loop, the alternate
routs of the Old Spanish Trail-Hwy 159). We have bulldozed too much of our history.
BLM is supposed to protect this National Conservation Area. As you know our Clark
County economy is greatly dependent on towrism and to have this beautiful area be filled
with homes and commercial development would ruin the area. The wildlife and plant life
would be devastated. The BLM should be working for the good of All Amcricans nota
fow wealthy developers. 1f you let BLM 1and swap be completed and developed then
YOU, as Our Representatives DO NOT Really CARE about LAS VEGAS AREA,
TOURIST ATTRACTION and REVENUE, CLARK COUNTY RESIDENTS,

and Our National Treasure of Protecting RED ROCK CANYON NATIONAL
CONSERVATION AREA. = -

The following residcnts petition to.keep all of RED ROCK CANYON NATIONAL
CONSERVATION AREA PROTECTED and NO FURTHER DEVELOPMENT
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Petition to STOP further Development of Red Rock Canyon National Conurvatinn
Ares and along Hwy 159 and Blue Diamond Hill Ares;
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Kamalani, Keku

From: Susan Snyder [bikesnyder@yahoo.com]
- Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2003 11:55 AM
J To: dtitus@sen.state.nv.us

Subject: Red Rock Canyon

Dear Sen. Titus —-

I am Susan Snyder, president of the Las Vegas Valley
Bicycle Club, Nevada's largest and most active group
of bicyclists.

On behalf of my group and Southern Nevada's cyclists,
I urge you to help us curtail any further development
in or on the fringes of Red Rock Canyon National
Conservation Area.

State Road 159 is the last decent road on which to
ride a bicycle. It traverses what we consider to be
the most beautiful portion of Nevada.

Members of our club built the bicycle pavilion at the
Red Rock Canyon visitors' center. We clean a two-mile
stretch of State Road 159 four times a year,

We are volunteers with Friends of Red Rock Canyon,
docents. at Spring Mountain Ranch State Park and hike
leaders in Sandstone Canyon for the state Volunteers
in the Parks program.

" WWe lead at least three bicycle rides into Red Rock
JCanyon every week. And our annual benefit ride for
Ronald Mcdonald House of Las Vegas brings more than
500 cyclists from all over the United States through
Red Rock each fall.

We work hard to keep Red Rock pristine and to educate
the public as to its proper use. And we have a huge
stake in maintaining the safety of cyclists who ride
on State Road 159.

We don't need another subdivision and more traffic
along a road on which NDOT already has built shoulders
that are narrower than what was specified in NDOT's
the SR 159 paving project last summer.

We appreciate any attention you can give to this
issue. Please help us keep houses out of Red Rock.

Sincerely,
Susan Snyder, LVVBC president

Susan Snyder
LCI #809kc
Las Vegas, NV

Do you Yahoo!?
~Yahoo! Tax Center - forms, calculators, tips, more
shttp://taxes.yahoo.com/
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Kamalani, Keku

From: Seth [konaﬁsh@swbell.net]

Sent:  Sunday, March 23, 2003 7:36 PM
To: diitus@sen.state.nv.us

Subject: Red Rock Canyon

Dear Senator Titus,

I'am one of those people who brings tax dollars to your fine State. Yes I am a tourist - one who visits Las Vegas one or two
times each year. Iam also one who believes there is more to Las Vegas than "The Strip." My wife and I have enjoyed a
number of trips to Red Rock Canyon to appreciate its beauty.

Please know that I am in favor of Senate Bill #358, which protects Red Rock Canyon. As you are aware, there are economic
benefits to "eco-tourism". O, preserving natural areas is not costly but profitable for a region. These areas provide diversity,
better resident quality of life and a natural identity that can be unique and draw tourists.

Tlook forward to the successful passage of Senate Bill #358,

Sincerely,
Seth Thomas
Fort Worth, TX

3/24/2003



Brian W. Gilmore

1316 Pintail Point St.
Las Vegas NV 89144

begilmore@lvem.com
(702) 889-8964

August 21, 2002

Sen. Dina Titus

Senate Minority Whip
Legislative Building

401 S. Carson St.

Carson City, NV 89710-4747

Dear Senator,

I 'am writing to solicit your support in stopping the proposed development of Blue Diamond Hill.
Laing Homes is proposing to build over 8,000 homes and a four-lane highway to support over
21,000 proposed residents. This projected development abuts the Red Rock Canyon
Conservation area. This is a wild area of Nevada with beautiful vistas, unique archeological sites
and endangered species. It represents and is an integral part of the heritage of Southern Nevada,
Clark County and Las Vegas.

As a former resident of the Los Angeles basin I have witnessed the permanent damage done to
an area by uncontrolled growth. If this development is allowed to proceed Las Vegas will
experience increased air and light pollution, greater demands on dwindling water supplies and
untold impacts on the Conservation area and its plant and animal inhabitants.

While the proposed development does not lie within the Red Rock Conservation Area, the
Conservancy will border it on three sides. The fourth side is non-disposable BLM land. The
development would lie entirely within what is topographically Red Rock Canyon. The traffic
and visual impact that would result from this massive housing development in such close
proximity to Red Rock would have a disastrous and unredeemable impact aesthetically and
environmentally on Red Rock Canyon. Once this area is developed its wild nature is lost
forever.

I beseech you to help stop this attack on wild Nevada.

Thank you for your help with this matter.

Sincerel |
Q@\\\mnﬁ.

Brian Gilmore



ot

e,
'Yy -
Wi

U —

Jredat by Etm oty
00T ‘T4 Aawnqo wo pageasd 3014

SO U0IRG - -

1004 02 Sou] 010G

S ABIOI0T i

121810 ABUanD

0y pay Dugsxy ===

B3NV [BSOUSIG NG -~ e
111 Aepon

(0 oY P3H
1 BIBAL
SNt paresocioan)

aul ut Ay

oS vjpauING  FEE

€
3
a
g
2
o
$

Royen Buuds |






