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EDITORIAL: Student credit cards

As a way to raise some additional revenue, Nevada's public
community colieges and universities rent the names and
addresses of alumni and incoming students — without their
knowledge or advance consent — ta credit card companies.
The credit card companies retumn some of the profits from
purchases to the schools where the money pays for

— saccording to UNLV vice preSIdent Fred Albrecht. Credit
Submila tetterto o,y purchases generate about $100,000 for the UNLV |

the Edtor student alumni center, about half that much at UNR. ,,-;_j----‘.}
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Several university regents told The Associated Press they

Review-Journal had no idea these information "sales" were taking place,

Columnists and they may put a halt to the practice next year. For one

thing, it's not clear whether the campuses can legally
provide such personal information to outside entities without
the consent of students. And, of course, there are the
typical worries about the alleged exploitation of "children"
by rapacious money-lenders offering "free" credit.

This latter concern is a canard. After all, the typical college
student is 18 years of age or older; about one-third of
UNLV's undergrads are at least 24. Students are adults and
certainly capable of managing money and credit.

But the willy-nilly dissemination of students' personal
information is another matter. Colleges collect and maintain
the most private information about students' living
arrangements, medical histories and financial standings, for
starters.

At the very least, the regents should ensure that students
have the option of removing their names, addresses and " !
other persona! data from any rental lists.
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g more credlt cards, pu:ked up
8? 14 to the Internet. And some

3 rsities have ‘signed deals’
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