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o AB\YY  Janine Hansen

Action of Second Continental Congress, July 4, 17’?6‘
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen United States of Ameri

- WHEN in the Course of human Events, it bed
necessary for one People to dissolve the Political Hinds
i which have connected them with another, and to ase%i
jamong the Powers of the Earth, the separate and equal
{ Station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God
; p;i‘t_itle them, a decent Respect to the Opinions of Mankind
§ réquires that they should declare the causes which impel
i them to the Separation.

. WE hold these Truths 1o he self-evident, that all Men
‘Jare created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator

with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
ik sity, and the Pursuit of Happiness—That to secure
these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
i gznwng their just Powers from the Consent of the

verned, that whenever any Form of Government
jbecomes destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the
iPeople to alter or to abolish it, and to institite new
JGovermment, laying its Foundation on such Principles, and
Orga.mmng its Powers in such Form, as to them shall seem
gmost likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence,
indeed, will dictate that Governments long established
should not be changed for light and transient Causes; and
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Art.1,§1 CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

ARTICLE. 1.

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS.

Excessive bail and fines; crue! or unususl punishments; detention of witnesses.
Bail; exception for capital offenses and certain murders.
Rights of accui:d in criminal prosecutions; jeopardy; rights of victims of crime; due process of law; eminent

main,
9. Liberty of speech and the press.
10.  Right to assemble and to petition,
11. Right to keep and bear srms; civil power supreme.,
12 Quartering soldier in private house.
13.  Representation apportioned according to population.
Exemption of property from execution; imprisonment for debt.
%g . E]glho att_mf?den ex post factoedlaw;lc%auon of coniract.
X ights of foreigners. [Repealed in ) .
17. Slavery and involuntary servitude prohibited.
18. ITJmamnreasonabIe seizure and search; issuance of warrants,

20.  Rights retained by people.
21.  Limitation on recognition of marriage.

Section. 1. Inalienable rights. All men are by Nature free and equal and have certain
inalienable rights among which are those of enjoying and defending life and liberty; Acquiring,
Possessing and Protecting property and pursuing and obtaining safety and happiness[.]

Sec. L Inalienable rights.
2. Purpose of government; paramount aliegiance to United States.
- 3. Trial by jury; waiver in civil cases.
4, Liberty of conscience.
g . Suspension of habeas corpus.
7.
8.

Sec: 2. Purpose of government; paramount allegiance to United States. All political
power is inherent in the people[.] Government is instituted for the protection, security and benefit
of the people; and they have the right to alter or reform the same whenever the public good may
require it. But the Paramount Allegiance of every citizen is due to the Federal Government in the
exercise of all its Constitutional powers as the same have been or may be defined by the
Supreme Court of the United States; and no power exists in the people of this or any other State
of the Federal Union to dissolve their connection therewith or perform any act tending to
impair],] subvert, or resist the Supreme Authority of the government of the United States. The
Constitution of the United States confers full power on the Federal Government to maintain and
Perpetuate its existance [existence], and whensoever any portion of the States, or people thereof
attempt to secede from the Federal Union, or forcibly resist the Execution of its laws, the Federal
Government may, by warrant of the Constitution, employ armed force in compelling obedience
to its Authority.

Sec: 3. Trial by jury; waiver in civil cases. The right of trial by Jury shall be secured to all
and remain inviolate forever; but a Jury trial may be waived by the parties in all civil cases in the
manner to be prescribed by law; and in civil cases, if three fourths of the Jurors agree upon a
verdict it shall stand and have the same force and effect as a verdict by the whole Jury, Provided,
the Legislature by a law passed by a two thirds vote of all the members elected to each branch
thereof may require a unanimous verdict notwithstanding this Provision.

Sec: 4. Liberty of conscience. The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and
worship without discrimination or preference shall forever be allowed in this State, and no
person shall be rendered incompetent to be a witness on account of his opinions on matters of his
religious belief, but the liberty of consciene {cobscience] hereby secured, shall not be so
construed, as to excuse acts of licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent with the peace, or
safety of this State.
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CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

[PRELIMINARY ACTION.]
WHEREAS,

The Act of Congress Approved March Twenty First A.D. Eighteen Hundred and Sixty Four
“To enable the People of the Territory of Nevada to form a Constitution and State Government
and for the admission of such State into the Union on an equal footing with the Original States,”
requires that the Members of the Convention for framing said Constitution shall, after
Organization, on behalf of the people of said Territory, adopt the Constitution of the United
States.—Therefore, Be it Resolved, :

That the Members of this Convention, elected by the Authority of the
aforesaid enabling Act of Congress, Assembled in Carson City the Capital of said Territory of
Nevada, and immediately subsequent to its Organization, do adopt, on behalf of the people of
said Territory the Constitution of the United States[.]

ORDINANCE

Slavery prohibited; freedom of religious worship; disclaimer of public lands. [Effective
until the date Congress consents to amendment or a legal determination is made that such
consent is not necessary,] In obedience to the requirements of an act of the Congress of the
United States, approved March twenty-first, A.D. eighteen hundred and sixty-four, to enable the
people of Nevada to form a constitution and state government, this convention, elected and
convened in obedience to said enabling act, do ordain as follows, and this ordinance shall be
irrevocable, without the consent of the United States and the people of the State of Nevada:

First. That there shall be in this state neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, otherwise than
in the punishment for crimes, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted.

Second. That perfect toleration of religious sentiment shall be secured, and no inhabitant of
said state shall ever be molested, in person or property, on account of his or her mode of
religious worship.

Third. That the people inhabiting said territory do agree and declare, that they forever
disclaim all right and title to the unappropriated public lands lying within said territory, and that
the same shall be and remain at the sole and entire disposition of the United States; and that lands
belonging to citizens of the United States, residing without the said state, shall never be taxed
higher than the land belonging to the residents thereof; and that no taxes shall be imposed by said
state on lands or property therein belonging to, or which may hereafter be purchased by, the
United States, unless otherwise provided by the congress of the United States.

[Amended in 1956. Proposed and passed by the 1953 legislature; agreed to and passed by the 1955 legislature;

approved and ratified by the people at the 1956 general election. See: Statutes of Nevada 1953, p, 718; Statutes of
Nevada 1955, p. 926.]

Slavery prohibited; freedom of religious worship; taxation of certain property.
[Effective on the date Congress consents to amendment or a legal determination is made
that such consent is not necessary.] In obedience to the requirements of an act of the
Congress of the United States, approved March twenty-first, A.D. eighteen hundred and sixty-
four, to enable the people of Nevada to form a constitution and state government, this
convention, elected and convened in obedience to said enabling act, do ordain as follows, and
this ordinance shall be irrevocable, without the consent of the United States and the people of the
State of Nevada:

First. That there shall be in this state neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, otherwise than
in the punishment for crimes, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted.
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CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF N]\'V A Art. 17,8 4
*,]

ARTICLE. 17.

SCHEDULE.

~

SEc. Saving existing rights and liabilities.

Territorial laws to remain in force,

Fines, penalties and forfeitures to inure 1o state,

Existing obligations and pending suits.

Salaries of state officers for first term of office.

Apportionment of senators and assemnbl .

Assumption of territorial debts and liabilities.

Terms of elected state officers.

Terms of senators.

10. Terms of senators and assemblymen after 1866,

11.  Terms of assemblymen: Elected at first general election and in 1865.

i2.  Commencement date of first three legislative sessions; regular sessions of legislature to be held biennialty.

13, Continuation of territorial county n.mfIs township officers; probate judges.

14.  Duties of certain territorial officers continued.

15. Terms of supreme court and district courts.

16. Salaries of district judges.

17. Alteration of salary of district judge authorized.

18. Qualification and terms of certain elective state officers.

19, When justices of supreme court and district judges enter upon duties.

20. State officers and disril:;ct judges to be commissioned by territorial govemor; state controller and treasurer to
i nds,

VoA B b=

21 Support of county and city officers.

22, Vacancies in certain state offices: How filled.

23. Civil and criminal cases pending in probate courts transferred to district courts.
24.  Levyoftax limited for 3 years. ‘
25, Roop County attached 1o Washoe County,

26.  Constitntional debates and proceedings: Publication; payment of reporter.

Section. 1. Saving existing rights and liabilities. That no inconvenience may arise by
reason of a change from a Territorial to a permanent State Government, it is declared, that all
rights, actions, prosecutions, judgements[,] Claims and Contracts, as well of individuals, as of
bodies corporate, including counties, towns and cities, shall continue as if no change had taken
place; and all process which may issue under the Authority of the Territory of Nevada, previous
to its admission into the Union as one of the United States, shall be as valid as if issued in the
name of the State of Nevada. .

Sec: 2. Territorial laws to remain in force. All laws of the Territory of Nevada in force at
the time of the admission of this State, not repugnant to this Constitution, shall remain in force
until they expire by their own limitations or be altered or repealed by the Legislature. :

Sec: 3. Fines, penalties and forfeitures to inure to state. All fines, penalties and forfeitures
accruing to the Territory of Nevada or to the people of the United States in the Territory of
Nevada, shall inure to the State of Nevada. :

Sec: 4. [Existing obligations and pending suits. All recognizances heretofore taken, or
which may be taken before the change from a Territorial, to a State Government, shall remain
valid, and shall pass to, and may be prosecuted in the name of the State, and all bonds, executed
to the Governor of the Territory or to any other Officer or Court in his or their official capacity,
or to the people of the United States in the Territory of Nevada, shall pass to the Govemor, or
other officer or court, and his or their successors in office for the uses therein respectively
expressed, and may be sued on, and recovery had accordingly; And afl property real, personal or
mixed, and all judgements, bonds, specialties, choses in Action, claims and debts of whatsoever
description, and all records, and public Archives of the Territory of Nevada, shall issue to and
vest in the State of Nevada, and may be sued for and recovered in the same manner and to the
same extent by the State of Nevada, as the same could have been by the Territory of Nevada. All
criminal prosecutions and penal Actions, which may have arisen, or which may arise before the
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