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) Senate Commrttee on Commerce and Labor

A My name is Robert Payant I am speaklng on behalf of the Nevada Catholle Conference h
. which is the voice of the two Roman Catholic Dloceses in Nevada P

‘--I speak generally in favor of I-IB 144 but wrthout an 1mportant amendment to the bill, we "
- would oppose it and would ask that it be rejected by this ¢committee.” We believe that

.without amendment thlS proposal is2 dlreet assault on' freedom of conscrence for .
L 5pharmacrsts ' O : - : ‘

L :,The ongmal draft of thls blll as proposed by the Assembly Comrmttee on Commerce and S
- Labor-had, as its central theme, the proposition that a. pharmae1st would not be drsc1phned o
by his or her employer for reﬁ.lsmg to fill or refill prescriptions if doing so would violate © - .-
... the individual’s conscience. We believe that is consonant with Nevada’s hrgh regard for B
e mdrvrdual conselence m matters of ethrcs rehgrous behefs and morahty

- | . The measure was very substantrally amended by the Assembly Cornmlttee and ultlmately FE
L .'approved in its amended form, . Two very good thmgs Were done by the amendment and e
L _-_one bad thmg that we are askrng you to ﬁx RPN : _ :

LT ‘In Sectron 1, subsectron 2 subparagraph (c ) the amendment prowdes B R
-~ That the pharmaersts could refuse to fill a prescrrpnon if he or she believed that -
' . prescription is contraindicated and requires a notification to the prescnbmg practltroner '
~ The amendment also added a subsection 3 which clarifies that a pharmacist isnot -~ .
'-requrred to stock a particular drug. Both of these: changes from the original bill are good

- and it is my understandmg that some. pharrnaeles w111 not on moral grounds stock certam
L :medlcatrons ' - L

o 'The part that is mrssmg is the rlght of the 1nd1v1dual pharmaelst to declme on moral
- grounds to fill the prescription if he or she is working iri a pharmacy that does choose to -

stock the drugs which the individual pharmacist dechnes to sell. We ask that the " -

followmg language be restored to thls b1ll as Sectron 1, subseetlon 2, paragraph (d )

F zllmg or reﬁllmg the prescrzpnon would requzre -
 the pharmacist to violdte a genuine principle or
tenet of good conscience held by the pharmacist. -
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