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169.64 Prohibited lights; exceptions.

Subdivision 1. Bright light. Any lighted lamp or
illuminating device upon a motor vehicle, other than a head
lamp, a spot lamp, or an auxiliary driving lamp, which projects
a beam of light of an intensity greater than 300-candle power,
shall be so directed that no part of the beam will strike the
level of the roadway on which the vehicle stands at a distance
of more than 75 feet from the wvehicle.

Subd. 2. Colorad light. Unless otherwise authorized
by the commissioner of public safety, no vehicle shall be
equipped, nor shall any person drive or move any vehicle or
equipment upon any highway with any lamp or device displaying a
red light or any colored light other than those regquired or
permitted in this chapter.

Subd. 3. Flashing lights. Flashing lights are
prohibited, except on an authorized emergency vehicle, school
bus, bicycle as provided in section 169.222, subdivision 6, road
maintenance equipment, tow truck or towing vehicle, service
vehicle, farm tractor, self-propelled farm equipment, rural mail
carrier vehicle, funeral home vehicle, or on any vehicle as a
means of indicating a right or left turn, or the presence of a
vehicular traffic hazard requiring unusual care in approaching,
overtaking, or passing. All flashing warning lights shall be of
the type authorized by section 169.59, subdivision 4, unless
otherwise permitted or reguired in this chapter.

Subd. 4. Blue light. (a) Except as provided in
paragraphs (b) to (d}, blue lights are prohibited on all
vehicles except road maintenance egquipment and snow removal
equipment operated by or under contract to the state or a
political subdivision thereof.

(b) Authorized emergency vehicles may display flashing blue
lights to the rear of the vehicle as a warning signal in
combination with other lights permitted or required by this
chapter.

(c) A motorcycle may display a blue light of up to one-inch
diameter as part of the motorcycle's rear brake light.

(d) A motor vehicle may display a blue light of up to
one-inch diameter as part of the vehicle's rear brake light if:

(1} the vehicle is a collector vehicle, as describked in
section 168.10; or

(2) the vehicle is eligible to display a collector plate
under section 168.10.

Subd. 5. Flashing light on tow truck. A tow truck or
towing vehicle must be equipped with flashing or intermittent
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red and amber lights of a type approved by the commissioner of
public safety. The lights must be placed on the dome of the
vehicle at the highest practicable point visible from a distance
of 500 feet. The flashing red light must be displayed only when
the tow truck or towing vehicle is engaged in emergency service
on or near the traveled portion of a highway. The flashing
amber light may be displayed when the tow truck or towing
vehicle is moving a disabled vehicle,

Subd. 6. Flashing amber light. (a) Any service
vehicle may be equipped with a flashing amber lamp of a type
approved by the commissioner of public safety.

(b} A service vehicle shall not display the lighted lamp
authorized under paragraph (a) when traveling upon the highway
or at any other time except at the scene of a disabled vehicle
or while engaged in snow removal or rcoad maintenance.

{c} A self-propelled implement o¢f husbandry may display the
lighted lamp authorized under paragraph (a) at any time.

Subd. 7. Repealed, 1991 c 277 s 18

Subd. 8. Strobe lamp. (a) Notwithstanding sections
169.55, subdivision 1; 169.57, subdivision 3, paragraph (b); or
any other law to the contrary, a vehicle may be equipped with a
360-degree flashing strobe lamp that emits a white light with a
flash rate of 60 to 120 flashes a minute, and the lamp may be
used as provided in this subdivision, if the vehicle is:

(1) a school bus that is subject to and complies with the
equipment reqguirements of sections 169.441, subdivision 1, and
169.442, subdivision 1, or a Head Start bus that is not a type
III bus as defined in section 169.01, subdivision 6. The lamp
shall be permanently mounted on the longitudinal centerline of
the bus roof not less than two feet nor more than seven feet
forward of the rear roof edge. It shall operate from a separate
switch containing an indicator lamp to show when the strobe lamp
is in use. The strobe lamp may be lighted only when atmospheric
conditions or terrain restrict the visibility of school bus
lamps and signals or Head Start bus lamps and signals so as to
require use of the bright strobe lamp to alert motorists to the
presence of the school bus or Head Start bus. A strobe lamp may
not be lighted unless the school bus or Head Start bus is
actually being used as a school bus or Head Start bus; or

(2) a road maintenance vehicle owned or under contract to
the department of transportation or a recad authority of a
county, home rule or statutory city, or town, but the strobe
lamp may only be operated while the vehicle is actually engaged
in snow removal during daylight hours.

(b) Notwithstanding sections 169.55, subdivision 1; 169.57,
subdivision 3, paragraph (b); or any other law to the contrary,
a vehicle may be equipped with a 360-degree flashing strobe lamp
that emits an amber light with a flash rate of 60 to 120 flashes
a minute, and the lamp may be used as provided in this
subdivision, if the vehicle is a rural mail carrier vehicle,
provided that the strobe lamp is mounted at the highest
practicable point on the vehicle. The strobe lamp may only be
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operated while the wvehicle is actually engaged during daylight
hours in the delivery of mail to residents on a rural mail route.

{c) A strobe lamp authorized by this section shall be of a
double flash type certified to the commissioner of public safety
by the manufacturer as being weatherproof and having a minimum
effective light output of 200 candelas as measured by the
Blondel-~Rey formula.

Subd. 9. Warning lamp on vehicles collecting solid
waste, A vehicle used to collect solid waste may be equipped
with a single amber gaseous discharge warning lamp that meets
the Society of Automotive Engineers standard J 1318, Class 2.
The lamp may be operated only when the collection vehicle is in
the process of collecting solid waste and is either:

{1) stopped at an establishment where solid waste is to be
collected; or

(2) traveling at a speed that is at least ten miles per
hour below the posted speed limit and moving between
establishments where solid waste is to be collected.

Subd. 10. Cover for lamp or reflector. (a} Except as
provided in paragraph (b), it is prohibited for any person to:

{1) equip a motor vehicle with any equipment or material
that covers a head lamp, tail lamp, or reflector; or

{2) operate a motor vehicle fitted with or otherwise having
equipment or material that covers a head lamp, tail lamp, or
reflector.

(b} Paragraph (a) deces not apply to:
(1) any manufacturer's original equipment or material;

{2) any equipment or material that is clear and colorless;
or

(3) the covering for auxiliary lights required under
section 169.56.
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RCW 46.37.100

Color of clearance lamps, side marker lamps, back-up lamps, and reflectors.

(1) Front clearance lamps and those marker lamps and reflectors mounted on the front or on the side
near the front of a vehicle shall display or reflect an amber color.

(2) Rear clearance lamps and those marker lamps and reflectors mounted on the rear or on the sides near
the rear of a vehicle shall display or reflect a red color.

(3) All lighting devices and reflectors mounted on the rear of any vehicle shall display or reflect a red
color, except the stop lamp or other signal device, which may be red, amber, or yellow, and except that
on any vehicle forty or more years old, or on any motorcycle regardless of age, the taillight may also
contain a blue or purple insert of not more than one inch in diameter, and except that the light
illuminating the license plate shall be white and the light emitted by a back-up lamp shall be white or
amber.

[2002 ¢ 196 § 1;1992 c 46 § 1; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.37.100. Prior: 1955 ¢ 269 § 10; prior: 1947 ¢ 267 § 3, part; 1937 ¢ 189 § 17,
part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-17, part; RCW 46.40.040, part; 1933 ¢ 156 §§ 5, part, 6, part; 1929 ¢ 178 §§ 7, part, 8, part;
1927 ¢ 309 §§ 27, part, 28, part; RRS §§ 6362-27, part, 6362-28, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 22, part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 10, part; 1917 ¢ 155
§ 15, part; 1915 ¢ 142 § 21, part.]
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