DISCLAIMER

Electronic versions of the exhibits in these minutes may
not be complete.

This information is supplied as an informational service
only and should not be relied upon as an official record.

Original exhibits are on file at the Legislative Counsel
Bureau Research Library in Carson City.

Contact the Library at (775) 684-6827 or
library@Icb.state.nv.us.
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More critically, the Jeffords and Waxman bills would
require power plants to reduce emissions of CO, to
1990 levels by 2007. But CO, has nothing to do w1th
“air quality.” Whatever one may believe about the
theory of catastrophic global warming, CO, is neither
an “ambient” air pollutant, like SO,

ance period and less stringent mercury target are
intended to ensure the survival of coal as an economi-
cally viable fuel source. To date, however, neither Bush
nor any Member of Congress has introduced a “3-
Pollutant” bill,

and NO,,, nor a “hazardous” air

During the 30-year period
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Egmm?w?sat?ﬁmgsh- while US. GDP increased 1ot oo catis the Litany of our

2 18P antiood, an 160 percent jorating envi

- . . ever deteriorating environ-
Tising concentranons_enhance the ment ™ Itis wi gely assumed
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What this means is that science offers no clue how to
coordinate CQ, controls with regulatory requirements
for bona fide poﬂutants like NO,, SO,, and mercury.
Putting CO, and those substances in the same regula-
tory pot makes for an arbitrary hodge-podge, not an
“integrated” strategy.

The Jeffords and Waxman bills are nothing if not
shrewd politics. Any stand-alone CO,-control bill would
instantly be tagged as a “Son of Kyoto” ploy and
shunned by most Members of Congress. But, fold the
CO, requirement into a regulatory structure targeting
three noxious substances, package the resulting mish-
mash as “integrated air quality management,” and,
Voila! The Kyoto connection all but disappears. Next,
throw in some regulatory flexibility and certainty, and it
begins to look like a good deal.

In reality, what Jeffords and Waxman offer is a
Faustian bargain. The CO, target they propose would
eliminate half of all coal-fired electricity generation in
the United States.”® Worse, it would set a legal prece-
dent for deeper and wider assaults on carbon-baged
fuels.

As an alternative to the Waxman and Jeffords bills,
the Bush Administration and Senate Environment and
Public Works Committee Members Bob Smith (R-NH)
and George Voinovich (R-OH) advocate a “3-Pollutant™
strategy that would cap emissions of NO,,50,,and
mercury, but not CO,. Whereas Jeffords and Waxman
propose a 75 percent reductlon inNO,,a 75 percent
reduction in S0,, and a 90 percent reduction in mercury,
by 2007, Bush proposes a 70 percent average reduction
in all three pollutants, by 2018." Bush’s longer compli-

4

{ monoxide, and 89 percent less NO,

becoming more polluted,' and will keep getting dirtier
until the United States ends its “dependence” on fossil
fuels. This belief accounts for at least some of the
appeal of “4-Pollutant” legislation. It is demonstrably
wrong.

In the 20-year period from 1980 through 1999, air
quahty unproved nauonally for all six principal (“crite-

amounts: lead, 94 percent; carbon monoxide, 57 per- |
cent, sulfur dioxide, 50 percent; nitrogen dioxide, 25
percent; ozone, 20 percent; fine parti

2000, total emissions of the six principal pollutants
decreased 29 percent. This dramatic progress occurred
while U.S. GDP increased 160 percent, U.S. population
increased 36 percent, vehicle miles traveled increased
143 percent, total energy consumption increased 45
percent,” and coal consumption increased 106 per-
cent.” How is this possible? . __ .
As air quality analyst Joel Schwartz explains, techno-
logical advances have slowly but surely “decoupled” air

tured in 1997 or later emits 98 percent fewer volatile
organic compounds (VOCs), 96 percent less carbon

per mile than a new

plants in California emit 90 percent less NO \ per
kilowatt-hour of electricity than the average Cahfomla
plant. State-of-the-art technologies can reduce NO,
emissions from older coal-fired generators by 35 to 80
percent.??
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