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STONE STORY
Most items in the early
American toolkit were
perishable; the human-
modified objects un-
carthed by archaeolo-
gists are those likely to
survive long burial—
stone tools. Among the
most common tools

COOL TIMES
At the peak of the fast
ice age around 20,000
years ago, gloders
would have stopped
humans from migrating
olong infand routes
from Beringia, the land -
linking Asia ta the
Americas. Temperatures
were about ten degrees
cooler than they are
now; sea fevels were
maore than 400 fest
lower. Sites of possible
humon habitation that
may predate that time
have been found in the
Americas-—all have
been challenged.
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found in digs dating

to the last ice age are
points and blades
chipped from chert and
other rocks. Some were
hide-piercing projectile
tips; others were used
to cut or scrape. Many
could be used for mul-
tiple tasks. The points,

says archacologist
Michae! Collins, have
an “elegant lethality”
Ancient tools have been
found from Alaska to
Chile (major sites
shown on maps below
and right) where melt-
ing glaciers yielded land
habitable by humans.

CACTUS HILL, YIGINIAT ABOUT 15,000
TEARS OLD; LENGTH [ 4 INCHES

CACTUS HILL

the artifocts found in several
levels at the sandy Coctus

liest, which moy be 18,000

by some researchers.

Stone spearpoints are among

Hill dig, though not in the ar-

years old—a date questioned



TWART'S CATTLE
JARD, COLD-.
DG ABOUT
SO0 YEARS OLD}
H; SHITHSONIAN
ITITUTION

oLsoMm
he 1926 discovery of @ Falsom
Jint between the ribs of an

ttinct bison was the first defini-
& proof that humans lived in__.
& Americas during the Ice Age,
1e grogve, or flute, along the
1e is a Folsom characteristic,

FELL'S CAVE, CHILE;
ABDUT [4.800 YEARS OLD;

¥ 1M {CENTER POINT): AHIR-
ICAN HMUSEUN OF NATUNAL
HISTORY, NEW YORK CITY

’S CAVE But could Ice Age

ailshaped humans migrate

i nearly as okd some 8,000 miles in

wis are found Just a few hundred

them ChileTo  years? Or were they
this is evidence  on the move in the
rapid spread Americas much

vis culture. earlier?

AL IR e OboiG e
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California-Santa Barbara; Terence F. Fiffeld, USDA Forest
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CASCADE bt noss,
Willow-leaf-shaped AROUT o
Cascade points were B w0
made 9,500 to 5,500 g o e
years ago in the Pacific

Nortiwest. One was

found in 1996 embed-

ded in the hip of Kan-

newick Man, one of the
few known skeletons
of early Americans.

OYEARS AGO

MORE NEW LAND

The dimate was stil
changing 9,000 to
? oF Scottsbluff 8,000 years ago. Shifts
Twgstean Nesnaseas " Colacted ingthe Earth’s erbit
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SHMITHIOMNIAN . . .
INSTITUTION - creased solar

SCOTTISBLUFE ks
These points have o thick
- midsectipn instead of the
fluted sitles of Folsom points,
But likethe earier points,
re probobly used

summers to the No
em Hemlisphere. Wet:
" lands Jaft behind by
. retregting ice sheets

“lands, and lakes,

1643 or write to Ndtional Geographic Map#, PO Box 435?; Evergn

YOu can raach f1g am ke teseae o

" became forests, grass-": /- i

Y CO 804374357,

i

o

Mm



