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MARK S. ROSENZWEIG, PH.D,

March 28, 2003

Assemblymsn Harry Mortenson
¢/o Novadu Assembly

401 S. Carson Street

Carson City, Nevads B&701

Re: Support far AB 131
Dear Assemblyman Mortenson.

| am writing to express my continued encouragement for youto support AB131  Fxpanding
growth and development inmany areas of the state s placing more individuals in proximity
to sensitive heritage rasources. The result is increased impact to these non-renoweble
resources through intentional vandalism, unmanaged recreational activities and natural
processes. Ashas been succassfully demonstrated in Arsizona and other states for mary
years, aformal Site Steward Program, such &s the one presented in AB131, supparts land

managing agencies in their mandated responsibility {o preserve and manage significant
resources by “watch-dogging” sites most at risk.

Site Stowards, as presented in this bill, rin not manage resources or land use activilies.
Ner do they mcnitor permitied activities or conduct surveys for new sites. These activitles
are, and will remain, the responsibility of the land managing agencies. The Site Steward
Program will simply assist land managing agenciss by organizing and training volunteers
10 visit ana monitor Impacts to aiready known significant regources as assigned by the
agency contact. Because they have glready been [dentified and determined to be
important, these sites fall within the scope Of axisting agency resource protection pulicy.
As things stand now, legitimate, permitted activities are not be allowed to be conducted
if thay impact significant resources. Those conducting illegal or unpermitted activities can
have no expectation of being allowed to operate in sensitive areas. Site Stewards
monitoring sites do not change this.

Site Stewards will not restrict legitimate activities, On the contrary, Stewards may enable
sxpanded use of some areas. If land managers are condidant that sites are not being
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impacted through negligent or incidental activities assoclated with permitted uses in
naarby areas, they may be willing to aliow activities closer to sensitive sites. Regular
monitoring by stewards may give tham that confidence.

A growing segmont of the Nevada community has recognized and is bacoming
increasingly concemed about the frequency of significant impacts to sensitive heritage
resources. Currently, several groups, including Archagc-Nevada Society, Nevada
Archaeological Association and Nevada Rock Art Foundation, are working with land
managing agencies to establish a Multiple Agency Site Monitoring Program to bagin some
fo the activities pressnted in AB131. This program is not intended, and cannot, take the
place of the true statewide program of AB131. itis a temporary measure which is an

sttempt to help land managing agencies manage significant resources until a statewide
program can be developed and implemented,

in closing | would like to reiterate that Site Stewards, as established under AB 131, would
monitor impacts to significant and known sitas as zssigned by the land managing
agencies. These ars sites which have glready been identified as baing at risk. Stewards
will supplement land managing agercies resourcos by assuming one spacific task, the
pariodic inspection of their assigned site, thereby freeing agency staff to more adequately
and timely address other responsiblilties, such as permitting of new projects and
developing more current and appropriste management plans. The end result is better
management of agency lands and resources for all users.

Plaas fos! frae 10 contact me for additional information or {a further discuss this important
and tima sengltive issue. .

Sincersl K |
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Mark Rosenzweig*®
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