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TESTIMONY BEFORE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
FOR SENATE BILL 57
- TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2003 — 8 AM

By Kirby L. Burgess, Director of
Clark County Departinent of Juvenile Justice Services

This bill modifies NRS 62.2185, which discusses a “restitution through work”
program for juvenile offenders. The focus of the law is to establish responsibility
and accountability in these young, offenders, ages 14 or older, by aggressively
seeking restitution for the victims of the juveniles’ unlawful behavior.

The bill allows for a Probation Officer or Judge to use their discretion as to which
youths can be placed in the program and slightly changes the amount that an.
employer can withfiold from the youth's salary to go towards restitution.

In January of 2002, a pilot prOJcct was created Wased in part on NRS 62.2185.
This project was called the RE.AL. Program (Restitution earned, accountability
leamed). The gozl of the R.EAL. Program is to ensure victims and the
COITUDUDILY receive E'Sdﬁ‘s‘!’ SfshEeang Tatpessn .of 2 delmqucm
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offenders, ages [4-18. years by gmngﬂtenrjolrs!uﬁrtmmng, creating jobs for
youth and placing therm in jobs at least untit their restitution was repa:d for those
who owed it and/or they were terminated from Probation.

The R.E.A L. Program has assisted youths to obtain employment and repay

restitution. Fifty-six youth were tracked from January -September, 2002 in the

pilot program. E:ghty eaghf"“ were males 12% females‘__]__ ﬂxg}&eﬁl‘}n
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delingie -'fni_--—i.--»i— wegeeea - The results were outstanding. Closeto 93% =

of.youth parhmpatmg m Hhe pmgxzm did not commit aglg;uonal offenses. Foriy—, .
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six months. Tota.t Rcshtm:lon rcpald amounted to $2 540. Fifty-seven percent of -

resm;-rdasm;mdmﬁﬂl, the rest was partial and continuing at the end

of the prl‘dt project’

In view of the success of the pilot pI'OjCCl grant funding was obtained to put the
REAL program. in place on a full time, ongoing basis. A fulltme position has
been dedicated to operate this program and to carTy OUt ils MisSIOn.

The Clark County Department of Juvenile Justice supports Senator Wiener's bill
and we encourage you to pass it.
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