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I am Laurel Stadler, Chapter Director for MADD. Thank you for the opportunity to
speak in support of AB7. AB?7 is one of the best opportunities this Legislature has
to save lives in Nevada. You not only have the opportunity to save lives with this
legislation, but you will also save Nevada millions in highway funding in future
years. You have heard what we are scheduled to lose if AB7 is not passed and
implemented by September 30 of this year.

We have been endorsing this legislation since 1991and the figures substantiate our
continued support for .08 legislation. Research says that a national .08 level will
save about 500 lives per year in our country and a 2001 Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention study showed a 7% decrease in alcohol-related motor vehicle
fatalities in states that implemented a .08 limit. Somewhere between this 7% and
the almost 50% reduction that California achieved since 1990 is what we expect
Nevada to realize.

.08 legislation serves as a general deterrent and effectively reduces crash data at all
BAC levels. By passing .08, this Legislature will send a message to all Nevadans
that impaired driving will not be tolerated.

Please don’t let anyone tell you that this legislation will fill our prisons. Since the
inception of the 305 program in 1991, the early release scheme for felony DUI
offenders, there has developed a virtual “revolving door” for third time felony
offenders that has substantially reduced prison costs. And if we can achieve even
modest reductions in alcohol-related fatal crashes, we will bring our prosecution and
prison costs down markedly for DUT offenders causing death.

We are also very aware of the population growth in Nevada, but we do not accept
that as a reason to accept an increase in alcohol-related fatalities. We know that the
US population grew tremendously in the last 20 years 1980-2000, but because of
the work of MADD and other groups and the increased public awareness of the
crime of DUT and a complement of DUT laws enacted, the alcohol-related fatality
rate, nationally, has decreased about 40% in those same 20 years.

Former Assemblyman, now Attorney General Brian Sandoval, worked very hard in
1997 to bring boating under the influence on even keel with DUI. We very much
appreciate that AB7 and AB104 both keep the .08 threshold consistent for both
crimes. Ihave copied a recent article that reports <2002 boating season deadliest in
four years” with 50% alcohol-related. Additionally, it only makes sense that the
boating public will be driving home from their outing and the BUI/DUI thresholds
should be consistent.

We are now over 10 years into our mission to pass this lifesaving legislation. We
need to pass AB7 NOW so that we can start saving lives in Nevada. We have lost a
decade and well over 100 lives who we believe wouldn’t have died had .08 been
implemented in the early ‘90s. Please remember that Time Lost = Lives Lost and
please pass AB7.
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