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Crash near NLV Airport revives residents’ fears

By Timothy Pratt
<timothy@lasvegassun.com <mailto:timoth lasvegassun.com>>
LAS VEGAS SUN -

Sunday night's plane crash near North Las Vegas Airport wasn't the first in the area and neighbors
fear it won't be the last. They're worried that it won't be long before someone on the ground is killed
by an aircraft. '

The accident has some officials again speaking of the need to restrict development near the airport
and is drawing attention to a growth issue that has also caused controversy for the areas around
McCarran International Airport: the compatibility of housing and airports.

About 8:30 p.m. Sunday, a small, single-engine plane cartwheeled and landed in a ditch in front of
the Rancho Mesa apartments at 2881 N. Rancho Drive. The plane apparently had developed engine
problems and the pilot had tried to land on the busy roadway, said Donn Walker, spokesman for the
Westem regional office of the Federal Aviation Administration.

The only occupant of the plane, Joseph Randall Edwards, was listed in fair condition Monday
afternoon at University Medical Center, officials said.

Ma'rdéan Robinson, 50, said she was sitting on a bench having a beer with family and friends when
Edwards' Beechcraft Bonanza clipped a fence about 10 feet from where she sat and flipped over into
the ditch. - :

"| thought it was a terrorist attack, like New York City all over again,” she said. "We just ran like hell."

Paul Von Rueden — who lives nearby and is president of the Northwest Area Residents Association,
a group that has monitored area concerns about the airport — said that growing neighborhoods and
growing numbers of flights in and out of North Las Vegas are a bad mix.

National Transportation Safety Board records available on the Internet show that 21 crashes have
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occurred since 1999 in North Las Vegas, with eight in 2002. There have been five fatalities during the
same period. There also have been other aircraft mishaps related to the airport that occurred within
the boundaries of the city of Las Vegas.

Some of the mishaps were at North Las Vegas Airport, but several of the crashes were in the
neighborhoods around the airport.

Several examples from the National Transportation Safety Board files:

Two people on board a private plane burned to death and a third was seriously injured when their
aircraft slammed into a home two miles southwest of the airport on Aug. 20, 1999.

Nine days later another private plane, a Cessna 210, crash-landed, hitting a power line and a fence
in a residential area bordering the airport. The pilot sustained only minor injuries.

In May 2001 a pilot was killed while trying to make it back to North Las Vegas Airport for an
emergency landing. He clipped a streetlight pole and crashed into a lot near the intersection of
Michaet Way and Cheyenne Avenue.

In September a helicopter was forced to make a hard landing two miles south of the airport,
sustaining substantial damage.

Airport critics and advocates agree that there is no way to eliminate accidents at and around a busy
airport, particularly one such as North Las Vegas, which is used mainly by private pilots, some of
whom are still learning to fly.

North Las Vegas Airport also could get busier in the coming months. It had about 220,000 takeoffs
last year, second only to McCarran statewide. A proposed system to train pilots how to land in bad
weather could bring the total up to about 270,000 if approved in the coming months, according to a
draft FAA report prepared late last year.

"Takeoffs have increased over the years and as Las Vegas and North Las Vegas grow, they will
continue to go up,"” Debbie Millett, an airport spokeswoman, said.

But the airport, which opened in 1941, came before much of the valley's growth, and only local
governments can control development, she said.

"It's one of those things where the airport was there first and the homes have been built up,” Millett
said.

"We want compatible use, but the city keeps approving more homes. ... We would love it if there was
a safety zone with no residents around the airport, but we can't control that,” she said.

Stephanie Smith, councilwoman for Ward 3, which includes the site of the crash, said she has
worked hard to oppose development around the airport since she took office in 1997.

"| have always voted against high-density housing near the airport,” she said. "I's not like we can
shut the airport down or get rid of the houses that are already there.

"All we can do is controi future development.”

But Von Rueden said the airport should consider buying properties and demolishing them, just as
McCarran has done.

He said he has suggested as much to North Las Vegas Airport Manager Duane Busch in a meeting
between members of the association and airport officials.
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"They all looked at each other as if | had spoken in favor of Iraq," he said.”
"We're not in the business of real estate, but of running airports," Millett said.

She also noted that most of the accidents involving planes from North Las Vegas Airport haven't
been serious,

"A lot of these ... have been the equivalent of fender benders," she said.

In addition, the airport itself has had little to do with the accidents, she added.

“If you look at the accidents, at no time was it something the airport did or didn't do," she said.
That's little consolation to neighbors, however.

Johnny Austin was never convinced he was safe in the six years he lived at the Rancho Mesa
apartments and moved into a new apartment on Lone Mountain Road and Simmons Street last
Friday.

"We moved just in time," the 35-year-old father of four said. "We have young kids and we wouldn't
want anything to happen to them."

Robinson, who was still talking about the crash with neighbors outside her house Monday evening,
wondered what was next.

"This is just too close to the airport," she said.

"What's keeping them planes from falling on our houses?"
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Rep't Date Location Make / Model Regist Severity angy(ll):r‘::eAri ;if::fgoﬁ?;z?mss
Status Number As)
Prel (2703 [Vemal,UT ~ [J&ospaiale &S opy s [NORfAL oy g): General Avistion
Prel  |1/10/03 fﬁ}‘ Lake City, Agugta Al09k2 [NOOIRX Fatal(2) |Part91: General Aviation
Prel 121202 |Monticello, UT  [§rospatiale AS-  \npoggg |Nomfatal |p,1 133 Rotorcratt Ext, Load
Fact |5/23/02  |Moab, UT {Betl 206811 N19IRH (Nonfatal Part 91: General Aviation
Finl [5/1802 [Salem,UT  [Bell 206L-1 N3894Q |Nonfatal ggggﬁ:;‘é; o Helbsomters, .
Fact |3/26/02 | Oakley, UT Bell 206L-3 N3oyR {Nonfatal fp.; o). General Avistion
Final |12/27/01 |Park City, UT _|Hughes 369E N28OSP_|Fatal(3) |[PublicUse
Figal {12/101 |Bryce, UT [Bell 206B NOTIKH N"nfatal)NSCH Pa s A taxi &
Finai |11/9/01 |Ogden, UT Agusta A119 : R[Uzd % " Aviation
Foal 7700  |LOGAN,UT bell 206L.3 N38, ’“\W ?W Avition
Final |s/4i00  |BLANDING, UT g‘;g%mﬁm As oo, dbj - viation
Final {4100 |HELPER,UT  [Lowkins & Powers lygq rart 133 Rotorcraft Ext. Load
Final (21100 [NOOPSCROSS:|Beyiopsgar  [N7UT  Fawi2)  [Part 91: Genoral Aviation
Final 12900 [ofy TEASANT (Ber a1 N212HQ [Nonfatal |pyr 133: Rotorcraft Ext. Load
............ . o — ——
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Aviation Query Results Page

14 records meet your criteria.

Page 1 of 1

Rep't Regist Type of Air Carrier Operation
Status Date Location Make / Model Number Severity § and Carrier Natx:)(l)olng Business
Prel  [12/1/02  |Panaca, NV (Bell 47G-3B-1 Nago20 |Nonfatal jp, o). General Aviation
Prel  |9/25/02 E%"h Las Vegas, 15011 206L-1 - N601GM [Nonfatal |p, : 1. General Aviation
Prel 6/14/02 North Las Vegas, |Robinson R-22 [N7041B [Nonfatal Part 91: General Aviation
NV Beta
Prel  |6/802 |Henderson, Nv [RobinsonR22Beta |y, 0o (Nonfatal |p, o). General Aviation
Final |6/6/02 Ef.ggg’ LAS | RopisenR22 - [N7IS6W | Nonfatal |p, 1 91 General Aviation
Prel (329002 g‘\’,"h Las Vegas, [Robinson R22 Beta [N7040C |Nonfatal |p, 91. General Aviation
Prel  ]10/24/01 |Laughlin, NV ?)I:z?::ggm N451DL |Nonfatal p, 91. General Aviation
MD Nonfatal
Pl (12301 |ELY,NV HELICOPTERS, |N8353F Part 91: General Aviation
1 |INC.369D e _
Fipal |12/14/00 I‘NIIE)(I}{;I\'I;!I&%S 'g"E‘,’l}f"“ R22 N7189K |Nonfatal |p. . o General Avition
inal |12/7/00 ;ITENDERSON’ 13&53 g?ggzatiale AS-  IN35SNT Nonfatal Part 91: General Aviation
Messerschmitt- .
Final |11/13/00 [PARUMPH,NV |Boelkow-Blohm |“oi!VH {Nonfatal ip . o). General Aviation
BO-105CBS-5
COLD N174EH -
Prel | 8/13/00 SI_’RINGS, NV | Bell 412 : Fatal(i) |Part 91: General Aviation
Final {8/3/00 wNTELLO’ Bell 206L-1 N10864 {Fatal(1) |Part 91: General Aviation
Prel  16/10/00 E'&L”NGTON' Sikorsky HH-3F | V200XL (Nonfatal |p, 1 o). General Aviation
1 of 1 Page
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Aviation Query Results Page Page l ot 2
26 records meet your criteria.
Rep't Regist Type of Air Carrier Operation
Status Date Location { Make / Model Number Severity | and Carrier Na:::)(Dolng Business
Prel  |12/23/02 (Dolan Robinson R22 Beta | VS08KB |p 12y [Part 91: General Aviation
Springs, AZ ) .. o B
ANDERSON
Prel  |12/16/02 EOENIX ROTORWAY EXEC |N30545 |Nonfatal \p. o1 General Aviation
Prel  |11/15/02 {Kinemam AZ ip o 506 N16962 |Fatal(1) |Part 91: General Aviation
Prel  |11/10/02 Kingman, AZ |Aerospatiale AS350B |N909WA [Nonfatal Part 91: General Aviation
Pl lo/11/02 Peach {Aerospatiale N357NT {Nonfatal [NSCH Part 135: Air Taxi & Commuter
Springs, AZ |AS350BA |HELI USA AIRWAYS INC.
Prel 7127102 : Prescott, AZ |Robinson R22 Beta N232DR [Nonfatal Part 91: General Aviation
Fina) {52802  [}89VIW.  ipey 206L-1 INt075s |Nonfatal |p, 1 o). General Aviation
Prel  |5/13/02 |Phoenix, AZ |Schweizer 269C NS77TA |Nonfatal {p, + 91. General Aviation
Prel  |4/14/02 i"z"“s"“le’ |Schweizer 269C N324PH |Nonfatal |p. 1 ;. Generat Aviation
Prel 4/1/02 Chandler, AZ :Rotorway Exec 165F |N21901 Nonfatal |Part 91: General Aviation
Final [8/28/01 |Mesa, AZ  |Bell 206-L4 N99SPM (Nonfatal |p, 91: General Aviation
| Foumaini MD HELICOPTER, Nonfatal . -
Prel  |8/14/01 Hills, AZ INC. 600N N70457 Part 91: General Aviation
Meadview, |Ewrocopter A§350-B2 [N169PA NSCH Part 135: Air Taxi & Commuter
Prel  |W/10/01 AZ Fatal(é)_ ~ |Papillon Grand Canyon Helicopters
Prel  16/21/01 |Mesa,AZ  |Schweizer 269C nsoicp |Nonfatal o o1. General Aviation
Prel  |4/23/01 |[Willcox, AZ {Bell BHT-206-L3  [N215M Nonfatal |p,+ 91. General Aviation
Final |12/22/00 X’ZILCOX' Bell 206-L3 N2gayp |Nonfatal p o o1: General Aviation
Pinal |11/15/00 |MESA, AZ ?urocopter AS 350B- {N972AE |Nonfatal Part 91: General Aviation
GRAND NSCH Part 135: Air Taxi & Commuter
i : Nonfatal |CLASSIC LIFEGUARD
Final |10/14/00 g;NYON, Bell 206L-1 N2233F |AEROMEDICAL (D.B.A. CLASSIC
_ B HELICOPTERS)
Pl |90 [PHOENIK lyughes THssa  [NPISD Nonfatal |p.; 91: General Aviation
NSCH Part 135: Air Taxi & Commuter
HOOVER  [Sikorsky/Orlando S- Nonfatal [PAPILLON HELICOPTERS INC.
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Aviation Query Results Page Page2 ot 2
, DAM,AZ |3 (D.B.A. PAPILLON GRAND
Fal 800 | [N17754 | |CANYONHELICOPD)
Final 72700 [PHOENS IRohinson R-22Beta |Nooois Nonfatal |p.11 91: General Aviation
Final (71900 |CAYE . Ischweizerzgoc  [N77TA [Nonfatal lpor g1 General aviation
Final |5/11/00 |MESA,Az [Eurocopter AS350B2 \N8SIHW |Nonfatal |pyrt 91: General Aviation
Final [4/2000 |[VALLEY, |Hughes OH-6A N61869 |NOMMA1AL1p.rt 91: General Aviation
AZ ‘
GRAND .
, Nonfatal [NSCH Part 135: Air Taxi & Commuter
sl (#1800 |CANYON,  |Bell 206L3 N2267N D5 A KENAL Ao ICOPTERS)
CRAND o NSCH Part 135: Air Taxi & Commuter
. N175PA |Nonfatal [PAPILLON AIRWAYS INC. (D.B.A.
Fial |#16/00 CANYON,  [Bell 407 DI T ON GRAND CYN
{HELICOPTERS)
1 0f 1 Page
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85 records meet your criteria.
Rep't Date Location Make / Model Regist Severity an:yg:r(;;;:j ;ac:lzr::)roggeﬁ?xgrnl:ss
Status Number As)

Prel  |1/4/03 |Collinsville, CA  |Schweizer 269C N98TH |Fatal(1) Part 91: General Avi_ation
Brel 121802 |LosBanos,CA |Schweizer2eoc |NO642KC [Nonfatal |, 91: General Aviation
Prel 11/21/05 |Monterey, cA Astus EXEC 162F [Misarc [Nonfatal | fan 91: General Aviation
Prel 202 g‘f““ Pines, |5 4762 Nas16p |Nonfatal Part 91: General Aviation

Prel  |10/17/02 ﬁﬁyward, CA  |Schweizer269C  [N61416 Nonfatal Part 91: General Aviation
Prel 10/3)05 | .RIALTO, CA g:g?;‘:ggw | Nezssﬁ ;NOnfafaI Part 91: General Aviation
Prel  |92902  |Bishop, CA parocopter AS330- Inssasa [Nonfatal pypic e

Pret  |9/23/02 'Silver;:do, cA B Robinson R22B :N2331 Nonfatal {5,191 General Aviation
Prel N ﬁiéton, CA  [Ben222uT [Fa7a” P:a.tal(3) |Part91: Goners Aviation
prel (83002 fei VECREEK, Iqiorsky s.557  azaza [Nomfatal ipoyas: pororcratt Ext. Load
Prel  [824002 |OASIS,CA  [Bell 47G-2 Naazsi [NOB8tal [pur 137 agriciturl

Prel  |7/30/02 |Fresno, CA Robinson R22 Beta [\ 40 .r Nonfatal bact91: Gemeral Aviation
Prel | 7/15/62 |Concord, CA  |Schweizer269C-1 [N20256 [Nonfatal |p. o1 General Aviation
Prel [77102  |Compton,CA  {Bell 47G-2 | N2483B Nonfatal Part 91: General Aviation
Pre] 712/02 | Chatsworth, CA g:lt'?is on k22 ” N4072T Nion.fata-l |Part 91: General Aviation
Pl 62502 [Omario,cA  [peDomel  fnaont [Nonfatal fpn o) Genera Avistion

Prel |s22002 | pemmoth Lakes, |Robinson R22Betw \N71045 atai2)  [Part 91: General Aviation
Pret (51902 |STOCKTON.CA g o omF-28¢  [Ns1716 |Nonfatal ip. o). General Aviation
Prel |¥2802 |Chico, CA Bell OHsea  |N8TBC [Nonfatal [p, oo

Prel  [326/02 |Dussmuir, CA _[Sikorsky S-61A  [N318Y |Faral(1) _|Part 133: Rotorerafi Ext. Load
Prel |3202 |Susanville, CA  [S20OCPTAS- Ny igan [Fatal(l)  [Part 91: General Avistion
Prel 2/21/02  |Glendora, CA r onb.inson R22 Beta NB045K | Nonfatal Part 91: General Aviation
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Aviation Query Results Page Page 2 of 3
Prel  {11/4/01 ;giccmbmo, f%g*;.iim R2 7107y [Faal) [Part51: Geaeral Aviation
Fact |10/22/01 |Long Beach, CA -g:‘g‘;ggl(}m N959SD EIn"idem |Pubtic Use
Fina] [9/23/01 |Carlsbad,CA  |Hughes369D  [N26ssT |NORfatal |p. i o1. General Aviation
Prel  |9/22/01 :Chit:t.), CA | iggo;g;iale N91INT F.atal(l) |Part 91: General Aviation
Finl |81801 |Vinton,CA |AfoSpaialeAS |ygy y  Nonfatal gfm(_:gﬁf(gsﬁ.i.irkgxkﬁ@unmm
_ . o thcoptcrs)
Final  [8/11/01 |strathmore, CA [Bett 47644 [Na2s2y iN°nfatal Part 137: Agricultural
Prel a1 |Los Angeles, CA MDHI 520N INosssp {lacident |pq o1 General Aviation
inal |7/21/01 Traf.:g.(, CA | Hughes 269C !NSOISVW Nonfatal P?n't 91: General Aviation
Final {72101 |LosAngeles, CA"; sikorsky s-76a  |NV/69BB Nonfatal Part 91: General Aviation
Final | ‘:;/.13/01 |Biythe, CA .g.Hiue.r.UH-le IN9281P Nonfatal Part 137: Agricultural
Prel  |7712/01 (S:"A“ Francisco, Beu 206B fN47ésF Nonfatal [p,; 9. G.encrél A;riation
Prel  |7/5/01 ?RIVERStDE’ CA [pen 4701 sta.tsso. [Nonfatal [pe o1 Genora Aviation
Pret 7/2/01 JHayward, CA Robinson R22 Beta N4052K :Nonfatal Part 91: General Aviation
Prel  |6/29/01 !Salinas, CA Bell 206B N2269A {INOnfatal |p. 4 o1 General Aviation
Brel 62400 [go 0 ROPUES pughes260a  [Ns72er Nonfatal [p, 91: General Aviation
Final [6/1601 |oio"@n VIV, ugnes369HS  [Naa6TV |Nonfatal {p, 133 posorcraft Ext. Load
Final [s31/01 |2atonwillow,  lpengrgan  {NUODT [Nonfatal |pyry 137, agricuttural
Final [5/23/01 [Murieta, CA  [RobinsonR22B  [N23526 |Nonfatal |p. o1 General Aviation
P_r_ql. 5/12/01  {San Diego, CA  |Bell 206B N2102z [NOnfatal \por o1 General Aviation
Finel {423/01 |Fortuns,ca  [Robinson R22beta [Nso6EH [Nonfatal fartmzceneml Aviation
Final {3/21/01 |Long Be;ach, CA [RobinsonR22B  [Nsagoa |NOBfatal fpo o1 General Aviation
Prel  |3/18/01 |Hollister,CA  |EnstromF-28C  [Ne37H |NOofatal lp, o1. General Aviation
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NEXT LAST

Pl |y1801 |OJALCA Schweizer 269C  [N6123A |[NOBFatal [po o1 e Aviation

Prel  [3/17/01 Hay;rar;i, CA ig{g%%ﬁggpr5“°° N9§6PD [Nonfaral Public Use

Final [221/01 |San Diego, CA gg&‘;;‘:;gm N6osBP [Nonfatal {p, o). General Aviation

Final |91  |Vinterhaves,CA tpoy 476381 [Nsosac |Nonfatal lp, 139 Agrientnural

Fipal |27/01  |Pixley, CA Bell 476-5 IN6260C Nonfatal |p,; 137. Agﬁculmml

Final [121400 |CARLSBAD,CAlh onesosoc  |nioo7n [Nonfatal [p, ;g1 Genena Aviation
1 of 2 Pages

Return to Query Page | Index of Months

Use your browsers "back" function to return to this page from a report.

http://www.ntsb.gov/ntsb/Response2.asp

D. 10 ajw

4/1/2003



