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My name is Nancy Bonham and what I am here today to speak on is supported by:

HORSE COUNCIL OF NEVADS WASHOE COUNTY CHAPTER

SILVER KNOWLS SPURS 4H

COMSTOCK ARABIANS

NORTH RENO HORSEMANS ASSOCIATION

HIGH SCHOOL RODEO ASSOCIATION

( I could have put more here but figured this showed where I pulled my support)

We need this amendment to protect the existing open spaces and country lifestyle of the
residents of this state. Two years ago a similar bill was presented to you for consideration
and the city of Reno said that they had a plan in the works that would keep everyone
happy. Not only did they not have an acceptable plan, they have not acted in good faith,
the Verdi law suite is a good example. At that time you tabled the purposed bill. We are
here today to get this new bill passed for the good of the people of the State of Nevada.

For example, the city of Sparks and Reno have consistently voted in favor of expansion
and against good management of our county these past two years. The city of Reno says
that they need more money. They have expanded 300% in the recent past. The city of
Sparks has expanded 280%. The city of Reno says that in order to get enough tax
revenues to support the city they need to annex more. Expanding 300% should have
taught them that not only do you gain tax revenue, you also gain expenses. The city is in
this state because the land annexed has cost the city more to maintain than the tax
revenue gained. Annexing more land isn’t going to help the city of Reno solve their
financial problems it will only increase them, it is their mismanagement that needs to be
fixed before anything else is done. The bill before you will assist all counties in our
situation help maintain a balance between city and rural. My husband was born here and
the ranch he was raised on is now part of Meadowood Mall and the Airport. When we
decided to move ten years ago we checked with the county and found that Golden Valley
was set aside for the rural lifestyle. Now that is in jeopardy.

Let me explain a little of what having a rural lifestyle in our county does to support both
Reno and Sparks. Livestock and agricultural are the backbone of this state and the
country as a whole. I will use horses as an example.

In years of fiscal crises, the direction of the government is to assist in the creation of
revenue, misguided Cities and people think that to build more houses will help, this just
is not so. The continued use and protection of rural land to generate revenue is a sounder
economic and social agenda. The livestock industry is the fifth largest revenue producing
industry in the United States and larger here in Nevada

The average horse owner pays between $2400.00 and $3600.00 per year to keep a horse
at their home. It is considerably more if the animal is kept at a boarding facility. County
real property tax is assessed on barns, arenas, stables, fencing, etc., additionally; license
and registration fees are paid for pick-up trucks and horse trailers, boarding facilities and
training facilities. Local businesses profit form selling riding apparel, tack and feed.
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Breeders, trainers, veterinarians and ferriers are also supported by the horse industry to
name just a few.

In the United States the horse industry contributes $112.1 billion in revenues annually,
creating 1.4 million jobs and generates $1.9 billion in taxes.

Just the owning of personal horses provided a taxable revenue of over $150,000,000.00 in
Washoe County, which includes Reno and Sparks. Add to that all of the horse related
activities that take place at the Livestock Events center and you have a huge influx of
money into the Cities. Using the figures of The Horse Council of Nevada and others you
are looking at an income of over $300,000,000.00, most of which goes to the Cities in the
way of hotel rooms, restraints, entertainment and so on.

It is understood that Cities sometimes need to grow. However consideration needs to be
given to all of the citizens in the counties and not allow the cities to tell those in the
county that City life is more important than rural life and that we need to change our
lifestyle or move to accommodate them. The Regional Planning and the Regional
Governing Board have not adequately addressed these situations and never will as the
law stands. City and County can live together if they work together, this revision to the
law will make that a reality.

In conclusion the owners of existing rural land that is being threatened with annexation
feel that the pending changes in land use designations are a “taking of their real
property”. It is a real concern to these property owners that the removal of the ability to
use their property as originally purchased violates both the 5% and the 14" amendment to
the United States Constitution. Not only could the Cities be liable for decreases in
property values and uses; compensation for these losses would come at the expense of the

taxpayer.

Thank You

Nancy Bortham

Horse Council of Nevada
Washoe County Chapter

BT L
pAGE 2946






T e -

Reno Livestock m<m=$ Centerin Oﬂoam_. 2002. The event meant an estimated ﬁ m 3____o= *oq the Reno moo=o3<

By Guy Clifton
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e Chinese calendar —_mnm .

this as “The Year of the

. Goat,” but 2003 in Reno

might well, be called “The Year
of the Horse.” ,

Between now and earl
November, the Reno Livestoc
Events Center will play host to
more than 20 equine-relared
events that are expected to bring
to town several thousand Sm_-
tors and infuse the region’
tourism-dependent economy

- with millions of dollars.

“It’sa very large economic im-
pact on the area,” said John
House, RLEC general manager.

How large an economi¢ im-

act has never been'studied on a
ocallevel, but a researcher at the
Gn:anm_ﬂw of Nevada, Reno is
hoping to receive a grant to con-
duct such a study, ,

“TheU.S. horse industry is ﬂrn
fifth largest in terms of gross do-
mestic product. It hasa $112.5-
billion annual impact (nation-

iﬁnrs said Al Cirelli, a horse
ialist at University of Néva- -

»u Reno’s College of Agricul-
ture, Biotechnology and Natural
Resgurces, citing a survey done
for the American Horse Council

-by the Barents Group of Wash-

ington, D.C, “The horse indus-
try is a very big industry. Horse
ownership covers all stratas of

~ the economy. People in thé aver-

age to upper average levels of in-

come are the backbone of the -

horse industry.”
Those who take part in com-
petitive rOnmm events — such as

.wamnma
_amga_c:m_

many of the events being held i E

Renothisyear—are in upperin-
conie brackets. The National
Cutting Horse Association says
theaverage householdincome of
its members is $175,405.

In additien the American

Horse Council estimates that for
every horse at an event, 3.8 peo-

ple come along with it. "That can .

owners, spouses, riders, drivers,
grooms and trainers.
“If you have an event with; say

100 competitors,you could very -

easily easily have 300 people

, mcunoﬁ._nm those activities — or

more,” Cirelli said.

Filling the Livestock Events
Center’s calendar is everything
from next week’s American

Quarter Horse Association Sil-

ver Dollar Circuit show to the
Senior National Finals Rodeo in
November.

“We are really just opening up
our (horse) season now and it
will run all the way into Novem-
ber with the senior rodeo,”
House said. “Our schedule is
pretty full. To bring in some of
theselarger shows, we hadtodis-

place some of the smaller busi- -

ness that we had.

“What’s really happening
now is we’re starting to get larg-
er shows with more participants
and longer stays. Those are the
kind of shows we’re trying to
bring in and keep ﬂ_ﬁB coming
back year after year.”

Large shows mean big money

for the region. Among the top

events coming in the months
ahead are:

See HORSE on GE

L ]

ule multi-million dollar boost for economy

u!t B. Esmmao mwnmzm.r.ocaw. ‘___m
Utah, skids to a stop on his horse, _-mn< Jarnie Pep, during the oum: rein work portion of the Snaffle Bit Futurity atthe

— — T
UPCOMING EQUINE EVENTS &%

>

Scheduled for the Reno Livestock Events Center

Date
‘March20-23
April 18-20
Apiil 18-20
May 26-June 14
 June 21-29
June 23
“June:24
June 26-28
July 5-12
- July 17-20
 July 18-20-
July 2427
Hug. 1647
Sept. 4-7
Sept. 1214 -
mﬁ 24-0ct. 5

OS m._ -Nm

L - .- - SeniorNational Finals Rodeo

Event Participants
AQHA Silver Dollar Circuit . 500
USTRC Team Roping N/A
ACBRA Nevada Classig 300
‘Breeders Invitational 800
~ Reno Rodeo - 1000 © f
. BFI Team Roping ) 220 .
ma_:a Rodeo Invitational Team' magé 400
u.s. ._.mma Penning Association 365
I moa_o_.__: Amabians: - ¢ "N/&
Camarillo Classic Barrel Racing 200
o Wil Horse &BuarroShow T N/A
~ Regional Mini Horse Show . 600
" Dressdgeinthe Siera N/A
Paint Horse Show 400
.. ACBRA Barrel Racing Nationial Finals - 125
* World osmau_ozmza Snaffle Bit Futurity 750
“AnigricaWest 4D Barrel Racing - 1,500
ACTRA Team Roping 1,100
350

Source; RGJ research

N
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