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Water! Will Private Wells have any
Tomorrow? On my block 5 of 8 private
dormestic wells went dry in a 18 month
period from production pumpage. Some
folks were reimbursed some were notl

MNevada is & region with water issues.

The War on Water has raged for many Years!
We must grow &5 & State with advance thought given to the natural

rasources we have.. limiting our impact on the “rasources we will leave
future genarations”

ORIGINALS ON FILE IN THE
RESEARCH LIBRARY
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Water will you have it Tommorrow?




Private Domestic Well Owners need
you to protect the water under
their homes.

If you do not have water your
home is hot habitable!

Water

= Availability

o Quahty

Are basic needs.

An interesting comment by a well owner was: if
we begin to run out of viable air will we start to
“take away” air supply to “certain” portions of
our sodety? In some areas of the State this is

essentially what Is going on.
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EACH WELL IS APPROVED
BY APPROVED BY THE
NEVADA STATE WATER
ENGINEER.

PERCEPTION VS
PRECIPITATION

+ Most think, * If we have
snow, we have water,” In
fact we are not getting
enough recharge of water
to recharge many aquifers
in our state.
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Slide 7

Many who live in subdivisions think that they have plenty of
water.

IN ONE WEEK NEWS ARTICLES QUOTED: DIR. W.C. DEPT., WATER
RESOURCES.

“THERE IS PLENTY OF WATER FOR MORE DEVELOPMENT”, DIR.
W.C. DEPT. WATER RESOURCES.

AND: * WE MUST CONSERVE BY OBSERVING WATERING DAYS- WE
ARE IN ONE OF THE WORST DROUGHTS FOR OUR AREA EVER
KNOWN.” DEPT. OF WATER RESOURCES. Yet at the same time A
Major water supplier TUMWA is asking to reduce the amount of
water they need {0 keep on hand for a drought!

Slide 8

We are overdrawing our
checking account of water
each year.

« ‘IF I KEPT MY CHECKBOOK LIKE MY
GOVERNMENT IS KEEPING THE
BALANCE OF PAPER V5. ACTUAL
WATER. I WOULD BE UNDER ARREST
FOR WRITING BAD CHECKS.'

EXHI I TG
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The straws put in by production welis go
much deeper than the domestic well- when
you get a bunch of those encircling you- the
cone of depression and affect isn't from just
one!

..

T i,

The changes to Nevada faw made in July of 2001 make
our wells a “Protectable Interest” it calls wells
an"Appurtunice” to your property. Yet we still have
wells being driven dry and not being reimbursed.

Water will you have it Tommorrow?
EXBITG
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Slide 11

Slide 12

Some folks have water rights attached- these are paper
rights attached to their well. Most do not in our State.
This is why the changes to SB 159 were made and must
be enforced. Without this assembly adding a penalty
this law witl continue to be ignored,

winte uf Newvads

Aswembly

QNE OF THE MORE COMILOVERSIAL WATER RELATED MVASUEES
Int 1900 SEY FORTH THE CONDITIONS URDER WHIH THE STATE
ENCGRIEEN COULD BEVOKE A TEMIORAKY PFRAIT OR PROEDIT
BREPENING OR  WIDRNLING  OF A DFIMESTIC WELL M
CLARK COUNTY - THUS, (N EFTET, REQUARENG TFIE OWHER OF
THE WELL TG HOOK 1P 70 A MUNKIFPAL WATER S YST108

THIS ASS0E WAY REVISIITD N Me THROUGH ENAUTMUNT (F
SEMATE MEL. 39 BRCAUSE A PIRSON GENERALLY DOLS NOI
NAVE TO OHVAIN A PEEMIT 10 BRILL A DOMESTI WELL 10 SERVE
A SINGLE-FARILY BEGIDENCE, TUE WERLE OWRIH ALSG DUES NG
MECEIVE & "Waliid MIGHT IN T IRADTIIONAL SENSE  FOR THIS
REASONM, T4 THE BARLY ivubs, THE [FOSLATURYE CREATED A
UPROVELYISED INTEREST FOM VHTRE W18 CRSURING THAT T
CRVRIERS BAVE & CEGRED GF PROTECTION WHEH A HNFW. LARDER
WL 3 PRUIVINED WHICH MAY IR OH THEIR WATHR
SURPLY, SERATLY ML 0 BEXTONDL  Viiy SEROTRCT LT
INFEREST,” WHICH CREANALLY HALL APPLIED GRLY 0UTs08
CEARE COERY . 70 CLARK L OUNTY A% WELL 10 MFASURE
ALSO CSPABLISHES A “FLOGR® UF 30 FERCENT T0) Lt Al b WITH

SRUST HE PROVIDED TU VHE DEMESTIC WELL OWNER R THE
HOLDER O A REVOTVABLE FELLLT WHO 1S REOUIRED 10 CON SO T
10 A BIRICTPAL WAT B SVSTEM
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Slide 13

Slide 14

Figura 23. Alluvial fans border the mountains at the outlets of
stream channels and contain mostly coarse-grained sediments.

A wellwant dry in 2001 that used to serve seven homes on the fan.

{(fora long period of time with known sustainable recharge )

- surviving droughts-

Western waterlaw has atways respected that* He who is firstis honored.”
The difference is ;that domestic well users apportionmentof 2.02 acre feet
each year has not been consistently "considered” within this concept.
Naturallogic tells even folks thatdo notowhn private wells thatyou don’t build
new houses if you are going to dry up and impact existing homes.

This is an example of the kind of situation that happens. .. These folks had to spend over
$38,000. out of pocket... immediately... not everyone has that kind of money available. They
were only reimbursed but $13,000.

Three doors down from this home the man was denied “not due to impact”.

Two doors from that a 76 year old man has been cited and taken to court for not capping his old
well when he can’t get the new well connected yet because he has been going through chemo-
therapy and is short of funds he will stand trial next month- for not capping his wel,

Each older home out in the country has it’s own issues... There are wells under power lines,
wells now considered to be in easements which weren’t even in existence when the well was
originally drilled 20 years ago.

An entire subdivision of wells which lasted at 40 ft to 80 ft depths for over 20 years now being
told they were too shallow to begin with- all of them even though that was the standard and
approved depth at the time all of this in a one mile radius. This story is all over Nevada.

(1 BT G
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Slide 15

Slhide 16

28 wells on this one aquifer most buiit after 1995 with many more to come and
already permitted.

“Thera Is a major meeting this morning for TMWA the major water purveyar to get
permission to lower the amount of water they need to keep in reserve for
drought.

This would mean during a drought they could pump even more millions of gailens
each day from some of thase very wells-

All this in an area where POW are already going dry.

ExBITl
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Stide 48

Slide 50
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Please help stop the railroading of
Private Domestic Well Owners.
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Slide 27

Slide 36

People feel like
new water users
have reached
through their
homes pipes and
attacked them in
their homes.

Exrt1 DT G
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Slide 37 ¢

]

Now a year and a half we still
don‘t have pipes in the
budget- the Dept. of Water
Resources is saying, ™ We're
waiting to see if the Private
Domestic Well Owners are
going to get the pipes for
freel”

Slide 43 :——_‘_"———_“—_‘ —
This chart shows that if more pumping is
allowed PDW will go dry!
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March 21 2003

If this law goes through or the
current law remains the same
Private Domestic Well Owners
will not be notified.

O

2000 Was a very high growth year in
Washoe County even compared across the
nation. We still only had an average of
between 3 and 28 AFA appropriated or
diverted at any one time subdivisions are
built in phases. No appropriations or
diversions come close to 350 afaor Yaof 1
cfs. Therefore, no notifications are needed.

70T e
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March 21 20U3
AB 334

| The affect of this many wells isn't confined to 2500 feet!

b,

The effect of these
17 of 28 wells is
clearly not limited
to 2500 ft. neither
should the - -
notification of the
potential impact.

EMBIT &
Water will you have it Tommorrow? PAcE 11417 1
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THERESA SHANNON
From: "Tim Wilson" <twilson@ndwr state.nv.us>
To: *Terri Shannon (E-mail)” <roly001@msn.com>

Sent: Manday, March 17, 2003 10:56 AM
Attach: SHANNON.xis
Subject: SUBDIVISIONS

Terri - Attached is a subdivision list showing numbers of lots and

associated water commitments. Iused the year 2000 in Washoe County as an
example. The average number of lots for the year 2000 in Washoe County is
37 lots for 19 acre-feet annually. As Iindicated on the phone, most final
subdivision maps that come through our office are phases of larger tentative
subdivision maps. Based on a review of the attached numbers, it appears
your estimate of 3-28 acre-feet per final subdivision map is reasonable.
Concerning your estimate of 6,192 units to be built in the future, I do not
believe our office has any way to confirm that number. Please let me know
if you can't open the attached file, so I can fax it to you instead.

ExtIBiT G
PAEE (6 41T
3/20/2003



*AB334*

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 334-ASSEMBLYMEN GIBBONS, ANGLE,
KNECHT, ANDONOV, CHRISTENSEN, CLABORN, COLLINS,
GEDDES, GRADY, GRIFFIN, GUSTAVSON, HARDY,
KOIVISTO, MCCLEARY, MORTENSON AND WEBER
MARCH 14, 2003

JOINT SPONSOR: SENATOR MATHEWS

Referred to Committee on Government Affairs
SUMMARY-—Revises provisions regarding issuance of certain
permits to appropriate or change point of diversion
of water for wells to prevent adverse effects on
existing domestic wells. (BDR 48-738)

FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No.

Effect on the State: No.

EXPLANATION — Matter bl holesd iradics is new, matter between brackets fosiitrad muaienad) is material to be omitted.

AN ACT relating to the State Engineer; revising provisions
regarding the issuance of a permiit to appropriate or
change the point of diversion of water for a well;
authorizing the State Engineer to require mitigation of
unreasonable adverse effects on existing domestic wells
under certain circumstances; and providing other matters
properly relating thereto.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. NRS 534.110 is hereby amended to read as follows: 1
534.110 1. The State Engineer shall administer this chapter 2
and shall prescribe all necessary regulations within the terms of this 3
chapter for its administration. 4
2. The State Engineer may: 5
(a) Require periodical statements of water elevations, water 1
used, and acreage on which water was used from all holders of 2
permits and claimants of vested rights. 3
(b) Upon his own initiation, conduct pumping tests to determine 4
if overpumping is indicated, to determine the specific yield of the 5
aquifers and to determine permeability characteristics. 6
3. The State Engineer shall determine whether there 1s 7
unappropriated water in the area affected and may issue permits 8
only if the determination is affirmative. The State Engineer smay-must9
require each applicant to whom a permit t¢ ¢pprapriaie or change 10
the point of diversion of wates is issued for a now ar existing well: 11
(a) For municipal, quasi-municipal or industrial use; and {2

2 Ay~ A naan b aviaatedrata ara.

eseFeasonabry-expe

o Ar conni () anea fant o n v ” a
to report periodically to the State Engineer concerning the effect of 13
that well on ether-nio luss than 30% of the previously existing wells-that-areJocated-within 16
private domestic wells in the sub hyvdrobasin of the well 2.500feet-of thewel 17
4, It is a condition of each appropriation of ground water 18 page 16
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acquired under this chapter that the right of the appropriator relates 19
to a specific quantity of water and that the right must allow for a 20
reasonable lowering of the static water level at the appropriator’s 21

point of diversion. In determining a reasonable lowering of the static 22

water level in a particular area, the State Engineer shall consider the 23

economics of pumping water for the general type of crops growing 24
and may also consider the effect of using water on the economy of 25

the area in general. 26
5. This section does not prevent the granting of permits to 27
applicants later in time on the ground that the diversions under the 28
proposed later appropriations may cause the water level to be 29

lowered at the point of diversion of a prior appropriator, so long as 30
any protectible interests in existing domestic wells as set forth in 31
NRS 533.024 and the rights of holders of existing appropriations 32

can be sailsﬁed under such express condlnons -[—At—the—&me—a—pexmﬁ—.?)?r

(a) For] for municipal, quasi-municipal or industrial use {. and 36
(b) Whose] w!uch izm a feaseﬂably—expeeteé—rate of dlversmn or more th;m 4 gfa 37

mefe—the State Engmeer shall mclude as a condltlon of the penmt 39
that [pumping] -
(a) Pumping water pursuant to the perrrut may be limited or 41
prohibited to prevent any unreasonable adverse effects known io be private domestic wells faling

Trom dla\\ down causn.d by moductlon wells in a sub hvdrobasin-en-an42
; Res H ; he-well, uniess 43
the holder of the permlt and the owner of the domestlc well have 44
individually agreed to alternative measures that mitigate those adverse effects {.] 1 |
sl 2
(h) The holder of the permit may be reguived 1o mifigate any 3
unreasonable adverse effects on un existing domestic well thut ure 4
retuted to actions carvied out subject to the permit, as delermined 5
by the State Engineer. 6
6. If the Stare Engineer determines thar unreasonsbic 7
adverse effects on an existing domestic well have been caused by 8
actions carried out subject io a permit granted purstoni 1o 9
subsection 3, he-mapmust require ifre holder of the permis to mitigate inclusive of peralties of
at least 23% percent of the capitol improvement expenses of the private domestic well owier
and repayment of at least 30% and no more than 83% of the capitol improvements {on site and

off sste) f deepen redrill or ft()()fc-ﬂ'ﬁ foa mztmupal sl'fsten.f 10

7. The State Engmeer shal] conduct 1nvest1gat10ns in any basm 12
or portion thereof where it appears that the average annual 13
replenishment to the ground water supply may not be adequate for 14
the needs of all permittees (inclusive of private domestic appurtunices) and all vested-right |
claimants, and if his 15
findings so indicate the State Engineer may order that withdrawals 16
be restricted to conform to priority rights. 17
17.1 & In any basin or portion thereof in the State designated by 18
the State Engineer, the State Engineer may- must restrict drilling of wells 19 |
in any portion thereof if he determines that additional wells would 20 pass L7

ExH1 T &
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cause an undue interference with existing wells (inclusive of private domestic wells). Any order I
or21
decision of the State Engineer so restricting drilling of such wells 22
may be reviewed by the district court of the county pursuant to 23
NRS 533.450. 24

Page 18
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