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Failing To Pass AJR10 Would Be A “Penny-Wise, Pound-Foolish.”

The evidence is clear that tobacco prevention and cessation programs are part of the
solution to the fiscal crisis states are facing. Those states that choose wisely to
invest in tobacco prevention despite tight budgets will reap the benefits of fewer
kids smoking, lives saved and taxpayer dollars saved by reducing smoking-caused
health care costs. Studies have shown that the California and Massachusetts
tobacco prevention programs were saving up to $3 in health care costs for every
dollar spent. States that make shortsighted decisions to cut tobacco prevention pay
a steep price in lives and dollars.

When budgets are tight, it makes sense to look for ways to save money. Tobacco
control programs not only save money but they save lives as well. With nmere
Nevadan’s dying from tobacco-related diseases than the next five leading,
preventable causes of death combined, we mwust remain true to the intent of the
settlement and fully fund programs to promote public health and discourage
tobacco use. States can save lives now by investing in these prevention and
cessation programs, and that is a big investment in the future.

It is shortsighted for Nevada to cut tobacco prevention programs because tobacco
use costs Nevada millions of dollars every year in health care costs under Medicaid
and other health care programs. Skyrocketing Medicaid costs have been one of the
causes of state budget deficits. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) estimates annual smoking-caused health care costs in Nevada at
more than $450 million, including more than $96 million Medicaid.

This year, Nevada has even more of an obligation to fund tobacco prevention
programs because of the added revenue generated by pending cigarette tax
increases.

Too many states are engaging in fiscal malpractice by mortgaging their futures.
These states are raiding tobacco funds to cover budget shortfalls, and denying
themselves a sound investment in their citizens' health.

Failing to pass a Constitutional amendment to protect the MSA dollars would be a
penny wise and pound foolish. Please, help us keep the promise: Tobacco money

for tobacco prevention. Vote “YES” on AJR10.
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