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MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Bremner
Vice Chairman Hickey
Mr. Bergevin
Mr. Brady
Mr. Coulter
Mr. Glover
Mrs. Hayes
Mr. Horn
Mr. Marvel
Mr. Rhoads
Mr. Robinson
Mrs. Westall
MEMBERS ABSENT: Mr. Vergiels
AT.SO PRESENT: Bill Bible, Fiscal Analyst; Judy Matteucci,

Deputy Fiscal Analyst; Mike Alastuey, Deputy
Budget Director

Chairman Bremner called the meeting to order at 8 a.m.

COMMITTEE WORK SESSION

Mr. Bible distributed to the committee a computer printout detail-~
ing reductions in various state agencies which overall results

in approximately $280,000 savings to the General Fund over the
biennium. (Exhibit A4)

Mr. Glover asked if any proposed reductions would result in a
shortfall in agency budgets that would mean a request for

. additional funds would be made of the Interim Finance Committee.

Mr. Bible said that the reductions were in discretionary items.
such as office supplies, office expenses, communications, etc.
Chairman Bremner pointed out that cuts were not made in the
area of building rent or utilities.

Mr. Hickey moved to adopt this formula to the budgets as pre-
sented by Mr. Bible, seconded by Mr. Horn. Motion carried
with Mrs. Westall and Mr. Vergiels absent.

BUDGETS

Consumer Affairs Division

Mr. Bible read to the committee several responses from county
district attorneys statewide that were in response to a question
by the committee on each county's ability to handle the function
presently handled by the state Consumer Affairs Division. He
noted that the responses in general from the rural counties

were that they could not handle the increased workload. Mr.
Bible added that this request was made in regard to a reccom-
mendation by the Governor's Management Task Force that the
agency be eliminated.

Mr. Alastuey said that the Governor's Management Task Force
Recommendation No. 153 would reassign the responsibility of

the Consumer Affairs Division by essentially passing it to the
counties. However, Recommendation 154 stipulates that until
the responsibility for this function is delegated to the local
level the existing organizations should be modified to increase
efficiency. He added that the Reno Consumer Affairs Office

is closed as it was felt that the needs of northern Nevada
could be served based in Carson City.

1586

(Committee Minutes)

A Form 70 8769 T




Minr2=—f the Nevada State Le;nd ature ‘e ), A TN
Asselk /Commlttee on ...Nays and__zans P N,
Date: May 12, 1604 o

Page: Two

Mr. Rhoads suggested that if the agency is eliminated that a
procedural checklist and a manual listing resources available
to handle various types of consumer complalnts be provided to
local counties. He further referred to previous testimony

from Mr. Wadhams, Department of Commerce, that he would support
the transfer of duties to the county district attorneys. Mr.
Bible said that the function could be handled possibly through
the Department of Commerce.

Mr. Rhoads moved to delete the Consumer Affairs Division which
would transfer the responsibility to the counties with a
recommendation to Mr. Wadhams, Department of Commerce, that

a checklist be prepared and distributed to counties. Seconded
by Mr. Bergevin. Motion failed.

Mr. Bergevin moved to amend the budget by eliminating the Las :
Vegas office, seconded by Mr. Horn. Mr. Alastuey pointed out .
that the Commissioner of Consumer Affairs is located in Las :
Vegas. Motion failed.

Mr. Hickey moved to amend the budget by eliminating the Carson
City office, seconded by Mr. Horn. Motion failed.

Mr. Bergevin moved to eliminate 5 positions in the budget leav-
ing 6 positions between the Las Vegas and Carson City offices
to be placed at the agency's discretion and adjust the oper-
ating expenses accordingly, seconded by Mrs. Westall.

Motion carried with Chairman Bremner, Mr. Coulter, Mr. Brady
and Mrs. Hayes voting NO.

Mr. Rhoads moved to adopt the GOVERNOR'S RECOMMENDATION AS
AMENDED, seconded by Mr. Bergevin. Motion approved; BUDGET
" CLOSED.

Insurance Division:

Mr. Bible pointed out to the committee that according to Mr.
Wadhams, Department of Commerce, that the two actuary positions
that were recommended for deletion were needed by the agency.

Mr. Glover observed that the deletion of the two actuary
positions will do the consumers of Nevada a disservice.

Mr. Glover moved to add back into the budget for the Insurance
Division the two actuary positions, seconded by Mr. Hickey.
Motion failed.

Mr. Bergevin moved to amend the motion by including only one
actuary position, seconded by Mr. Horn. Motion failed.

Mr. Bergevin moved to adopt the GOVERNOR'S RECOMMENDATION,
seconded by Mr. Hickey. Motion approved with Chairman Bremner
and Mr. Glover voting NO. :

Real Estate Division

Mr. Alastuey pointed out that the administrator of the Real
Estate Division indicated that they would like one of the two
Real Estate Investigator III positions that were earlier
deleted in the Executive Budget reinstated and, also, they
said the division would be willing to delete the Chief Real
Estate Investigator to replace that one Investlgator IIT
position.
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Mr. Bible noted that the administrator of the Real Estate
Division has indicated that there will be a shortfall under
the Examination Fees category in' the amount of $82,000 the
first year of the biennium and $70,000 the second year because
the anticipated revenue is less than the work program.

Mr. Alastuey said the shortfall is a matter of conjecture as
to what the demand for real estate exams will be. Chairman
Bremner said that in consideration of today's interest rates
the projected figure of $200,000 may be too high.

Mr. Bergev1n said it was his impression that the proposed
increase in exam fees will make up for the shortfall.

Mr. Bible said that according to S.B. 193 the salesman or
broker's exam fees will remain at $40.00.

Chairman Bremner pointed out that if the real estate salesman
and broker exam fees are increased by $15.00 to $55.00 it would
decrease the shortfall ($32,000 the first year of the biennium
and $22,000 the second).

Mr. Hickey moved to amend the exam fees in the budget to
$168,000 and $178,000 contingent upon the passage of S.B. 193
with the increase in broker and salesman exam fees to $55.00,
seconded by Mrs. Westall. Motion approved.

Mr. Hickey moved to amend the budget by deleting the Chief of
Investigations position and replace one Real Estate Investi-
gator III position, seconded by Mr. Marvel. Motion approved.

. Mr. Hickey moved to adopt the GOVERNOR'S RECOMMENDATION AS
AMENDED, seconded by Mrs. Westall. Motion approved, budget
closed.

Education and Research

Mr. Hickey moved to adopt the GOVERNOR'S RECOMMENDATION, seconded
by Mrs. Westall. Motion approved, budget closed.

Investigative Fund

Mr. Hickey moved to adopt the GOVERNOR'S RECOMMENDATION, seconded
by Mrs. Westall. Motion approved, budget closed.

Real Estate Recovery Account

Mr. Hickey moved to adopt the GOVERNOR'S RECOMMENDATION, seconded
by Mrs. Westall. Motion approved, budget closed.

Developmental Disability and Protection Advocacy

Mr. Alastuey pointed out that the agency originally requested,

in addition to the basic protection and advocacy allotment,
$31,000 in a General Fund approrpriation. This function is
required in order for the state to receive other developmental
disabilities and yet there are indications from the Development
Disability Council that they do not want to be held accountable
for providing money beyond the $50,000 in order to take care

of the requirements of the program. He added that the Governor's
recommendation, as depicted in the Executive Budget, not only
reflects the basic $50,000 advocacy grant but an additional
allotment of developmental disability money of $41,725 in order
to balance the budget.  Mr. Alastuey said that Mr. Frost,
Rehabilitation Division, indicated his objection was that the
$41,000 allotment, in effect, takes away some of the discretion
of the Developmental Disabilities Council in allotting the money.
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Mr. Hickey moved to adopt the GOVERNOR'S RECOMMENDATION,
seconded by Mrs. Westall. Motion carried; budget closed.

Gaming Control Investigative Fund

Mr. Hickey moved to.adopt the GOVERNOR'S RECOMMENDATION,
seconded by Mr. Marvel. Motion approved; budget closed.

State Lands

Mr. Rhoads said that in view of the fact that the state may
acquire over 300,000 acres of federal lands, the deletion of
the Land Use Planner II may be detrimental.

Mr. Marvel moved to restore the Land Use Planner II position
to the State Lands budget, seconded by Mrs. Hayes. Motion
approved.

Mr. Alastuey pointed out that the HUD 701 money as reflected

in the budget at $40,000 annually may not materialize in the
federal budget. He added that there is a special line in the
federal grants budget for the State Planner's Office that shows
that $40,000 being held aside for State Lands. In the event
that does not materialize and the committee does not choose

to address the issue now with a General Fund appropriation,

it is anticipated that the State Lands Division will be request-
ing the shortfall from Interim Finance.

Chairman Bremner asked if the federal grants fund any of these
positions. Mr. Alastuey said that in the past those moneys
have been received in approximately $20,000 per year and it
has been a Land Use Planner position that has absorbed those
funds. Mr. Bible said that the funds originally reflected in
the budget were two Land Use Planner III positions and both
the HUD grants and the state picked up the salaries.

Mr. Rhoads moved to adopt the GOVERNOR'S RECOMMENDATION AS®
AMENDED; seconded by Mrs. Hayes. Motion approved; budget
closed.

Division of Environmental Protection

.

Mrs. Matteucci said that the subcommittee recommends the Con- .
struction Grants Administration be reduced $115,507 (changed to
$186,180) the first year of the biennium and the second year,
$180,781. She added that the subcommittee is recommending 6
positions as opposed to the 10 positions that were recommended
by the Governor. The recommended positions are as follows:
Public Health Engineer III, 3 Public Health Engineers II, 1
Management Analyst and 1 Administrative Aid II, Range A. She
noted that this, in effect, will decrease salaries by $71,000
the first year and $76,000 the second year. In addition, the
subcommittee is recommending a reduction in the General Fund
appropriation of $5,364 the first year and $2,385 the second
year. Mrs. Matteucci detailed for the committee the General
Fund reductions: Out-of-State Travel by $2,176 in both years,
decrease In-State Travel by $8,753 both years of the biennium,
decrease the Operating category by $25,883 the first year and
$27,216 the second year, decrease the Equipment category $10,704
the first year of the biennium, decrease line item Training
$1,608 the first year and $1,690 the second year. She pointed
out that the subcommittee felt that the rest of the federal
grants that are in place have established a mechanism and saw
no reason to dismantle  or reduce them.

Mr. Bergevin observed that the Water Pollution Control position

and two Urban Planners will be deleted if the EPA funds are
not forthcoming.
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Mr. Glover moved to adopt the subcommittee's recommendations,
seconded by Mr. Bergevin. ‘Motion approved; budget closed.

Forest Fire Suppressiéon

Mr. Marvel moved to adopt the GOVERNOR'S RECOMMENDATION, seconded
by Mr. Hickey. Motion approved; budget closed.

Attorney General's Office

Mr. Bible told the committee that the Attorney General, while
appearing before the subcommittee, indicated that the one
position that is considered most critical, in addition to those
recommended by the Governor, is a Deputy Attorney General at

the State Prison (Prison Criminal Deputy I). In addition,
Mr. Bible said that the Budget Office eliminated one of the
deputies that serves the Welfare Division. Chairman Bremner

said that he had received several letters in favor of retaining
the deputy at the Welfare Division.

Mrs. Westall moved to delete the Deputy Attorneys General
that are assigned to the Public Service Commission as they
are no longer needed since the inception of the Office of the
Consumer Advocate, seconded by Mr. Hickey. Motion approved.

Mr. Hickey moved to add the Welfare Deputy II back into the
budget, seconded by Mr. Horn. Motion approved.

Mr. Glover moved to delete the Highway Deputy I, seconded by
Mr. Horn. Motion approved.

Mr. Bible pointed out that the Attorney General's office

" indicated that they would like the Criminal Deputy II under
the Criminal Division be made a full-time position rather than
the current half-time status.

Mr. Robinson moved to amend the budget to include the Criminal
Deputy II as a full-time position, seconded by Mr. Hickey.
Motion approved.

Mr. Hickey moved to increase the line item Other Building Rent
to the Agency request (from $38,000 to $2,400 each year of the
biennium), seconded by Mr. Horn. Motion approved. '

Mr. Horn moved to delete the requested new position of Criminal -
Legal Researcher, seconded by Mr. Hickey. Motion failed.

Mr. Bergevin moved to adopt the GOVERNOR'S RECOMMENDATION AS
AMENDED, seconded by Mr. Glover. Motion approved; budget
closed.

State Printing Office

Chairman Bremner referred to the budget for the State Printing
Office which reveals that the Governor is recommending two new
positions that were not requested by the agency. Mr. Alastuey
said that the Task Force pointed out the need for uniform
analysis of forms that are utilized by state agencies and one
position is requested to help design forms. The second position,
Word Processing Specialist, would provide agencies with knowl-
edgable information to assist them in "shopping" for word
processing eguipment.

Chairman Bremner said it was his impression that this would be -

a duplication of services as the new position of Lease Purchase
Specialist in the Department of General Services would be able

to provide the function of the proposed Word Processing Specialist.
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Mr.. Hickey questioned the possibility of contracting for the
services that would be, provided by these two new requested
positions. Mr. Alastuey said that he was not aware of any
firms that would offer these services on a contract basis.

In response to Mr. Hickey's question on the length of time

of each job, Mr. Alastuey said it was his impression that the
jobs would not be deleted at any time in the future - it is
an ongoing need.

Chairman Bremner asked for an explanation of the duties of
the office of Operational Analysis. Mr. Alastuey said that
the Operational Analysis Division is intended to address
the methods of doing work such as organization structures
and efforts to economize on staff.

Mr. Glover moved to delete the requested new positions of ;
Word Processing Specialist and Forms Analysis position in ’
the State Printing Office budget, seconded by Mr. Horn.

Motion approved.

Mr. Brady moved to adopt the Agency Request as amended, seconded
by Mr. Horn. :

Mr. Alastuey said the difference in staff from Governor's
Recommendation to Agency Request is one full-time position
(transfer of a reproduction machine supervisor that is taken
out of the Department of Education and is put into the budget
for the State Printer to help the Printer run a satellite
quick print office at the Stokes Building with the equipment
that was originally purchased with Education Title funds).
This overall concept is part of a cost saving measure that

- is anticipated that will produce some savings.

Mr. Brady withdrew his motion and Mr. Horn withdrew his
second.

Mr. Brady moved to adopt the GOVERNOR'S RECOMMENDATION AS
AMENDED, seconded by Mr. Horn. Motion approved; budget closed.

Chairman Bremner adjourned the meeting at 10:45 a.m.
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