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Members Present:

Chairman Westall Mr. Vergiels
Mr. Kovacs Mr. Brady
Mr. May Mr. Rusk

Mr. Bremner Mr. Stewart

Member excused: Mr. Rhoads
Guests Present:

Assemblyman Coulter, Reno
Assemblyman Barengo, Reno

For others present, see guest list, attached.
The meeting was convened at 3:18 P.M.

Mrs. Westall said the members had betore them a copy of the
proposed Standing Rules for the committee and asked for comments.

" (EXHIBIT A)

Mr. May moved to DO PASS the Standing Rules as written. Mr. Brady
seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously (EXEBIBIT A)

AJR 2 - Proposes to amend Nevada Constitution to require open and
public legislative committee meetings and abolish executive sessions
of senate.

Mr. Coulter, Assemblyman from Reno, introducer of the measure, out-
lined the purpose of AJR 2. In 1960 the.Legislature passed the
original bill requiring open meetings in Nevada. Some years later
Attorney General List, ruled the open meeting law did not apply to
the Nevada Legislature. Open meeting bills were introduced in the
1975 session. One of the proposed measures passed the Assembly,
failed in the Senate. The legislative Council ruled that because of
Section 15, allowing executive sessions of the Senate, an open
meeting law could not, by statute, be imposed on the Legislature.
Council Bureau has researched to find if there had ever been a true
"executive session" of the Senate. There was one incident and that
was in 1875, 116 years ago. It was Mr. Coulter's opinion that it
was hypocritical of the Legislature to enact the statute for others
but exempt themselves from the open meeting law. He urged the
passage of AJR 2. He presented copy of an editorial. (EXHIBIT B)

Mr. May moved to DO PASS AJR 2. Mr. Rusk seconded the motion. Motion
carried unanimously.

An unidentified guest asked that the interested organizations pre-
sent at the hearing be listed in committee report.

Chairman Westall assured her this would be done. (See Guest List)

Mr. Stewart asked if "open meeting" automatically appled to executive
session meetings.
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Mr. Vergiels answered"no", AJR 2 specifically deletes the clause
allowing the Senate to sit in executive session.

AB 12 - Revises provisions for distributing and reporting legis-
lative audits.

Speaker Barengo, sponsor of the measure, said AB 12, was a result

of a situation that oecurred last session during the Ways and Means
hearings wherein there was testimony from one of the agencies, that
an audit report had been done and it was believe there were unfavor-
able comments in the audit report, but the report could not be ob-
tained because it had to be turned over to the commission. It was
eventually received from the commission. Speaker Barengo was of

the opinion that that procedure, when the Legislature was in session,
was not valid procedure. The report should be turned over to the
Legislature when they are in session, so they would have before

them all information possible to obtain. There are now numerous
audits that have been completed but not turned over to the
Legislative Commission because of the scheduling procedure. Speaker
Barengo said that Mr. Crossley, from the audit division, who had
drafted AB 12, was present and was in support of AB 1l2.

Mr. Vergiels said he thought this bill solved a problem and moved
to DO PASS AB 12. Mr. Bremner seconded the motion. Motion carried
unanimously. : ;

Chairman Westall adjourned the meeting at 3:28 P.M.

Respectfully submitted:

M. Robertson
Secretary

(Commdittes Mimmtex)
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MOTION:
Do Pass _yy Amend ____ Indefinitely Postpone __ Reconsider
Moved By Mr. Vergiels Seconded By Mr. Bremner
AMENDMENT :
Moved By Seconded By
AMENDMENT:

MOTION AMEND AMEND
Yes No Yes  No Yes No

Brady _X .

Bremner X .

Kovacs x_ —_

May X —

Rhoads _

Rusk X

Stewart X — — _

Vergiels X _

Westall X g

TALLY: 8 in favor; one absent

ORIGINAL MOTION:

Amended & Passed

Passed XX Defeated Withdrawn

AMENDED & DEFEATED

Amended & Defeated

ATTACHED TO MINUTES

1/29/81
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ASSEMBLY LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS COMMITTEE

LEGISLATION ACTION
<:;;E: AJR 2

SUBJECT Proposes to amend Nevada Constitution to require open and public legisla-

tive committee meetings and abolish executive sessions of senate

MOTION:

Do Pass XX
Mr.

Moved By May

Amend Indefinitely Postpone Reconsider

Seconded By Mr. Rusk

AMENDMENT :

Moved By

Seconded By

AMENDMENT:

MOTION

<
o
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No

Brady
Bremner
Kovacs
May
Rhoads
Rusk
Stewart
Vergiels
Westall

bebebebe] bebefel |

TALLY: 8 in favor; one absent

ORIGINAL MOTION: Passed XX

AMEND AMEND

Yes No Yes No

Defeated Withdrawn

Amended & Passed

AMENDED & DEFEATED

Amended & Defeated

(:jAmended & Passed

ATTACHED TO MINUTES 1/29/81
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7.
8.
9.

10.

11.

12.

EXHIBIT A

STANDING RULES OF THE ASSEMBLY LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS COMMITTEE
SIXTY-FIRST SESSION, 1981

The order of business under which this committee shall be organized
is as follows:

a) Constitution of the State of Nevada

b) Nevada Revised Statutes

¢c) Standing rules of the Nevada Assembly

d) Standing rules of the Assembly Legislative Functions Committee
e) Mason's Manual of Parliamentary Procedure

A minimum of five (5) members of the committee will constitute a quorum.
Motions may be moved, seconded and passed by voice vote by a majority
of those present except a definite action on a bill or resolution will
require a majority of the entire committee.

A two-thirds majority (6) of all the committee is required to recon-
sider action on a bill or resolution.

Committee introduction requires concurrence of two-thirds (6) of the
committee and does not imply committment to support favorable passage.

All questions concerning committee procedure will be directed through
the chairman.

Attendance will be taken at each meeting.
Subcommittees may be formed at the discretion of the chairman

Minority committee reports may be made as per Mason's Manual,
section 677.

In the absence of or at the discretion of the chairman, the vice
chairman shall conduct the meetings of the committee.

Any final voting action of the committee will not be made until all wit-
nesses have been heard, questioned and dismissed. The chairman shall
determine when a final action is to be taken.

All meetings of the Assembly Legislative Functions Committee and/or
subcommittees shall be open to the general public and to any and all
members of the media.
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Tlme for openness
mf Leglslaiure,n.. s
SRt grin i &*sm'am&e"ma&;

bnsinesstnthapnb
ob:rmmeeﬁnglawwasarealblowlnbehauofth ublie,

!cr. mmlythepubucoughttohavemeﬂghttobe ew its

Butthel.eglslamreaddedonemzch.ltalruyexdudedltsel!fmm.
the provisions. Thus, committees of either house still presumably
have the power to close their doors at any time durin galeglslanve
session, an d.bysmteConsﬂmﬂou.theSenatecanhol closed exec

And the eglslawﬂhaveusedthatpower ytobe
(iure.but einlmmeSenateFlnanceCommmee 0 \7

servers of its m room and closed doors behind them. —
e e e e Legabi e
a of pressure to have a C
itself under the meetgx mandates. )
Twice since legislatlon has been introduced that would ac-
complish this pnrme Twice the proposed resolutions have made
lltu.ﬂn'ough the lower house, but have bitten the dust in the Ser-
a

Thisshould The amrecanarguenospedalreason,
mte. be set apartrﬁgustlis matter from other public bodies
It conducts no private business — or should not — and its actions

Y certainly are public. In fact, it can be argued that it ought (o strive .

tosetanexam le of ?pennas, since its actions affect extraordin- :

nu.mgers o

wwldbemetam::gtodo and, !twouldhelptomake

the open meeting law work better across the state. .

As things stand, many public officials are highly reseatful of the -

legislative exclusion. The Nevada League of Cities has lobbied ear- -
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™~ yagamsttt.'rhoseofﬂdalstwdtolackconndencemthelaws
b?motmeudglmmeymm ch t for legislators who | ;

or, perhaps, Ve mu respec or ators who law

down the law to them, but then fail to at they preach. '.

Soon, [ortunately, the lawmakers lmve another chance to
“a make the appropriate change, for again the inclusionary resolution .
has been introduced by Washoe County Assembiymen Bob Baren- ;,3

B s smzeve comteuﬁ d be nd perhaps it will be, If publ
a [
officials — dnd the public — Insist that it be. J
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