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Committee in Session at 8:40 A.M. on Thursday, April 19, 1979. 

Senator Keith Ashworth in the Chair. 

PRESENT: 

ABSENT: 

Chairman Keith Ashworth 
Senator Rick Blakemore 
Senator Jim Kosinski 
Senator Wilbur Faiss 
Senator Clifton _Young 

Vice-Chairman Joe Neal. 

GUESTS: Mr. James A. Edmundson, Chief, Consumer Protection 
Services, Health Division 

Ms. Pat Gothberg, Nevada Nursing Association 
Senator Wilbur Faiss, Clark County Senatorial 

District No. 2 
Mr. John Mcsweeney, Administrator, Aging Services 

Division 
Mr. Orvis E. Reil, Nevada Retired Teachers Association 
Mr. Thomas R. Stutchman, Nevada Association of Health 

Care Facilities 
Mr. Richard G. Pugh, Nevada State Medical Association 
Mr. William L. Thomas, Administrator, Bureau of 

Health Association 
Mr. Fred Hillerby, Nevada Hospital Association 

Chairman Ashworth asked Mr. James Al Edmundson, Chief, Consumer 
Protection Services, Health Division, to present testimony on 
S.B. 159. Mr. Edmundson stated he met with Senator Kosinski and 
Jan Wilson and they worked out the present wording of the bill. 
The present wording does not actually make any changes in the 
intent, but does clear up some items that were probably unfair 
in the first place. Chairman Ashworth stated that this is the 
first reprint of S.B. 159 after it had been amended. He asked 
why we needed this bill. Mr. Edmundson stated that in Las Vegas, 
at the present time, there is a small drug manufacturing plant 
that the Health Division does not have the authority to license. 
Chairman Ashworth questioned whether this bill handles other dr~gs 
than Gerovital. Mr. Edmundson answered in the gffirmative. Questioned 
if a felony sanction on this bill would be needed, Mr. Edmundson 
stated he thought so because sometimes you get into parental type 
of drugs. A $500 fine is not a good deterre~t and is much more 
difficult to get into court, especially if they are manufacturing 
some drugs that can really be dangerous. He further stated that 
Angel-Dust is a narcotic. Senator Kosinski said that since Angel
Dust was not included under this bill that perhaps it could be 
controlled under another set of statutes. Under NRS section 585.550 
it would be a misdemeanor to manufacture Angel-Dust. Mr. Edmundson 
stated that just the possession of Angel-Dust. would come under the 
narcotic laws. Senator Kosinski stated that possession of marijuana 
was a felony, but personally,could not justify Laetrileand Gerovital 
for a felony penalty. 

(Committee Mbmts) 

8770 ~ 

ti,,Jl 



0 

Minutes of the Nevada State Legislature d . l . . 
. Human Resources an Faci 1t1es 

;;mate _RfJH!ee f~·;····]:-g-;~·······································-············:-································ .............. · ............................. . 
ate: .. 2.·-··-···------Page: ..... ________ _ 

Senator Neal entered the meeting at 8:37 A.M. 

Mr. Edmundson stated that manufacturing of parental (inj~ctable 
type of drug), without a license and without quality control, can 
be very dangerous and should be considered a felony, because they 
could cause death. 

S.B. 159 Exhibit "A" 

Senator Kosinski moved to amend the penalty Section 5 
to a misdemeanor and ·no Pass. S.B. 159. 

Seconded by Senator Neal. 

Discussion: Senator Young questioned making the 
entire thing a misdemeanor and stated he would consider 
changing it to a gross misdemeanor. Senator Ashworth 
also felt it should be more than just a misdemeanor 
and stated he felt it should be a felony. 

Motion and second recinded. 

Senator Kosinski moved to Amend Section 5 to a 
"gross misdemeanor" and Do Pass. S.B. 159. 

Seconded by Senator Young. 

Motion carried. 

Yeas 
Nays 

5 
1 (Senator Blakemore voting against). 

There being no further testimony,Chairman Ashworth closed the 
hearing on S.B. 159. 

Chairman Ashworth opened the hearing on S.B. 450r 

Ms. Pat Gothberg, Nevada Nursing Associatio~, presented written 
testimony , "Exhibit B ". Chairman Ashworth questioned what benefit woulc 
a nurse with a masters degree in psychiatric nursing have by being 
declared a mental health professional. Ms. Gothberg stated that 
initially when they changed the statute they were acutely aware 
that the psychiatric nurse had been omitted, particularly when the 
listing included a social worker with a masters degree. She 
stated that the term "multi-disciplinary team" refers to a team 
of people coming from many different kinds of backgrounds. 

Senator Young questioned what a masters degree in psychiatric 
nursing was. Ms. Gothberg stated that it is for psychiatric nursing 
and that they have a masters program at the Orvis School of Nursing. 
Senator Young asked if the bill would make the nurses eligible 
for positions they could not now occupy. Ms. Gothberg said thev 
are now excluded from the psychiatric type of position of mental 
health professionals. She further stated that psychologists and 
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psychiatrists -have more than a masters degree and the nurses are 
not comparable to them. Chairman Ashworth stated that a nurse with 
a degree is more competent than a candidate for a degree by virtue 
of the fact that they are employed in the division. He further 
stated that part should be amended out of the bill, if a candidate 
for a social worker would be employed over a nurse. · 

There being no. further testimony Chairman Ashworth closed the 
hearing on S.B. 450. 

Chairman Ashworth opened the hearing on S.B. 441. 

Senator Wilbur Faiss, Clark County Senatorial District No. 2, 
introducer of the bill, stated this bill is exactly what it says. 
He said this bill is a patient's bill of rights including those 
not now protected by the federal regulations. He stated that this 
bill provides for state statutes to back up the federal regulations. 

Mr. John Mcsweeney, Administrator, Aging Services Division, pointed 
out typographical errors in the bill: Page 1, Line 12, subsection 
(b) should be (d); Page 2, .Line 30 11 To tonshould bellTo be." Mr. 

Mcsweeney prese_!lted J>a~ients_' Bill of Riqhts, Exhibit "C". 

Mr. McSweenev then stated he did not see where he would offer any 
additions or-deletions to the first section of the bill. He felt 
Section 2 is a "plus" in regards to the duties of the facility. 
He said the bill of rights has been accepted by the health care 
facilities. Senator Young questioned what difference the duties 
of the patient would make if they were in the statute, Page 2 
lines 25 through 40. Mr. Mcsweeney said he did not think it would 
make any difference. Senator Ashworth asked about the Section 1, 
subsection (h), this becomes a legal question, along with a medical 
question, when a patient refuses treatment. Mr. Mcsweeney stated 
there would be other typesof treatment going on besides the shock 
aspe·ct. Senator Young asked if, on Page 1, line 16 relating to 
"privacy", whether this was always feasible to have privacy for 
visits if demanded. Mr. Mcsweeney read from the bill of rights, 
Item 9. Senator Faiss pointed out Item 14 on the bill of rights 
regarding ·visiting by spouse. Mr. Mcsweeney stated he would 
not attest to the bill of rights being federal law, that this is 
an agreement with the facility and the patient. Senator Neal stated, 
"Experience over many years indicated that the patient in nursing 
homes need some type of protection. If rules like this bill give 
them that type of protection,it deserves to be in the statute." 
He further stated that nursing homes operate as private industry 
and do not always deal fairly with the occupants of their facility 
and the things in this bill,S.B. 441.are necessary. Senator 
Kosinski stated the privacy concern could be amended to some 
qualifying language such as: "Reasonable right to privacy" showing 
that it is not an absolute right. Mr. Mcsweeny agreed to inserting 
the word "reasonable" before the word "right!' Senator ~eal stated 
that Section 1, subsection 1 would only apply to health care facilitie 
that are not protected by federal regulations, as he understood it. 

(Committee Mbmtea) 
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Chairman Ashworth questiohed whether there are too many regulations 
for health care facilities and perhaps we will be encouraging them 
not to continue or establish business in this state. He asked if 
health care facilities are increasing or decreasing. Mr. Mcsweeney 
stated they are increasing in number, including nursing homes. 
Senator Young stated there is a real problem with jurisdictional 
aspects between state and federal standards which set certain rights. 

Mr. Orvis E. Reil, Retired Teachers Association, stated there are 
two groupings of patients; those in nursing homes who are paid for 
by the federal monies and another group admitted with no federal 
assistance whose fees are different in most instances. He further 
stated that the requirements in the bill of rights are justified. 
He stated, regarding privacy, that there should be some place in 
the facility to allow privacy in their -visits. 

Mr. Thomas R. Stutchman, Nevada Association of Health Care Facilities, 
stated in answer to some of the questions asked of Mr. Mcsweeney that 
federal regulations do require that all nursing homes have a patients' 
bill of rights. He stated they have been trying to reflect the same 
things in the patients bill of rights and the federal bill of rights. 
He stated he believes this bill is cumbersome and tries to include 
everybody and everything. He further stated that testimony today 
aimed the bill specifically to nursing homes. He suggested a separate 
bill be written to include group care facilities. He stated that 
in Section 3, the way the bill is written, includes all practitioners 
of a healing art licensed in the state. He stated this bill very 
effectively negates any encouragement to the physician who has a 
difficult time taking care of older people who are already confused. 
He stated it is already difficul~ to get dentists to come into a 
nursing home and treat the patients. He said the present form of 
this bill is unacceptable to industry, and if we get more involved 
in red tape someone else will have to take care of the patient. 

Senator Neal questioned if this proposed bill is more or less 
restrictive than the federal regulations. Mr. Stutchman responded 
that it is more restrictive in that it includes everyone who is 
licensed in the state to do a healing art. He further stated that 
on Page 3, line 5 the word "moral" should be ~xcluded as you cannot 
legislate someone's morals. Senator Neal stated that he agreed but 
that a framework could be set up in which the moral change could 
take place. Mr. Stutchman said on Page 2, lines 45 and ~6 where 
it states "advisory a:mncil" should be clarified and appropriately 
named. 

Mr. Richard G. Pugh, Nevada State Medical Association, presented 
S.B. 441 - Patient Rights Bill, Exhibit "D", which recommends a 
Do Not Pass on , S.B. 441. 

Ms. Pat Gothberg stated when the members in their legislative 
committee looked over this bill, their instant reaction was to 
support S.B. 441. They are still supporti~e of the co~c~pts i~ it. 
She stated that patients should have the right to participate in 
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decisions for their own mental health care. She further stated 
if the patients do not have the capacity to make this decision, 
they should pe able to "fall back on" the expertise of the person 
who is treating them. She said, following testimony in this meeting, 
that her committee would not be opposed to changes in this bill. 
Senator Kosinski questioned if, on Page 4, Section 2, these pro
visions were extracted, would the bill be weakened. Ms. Gothberg 
stated this is a basic attempt to provide informing patients of 
their rights. Chairman Ashworth asked Ms. Gothberg if her assoc
iation would be willing to work with a sub-committee to iron out 
this bill. Ms. Gothberg stated they would be willing to do so. 

Chairman Ashworth stated that no testimony had been given as to 
how many institutions this bill would affect. 

Dr. William L. Thomas, Administrator, Bureau of Health Association, 
stated they are the agency responsible for carrying out the 
provisions for health and care facilities. He stated there are 
about 26 skilled nursing facilities and about 20 group care facilities 
that this bill would affect. From all levels, including ambulatory 
and surgical set-ups, it would affect approximately 159 facilities. 

Mr. Fred Hillerby, Nevada Hospital Association, stated the NRS 
definition of health care facility includes ambulatory-surgical 
centers. He presented an amendment, Exhibit "E" deleting "health 
and care" and inserts the language of the disabilities that 
it is the intention of this bill to address. He stated that this 
amendment could also fnclude the group care facilities that Dr. Thomas 
mentioned. He further stated that in Section 3 there is no respon
sibility assigned to take care of the practitioner such as the 
regulation and licensing. 

There being no further testimony, the hearing on S.B. 441 was 
closed by Chairman Ashworth. 

Chairman Ashworth presented BDR 54-1979 which amends qualifications 
of members of the state board of cosmetology and authorizes emplov
ment of certain staff by the board. The committee concurred to make 
a committee introduction on BDR 54-1979, with no objection. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 A.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/[Cl//( 14?, ~,2__ 
Jean Van Nuy~. 
·committee Se retary 

Approved: 

Chairman 
Keith Ashworth 

(Commlaee Mlmml) 
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EXHIBIT "A" 

,(UPRJNTilD Wffll ADOPTE.D AMENDMEN'l'S) . 

FIRST REPRINT s. B .. 159 
. . 

SENATE BILL NO. 159~0MMITTEB ON HUMAN 
RESOURCES AND FACILITIES 

JANUARY 31, 1979 

Referred to Committee on Human Resource~ and Fa~ili~es 
SUMMARY-Requires license to manufacture clrup, devices or cosmetics, 

and provides ,penalty. (BDR. 51-223) · 
'fo1SCAL NOTE:' Bffeot on Local Oo\lel'tUJleRt: No. 

Meet on the&ate Ql"<QllindlWcial b¥IJl',mQe: No. 

. ., 
' ExPI/.NA'DON-Mattcr In I~ la new; matter Jn ~•cketa [ ] Is piatedal ,to ,be ~mltted. 

AN ACT rda~g to pub'lic hqalth; requiripg lf~nse for the manufacture or 
proi:easing of drugs, t1evi~s· -or coametlcs; ilnposing f.ees; ,providing a _penalty; 
..and rmcnddiug other mattoIB preperly relating thereto. 

' . . 
The People of the State of Nevada, ·represented in Sen!Jle...and A-ssembly, 

1®.enacl - Jo.Uowr. 

l! SECTION 1. Chapter 585 of NRS is hereby am.e.tided by iadding 
-I ·~cr~o .a neJV ~n which shall read as follows: 
8 l. The commissioner shall adopt regulatiovs Jor the tlicensing of 
4 e.WJry peroon ;:who -manufacturif!s, compounds, proce9Ses or· packa§es 
G ,irags, dnioe8 or cosmeties i') a factory, warf!house, J.aborqtory <>r other 
6 lvcatkm _i,n this state. The regulatio~s mu11t set forth -the -requinements 
7 for issN"1'1Ce ,and renew.al of a license. 01tly a person who complies with 
.8 the reqttirement-s of ,this chapter is entitled to a license. A license is not 
9 mmsltw't1ble .Jrom tPtll'ao~ to pmon or fr-om place to place. The ,regula-

lO ttions,mJtSt :J1re6Cribe the length of ·term for which a :ficense-' is issued and 
U ~st .ae, f t>r!h a,ounds and procedures for the rew~c(ltion, ~ion or 
12 nonrenewal of a license. 
13 2. A valid license is required for the 111Qlff4i~ng. COftlpOunding, 
14 '/¥-tJC~~ 61' psck(lgu,g .qf -drMS&, tm1ice& or- cosmetic.r ,;,,, anf factory, 
l-5 ware~e, Jabaret.ory --Of other .looQt~ Jn .Jhi.r $le. 
16 . '3. The commissioner shall establish and collect fees -Jo,, the purpose 
17 ef tJlD,1ing id;ie 1C08'6 of i!,:&[Jllc:ti,,,,g) wti1,tg .and ,~#Jar junctions required 
i:8 ~r $he .fifrB;,,isi<ms .<>f ,his olulpter with reapect lo -Qnf dnug~ ,devic!! or. 
119 c96me~~ FaUUlle to ,pay an)I Jee Jmpo.sefl ,PW'-BN@nt to thi8 subseotion is a 
20 ground for revocation, &~911 1Jr 110,v,e,.,ew4l of Q lie.eme. .All such 
21 ~, ~f.i1Jleo1.td /Jy Ike ,osmm,;.,s~r ~I- ~ ;~~ih¢. J'itlt, the st(lte 
22 treasurer /pr credit to the state general fund. 
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EXHIBIT "B" 

Jlebaba .slur~ts' ~ ssociation 
3660 Baker Lane Reno, Nevada 89509 (702t 8~5-3555 

April 19, 1979 

TESTIMONY BEFORE SENATE HUMAN RESOURCES AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

Re: SB 450 

History of Bill: 

The Nevada Nurses' Association requested the introduction of this bill. 
Since 1975 when NRS 433 was revised, professional nurses have not been 
identified as mental health professionals to carry out the functions 
as defined in the statute. It has been the position of nurses working 
in mental -health and mental retardation that they be identified and 
so they requested the Nevada Nurses' Association to assist them in 
amending the statute. 

Purpose of Bill: 

It is the purpose of SB 450 to include profe~sional registered nurses, 
licensed to practice in Nevada and who hold masters degrees in 
psychiatric nursing, to be included in the definition of "mental 
health professional". 

Rationale: 

The statute describes the functions of Mental Health Professionals: 

1) membership on multiple disciplinary evaluation teams to aid the 
courts (433A.250) to: 

a) evaluate persons alleged to be mentally ill after the filing 
of a petition to counnence proceedings for involuntary court
ordered admission (433A.240) 

b) suggest alternative courses of treatment within the least 
restrictive environment (433A.310.3) 

c) determine that an involuntarily court-admitted client has 
recovered from his mental illness, or has improved to such an 
extent that he is no longer considered a danger to himself or 
others and is not gravely disabled (433A.390.2a.) 
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d) advise the medical director of a mental health facility to 
release involuntarily court-admitted clients before court
specified time limit (433A.390.2b) 

e) determine 'if offender confined in an institution of the 
Department of Prisons is mentally ill (433A.450) 

2) negotiation of contracts with division to provide inpatient and 
outpatient care for mentally ill and mentally retarded persons 
when it appears that they can be treated best in that manner 
(433 .,344) 

3) serve as director of county mental health program (436.160) 

It is apparent that these functions involve great responsibility 
and accountability. For this reason, advanced preparation in 
psychiatric nursing has been identified as a requisite. 

If SB 145 becomes law, professional registered nurses with masters 
degrees will be included as mental health professionals, while at 
the same time, nurses without this additional education will continue 
to function in mental health settings as is currently being done. 

8·18 
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,. •J, • EXHIBIT "C II 

·-__ ·: .··.~·-•.·~., ·.·• ·_·· - -,"--:.., .. ·. . .• - . . .-~ ~ , .. .. 
-- .. - -:~ ·-. "'"' """' "' PATIENTS' BILL OF RIGHTS · • l 

:_ ¥.. ~ ... _ _{':;-,. ~1 _;~~- ,.·. ... --• ~; 
. 'tn · order to secu.:e for elderly. patients. residents and clients of health care facilities serving their specialize< 

and problems •. the same civil and human rights guaranteed to all citizens. the State of Nevada. Division for Agin~ 
ces. has established the office of Nursing Home Ombudsman for institutionalized elderly; to receive, investigate· 

resolve complaints concerning certain classes of health care facilities serving the elderly; to secure, preserve· . 

. . . ~~\~~~!~i i~~i ~=~ ~~-:~~r~ty and :~ga~~r~ ·.f~~~~r}J::,_a!'~ .h~man ;.!:~ gh_~:-~•?!. ,~~e- ~ J der]Y pati !nt~_.. '. r~t den.t~ and ~ ~ ~:~~!! 
· .. - -· •.-; .. ·. : .·•; ... •; .. ... ,· .. •j - ,. ., . . . . ,• .... . :.: . 

, Complaints shall~be-registered by -the patient. his/her representative, -or any- employees, -with the Administrator 01 
the facility, WITH0UT..THREAT OF DISCHARGE OR OTHER REPRISAL AGAINST ANY '.EMPL0YEE' OR PATIENT, for remedial action by _thE 
Admf i trator: · _;,,t.7":,;~·~ .. · ·~ . ., . ! .. ,. , .. - •, . · · · · · ·· · · 

n ~::: . •• . . : ::'3;~1Y·;';'. _. ~~-'.\.;-::} :f;~i ;:,,. ... ~.'. ;.].,_.:./} .: . . .. ··~· -·· ·. : -\ ;:; 
.' ; If, indicated.~~~;e,ct:!on.1.~~~~-~taken.:.lorthwi~h->- ~e. compla1.nt -sha11 be regis~ered by the compJainant with '-- : 

the ·Nursing:Ko~.Ombuasman;-.if"deemeci":.Va.ttcf by: the ' Olllbudsman· and the. 'Administrator. for Aging Services, remedial action 
' will' bet take~orthW:if h'. 'h~ '. the.:"Nurs.ini'7 \[o~·Ombudsman~andlor . the Administrator ·for ·Aging Services.: .. ~-~- . ' .• ,.-.,~ .;,·.;,= 

,. ~· .: .. .. .. ..... r. '••~#•"'Sil,u!fl!:> · -·• -y., ~~-~ _ .. _.;;w _. '-'J ;s••1-.,o.1:=i ,, l ~ ._ _ _; _ .~..,. - ... ..., ~...: ;. .. .. -1 .-. ·=· - .., ...... _, .... .: ..... !! ... .. . ,2 t'I ~ • ,~~.-

· : ;:~r.c1_'frt9f.f~2n.mreijoo and.1~ li\~'lw iruffii~t'OMBUDSMANO .,r,~ .. OJ ••:,-;;~ a,n·r ,-, ; i- :=:<i i '.:ll5.:c:1J15i·t~ ' ;c ... !~ :<r 
. · _,..( ,'/ :·:~;_; -t :/ ',\~Y.i_lift .fififf!_L i-- ~t~lj1tvf.,.,{~~;!,,,1, .. ·-:•: ·. - .· • · ,- • ?.!:: r -::,.' (at?r.c~ ·-w ,~ 1.:!> · ?~rfr~ 

. _.;.;,·. 5O~~-East·King.~Street_, Room 101,.,..Kinkead Building ~ Suite 690, Tropicana Plaza. 1055 E. Tropicana Avenue~-
·•-~ -.• ~.carson CitY.. :--Nevada,• 89710 .. ~·;.:,,F.,..-,-,._:-:· i, ... - - . ,_;i_: .• . · · ' State. Ma1.·1 Room Complex Las Vegas Nevada 89158 - · 
• ::-, • ,-l/"' ;,~eil.::,1l'fQ(l;:" • ~;l;P.n1>•nt1ttc!e 9W- '';c,li:t••'(;,fi"'° '"~•• l;, a • 0 C t i ' . ,- , · · ;:,;f ~_:,-42_10 · r' - :;:1,,:- - ·a • r'J~ ~ Q½:-ei..:a:.• .· -: . . , . •. . · .. '~- -; : ~,1386~5323 ... - . . .. ·::. ... . ~ ... , .. :;;. ~ ·: ..: .. ;:·~ ~ ~: ,·~· . . .':, 

. ,11 .,.,.~ ~, . !!_t~.:i i~ ~ t,~~:l.1_ , 0(1. 1Q. :.~-, cs~:-,_':H~f: OS~ -?'~v .9r1· .f,I', ?- -- •- ·c -> 3 ,.-...~ilO~Y": 2 .. , 01 "• ·- · ---, \-1'!1'., .... ,.:Tt6 nw-¾ , ,.,. _.. .. . 
.... Thi s=ijn 1• 'of1"R,gnl:s. fW, preparea~'.fci~otf'So-·that.Tyoi.r; may . be'· fully;:; nfonned ' of> your7 ri ghtf and of: the. care you . can- e> 

. ·· pect anct.get 1a't:Zthfs~·fac't-1ity.': wnettier1you·~fesTderrcy~ is- paid for ; under: 'the-: Federal · Medicare prograJit.3'the· Federa1-State 
Medicaid ·· program. or.• as. a.·. pri vate"'.'pay::pati ent. These patients' rights, po 1 ici es and procedures ensure; that" each patient 
admit~ed_~-tothe faci1ity~_.; ·:.,__ ·~; "'\.~ -~-.:::··'. .' ,· .. .. -; ... _ ...... · . -":, ·, · ·.• : • :· " 

.. ..... - ~~:=; -: · · . - -~ ... ~•; :'-- ::, - .-:. -,- .;··.·;..:.7~ ~::_:, f-.:~ -.... . · . . _. ..... ~- . ·.:i...:-.· ' .. 

1 ) . ~ Is · ¥u-l~f ~ nf~~~ ~f~viije~cecijy)~ 1ii~1 e~~• f wj1 ~ten ~ckn~wl ecfg~~nt ~ :' pi-io·r : ·to:or at . the ti rile·. of' 'admission and 
-· •. _du,:f_ng--stay-,· o~:~tfese· r~.g~t~ ancFofl' aH=-rules• a~cf:~11ula~1_ons · govermn_g_· p~tie~t-·condu~t· ~nd r~sponsibf,1 !~~ es; 

·• ' ,, 1 . • .,_-•• • H ! •,• • •. ...-.,.,~.1ar~.oQ•~r ,.,10-,~s11. nG '(~ ... ..f.ofO~. •f. ,,1 ' . ' 'J l1 1 ,ti.1~.-l(d ·•J':JJ -=--·•!2 :f'1 1)11.5· .o~•t"t ::'~r,c, ~"' I ! Sii Z '! ":: .. 
2) . Is: f u lly informed~ prior· to or at the_- .time of admission and during stay. of services available in the facility, anc 

:_ · . . .-o·f.[related charges· including any charges for services not covered under Titles XVIII or XIX of the Social Security 
· · : · , Act;:or not ·coverech by the ·facility's · basic per ·diem rate; 
' •• •- , - - -~• • ,- ,. _ ._,_.~,:,1't,r--"" .,_•_' • t: • •• . .. .. ... ~ •:1 ~-• • .., i. . -,,. • , ,,. . I .-•-., 

3) Is· f ully infonned, bya physician, of his medical condition unless medically contraindicated (as documented. by a 
_ . · . physician. in his medical record) and i's afforded the opportunity to participate in the planning of his medical 

0 
treatment and to refuse to participate in experimental research; . 

!~ -transferred or dis~harged only for medical re~sons, or for his welfare or that of other patients, or for non-
.. payment for his stay (except as prohibited by Titles XVIII or XIX of the Social Security Act), and is given"reason
able advance notice .to ensure orderly transfer or discharge, and such actions are documented in his medical record; 

5) Is encouraged and ·ass.isted. throughout · his period of stay. to exercise his rights as a patient and as a citizen, an 
to this end may voice grievances and reconmed changes in policies and services to facility staff and/or to outside 
representatives o~ his choice, free from restraint, interference, coercion, discrimination, or reprisal; 

6) May manage his personal affairs, or is given at least a quarterly .accounting of financial transactions made on his 
behalf should the facility accept his written delegation of this responsibility to the facility for any period of 
time in conformance with state law; 

. . . . -· . ... . ... .. . . -·--···. . · """ · -·. . - - ·- - . 
7) Is free from mentaLand .. physicaLabuse. and free .. from. chemical and (except in emergencies) physical -restraints ex

cept as authoi-ized~in ;writing.. by-~; physician ' forJ i ·:spicified·~and~lilitited , period of .time, .or when necessary to pro-
tec~·:ct~e pat1!~~~!r~~i 1~j~'1'r.~e;n1~~1[<!!'.,o~~~r~.i =--~~~; ~~· ,.;~~;1,~A~~,;;-~ . . : ~ .. ~~ ~ :::·:. :- ,~~ ; ._~· --, ,· ·\ 

8) Is-assi.irecl ·corificientii19 treatriie·nt-':of1 hi s·~personaJf'ani:11'. medical ;'records /and may approve. or- refuse·:tflefr release to c 

any individual outside the facility, except. in case of his transfer to another health care institution. or as 
required by law or third-party payment contract; , 

.. i ' ' . 
9) Is treated with consideration, respect, and full recognitton of his dtgnity and tndtvi'duality, i'ncludtng prf'vacy 

in treatnl!nt-and-1n-care for- hir.P,r!onal needs; · • -- :~~-:== : :.- -_·Jc;•;· ·.: · 

10) Is n~t .!required to perform servi~es for the facility that are not included for therapeutic purposes 1n hts plan 
of care· · ·. · 

11) 

12) 

, - . . -.. 

May associate and communicate privately with persons of his choice, and send and receive personal matl unopened, 
unless medical_ly_c;on'!:r.airidicated (as _documented by __ h_is _physician Jo _his .. medical .record); -~ --- ---

t :: -: s~ : .. -: . · · ::- . .i.. 1~: : 
May meet with, and participate in activities of social. religious, and community groups at his discretfon, unless 
medically contraindicated (as documented by his medical record); 

OMay retain and use his personal clothing and possessions as space permits, unless to do so would infringe upon 
rights ·of-other -patients·, · and ··unless- medical ly-contrafndfcated (as documented · by· his physician·•·in · his medical 
record) i and . . . : 

1 If married. is assured privacy for visits by his/her spouse; if both are inpatients in the facility, they are 
permitted to share a room. unless medically contraindicated (as documented by the attending physician in the 
medical record). 
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TO: · ·, Atf ADMITTING PATIENTS and/or RESPONSIBLE REPRESENTATIVES 

SUBJECT: • . ;'PATIENTS~ .:RIGHTS 'iincfRESPONSIBILITIES 
• ':" ' .!!'""~ ~ - - · . ,· .: !'.: :. iw .;_• .; ~, • ; .... ... . ... ' :. ,, ·.:.., ,.- . -· -~ .. :..• '" •-. 

, __ . .On Decenibe_~·:2";!}974~ ~tti·e:i~~;t:~~,;t-of Health·.· Educati'on /'and .Welfare effected_ rci' requirement .th~t a . - '~-.• -. -~' · 
facility wtshing ~ partfcipate. as .Skilled Nursing Factlity in the Medicare and/or Medi_caid programs. · .. 
shall establish ·and i~lement ·policies and procedures relating to the rights ·and responsibilities of ' 
patients and shall inform each patient of. such rights. and. rules and regulations goveming patient con-
duct and responsibilities. · · ·· · · ' _., 

. . -~ 
, .. · •. . ·c, - ~ ... -· · .. :.. ~~)~· c~.l...-' .. : :;• -:~.s~i'g~--- . -.. ?- ;at!°'.: : 2 •''"?'::i' ... :: t~-5 / r' r:!. J~ " : ._:.,..) . -:-.:.. ..; . • • -~. : .. ,·. 

: ·. Under::the Dec~r:21 •1974;"~guTition·~ .it:.is necessary that we obtain written acknowledgement.from 
each admitting patient (of his responsible :agent) that he has been infonned of policies, rules and 

-~ .; ... regula~ions -:~l~ting. ta the- patie".lt,'s r_ights 1 , conduct and responsbi:lities. _We -request, therefore, your 
_· . ..,_signature-below· to .acknowledge-your -receipt of- our- admission _brochure and a copy of the Admission 

:.:-~·· -Agreement:. ~:~~~ i:~_;J.:~::-:-, ~- .~fl~~ii~1·.~·~ :,r-i~.-1 •;f~~:.:t . . ,~:~·:; .. ~· · 'i.::::-~-:-s·~ · · : .. -: •.·. 
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,, .. -In addi-tion 1 we: have prin_ted. on, the reverse _of _t_his. document . ~he rights of a patient as enumerated by 
. the Department of Healthr Education, and Welfare-. We reproduce these rights with the commitment that · 

they shall b!! observed and_·respected by this nu·rsfng facility on behalf of its patients. 
- .• : j-,· ... ~., ;..: ;:, ;.c;r!'!ll!J' ~\f~ o.;-, gj,,-.f,f.:,l!t•~ :' • •.• , .. ' · ·jn,••(1~)~7·" ·' ' ~~ ~-m..-.-. -f'~ ' .- --~ ·-=- ~-, <>.i; ; i .. .:,,; • ·,·' .. :·• . ··, ;;r .. 1~1,• • ~- t--i•·• • r :f~,...: 

··:•~ .. ~, ·_.·:;~-:-·.·'.: .:: ~~•:;:~·pr~~i: ~1•
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~.The- ·undersigned' a~lcnowfedges that they have· been ~nfo~d of the patien·t rights policies ; 
· of· this instftution-1 have- received a copy of this document and have additionally received · 

an explanation and a copy of the Admission Agreement and admission brochure which contain 
. in_fo~t_i on. conce"!li.ng rules: an~- regulati_o~s: governing patient co_nduct and _responsibilities. 

• , • • I ," ; 
1 

., 1') f";. . : 1 -3_ \. ..L . C ;-, · ,-. - ::-

Signature of Patient 
, . , ~ r, ~ .. . ., . . ~;~--~-:!_ ... f :=- :.. : · • .. J.) .1 . i~ 

• ! ·,; ~ 

-:: -i- ' • • • 

S~gn~t~re ~f R~sp?~~~~~~ ~ge~t 
J • .! · .... . 1 ••• : '', : 2 ;. .. ;,;•~ 
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. ·: •· 
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TO: .... . • ·. , At:t ADMITTING PATIENTS and/or RESPONSIBLE REPRESENTATIVES 

SUBJECT: - ·rPATIENTS' .RIGHTS ·and .RESPONSIBILITIES 
. . --!!-': i ,- . . ·· · - ... .,_ -- .. · - .. : ... - ·· .. .. 

.,I. . . ..... . . . 

' .. 
, . ;- ·· .. :.. 

,On Dece·ni>et :2'.~}974~ . the ·Depa-~blen"°t "of :Health-~ Educatfon / and Welfare effected ·a requirement that a ,_, .. . 
' ·facilfty w·tshing to parttcipat.e .as .Skilled Nursing Facility in. the Medicare _and/or Medicaid programs · ·· 

shall establish ·and implement ·policies and procedures rerating to the rights and responsibilities of 
patients and shall inform each patient of such rights. and.rules and regulations governing patient con-
duct and responsibilities. .. · .. . ·· ·• 

• 
. . -· 

:: - -:: .... . i . :;,:,)!" ~ .. .. ·i'.::-:·;G·' .. · ~t :, ~ .... . ~,-;. _:!: -: : :.-: ; ,; ,.. .. . J .J•1.:.. • .. . ,·. : · . · . • :.;• . 

Under the December-' 2, ·1974, ' regulation, .it::is 'nece~sary that we obtain writte~ acknowledgement "trom :. 
each admitting patient (of his responsible ·agent) that he has been informed of policies, rules and 

..... .. regulations.-relating· to the patient's rights, .conduct and responsbi.lities. We request, therefore, your 
·• .. signature-below. ·to .acknowledge your receipt of. our. admiss-ion brochure and a copy of the Admission 

- ' :· .. ::. --Agreement:._;-= :-: -::- ·;. -:·~-- . •. :.. ,: .>- ::~ ~- - .. ·c - ~ ,;;,;; - : .~.:.~-~~ ~- : ~· • .:~.>·, = j • .., ' . :-- -

0 

0 

J .... - - -

-In. addi-tion,. w& have printed on. the reverse of this. document the rights of a patient as enumerated by. 
the Department of· Health, Education, and Welfare. We reproduce the·se rights with the co11111itment that · . 
they shall be observed and respected by this nursing facility on behalf of its patients. 
, •. · ; .• ·~ ;;.;.·,s·~~i:-= • ~•-1,~ ·:: :a~H'J ·M·~ T'\°"; •;· .. :.:_ "J t • . ·1 j~ -:.:; •. ~ :- · .. r·n.~~:,,; ~: .~: ·.· ~ .. :: :~ ~ . . J•:. ::r,~· ; :~: · : · •. j ·,..., ::.~•.-~ .. . ~::: :: .. r) ~~: ,:.: i-· 
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. . . -:::. . . · · ·\ , . 
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! • • 

. . ,: ·.: ~ :.·: . r : . : 
. . .... . . ..... ~~ . ' . .. / ':_ 

.· 1. •- •• : ' "" 
.. , ' ~ ' ., -.. l , 

..: 1 _. 

J ' . '· • • '1·1 

,:-. , ..... 
•• i- I f oV ]"! •. .• 

' : ., - ·, 
. . - ::" : 

'_The- .unders-fgned· acknowledges· that they ha.ve · been ·;~fo~d of the patient rights poli'ci"es 
~of· this institution, have received a ~opy of this 'document and have additionally received · 

an explanation and a copy of the Admission Agreement and admission brochure which contain 
in_format_ion concerning rules: and regulations_:_ governing patient conduct and responsibilities • 

• r , .. ... , . .:. . 

- - · .. . 

• I ~ .1 . : 
Signature of Patient Date · 

_· ~ ~ ... . . f .... . ~ 

=-· · -- ~ ' l 

Signature of Responsible Agent Date 

. ' . ' , 

. ' 

, .. 



: ,: • ,. -: .. ' PATIENTS' BILL OF RIGHTS E X HI B / ; ·_-·CJ._•:-
.·$:;·. :_-i."~_ .. ♦• : .. ~ -; .. : , · . 4' 

In order to· ·s;~ure for elderly patients, residents and clients of health care facilities serving their specialized 
eeds and problems, the same civil and human rights guaranteed to all citizens, the State of .Nevada, Division for Aging 

vices, has established the office of Nursing Home Ombudsman for institutionalized elderly; to receive, investigate 
resolve complaints conceming certain classes of health care faci'lities serving the elderly; to secure, preserve 
promote the health safety and welfare -and_the_civil. and ~uman -,:igh1;s .of;the _elde~]Y patients, residents and clients 

of such facilities~.. · ·· · · · · , __ ,. __ · · ' - ,.: '- w - •• • • ' -- • ' • • • .. · ,. · . .. · .~ - - · 

. ' ::• . , . .r,. .... -; .. ~,·~;:\ --;.":.r :: ~: · 

Complaints· shall· be registered by the patient, his/her representati.ve,. or any employees, with the Administrator of 
the facility, WITHOUT, THREAT OF DISCHARGE OR OTHER REPRISAL AGAINST ANY.EMPLOYEE OR PATIENT, for remedial action by the 
Administrator. " : ·;_" · · · · •· · · ' · .. 

• :• • .., ,.. .: :;..: i ~;; :: ; : , • • • • • • " 1 • ,. ' • ' • • • ' I \"• •• • • ~ .. • . -:~.i::{!}~ 
. If indicated-+~~ial"actio11.:f~.,~ot ,taken.1.forthwith, ,the :complaint .sh~ll ;be ~egistered by the i;omplainant with · · 

the Nursing -.~Oflll!:";.Omt:lydsman;~tf t~e~d\v~l}d .,_b.Y. ·the -am~udsman ;and the ·Admin1 strator.· for. Aging Serv.i.ces ~. remed_ial • ac~!.o~ 
wi 11 be ta~e~ J~~,~nr~~~~~h~ :-~~~t!~~~~ ~~~~~~n ~~-n~~~o-~7~~! -.~~~!li 5_1/i~.t~~ /~~ ~~~ r,1~ . Se~vf c_!s ; _:: ... ) t . f. . : .. -~ .~ ::\~ 

·. • .:. .;,,,,-n·· "'nrn""c.vc" ~--rj.: '"'L""''1 .. n& •. ··- '" .•. • . ·-· . . . -- , .•• ,. 1- "S·--·- .... --. ,, ,., .,. .. ,..... •• . ' - · '-,;1.t·~--
-1: ..... " '.' 'i' ~~~ "1 - l::. .. : , ... ~ -c._" l" -~••,i-~"'- · "' . .. NURSINGJHO~OMBUDSMAN~ :" ' - ·-1 ·-- -· · •: :- . •• ! . - ~· - w '- : ~ .-• ··. ;- · ~:.:·:z.~-

. ./ f·.~;:, .. ~. ~ ~ t ·~ ._X ;:<-· ·. ·.· ·- ' '. ~· :: ~~;,.~f ; , t . : • . ~~:"?S:"! ~~T .: -::--;. ..:.✓-j~!.; 

·.._::··.. 505 East King Street, Room 101., Kinkead Build~ng ~ Suite· 690,· Tropicana Plaza, 1055 E. Tropicana Avenue "· 

·\ ,:i-~;-~.: ~---~a~~ji~t~!=-~~~tJ!;~~~!~~~~~tsf~]~~~!~~~~~~f.;!;B;;t~~:!~~~~1!?;::t~~ .. :e:;t;~~;:d~.;~;91:!;,:.~\-
. Thf!rBi.11 !!qf-~ijfghts ~.fs:'prepared ·for:!'yciu =sot"tfiat' yo·ir niay i:b·e .:ful iy=fnforined of•your rights arid' of the ·care you can. ex 

pect and get :·at Ztlif~.rfacfl i'ty~• wfiether-'yotir ~resfdency :-1 s ·paid for under::the Federal' Medi care program, .. the Federa 1-State 
Medicaid program. or as a private-pay patient. These patients' rights, policies and procedures ensure ·that each patient 
admitted to the- facility: . .... , , · ·· · ··. : .. . 

• • ~ , I • • , - r' 

1) Is ·ful•ly=i~f~~~-~a~ ~e•viciei~~ iy ~the -pati ent.'s"'w;.,itten ·ack~iniedgement,' p'ri or- ~t~ or •·at the time ·of admi ss i o~ and 
during ·s:1!aj;!~f:these ~ ights ancff~f"all-rtiles'--~·n_d::regulations go'verning•·patien-t; conduct and responsibilities; 

. , . .... . ·· ·~ •. a;J1-:1r-; :,a: ~..a~f .1.0 .. . rfD:"!":-!l n~ -.. :r.l F:J-:-; p,,t~ "": ~•,~ ;:: p~· "X"!J ,l-9: .• :-• .. <!~ ~ns ;'1 -:•.- :·_ : ~ .: : . .w ·· _- . .. . 
2) Is fully infonned;:pr.ior to or at.the-time of admission and during stay, of services available in the facility, and 

·of related charges: including any charges for services not covered under Titles XVIII or XIX of the Social Security 
Act, or not covered by the-·facility's basic per diem rate; 

3) Is fully info~d~-"."by -a--physici~~---of hi~ medi~~l condition unless medically contraindicated (as documented, by · 
physician, in his medical record) and is afforded the opportunity to participate in the planning of his medical 

0 
treatment and to refuse to participate in experimental research; 

Is transferred-~or discharged only-for medical reasons, or for 'his welfare-or that of other patients~ or for non
payment for his stay (except as prohibited by Titles XVIII or XIX of the Social Security Act). and is given·reason
able advance notice to ensure orderly transfer or discharge, and such actions are documented in his medical record; 

5) Is encouraged·and assisted, throughout his period of stay, to exercise his rights as a patient and as a citizen, an 
to this end may voice grievances and recomned changes in policies and services to facility staff and/or to outside 
representatives of his choice, free from restraint, interference, coercion, discrimination, or reprisal; 

6) May manage his·personal affairs, or is given at least a quarterly accounting of financial transactions made on .his 
behalf should the facility accept his written delegation of this responsibility to the facility for any period of 
time in conformance _with state law; . _____ ___ _ ______ _ ___ -·-· ··-- · 

7) Is free from ~ntal. and physical. abuse, ,and .free .from.chemical . and (except in.. emergencies) p~ysical- restraints ex
cept as autho_r~~e_d: i_n,- wr.itin~, .bf :ai_phys~~ian 'for,:.,a· ~p~cifJed ~_!Id.; l}Jll,i_tJd_ p~r,i_~ .~'f.:i t_.i .. ~• or whe!', nece~sary to ·pro-
tect the pati'en:t":f11>111 ,njury_ .t'Q,.himse_lf or: oth~rs;,, ... ~ .c .. < 1., :. _ . ,~·o·· .., .-• ;- ,-.. .... - :" .. -,. , .. ·,;. .. ]I,. ·" 

r • ~l:.-• ~.-V-- . .,. , •· , • ~•l... • ..,_, •• __ ,,1 , _, - •• . _, , ,.111.J.., "'·· ., , .• _. 1. n -•t ,. . .., '> _ .:) _ ,, r -r, _ . 

8) Is ass~red1·con'ffcfenUaT'treatment~'o-f1 h'fs,•persoilal and-~dicaP recorcis,7 and may ·approve or rrefus~-thetr release to · 
any individual outside the facility, except, in case of his transfer to another health care institution, or as ~-} 
required by law or third-party payment contract; ~! 

. ~ -• 

9) Is treated with consideration, respect, and full recognitfon of fl.ts dtgnity and fndfvf'duality, includtng prtvacy--
in treatment:-and-in care for·hfs-_p_e,!'_~onal needs; - -- --· ·· --·- - - -----:: ·: :----~·y · -:- :::::- :-· . .. ~~-,:; : ~-i ~ 

10) Is not required to perform services for the facility that are not included for therapeutic purposes in his plan ': .-
of care; · 

11) 

12) 

13) 

0 

May associate and convnunicate privately with persons of his choice, and send and receive personal mail unopened; 
unless ~d!.~~lJY. ~.Qntraind!cated J~s . documented by _bis physician in_ his medical record); . __ __ ... . 

= · . . ; . .. .__ ..: ~·. ! : .:. ., - . _; ...: • • • • 

May meet with, and participate in .activities of social, religious, and co111111unity groups at his discretion, unless 
·medically contraindicated (as documented by his medical record); 

May retain and use his personal clothing .and possessions as space permits, unless to do so would infringe upon 
rights-of-other--patients, and-unless-medically- contraindicated (as documented by- his pl\ysician in- his medical 
record) ; and 

If married, is assured privacy for visits by his/her spouse; if both are inpatients in the facility, they are 
permitted to share a room, unless medically contraindicated (as documented by the attending physician in the 
medical record). 

.,s: , · 
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EXHIBIT "D" 

NEVADA 
STATE 
MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION 

NEIL $WISSMAN , M 0 .. President 
RICHARD C INSKIP, M 0,, President-elect 

GORDON L NITZ. M D . Secretary-Treasurer 
ROBERT L BROWN. M O , lmmed. Past President 

LESLIE A MOREN, M O , AMA Delegate 
LEONARD H RAIZIN, M O , AMA Alternale Delesate 

RICHARD G. PUGH . CAE. Executive Director 

3660 Baker Lane· • Reno, Nevada 89509 • (702) 825-6788 , 

April 19, 1979 

'10: Senator Keith Ash.v.orth, Clminnan 
Senate Hmnan Resources and Facilities Ccmnittee 

FROM: Richard G. Pugh, CAE 

SUBJ: S. B. 441 - Patient Rights Bill 

Thank you for the opportmity to appear before your ccmnittee, 
Chainnan Ashv.orth, to discuss S. B. 441, Senator Faiss' bill 
concerning patient rights. A similar bill was introduced by 
AssemblY\\CIIlBll Wagner in 1977, and testimony today on behalf of 
Nevada physicians is similar to that during the 59th Session. 

Briefly, you have before yoµ a coy of the Hippocratic Oath which 
is administered to every physician at the t:ime of graduation frcm 
medical school. Al tho~ the Oath was written hundreds of years 
ago, its principles are •clear and valid today. 

A. To uphold the profession of medicine 
B. To strictly follow the precepts of the science of medicine 
C. To do no hann to a patient 
D. To consult with and refer to, when appropriate, a IOOre 

specialized physician 
E. To maintain a high code of personal roorali ty 
F. To maintain strict confidentiality 

On a national level, the Joint Qmnission on Accreditation of Hospitals 
has established criteria under which physicians may be granted privi
leges to practice in a hospital setting. These criteria have been· in 
use for a long time and offer standardization of care to patients. In 
a review of the recently updated JCAH regulations, the Journal of legal 
Medicine fotmd that many of the concepts anbodied in S. B. 441 are and 
have been practiced by hospitals for many years. 

You also have before you the regulations concerning medical ethics. 
I sul::mit that these regulations encanpass the sentiment of S. B. 441. 
In short, the Nevada State Medical Association believes that there is 
no need to place in the Nevada Revised Statutes a law that spells out 
what is and has been for many years the accepted code of practice by 
hospitals and physicians. Many of the tenets outlined in Section 3 of 
the bill are camx:)Il courtesies and really should not be made law, enforce
able by punismient fran the state. 

Nevada physicians, and I would suspect, all health care providers in 
Nevada urge a ro Nor PASS on S. B. 441. 

RGl?:d 
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HIPPOCRATIC OATH 

I awear by Apollo -. the physician, and Aesculapius, 
and Health, and All-Heal, and all the gods and goddesaea, 
that according to my auility and judgment, I will keep 
this oath and this stipulation - to reckon him who 
taught me this Art equally dear to ae as my paEeDUt, 
to &hare •Y substance with hi.a, and relieve his necessities 
if required; to look upon his offspring in the same footing 
as ay brothers, and to teach them this Art, if they shall 
wish to learn it, without fee or stipulation; and that by 
precept, lecture and every other mode of instruction, I 
will impart a knowledge of the Art to my own sons, and 
those of my teaehers, and to disciples bound by a stipu
latinn and oath according to the law of aedicine, but to 
none others. I will follow that systea or regimen which, 
according to my ability and Judgment, I consider for the 
benefit of my patients, and abstain from whatever ia 
deleterious and mischievous. I will give no deadly medi
cine to anyone if asked, nor suggest any such councel; 
and in lite manner I will not give to any woman a pessary 
to produce abortion. • With purity and with holiness t 
will pass. my life and practice my Art. I will not cut 
persons laboring under the stone, but will leave this to 
be done by men who are practictioners of this work. In 
whatever hous~s Tenter, I will go into the■ for the bene
fit o( the sick, and will abstain from any voluntary 
act of aischief and corruption; and further from these
duction of females, or of males, of freemen and ~laves. 
lrihatewr, in connection with my professional practice or 
not in connection with it, I see or bear, in the life of 
aen, lllhich might not be spoken of abroad, I will not 
divulge, as reckoniflg all should be kept secret. While 
I continue to keep this Oath unviolated, may it be granted 
ae to enjoy life and the practice of 1he A.rt, respected 
by all Rn, in all tiaes! But should I trespass and violate 
this Oath, may the reverse be ay 1t" t! · 
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PRINCIPLES OF MEDICAL El'HICS E XHJ BIT D 

PREAMBLE: THE PRINCIPLES ARE INI'ENDED 'IO AID PHYSICIANS INDIVIIlJALLY AND COL
LEx:'.I'IVELY IN MAINI'AlNmG A HIGH LEVEL OF ETHICAL CCNJUCI'. THEY ARE Nar LAWS BUI' 
STANDARDS BY WHICH A PHYSICIAN MAY DEI'ERMil-IE THE PROPRIEI'Y OF HIS C'ONDUCT m HIS 
REIATICNSHIP WITH PATIENI'S, CDLLFAGUES, MENBERS OF AU,IED PROFESSICNS AND THE 
PUBLIC. 

1. The principal objective of the medical profession is to render service to 
humanity with full respect for the dignity of man. Physicians should merit 
the confidence of patients €!!",trusted to their care, rendering to each a full 
measure of service and devotion. 

2. Physicians sh:>uld strive continually to ~rove medical knowledge and skill 
and sh:>uld make available to their patients and colleagues the l::enefits of their 
professional attaimnents. 

3. A physician should practice a rrethcxi of heali_n:J founded on scientific basis, 
and he sh:>uld not voluntarily associate professionally with anyone who violates 
this principle. 

4. The me:lical profession should safeguard the public and itself against physicians 
deficient in noral character or professional canpetence. Physicians should ob
serve all laws, uphold the dignity and honor of the profession anq accept its 
self-.inqx>sed disciplines. They should e>q:0se without hesitation illegal or 
unethical corrluct of fellow members of the profession. 

5. A physician may choose whom he will serve. _. In an emergency, however, he should 
render service to the best of his ability. Having undertaken the care of a 
patient, he may oot neglect him, and \mless he has been discharged, he may dis
continue seJ:Vices only after <Jiving ade:;ruate notice. He should not solicit 
patients. 

6. A physician should not dis{X)se of his services under terms or conditions which 
tend to interfere with or .iJttlair the free and caaplete exercise of his rredical . 
judgment and skill or tend to cause a deterioratiai of the quality of rredical care. 

7. In the practice of medicine, a physician should limit the source of his profes
sional incare to medical services actually rendered by him, or under supervision, 
to his patients. His fee smuld be cameisurate with the services rendered and 
the patient's ability to pay. He should neither pay nor receive a a:::mnission for 
referral of patients. Drugs, rerredies or appliances may be dispensed or supplied 
by the physician previded it is in the best interests of the patient. 

8. A physician should seek consultation UIX)n request, in doubtful or difficult cases 
or whenever it appears that the quality of medical service may be enhanced thereby. 

9. A physician may not reveal the confidences entrusted to him in the course of 
medical attendance or the deficiencies he may observe in the character of patients 
unl ess he is required to do so by law or \mless it becanes necessaey in order to 
protect the welfare of t.he individual or of the carmuni ty. 

10. The honored ideals of the rredical professicn imply that the resp:msibilities of 
the physician extend not only to the individual but also to society where 
these res{X)nsibilities deserve his interest and participation in activities which 
have the purpose of improving lx>th the health and well being of the individual 
and the cx:mmmity. 
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1979 REGULAR SESSION (80TH) 

ASSEMBLY ACTION SENATE ACTION Senate AMENDMENT BLANK 

Adopted □ Adopted □ AMENDMENTS to Senate 
Lost □ Lost □ 

,..., 
Date: Date: Bill No. 441 fteeei!l!li!!ha Uo. __ 
Initial: Initial: 

40-1970 Concurred in □ Concurred in □ BDR 
Not concurred in □ Not concurred in □ Committee on Human Resources Date: Date: Proposed by 
Initial: Initial: 

and Facilities 

0 

To: 

u 

· Amendment N"! 6 7 3 

Amend section 1, page 1, line 3, by deleting "health and care" 

and inserting "group care facility, intermediate care facility or 

skilled nursing". · 

Amend section 1, page 2, line 20, by deleting "health and care" 

and inserting "group care facility, intermediate care facility or 

skilled nursing". 

Amend section 1, page 2, line 25, by deleting "health and care" 

and inserting "group care facility, intermediate care facility or 

skilled nursing". 

Amend section 1, page 2, line 38, by deleting "a health and care" 

and inserting "the group care facility, intermediate care facility or 

skilled nursing". 

Amend section 2, page 3, line 6, by deleting "facility [.] , and" 

and inserting "facility.". 

Amend section 2, page 3, by deleting lines 7 and 8. 

E & E 
LCB File 
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Engrossment 
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Amendment No. 673 to Senate B i.11 No • 4 4 1 ( BDR 4 0- ·1 9 7 0 

Amend the title of the bill, line 1, by deleting: 

"and care facilities;" and inserting "care;". 

Amend the title of the bill, line 2, by deleting: 

EXH I a,~ E 

) Page_2_ 

"those" and inserting "certain types of health and care". 

AS Form lb (Amendment Blank) 
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