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MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Chairman Coulter 
Vice Chairman Fielding 
Assemblyman Bedrosian 
Assemblyman Polish 
Assemblyman Rhoads 
Assemblyman Price 
Assemblyman Prengaman 
Assemblyman Bergevin 

GIJESTS:,PRESENT: 

See attached guest sheet. 

Chairman Coulter brought this meeting to order at 2:45 p.m. 

COMMITTEE ACTION: 

SENATE BILL 332 Assemblyman Price· moved for a DO PASS, 
seconded by Mr. Rhoads. The motion carried unanimously with 
Mr. Dini and Mr. Bedrosian absent from voting • 

SENATE BILL 432 Assemblyman· Price moved for a DO PASS, 
seconded by Mr. Rhoads. The motion carried unanimously with 
Mr. Dini absent from voting. 

ASSEMBLY BILL 681 - Assemblyman Fielding moved for an INDEFINITE 
POSTPONEMENT, seconded by Mr. Rhoads. The motion carried with 
Mr. Prengaman voting "no" and Mr. Dini absent. 

Chairman Coulter then opened testimony on 

AJR 33 : 

Assemblyman Bedrosian testified on this bill as its chief sponsor. 
He explained that this resolution simply asks the U.S. Congress 
to discontinue the construction of nuclear power plants until they 
can be proven more safe than they apparently are, referring to 
the nuclear accident at Three Mile Island, Pennsylvania. The ex
posure of thousands of Pennsylvanians to nuclear radiation even 
in minimai doses, he explained, awakened the enti~e nation to the 
potential danger of nuclear power plants. He mentioned that this 
could lead Eastern politicians to look towards less populated areas 
like Nevada for sites for nuclear power plants. Mr. Bedrosian 
exhibited a newspaper articles wherein Nevada is supposedly being 
considered for the largest nuclear power plant in the nation. Said 
newspaper article is attached hereto as Exhibit "A". Nevada has 

I 

had a legislative history, he stated, of inviting nuclear activity 
into the state and it has been good, economically, but recently there 
has been articles come out relating that Nevadans in the path of this 
nuclear radiation dust have had a higher incidence of lukemia. 
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He feels that Nevada, at this point in history, notify Congress 
that they have a concern about nuclear power plants and nuclear 
activity of the state. Mr. Bedrosian stated that he is not 
against nuclear power; he just feels that it is obvious that it 
is not failsafe and the liabilities involved are irreversible. 

Assemblyman Rhoads stated that he approved of most of what 
Assemblyman Bedrosian stated, however, he question line 16 where 
it states" ••• until they are proven to be safe". He questioned 
how you could define this. Mr. Bedrosian agreed with that, 
stating that there probably is never going to be a definitive 
answer. He said that he would not be opposed to amending the 
language addressing the this concern. 

Assemblyman Bergevin mentioned a newspaper article wherein the 
author addresses the fact that nobody was killed in the Three 
Mile Island accident, but, in fact, the last oil plant that 
blew up, sixty-five people were killed. Many coal miners have 
been killed, but no nuclear miners have been killed. He stated 
that he agrees they have to be made practi~ally failsafe, but, 
he was glad to hear Mr. Bedrosian state that he was not against 
nuclear power because he feels that it is a thing of the future 
for our power needs • 

Assemblyman Fielding stated that in light of the Three Mile 
Island incident, he feels that they are doing precisely what 
this resolution requests right now. Assemblyman Bedrosian 
answered that to some extent, it probably is, however, the 
implicit message in AJR 33 is probably as important as the ex
plicit message. Again; questioned by Assemblyman Fielding, 
they discussed this problem with the wording as to "until they 
are proven safe". 

Assemblyman Prengaman stated that he would like to see as strong 
a statement made about safety as possible because he feels we 
had been told for many years that nuclear power was, in fact, 
safe. He feels that the fact that nobody died is something to 
be considered, however, he feels that before they agree to 
construction of anymore, they have to have better definitions 
of safety . 

. Assemblyman Bedrosian added that if we put a resolution like this 
to the U.S. Congress, it will serve notice that Nevada won't become 
isolated as the only state in the union who seems to want nuclear 
activity. 

Assemblyman Price noted that nuclear power is something that is 
here to stay. He detailed problems he has seen at oil and coal 
fired steam plants and the explosions they have had and the lack 
of safety. He stated he would not be hesitant in indicating that 
technology should be continued to make a plant safer, but, he 
feels they are doing this anyway. Assemblyman Price perceives 
that Nevada is not such a bad location for a nuclear plant in 
or around the test site or wherever water is available because, 
he stated, we do have the benefit of being remote. 211 
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Assemblyman Dini stated that he has a real philosophical 
feeling that in light of a real energy problem that we have, 
he feels that atomic energy is an area that we can take care 
of ourselves and he doesn't like to put the lid on it. He 
feels that in the future we are going to have to rely on nuclear 
energy. He stated that Nevada is going to become an exporter 
of energy and that nuclear is the only way to go in that it is 
cheaper. Assemblyman Dini noted that in no way through this 
resolution would he want to reflect that we should perhaps shut 
down the Test Site in Las Vegas. He mentioned the economic 
side of the amount of manpower to be put to work at a nuclear 
plant. 

Assemblyman Polish then testified against this resolution. 
He stated that Ely is one of the least earthquake prone areas in 
the United STates and they did ask for the coal-fired power plant. 
He stated his greatest concern on this Three Mile Island is 
what didn't happen. He referred to a newspaper article on this 
subject which is attached hereto as Exhibit "B". 

Assemblyman Prengaman mentioned that because nobody died 
immediately, there is a tendency to overlook the fact that often
times you don't see the results of radiation for generations and 
Nevada is an excellent example of that. He said that he doesn't 
feel we can justify this any longer merely for the sake of jobs. 

Ms. Susan Orr, on the Board of Citizen·Alert, an organization 
which was established in 1975 when the nuclear waste storage 
issue was first brought before Nevada, testified in support of 
this resolution. They are concerned that Nevada is becoming 
more and more involved in nuclear activity. She feels we should 
wait until nuclear energy has been proven safe. Citizen Alert 
has never stated that they never want nuclear energy; they are 
saying the potential for using it is always there, but let us 
not go ahead until we know it is safe. She mentioned that if the 
same amount of money was put into the development of solar energy 
of which Nevada has tremendous potential and wind energy and 
geothermal and energy conservation, we could perhaps see another 
energy form develop that would not propose a threat to human 
society. She brought a correlation between this Session's abortion 
hearings and this nuclear question, stating that she would like to 
see a similar response to future generations. 

COMMITTEE ACTION: 

ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION 33 - Assemblyman Fielding moved for 
INDEFINITE POSTPONEMENT, seconded by Assemblyman Dini. The motion 
carried with Mr. Prengaman, Mr. Coulter, Mr. Rhoads and Mr. Bedrosian 
voting "no". 

There being no further business at hand, Chairman Coulter adjourned 
this meeting at 3:30 p.m. 

asp ctfully submitted, 
.d~ I\ 

v7'U?... ;ft' ~_;u,,-c.,~ (Committee Mbmel) 
. ___ ~nAnne M. Peirce ....... -
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Schlesinger on shortages 
WASHINGTON < UPI l . - Enera Secretary 

James Sclllestnpr said Tuellday America"s energy 
future is br1(lbt even tbougb Ille nation 9hou1d ex
pect shortages la gasoline and beatilll oil this 
year. 

SpeaJc1ag at an American Gaa Association lun
cheon, Sdlleslnger said, "we loot for cooperation 
between the industry and the government." 

Schlesinger said ''the future Is brtgbt" for U.S. 
~· prospects because the "IDtspretatlon of 
long term supplies is better." 

But he added that. by next year, tile oil bill for 
the United States "should be about S60 bllllon, ad
ding dramatically to the load. on tile balance of • 
trade.'\ . . 

i ' . 
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Those apoc:alYJl(,ie predictions about' 
the ¥Cident at ~e-Th~ Island _.. - . 
nuclear- po- jlllitnear. Harrisbur1. ~ 
ncva- did matc:rializc. ~ucb to the an- 1"" ~- ·· · ~.,.. .:w, , 

noyance o{ tbuoothsayeB who seem to- ~¥ •. -..: - .;: 
lust for a c:atadysmic disaster to prove \1 • ~ · 
their horrendo~. forecuts. w«e-right all ·• - ~ ~ 
along. , (' ~ u...ar:::~r. 

Since the -Man:h 28 incident in which" ' · Y. 

roil and uoubJe disturbed the-pllllll. the · l ] · · 
media have iu14 ,a field day scarinJ the ; q . -:'."', • 
wits out of tb~world.: We wen: treated/ :. :.='!~=: _!at i:=1e:·, !i' 
thatc' th~·coiitainment walb holdinl 
lctbal 'doscs' oC.-radiation Went about to·• 
give way. that the-food and v.ater supply-, • 
would be poisoned for years to come. -

The Sunday edition of tho Washing• 
-.ton Star canMd thi& sill..,;olumn head

line: . "Evacuation·· of N•Plant Arca ·· 
Likely." Close to a quancr ofa million 
people might be moved. the Star noted 
(and later new,. -put the figure at over 
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half a million). with- the "decision to .. -, _ ·:..--=---~=·:-- -... 
order a largo-ec:ale evacuation . . . al- .- -_.,. .. _ . . . . , . . . . s· -·_·,:-.- - - ~ 

most inevitable." Few noted that Sun-(quite possible- that if it had: occumd, it 
day was April fool·s day. would not .have resulted_ in catastrophe, 

So what w.inhlresting to-know is. whar \_ On:, Tb~yi April S;·,. the BaltimoR 
did not happen~ ; Sllll . pnntcd a front-page story ~.hc:ad-i 

• Not' a·siilpe-penon, wu killed or-, lincd:. -.'..''!o~-cue• mdldo~ held, 
seriously injured OI'. hospitalized 1-. \ nonlctb~. : W~cn by the Sllll s Tour~ 
caUH of thc:,failure of the nuclear plant . Horton~ the .article ~eal~ that f~. 
to opcratc.correc:dy; Not only. was-.the- ,offictals. ,after nl:"Dlng_ a wont- C 

public: insulated. from harm: but none- · . meltdowitscenano th!'OuiJ!t computers. 
of those who actually worked to repair came to · the · conclus1on 'th~ such. a 
the plant was hurt or incapacitated. y cc .dcv~opmen! would cause no direct loss 
by all accounts. from those both pro and ofhfe to rest~ts or long-term environ
anti the development of commercial mental effects. 
nuclear energy. this was probably the The information was known to Pres
most serious accident that ever befell ident Carter when he appeared in Mid
an atomic plant. How many other in- dlccown on Sunday to assure citizens 
dustries dealing with the conversion of there was no imminent cri~is. 
energy can say that no cuualties re- Though the media were glutted with 
suited from their most serious accidents? stories about the possibilities of the hor-

• Th~ was no -meltdown." The rendous consequences of a meltdown. 
"greatest .risk of all." reported News- the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 's 
week. was a catastrophic -meltdown" Office of Rc:scarch made calculations 
of the sort fictionalized in Jane Fonda's showing that even with the presence of 
bcst-,dling n- film, -rhe China Syn- that potentially explosive hydrol!en 
drome. •• In theory, said N "'1SWttk. bubble in the l'Qctor, there. was no like
the core could molt its way through the lihood of a blast that could rip open the 
thick stccl walb of the reactor vessel, massive. concrete containment walls. 
penetrate the ffoor of the containment Instruments showed that the rcactor•s 
structure. -contaminate the soil or hit power had dropped dramatically. and 
a water poc:tca ud send up gushers of that such an event would have to be 
radioacti•e steam and contaminants. If ruled out. 
that happened. there might be thous- .. We '9eat ~ u ualysis or 
andsofdeatbslatcron." cha tocal ettergy a•allable in I~ 

The "meltdown." of course, did not (resctorJ system and c:akwatecl the . 
occur_ But c:vcn mora inten:sting. it is muillHIJII strea ic COllld nert,-IIIHI 

it jmt -•t -- to de dlat (tar
petle tM CNtailmewt walls)." -
tellllM Ropr sa... of die NRCs 
Prvllullldc Aalytis seedoll. 
Thus the ,wonL laild ·of.'"meltdown,. \ 

envisioned would.shave-involved a•~ . 
solving of the reactor core-. but witilout-· 
the explosive force; so. that tbe radioac
tive vapors released.would be only mini,;: 1, 

mal and non-led!al. In · other -rds. 
even if then: had been a meltdo-.rn':
which did not occur-the conscquenccs 
would have been minimal to the bcalth 
and safety of the populace. 

• The radiation rdcued ber::amc of 
the accident posed. no known. dugeB · · 
to the people near the reactor. Tatify
ing April 4 befoR the HCllith and Scien; 
tific Rescan::h Subcommittee. chaired 
by Sen. Edward Kcnllf:dy (D.-Mass.). 
HCllith. Education and WclfaR Sccre• 
tary JOKph Califano asserted the radia
tion that escaped from the plant would ' C, 
cause ilo additional cancer deaths. In• 
deed. his testimony placed the hyped-up 
news stories on the radiation levcb in 
intelligent pcrspcctiYe. Based on the 
NRC-s data. he stl'CNcd. ''the largut· 
dose anyone residing in the area of the 
plant is likely to hDc received during 
the fim five ciaya following the accident 
is a total dose of 80 millirems." And-
that dosage would be n,ceivcd only if an 
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1ion into the drug smuggli,11 
l1=11rette learned of the FBl's 
ed to take a lie dctec:tor test. 
,ot taken him up on the off'er 
to comment on whether there 
of criminal involvement on 

cttc's offlcc several times, but 

(Contin.,.d from page 1) 

individual continually stayed outside, 24-lloun a 
day, at the hottest recorded spots. 

Based on this same NRC data, he continued, 
"the avera,e dolCI during the five days following 
the accident to the population residing within SO 
mila of the plant has been estimated to be approx- . 
imaldy nine-tenths of a milliran." 

Puttilla these exposure rates in context, Califano 
said:-

"• The avera,e skin eltlJOSUn: from a common 
· chea x-ray is 40 millimns. 

"• The averaac annual dose each of us geu from 
natural bacltan,uad radiation is 130 millin:ms. 
Medieal ud dc:rital usea of radiation annually add 
111 avcrap of a1mMl 70 millmms, for an average· 
total exposure for each person in the United States, 
from ail sourccs of radiation; of appr'9ximatdy·200 
mmu- per year, 

"Baaed on tbac estimates of the radiation expo
sure at Thrar Mile Island. bow many additional 
cancer deaths can - expect in tho general popula
tion residina in the vicinity of tho plant? 

'"Let me approach this question in two -ys. 

"• rust, amaidcr the populalioa living within 
-· SO mila .of the plant. Based on NRC's data. cur

rent aamatca are that tho two million people living 
. in this area havo naived aa average dose of nine

. . . . tCllths of a millircm. Aauming this estimate is cor-
- ~ rect, we would expect to find no additionai cancer .· _, .... ,·. .. _. . ~'fl deaths in this population, as the nsult of radiation 

~~-Ji,.:; ,.,;.,.~--. CltpolUR to date. 
INftffTII "• Second, consider tho population living dose 

any of our to tho plant. If t:'lery one of tho ·25,000 or so indi

t Administration has 
·ves Wolff and English 
vcis willl tho House Select 

la and Drug Abuse of which 

En:tte made two overseas 
and ho was the only con
member of the committee 

~

' who would not com-
had been asked concern

did say that he had 
because ho wanted to be 

l We contacted the Select 
}ccretarJ Diane Striar told 
c.i.o trips. there had been no 
~te and the committee.. 
Jngressman on the trip who 
:iy for his wife"s transporta• 
J:urarty ironic because Rita 
1official functions with the 

} ·r el' . ·JS w11e were lrav mg with 
~ber. ajoumalist who was :I us they disappeared with
;piber of days. Rita Jenrette 
ibcr husband missed all of 
jS- Embusy had arranged 
:tCOftlRSSman who accom
: fna legislator to Stuttgart. 

~

enrette was_ "smashed out 
Jcnn:tte's press secn:ury, 

;,_ is and be replied, "Weil, 
:-d." 
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viduals living within five miles of the plant received 
the higheat cumulative dose that is curri:ntly esti
mated to have been possible (80 millin:ms), we 
would still expect to find no additional cancer 
deaths above tho 4,500 which would normally be 
expected in this population." . 

· But-while, the· normal -person may-receive aR 

average dosage of 2()0 .JDillirems per year, he. can 
obviously ·withstand even greater dosages without 
serious bann. The-: safe- -dosage for- workers . ·at. 
atomic: plants for instance, is.1J. tima that received 
by all penons on the average. 

No one dcnia that. tho accident at Three Milo 
Island was scrio111. or thllt something more.serious 
couldn' t have occurred. And nuclear energy pro
ponents are as eager as the N aderitcs to find what 
went wrong and correct it. But the nuclear industry 
-which supplies l3 per cent of U ,S. energy aceds 
-still has an enviable safety record. ,According to 
the Atomic Industrial Forum, no radiation related 
death can yet be attrihutcd to a single one of tho 72 
commercial atomic power plants in tho United 
States. nor' can any be traced 10 the nuclear plants 
in the rat of the Western world. 

Y ct more than a quarter of a million fatalities 
have been caused by motor vehicles in the United 
St~cs during the 18 ycan in which nuclear plants 
have inflicted no serious injuries. 

The US., as President Caner stressed last week, 
vitally needs energy if it is to sustain a .r.igh standard 
ofliving; thus the Nadcrites, the Jane Fondas, and 
the Jerry Browns can't be permitted to exploit the 
accident at Thn:e Milo Island to close out the 

Prof. Ge 

Los Angdes:-One a l 
four docadcs ago, a we 
York judge (Crator-h ' 
escapes mo) left his ch~ 
day-and was never sec 
again. Neither bis famil:, 
could shed any light c
Hospitals were searchcc 
There wu tallt of foul p , 
had no encmiea, nor cou 
a case in which a convict 
for getting aa extra-he:: 
indeed, if anything. Cralc 

For ycan there came 
been seen abroad-but 
oaL rt was almost as · 
ncvcroxistod. 

And thcD there's the 
case, which paral)ds the 
in many respocts-cxcc: 
wu known to have enc:, 
reuoos for wisllillgbim o 

~adetecln'Ostorya<i 
wished Aptha Cbrislic h 
mysteries °"°' to Hercui 
mi&ht have fllffOled out 
now, both Mn. Christ: 
bavo gone on. alas. to in 
deeper mya&ery than an 
l&Cklad bofora. ·. 

Bllt ·1 - ca repor. 

-- --- duit mal. ~olCntff,u,o 
c- of CM Vaaislwt!
Bllt ftnt Id - &iY• ye 
p-4. 

For some 20 years ou, 
m,arals, few in numbers · 
decibel power, have ar~ 
neighborhood public S<. 

fraud. and that only by bt. 
distanca from their 
alacation be "oqulizal. 
mumlll, pointm1 out that 
had bongbt hoiiia bee; 
proximity .to good scbo 
folb wllll1al their kia c! 
of an cmc:agmc:y, you we 
'"racist .. by die clito. 

If that - so. L.A. ,. 
inpy racist, for <:Yf!lt'Y cha, 
had to Voto 08 the me 

. blacks. browns. reds and 
. registered their proferc:: 
neighborhood school. 

But the Sfjjf-anointed, 
era1s were obstinate anc 
And in 1966. they were 1x, 
rcpon of Prof. J. S. Cole 
tigious educator and socic 
raean:h indicated that tr 
due to for=! busing re: 
cidedly better grades for t:· 
involYcd. And without d , 
port. carried in all the mec 
great inftuonce. 

The AmcricaD Civil Lil
- instrwnclltal in gett· 
from a liberal judge that , 
estimated SIOOmillion yea, 
buses, drivers, guards, , 
required lo "equalize" edu 
judge who rendered that , 
ousted from ofllcc OD t ~. 
eloction). A legal broubah: 
coascrvativcs arguing th . 
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