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MEMBERS PRESENT:

Chairman Coulter

Vice Chairman Fielding
Assemblyman Bedrosian
Assemblyman Polish
Assemblyman Rhoads
Assemblyman Price
Assemblyman Prengaman
Assemblyman Bergevin

GUESTS PRESENT:

See attached guest sheet.

Chairman Coulter brought this meeting to order at 2:45 p.m.
COMMITTEE ACTION:
SENATE BILL 332 - Assemblyman Price moved for a DO PASS,

seconded by Mr. Rhoads. The motion carried unanimously with
Mr. Dini and Mr. Bedrosian absent from voting.

SENATE BILL 432 - Assemblyman Price moved for a DO PASS,
seconded by Mr. Rhoads. The motion carried unanimously with
Mr. Dini absent from voting.

ASSEMBLY BILL 681 - Assemblyman Fielding moved for an INDEFINITE
POSTPONEMENT, seconded by Mr. Rhoads. The motion carried with
Mr. Prengaman voting "no" and Mr. Dini absent.

Chairman Coulter then opened testimony on
AJR 33 :

Assemblyman Bedrosian testified on this bill as its chief sponsor.

He explained that this resolution simply asks the U.S. Congress

to discontinue the construction of nuclear power plants until they

can be proven more safe than they apparently are, referring to

the nuclear accident at Three Mile Island, Pennsylvania. The ex-

posure of thousands of Pennsylvanians to nuclear radiation even

in minimal doses, he explained, awakened the entire nation to the

potential danger of nuclear power plants. He mentioned that this

could lead Eastern politicians to look towards less populated areas

like Nevada for sites for nuclear power plants. Mr. Bedrosian

exhibited a newspaper articles wherein Nevada is supposedly being

considered for the largest nuclear power plant in the nation. Said

newspaper article is attached hereto as Exhibit "A". Nevada has

had a legislative history, he stated, of inviting nuclear activity

into the state and it has been good, economically, but recently there

has been articles come out relating that Nevadans in the path of this

nuclear radiation dust have had a higher incidence of lukemia. =40
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He feels that Nevada, at this point in history, notify Congress
that they have a concern about nuclear power plants and nuclear
activity of the state. Mr. Bedrosian stated that he is not
against nuclear power; he just feels that it is obvious that it
is not failsafe and the liabilities involved are irreversible.

Assemblyman Rhoads stated that he approved of most of what
Assemblyman Bedrosian stated, however, he question line 16 where
it states". . . until they are proven to be safe". He guestioned
how you could define this. Mr. Bedrosian agreed with that,
stating that there probably is never going to be a definitive
answer. He said that he would not be opposed to amending the
language addressing the this concern.

Assemblyman Bergevin mentioned a newspaper article wherein the
author addresses the fact that nobody was killed in the Three
Mile Island accident, but, in fact, the last o0il plant that
blew up, sixty-five people were killed. Many coal miners have
been killed, but no nuclear miners have been killed. He stated
that he agrees they have to be made practically failsafe, but,
he was glad to hear Mr. Bedrosian state that he was not against
nuclear power because he feels that it is a thing of the future
for our power needs.

Assemblyman Fielding stated that in light of the Three Mile
Island incident, he feels that they are doing precisely what
this resolution requests right now. Assemblyman Bedrosian
answered that to some extent, it probably is, however, the
implicit message in AJR 33 is probably as important as the ex-
plicit message. Again, questioned by Assemblyman Fielding,
they discussed this problem with the wording as to "until they
are proven safe”.

Assemblyman Prengaman stated that he would like to see as strong
a statement made about safety as possible because he feels we
had been told for many years that nuclear power was, in fact,
safe. He feels that the fact that nobody died is something to
be considered, however, he feels that before they agree to
construction of anymore, they have to have better definitions

of safety.

Assemblyman Bedrosian added that if we put a resolution like this
to the U.S. Congress, it will serve notice that Nevada won't become
isolated as the only state in the union who seems to want nuclear
activity.

Assemblyman Price noted that nuclear power is something that is
here to stay. He detailed problems he has seen at 0il and coal
fired steam plants and the explosions they have had and the lack

of safety. He stated he would not be hesitant in indicating that
technology should be continued to make a plant safer, but, he

feels they are doing this anyway. Assemblyman Price perceives

that Nevada is not such a bad location for a nuclear plant in

or around the test site or wherever water is available because,,

he stated, we do have the benefit of being remote. 311
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Assemblyman Dini stated that he has a real philosophical
feeling that in light of a real energy problem that we have,

he feels that atomic energy is an area that we can take care

of ourselves and he doesn't like to put the 1lid on it. He
feels that in the future we are going to have to rely on nuclear
energy. He stated that Nevada is going to become an exporter
of energy and that nuclear is the only way to go in that it is
cheaper. Assemblyman Dini noted that in no way through this
resolution would he want to reflect that we should perhaps shut
down the Test Site in Las Vegas. He mentioned the economic
side of the amount of manpower to be put to work at a nuclear
plant.

Assemblyman Polish then testified against this resolution.

He stated that Ely is one of the least earthquake prone areas in
the United STates and they did ask for the coal-fired power plant.
He stated his greatest concern on this Three Mile Island is

what didn't happen. He referred to a newspaper article on this
subject which is attached hereto as Exhibit "B".

Assemblyman Prengaman mentioned that because nobody died
immediately, there is a tendency to overlook the fact that often-
times you don't see the results of radiation for generations and
Nevada is an excellent example of that. He said that he doesn't
feel we can justify this any longer merely for the sake of jobs.

Ms. Susan Orr, on the Board of Citizen Alert, an organization
which was established in 1975 when the nuclear waste storage

issue was first brought before Nevada, testified in support of
this resolution. They are concerned that Nevada is becoming

more and more involved in nuclear activity. She feels we should
wait until nuclear energy has been proven safe. Citizen Alert

has never stated that they never want nuclear energy; they are
saying the potential for using it is always there, but let us

not go ahead until we know it is safe. She mentioned that if the
same amount of money was put into the development of solar energy
of which Nevada has tremendous potential and wind energy and
geothermal and energy conservation, we could perhaps see another
energy form develop that would not propose a threat to human
society. She brought a correlation between this Session's abortion
hearings and this nuclear gquestion, stating that she would like to
see a similar response to future generations.

COMMITTEE ACTION:

ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION 33 - Assemblyman Fielding moved for
INDEFINITE POSTPONEMENT, seconded by Assemblyman Dini. The motion
carried with Mr. Prengaman, Mr. Coulter, Mr. Rhoads and Mr. Bedrosian
voting "no".

There being no further business at hand, Chairman Coulter adjourned
this meeting at 3:30 p.m.

Resp ctfully submitted, .
o B Kt
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Thi{se apocalyptic predictions about’

near. Harrisburg
never did materialize, much to the an~

noyance of the soothsayers who seem to
lust for a cataclysmic disaster to prove
their horrendous forecasts were right all

along. )
Since the March 28 incident in which’
toil and trouble disturbed the plant, the -

media have had a fieid day scaring the
wits out of the-worid: We were treated’’
. to.headlines.-and stories that suggested

a- nudm*caustmphe was imminent,
that-“theScontainment . walls holding
lethal ‘doses-of -radiation were about to-

. give way, that the foed and water supply:-

would be poisoned for years to come. -
The Sunday edition of the Washing-

~+ton Star carried this six-column head-

line: . “Evacuation: of N-Plant Area’

Likely.” Close to a quarter of a million :
peopie might be moved, the Star noted ﬁ : d’

(and later news put the figure at over

"half a million), with the “decision to 8

order a largescale evacuation...

most inevitable.,” Few. noted that Sunﬂ;uue possnblc that if it hadoccurred, it

day was April Fool's day.
So what is.interesting to-know. is what,

" did not happen:

o Not a-singie persom was killed or-j
seriously injured or hospitalized be-
cause of the:failure of the nuclear piant
to operate correctly: Not only. was.the
public insulated from harm, but none-
of those who actuaily worked to repair
the piant was hurt or incapacitated. Yet
by all accounts, from those both pro and
anti the development of commercial
nuciear energy, this was probably the
most serious accident that cver befell
an atomic plant. How many other in-
dustries dealing with the conversion of
energy can say that no casualties re-
suited from their most serious accidents?

o There was no “meitdown.” The

“‘greatest .risk of all,” reported News-
week, was a catastrophic “meitdown™
of the sort fictionalized in Jane Fonda’s
best-selling new film, “The China Syn-
drome.” In theory, said Newsweek,
the core could melt its way through the
thick steel walls of the reactor vessel,
penetrate the floor of the containment
structure, “contaminate the soil or hit
a water pocket and send up gushers of
radioactive steam and contaminants. I
that happened, there rmght be thous-

ands of deaths lateron.”

The “meitdown,” of course, did not

ile; Island.
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individual continually stayed outside, 24-hours a
day, at the hottest recorded spots.

Based on this same NRC data, he continued,
“the average dose during the five days following
the accident to the population residing within 50
miles of the plant has been estimated to be approx- -

Putting these exposure rates in comm, Califano
said: -

“e The average skin exposure from a common
"chest x-ray is 40 millirems.

“» Theaverage annual dose each of us geu from
natural background radistion is 130 millirems.
Medical and dental uses of radiation annually add
an average of almost 70 millirems, for an average:

from ail sources of radiation; of approximately-200
millirems per year. o

“Based on these estimates of the radiation expo-
sure at Three Mile Island, how many additional
cancer deaths can we expect in the general popuia-
tion residing in the vicinity of the plant?

“Let me approach this question in two ways.

“e First, consider the population living within
rent cstimates are that the two million people living
teaths of a millirem. Assuming this estimate is cor-

rect, we would expect to find no additional cancer
deaths in this population, as the result of radiation
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