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mvIOONMENT AND PUDLIC RESCX.JOCE.5 CQt,f,U'l'Till 

April 21, 1975 

'.Ihe meeting was called to order in lban #213, at 1:15 p.m., on M:>nday, April 21, 1975, 
with Senator '.rtiaTias Wilson in tie chair. 

PRE.SENT: Senator 'Ihomas Wilson 
Senator Gary Sheerin 
Senator Mary G::>jack 
Senator earl Ibdge 
Senator Richard Bryan 

ABSENT~ Senator Richard Blakenore 
Senator Joe Neal 

S.B. 284: Revises provisions on duties of state ccmnittee on fooeral land laws. 

Senator Dodge noved to hold this bill pending action on the A.ssemblv Bill 466. 
Senator Gojack seconde:1 the notion. 
The vote was unaninous with Senators Bryan, Neal and Blakenore absent. 

A.B. 401: r-Bkes various arrendrrents to statutes on meat and poultry inspection. 

Janes F.drnunson, Bureau of Environrrental Healt.h, testified fo favor of t.f-iis bill. This 
bill is their proJ;X)sal. The present- statute excludes custan slaughterers fran filr:/ type 
of inspection. It doesn't inch.rle slaughter of rabbi ts and game. Many of these custan 
cutting places are rDN in garages; they have no good place to diSJ;X)se of the offal. · 
They f~ these should be meeting sare min:irnum requirerrents, whic..h they do not have. 

Senator Wilson: ~s the act define custom slaughter? Mr. Edmundson said he believe:1 it 
did in an earlier part. 

Mr. E'.dmjrrlson said their meat regulations rDW are inadequate and t.hey are presently in 
the process of bringing those up to date, including labeling they do not have at the 
present time. 'Ihey wish to adopt, in the regulations, the Arrerican Meat Board Standard 
of Re:Julations. This is a national starrl.ard for meat. 

Senator Wilson: Are you in the process of promulgating those regulations rDW under 
233. B ? Mr. F.dmundson said yes. Senator Wilson $aid he agreed they should be under 
regulation and mt stab.lte. 

Senator Wilson: I gather you have jurisdiction to license an official establishment. 
Mr. Edmtmdson said yes. Senator Dodge said there was a definition of official establish-. 
nent. Senator Dodge said there might be a broader way of doing it by extending it to 
art:f cxmnercial establishrrent, wret.her it is presently under· inspection or not. 'Ihey 
could broaden the definition of official establishm:mt to i11clude the processing of any 
animals. · 
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Mr. s.n. nastioranni, State Divisicn of Health, said tl-iat would be fine E"..xcept they 
have a lot of small slaughter hollSes under the:µ- jurisdiction. They they assumed the 
Wholesare .t-1eat Act and they were put under federal inspection. Those are still under 
federal inspection. Sena tor D:xlge said you would have to exclude those. 

Senator Wilson: no you ha~ concurrent jurisdiction on those? Mr. Mastioranni said they 
don't handle them.. They handle only those that don't· C'Olle under the federal inspection 
act. 

Senator Wilson: How about ducJcs and geese? Mr. F.dmundson said oone of those would be 
under federal i.nspection. He said poultry was included. Senator Wilson said you have 
included here poultry. Mr. F.dmundson said that ¼Ould be custcm slaug'hter of any poultry 
where it doesn't go through a neat ma.rket. This is where they set up a custcm slaughter 
house where people bring in their own animals for slaugh~r. All the otler is under 
federal control. 

Senator Wilson~ I think what Senator rbdge is suggesting is don't you want a broader 
definition of what you have jurisdiction over in licensing of official estahlishrrcnts 
for the processing of any animal or fowl, except tpose insrected under federal juris
diction? This would include rabbits or whatevery you \ofcl!lt. Yoo are not talking about 
ducks and geese. If you have a custcm ha.Jse of the pr~si.ng of ducks and geese, you 
don't. have any jurisdiction under present law or the bill. You would w.:mt jurisdiction . 
over it, wouldn't you? Mr. T':.c.1rrundson said yes. Mr. F,dm.mdson said Linc 17, on the 
first page, provides for the slaughter or livestock, poultry, and other animals. 'Jhcy 
and the bill drafters thought "other animals" would cover it. 
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Semtor Wilson: J\re wild gi:1100 birds included in J_X>ultry? Mr. F.clmun:1son said no. 

Senator Wilson asked if they Willltcd them? Mr. Himundson saicl he hacln' t thought ahout 

it, but as far as he knew, they hadn't had any problem with that. The problcr!l has 

mainly been in deer processing and then in tJ:ie custom slaughter, where people bring 

in their own animals arrl have them slaughtered for themselves. Then you get into a lot 

of stream pollution. This is why they wanted those two iter.lS especially. 

Senator Dxlge: I don't think there is much problem with that section. I think the 

problem is in the official establismrent definition. Senator Dcx:lge said t.1-ie present 

language of the definition of official establishm:mt ties it to inspection. Maybe you 

are seeking to e.'q)and the inspection aspect. Couldn't \o~ expand t.l-ie definition to 

broaden it enough to include these things? \ 

Senator Wilson: What it really rreans is if you have inspected it you have juriscU.rt:.ion 

over it; rut if you haven't inspected it, you don't have jurisdictJ.on over it. 

Senator lbdge: I think you are trying to expand your inspection to give you the authority 

to include custom slaughter. You sha.lld exparrl to i..rlclude anyone who processes on a 

c:arrrercial basis livestock or p'.)ultry for hurcan consurrption. 

Mr. .Hastioranni said the only thing you have to watch on that is anything that goes into 

a food establishlrent has to have a federal starrp on it. Senator lb:lge said you ¥.Ould 

have to exerrpt whatever is urrler the Wholesome Meat Act. Mr. F.drnundson agreed that 

) would be much better wording on that. 

) 

'Ibey will redefine section 1 to make that any animals or :i::oultry for human consurrption. 

Selator Wilson asked Mr. Edmundson to see Jan Wilson, Senate Bill Drafter, about.the 

ariendlrents. 

Senator C'-ojack rroved to arrend arrl do pass. 
Senator Sheeri..rl seconded the rrotion. 
'lhe vote was unanirrous with Senators Blakerrore and Neal absent. 

Senator Dxlge said this should cover any plant or op::ration which orocesses livestock 

or poultry or other animals for hmian consumption, except for t11ose in 583.425 arrl 

583.429. A short discussion follav.ed. 

S.B. 451: Changes name of de@E._bnent of fish and garre to de~nt of wildlife and 
changes designation of rela~d. conmissions, boards, efiFloyees, and funds. 

Senator Cliff Young, testified in favor_ of the bill. '.J!lis is a proposal which has been 

errlorsed by the Nevada Wildlife Federation, which recognizes a growing reoognition of 

the responsibility of the Fish and Game Depart:nent to take care of other species of wild

life. 

Senator Young stated we have a rich variety in Nevada. There are probably 500 birds, 

animals and reptiles. There are arout 350 birds; 50 marrmals; 50 fish; 50 reptiles. 

Atx>ut 30 to 35 birds and animals are actually game birds and animals, an::l about two· 

thirds of the fish. Twenty species are rare, errlangered, or threatened. 'Ibis is 

acxx>rding to the findirgs of the Department of the Interior. 
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The Fish and Garre Department is the only agency structured to lCX>k after ron-garre ani

mals and fish. 'iliere is a small sum that goes into the general furrl into a Fish and 

Game Depart:rrent, but by and large, the $2,000,000 budget is the result of licenses for . 

hunting and fishing. Senator Young said he felt there was going to be a general trend 

towards general fund nonies in the future because the Fish and Garre Departrrent simply 

cannot survive the pressures, population, intrusions upon habitat, unless there is 

general fund rroney in larger sums in the years aread. 

Senator Young said he felt by changing t.'1e narre it would actually be including what 

the Fish arrl Garre Department is interested in - wildlife. He said it might even he 

called a consmEr type of bill because it rerroves the deception which the license 

holder rr:M might find. He learns his noney is going to protect pupfish, etc. Senator 

YOUDJ said that Glen Griffith had ro objections t6 the bill. Mr. Griffith would like 

to see it beccJm2 effective ,lanuacy 1, 1976, because they hcl.ve already printed stationary 

and letterhead for the present year. 

Senator Wilson: Have you had any reaction from the Dcpartnent or the camri.ssion? Senator 

Young said he had not. Senator Young askErl Mr. Griffith if he had any reaction and 

Mr. C',riffith said no. 

Senator r>odgc: I think Senator Young's observations arc very well takc>n. If we arc 

goinJ to process tbe bill, it should be re-referred to Finance Corrrnittce. I believe 

this \\Uuld be a lcqislati vc enunciation of broader rcSJX)ns.ibilitics for the Pish and 

Gmoo, which prolx1hly 11\0llld have to re funded by the general furrl. 
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Senator Wilson: 
gered species. 

Presently the Fish and (',ann nepurtnGlt has jurisdiction over non-crrlan
Senator Young said that was right. 

Senator Wilso~.: · Senator Dodge, do yru really think there is a fiscal note attached here? 
Senator Dodge said he thought potentially it did. He didn't tl-tink it did this session, 
particularly. He said he thooght Finance Ccmni.ttce should know about that if the bill 
is processed. 

Senator Hilson: I think we are going against policy judgerrent. I don't -think that's 
to be judged properly before that cornnittee. 

) 
- ~ Senator r.xxlge: l\s far as I am roncerencd, I would have to J.X)int out on the floor that 

I think that ultimately there is a financial impact on this. That's all I'm sayim. 

Senator Bryan: What duties are we changing in th~ Fish and rxnre Departnlent? I don't 
see that we are making any changes in their duties. 

Senator Young said he knew of no changes and said there is sane general fun<l rroney now 
goim for the non-sporting gama and fish specialists. 

Senator Wilson: Am I right? rx>es the. Fish and C':arne Departm:mt excercise rontrol over 
predator rontrol over non gama? Senator Young said that was right. Senator lvilson asked 

) if they were making subs tu tu ti ve chclll:Jes. 

) 

Senator Dodge: I think we are because, as Senator Young J.X)inted out, it would be a 
legislative enuniciation, a broadened responsibility to Fish and (',arre for wildlife 
generally. I think its because of the enunciation, and I think Senator Young will 
agree, and he's already stated that general funds would be used under this concept. 
I'm not saying there is anything wrong with that, I'm just pointing it out. ; 

Joe Midrrore, member of Audobon Society, said he did know they have had during tl-te 
past year a one-man, one-vehicle sort of thing taking a study around the state of 
reptors. The study included how many there are and how many are endangered. He didn't 
know if the study was partially or fully funded by the fe<leral governnent. He said 
this was the kind of thing that should be ongoing. He felt it was .imp:)rtant for the 
state. 

Senator Wilson said tlE only question he had is there is no fi~cal note. Senator Dodge 
said that was all right. He said he would support putting out the bill, but _stated he 
was going to rrention on the floor that he thinks there is a fiscal note. He said he 
didn't want to errlanger the bill, he was just suggesting it go to Finance. 

Senator Wilson: The thing that bothers rre is we are calling upon Finance to rrake a 
policy judgema:nt. Its not a rroney judgerrent as to whether or oot the policy should be 
as prescribed in the bill. I don't think they have jurisdiction as a C'Cm1li ttee over 
what the r_:x:>licy should be. They have authority to awropriate rronies and determine 
priorities in respect to the rudget. I don't think they have jurisdiction over JX)licy 
questions. I don't want to endanger the bill either, I just have a basic problem. 

over 
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Senator Ibdge: I'm still going to mmtion this on the floor. 

Senator Bryan noved to amend and do pass. 
Senator Cbjack seconderl the notion. 
The vote was unaninous with Senators Blakenore and Neal absent. 

SJS 

After the vote Senator Sheerin askerl if this bill was in conflict with S.B. 114, which 

was irrlefinitely postponed by the camnittee previously. There was a short discussion, 

after which Senator Bryan withdrew his notion. The consensus of the ccmnittee was to 

have Mr. Glen Griffith, Depart:rrent of Fish and Game care in and let the ccrn:nitee ask 

his questions. It \\as Senator Dodge's feeling that sooething should be in the official 

cc:mnittee rerord concerning this. 
S.B. 531: Increases penalty for littering. 

Joe Midrrore, representing Soft Drink Association, testified against the bill. Because 

of other pieces of legislation theyare.interested in anything that can help ease the 

J.i tter problem. He stated he wasn't sure this bill cruld do that. He said he oould see 

Senator Blakenore's intent, but he asked what policem:m of any kind is going to haul ~

ore in for throwing things out of a car. Senator Wilson asked if he was afraid the-..re 

would be no enforcement at all. Mr. Midrrore said that was right. The language of the 

bill says that every fish and game warden and every policeman shall enforce this. Mr. 

Midnore said he didn't feel they were enforcing it. You can't force an officer of the 

law to enforce these kirrl of laws when -they have norc important things to do. He said 

you do hear every ooce in a while about sOitDbcrly unloading s~ junk illld they were caught 

and told to relaud and take it away. Mr. Midrrore said he didn't think they had a right to 

cb that, but he didn't know. 

-I 
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Mr. Midrrore asked the comni ttee about the penalty. There was a short discussion ,Jlx>ut 

- that. 

-

-

• 

Senator Bryan said they had passed this law once before about six or revcn years ago. 
'&'o years later the advocates of the bill came b:lck and said they were getting less 
prosecutions tpan ever because of the wait involved .in a gross misderr€anor prosecution. 

It was decided to hold the bill until the sponsor of the bill, Senator Blakenore, rould 
have a chance to speak to the bill. 

S.B. 540 was rescheduled for Thursday, April 24, 1975, at _7:00 p.m. 

'11.oore reing no further business, the ~ting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted: 

~~ 
Kristine Zohner, Committee Secretary 
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ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 401-COMMITI'EE ON AGRiCULTURB · . 

MARCH 13, 1975 

Referred to Committee on Agriculture_ 
\SUMMARY-Makes varfuus amendments to statutes OD meat an4· poultry ..... 

inspection. Fiscal Note: No; (BDR 51-142) ·. ; 

• . ..••. 
I 

l!XPUMAno-Matter fn ltallu is new; matter fn brackell { J ii 
material to be omitted. . 

AN ACT relating to meat and poultry inspection; expanding the classification of 
animals which require inspection of slaughtering and processing; prolu"biting 
local licensing of certain slaughtering or processing establishments unless the 
establishments are approved by the state health officer; removing an exemption 
for certain custom slaughtering; and providing other matters properly relating 
thereto.. . . · . · · 

The People of the State of Nevada, represented in Senate and Assembly, 
do enact as follows: · 

1 SECTION 1. NRS 583.375 is hereby amended to read as fqllows: .. 
2 583.375 "Official establishme~t" means any establishment [m. this . 
3 state as determined by the officer at which inspection of the slaughter of ' 
4 . livestock or poultry or the processing of livestock or poultry carcasses or 
5 parts -thereof is made] which the officer has inspected, under the authority 
6 of NRS 583.255 to 583.565, inclusive[.], arid approved for: 
7 J. The custom slaughter of livestock or the slaughter of poultry; 
8 2. The processing of livestock or poultry carcasses or parts thereof; or 
9 3. The- slaughter or processing of any other animals for human con-

10 s_umption. · 
11 SEC. 2. · NRS 583.435 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
12 583.435 1. Meat, meat food products, and poultry products are an 
13 important source of the supply of human food in this state and Jegislation 
14 to assure that such food supplies are unadulterated and otherwise fit for 
15 human consumption, a11d properly labeled, is in the public interest. There-
16 fore, it is hereby declared to be the policy of this state to provide for the 
17 inspection of slaughtered livestock, poultry[,] and other animals, and the 
18 _carcasses and parts thereof which are used for human food, at certain 
19 establishments to prevent . the distribution in. intrastate commerce, for 
20 human consumption, of [livestock and poultry] animal carcasses and 
21 parts thereof which are adulterated or otherwise unfit for, human food. 
22 2. The health division of the department of human resources is hereby 
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