Assembly MINUTES

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
February 11, 1975

Members Present: Messrs. Glover, Howard, Dini, May and Mrs. Hayes
Late: Jacobsen, Dreyer
Members Absent: None -~
Guests: Representing
Howard Hill Dept Motor Vehicle
Virgil Anderson ARAA
V.L. Fletcher Dept Motor Vehicle
James Lambert Nevada Highway Patrol
Stan Warren " Nevada Bell
Carol Warren Student
John Ciardella Dept Motor Vehicle
Daryl E. Capurro Nevada Motor Transport &
Franchised Auto Dealers Assn
Leo Lynn Washoe Motor Car Dealers Assn
John Win C.A.D.A Carson City Dodge
Dan Flammer Flammer Pontiac, Chev
Robert Guinn Nevada Franchised Auto Dealers
E.J. Silva Dept Motor Vehicles
Patricia Wellson Student
’ Bill Pearce Bill Pearce Motors - Reno
A. Grulli Grulli Motors - Yerington
Don L. Hellweakel President of Nevada Franchised Dealers

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Glover at 3:20 p.m.

A.B. 117 - which revises provisions relating to vehicle dealers and
licensing thereof - was the first bill to be discussed. Mr. E.J. Silva,
representing the Dept of Motor Vehicle was the first speaker for this
bill. He said it was designed to define and clarify definitions of a
vehicle dealer, a legal owner, a new vehicle dealer, and a used vehicle
dealer. The bill also expands the licensing requirements for dealers,
manufacturers and rebuilders. He said this bill was designed to prevent
"curbstoning” which is illegal sale of vehicles usually to avoid the
sales tax. He stated that the District Attorneys are failing to
prosecute because the language of the law is not clear enough.

Mr. Don Hellweakel, President of the Nevada Franchised Dealers Assn. and
an automdbile dealer was the first to speak against the bill. He
mentioned all Nevada car dealers are against some of the provisions

of A.B. 117. He felt the present statutes are quite adequate and already
put the auto dealers under strict control of the Dept. of Motor Vehicle.
He felt this bill would make curbstoning even greater than it is now by
exempting some of these businesses as "dealers".

Mr. Leo Lynn Jr, President of Washoe Motor Car Dealers Assn, was the

‘next speaker against the bill. His major concern was in the wording of
the bill. It is not clearly defined as to who has to have a license and
who does not to sell a vehicle. He thought this bill would open the
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. door for people on the outside to come into the Nevada area and sell autos
at their own disgression. He felt this could make Nevada become a dumping
ground for rental companies to bring in cars and sell them. This bill

is not in the best interest of local dealers or the consumers.

Mr. Robert Guinn was the next speaker, representing the Nevada Franchised
Auto Dealers. He said he felt there were many things wrong with the
proposed bill and then went on to give specifics. He felt some of the
language was too restrictive such as the definition of a "used vehicle
dealer"”. He said this bill would exclude rental and leasing companies

as "used car dealers", and many of them are even licensed right now.

He stated that the present laws are not effective now, but felt that this
proposed bill presented many problems. He stated that he would like to
talk with Mr. Silva of the Dept of Motor Vehicle to work out some reason-
able changes.

Mr. Silva, Dept of Motor Vehicle then explained to the opposition that this
bill was designed to satisfy the needs of the District Attorney to get
people who are dealing in the illegal sale of vehicles.

The next bill to be discussed was A.B. 119 which designates additional

types of authorized emergency vehicles and provides for use of certain

equipment. Mr. James Lambert from Nevada Highway Patrol presented this

to the committee. He explained the bill had four purposes:

1. To designate additional types of authorized emergency vehicles.

‘ 2. To clarify the problem of a flashing blue light. He stated that a

blue light is superior in bad weather conditions.

3. To designate the minimum distance a siren must be audible which
is 1,000 feet.

4. To restrict the use of the flashing red and blue light to emergency
vehicles only.

Mr. Jacobsen questioned what surrounding states were using the blue light
and if there were any Federal regulations on this. Mr. Lambert stated
that the use of the blue light is now becoming nationwide, and that he
knew of no federal regulations.

A.B. 150 was the next bill to be discussed. This bill expands peace
officer powers of field dealer inspectors of vehicle compliance and
enforcement section of registration division of department of Motor
Vehicles and provides for their early retirement. Mr. J. Silva from
Dept. Motor Vehicle spoke for the bill. He presented to the committee
an amendment to the bill from the retirement board (see attached sheet).
He stated that the Dept. of Motor Vehicle accepted and approved of the
amendment. He went on to present a lengthy testimony explaining the
purpose of submitting this legislation. (see attached sheet)

Mr. Dreyer and Mr. Jacobsen both stated too many people are asking

for early retirement. Where can the legislature stop with this matter?

Mr. Dreyer asked Mr. Silva how many years of experience (police experience)
‘fthese peace officers should have. Mr. Silva answered a minimum of 5.
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He went on to say these men have to be very experienced to be an auto
theft investigator. Mr. Dreyer questioned the salary of the field
officers. Was it high enough to get well gqualified men? Mr. Silva
said they were paid higher than police officers, about 5% more than

a patrolman, on a par with a police sargeant.

Mr. May questioned Mr. Silva as to why the bill was deleting lines
13-17 page 2. Mr. Lambert of DMV stated that he would like to see
these lines remain in the bill. .

Mr, Guinn, Nevada Franchised Auto Dealers, spoke vigorously against

A.B. 150. He said he was opposed to having non-~uniformed people stopping
his truckers and trying to arrest them or impound the truck. He said

the committee had to be careful about giving broad authority. Mr. Silva
then stated that everyone seemed to be reading too much authority into
this bill.

Mr. Jacobsen then ask for clarification as to how conspicous these field

officers were. Were they dressed like policemen: Mr. Silva explained

they are in plain clothes, have I.D. are issued a badge and have side

arms. Their cars are marked with a bullseye on it. He stated this job

can't be accomplished in uniform and marked cars. These men work much
. like narcotic police officers. They have to work undercover.

Mr. Jacobsen praised the Dept of Motor Vehicle for its guickness of
obtaining information that was demonstrated to the committee on its
tour of the DMV bldg. Chairman Glover asked Mr. Anderson of AAA and
Mr. Silva to talk together to work out the problems of this bill. As
it was getting late, he announced that bills 149 and 152 would be
discussed at some other time.

Mr. Howard moved for adjournment; Mr. Jacobsen seconded, and the motion
was passed unaminously. The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Camille Lee
Assembly Attache
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Revises provisions relating to vehicle
dealers and licensing thereof.
Fiscal Note: No. (BDR 43-274)

Designates additional types of
authorized emergency vehicles and
provides for use of certain equipment.
Fiscal Note: No. (BDR 43~331)

Exempts certain license plates from
duplicate or substitute plate fee and
clarifies fee requirements for substltute
certificates, decals and plates. «
Fiscal Note: No. (BDR 43-279)

Expands peace officer powers of field dealer
inspectors of vehicle compliance and

enforcement section of registration division
of department of motor vehicles and provides
for their early retirement. Fiscal Note: No.
(BDR 43-273) ‘ ‘ ‘

Provides changes in traffic laws on right
of way. :
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AMENDMENT FOR ASSEMBLY BIIL - 150 (Page Two, Line Two)

this se ction L/but are not] and are entitled to retire [at the ages
and under the circumstances prayided in NRS '286.51(ﬂ under éarlz

retirement for police and fiife@n provided for in NRS Chapter 286.

N

]

oy




SUMMARY OF INFORMATION %mm\:m@ LO P*lSO (BDQ 43- "273) ?‘QSRS 481 048 - “‘(}
| BXPAND THE ENFORCEMENT DUTIES OF THE E‘IF‘LD I'\VE}S‘I,‘IGA’IOPC; OF 'THE ‘f?’iii%
COMPL IAI\CE‘ AND ENFORCEMENT CSLC’T‘lQ\'I, REGISTIRA TON DIVISION, DEPARI’L&E;NT OF 42 |

MOTOR VEHICLES

_There is a ’mo~fold ourpoae in submlttwrf tm.C‘ legzslatlon.
- L\,m 1 - to allow the field mvesmaatovb of this sectlon to bﬁttpr p@rform
their &uf"les with the p”otec‘clon of the Departw&ént of Motor Vohlcles and t:h@
rcw tlzens of the state of I\aevaaa. | | -’ . :
Jumber 2 - to alloz these o.{flcers "becaﬁ& of the nacure oF th"lt‘ dutlc\s) ,

T . :'. STt | L - L and bemg exposed to all the hazards of any
'po\lice officer: 2% ,{?f AF ;éé‘:xl%a/ Cé?«@ie! y‘@z*i‘*eif%%ﬁ}? | 7

Saveral years ago vhen it was dt,termlnecl oy the leglslatu:e, tn,j.?ﬁ}-ga;;&
. selling and- leaqmg autcv'xotzbes and other veh:f_cles and pe::sons in tm, busmhss ) >
" of junking and wrec cking cars snould be llcensed and Iegula*ed in an & *em)’r* m ‘
prevent fram ) mbosztm@ and other abuse: upcn the c:i:lzens 033 tﬁé stma of
- Nevada. In the begmmg most of the dutleg of the :mvestlgators a.,s:mned t& .
| ths_s Partlcu}.ar sectlon e s was : the set ung up @? a» |
1 licensing p}:oaram and rmklng sure that all 11<,r*nsce<s ware properly 1lcensed ‘ |
\ and bonded.  Past records show that little or no arrests wefe mde by thm :anj
Vestlcrdtors ho HeVer, in recent years g many arre%ts h?zve bﬁ‘eﬂ. made for 6&&
msdomeanors and felomes and many assi sts in arreota for felomes have been
made by thase mvestlgatorsw(?é @?;{54» #;Mm hﬂ{ ‘ - 4
_[n the past few years there hac boen a steady increase :m ihfa frequency

of felonious crimes and in particular those thdt ve are c:onstantly mvest:x,gaumd B
such as fraud, forgery, embeleement and auto theft Crmes of this naturp and
i eanrcemnt pI'O‘«JlSlODS are not found in Chapter ,482, wnlch 18 me‘-of »the chaptars ‘

we are erpowered to enforce. In the pa«:‘i} mvcstlgatom qeno ally were cancemed
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only with those activities of dealers, manufacturers, salesmen, etc., licensed

| under NRS Chapter 482. However we are corg}:antly being requested to becare

involved in other business and private transactions involving the Registration
Division of the Department - of Motor Vehicles. Basically, the reason for the
involvement is the Registration Division is required to provide registration and
titles to all vehicles that meetthe requirements of Nevada Revised Statutes.

It is only‘ natural that this division must have an adequate enforcenent wing to
investigate all areas where there is some evidence of any of the aforementionedv
crimes. Many years ago the advent of a person submittihg a forged or fraudulent
or counterfeit document to transfer or obtain ownership té é vehicle was not too

highly thought of. 1In these days of a very high-‘?»if-“A“: market of automobiles

and recreational vehicles, including travel trallers, a $10 tob 20 000 vehlcle

b ps'roci

has become common.. Theft and forgery havenbecome common in thlS market. Ewven

with many of the protective statutes written into the law, the Department - of

- Motor Vehicles camotalways be indemnified in all its transactions. Consequently,

crimes of this nature are coﬁstantly being investigated by this section of the
Division, NDT 0’”’7 5» dgﬁ/ﬂ/ﬁuﬂdﬁ Méa&?'thx)/ %L&I/ZMS @éa
Because of the investigative technique - required. :* for these
areas one of our requiienents to become a field investigator is a minimum of
five years experience with some law enforcement agency. In actual application
we attempt to choose the applicant with the most police experience. It has been
extremely helpful W!wﬁv -l 2z these investigators have . . " had some
investigfativé)_procurenent of evidence and court experience. If it were possible
for police 6fficers wishing to care towork in this particular field to retain
their peace officer status with the ability of early retirement it would make it
poésible for us to draw A‘PL‘*’“%rom é ’much larger campetent field of officers.

Too often in the past investigators have bequn an investigation only to
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to find the alleged crime could possibly be out of our jurisdiction. This
usually requires the case be turmed over to other ;uthorities. These other
authorities are very reluctant to "change horses in the middle of the stream”
that is to try and begih an investigation in the middle of a case. This
usually means going back to the beginning to interrogate witnesses, - E"iany
times our information has been provided through oné of our informers and thesé
informers are very reluctant to talk with some of these other agencies. |

In many 'cases it does mean a transfer of physical evidence a(éé' ybu &0
lose a certain amount of continuity of evidence. Currently the investigators
of the Vehicle Conpliance and Enforcement Sec.:tion‘ have a total of 48 years
previous law enforcement experience with other agencies. éome of these
' investigators have paid the appropriate fees into early retirement.

The duties of the investigators of this section are varied and can become
extremely complicated beéause of the elements we are constantly dealing with.
Over 3,000 investigations were conducted last year with 10-15% of these inves—
tigations involvey ; P? some type of felony. We provided nearly 2,7000 assists
to other agencies in 1974 and 90%> of these assists were to law envforoement
agencies. The majority of these assists to these enforcement agencies have
to do with some type of auto theft and they éré segéking our expértise in the

location of confiden{:ial vehicle identification nunbers.
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. A In 1974 investigators of this section were the instigators in cracking
two large auto theft rings operating in Nevada, California, Arizona and Utah.
In addition, these officers recovered 142 stolen vehicles. Two of these wvehicles
were occupied by the suspects. The nearly 100 arrests made in 1974 for various -
crimes resulted in over $3,000 in fines ;{J the various courts. .In aédition, |
the investigators aopraleed nearly 12,000 vehicles and ?Mﬁﬁgé nearly 15,000
unlts for junk. Experlence has taught us, dealing with junked and wrecked
autos in these wrecking yards and isolated dumps is a preearlous part of our
duties. | _ |
Generally speaking, officers on the highways and eity streets, driving4
their marked cars, wearing a uniform, badge, and sidearm grd reasonably sure
of mat'i\g\ﬁ .%\"'gettlng into, versus MANY srcuatlonﬁ where we are not reasonably
sure of what we are getting into. Most uniformed officers do not generally stray ’
'ver;} far from their automobile which conta:ms the usual eqmpment such as two-
way radlo, riot gun, etc. Many non—-unlfor'ned offloers are - in the
same boat that we are; however, many of them are now carrymg tw&waY handi-~
talki radios, in the event they get :Lnto a tightisituation Vand need assistance‘;
We have a dlfferent situation such as we run into in many of the wrecking .
ards, secluded durps in areas,which become a haven for car thieves to operate : H k) :
Fﬂaw? Gy ourselues Wl AwAY . , Seme oF -
’HMh oUub W) and many times pursuing an mvestlgatlon mvolv:mg A type,g paper fraud) such asT;mK(‘
oF mp%ﬂﬁc?ﬁ?\ titles in the buying and selllng of a car, the mvesthator, in knocklng on the
dooxr of an apartrrent or house - - - ', is never sure just what is going to
hapren. _ ' | |
’TA.\S 1y N L\' another. of the many reasons we l:Lke to reqmre many years of law
enforcement experience to beamce a field investigator of the Vehlcle Comp1 iance

’ ' and Enforcenrent Section.





