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ASSEMBLY EDUCATION COMMITTEE MINUTES 

APRIL 22, 1975 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Wittenberg 
Vice Chairman Polish 
Mr. Coulter 
Mr. Lowman 
Mr. Vergiels 
Mr. Weise 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Mr. Chaney 

GUESTS: Dick Morgan, NSEA 
Tom Ogg, Washoe County School District 
Larry Dunphey, Franciscan Center 
Ray Isom 
John Gamble, State Department of Education 
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Larry Oakley, Nevada Division of Mental Hygiene and 
Mental Retardation. 

A quorum being present, Chairman Wittenberg called the meeting 
to order at 3:00 p.m. on April 22, 1975. The purpose of the 
meeting was to hear testimony on SB 212, SB 495 and AB 632. 

Chairman Wittenberg called for testimony on SB 212, which adds 
tu enumeration of causes and clarifies procedure for suspension 
or revocation of teacher's or school administrator's certificates. 

John Gamble, State Department of Education, began by stating that 
they had sponsored this bill which had been amended and passed 
unanimously by the Senate Education Committee and then passed 
by the Senate itself. It provides for a more workable method for 
revocation or suspension of a teachers certificate. Under the 
present law, the local school district has had to bring charges 
against the teacher. This would allow the State Department of 
Education to bring the charges. The amendment to the bill wus 
drawn up with the cooperation of NSEA, NSSBA and the Department 
of Education. They all believe this is a very workable bill. 

Mr. Lowman asked who conducts the hearing and who appoints this 
person. Mr. Gamble stated that a hearing officer is appointed by 
the local school district to conduct hearings, the same as in the 
~rofessional Act. 

Mr. Oakley, State Division of Mental Hygiene and Mental Retardation, 
stated that they had looked over the bill and discovered several 
errors that they feel should be corrected in this bill at tnis time 
before final passage. He stated that his background was in 
education and that he worked as a Educational Consultant to the 
Division. Mr. Oakley presented the committee with a statement 
from Jack Middleton, Associate Administrator of the Division which 
is attached to these minutes as Exhibit I and herewith made a part 
of this record. 

Mr. Oakley questioned how you could take a dipolroa away from a person 

since a dipobna andcertificate are two different things. 
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Mr. Gamble explained that this language was used as there were 
still some teachers in the state that hold life dipolmas. They 
have to keep this language in to cover those few. 

Mr. Oakley then questioned whether this bill would entitle the 
Department to revoke cer~ificates and diplomas in other states. 
Mr. Wittenberg stated that by definition this would be made 
perfectly clear. 
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Mr. Oakley then stated as far as the mental incapacity goes they 
have some clients at the Nevada Mental Institute who are treated 
for a very short period of time and could their diplomas be taken 
away from them. Mr. Lowman stated that he would feel that this, 
is what should be done. Mr. Oakley stated that they feel that 
this is unjust. 

Mr. Wittenberg stated that this bill would provide for hearing and 
thus he stated that he felt the teacher was well protected. Mr. Gamble 
stated that the reasons for revocation or suspension are the same 
as those for which an employee can be dismissed. 

As there was no further testimony on SB 212, Chairman Wittenberg 
stated that he would interrupt the hearing long enough to allow 
Mr. Isom to present his statement to the Committee regarding the 
University of Nevada System. 

Mr. Isom stated that he was a private citizen, a student at the 
University of Nevada-Las Vegas. He presented the committee with 
a prepared statement a copy of which is attached to these minutes 
as Exhibit II and herewith made a part of this record. 

Mr. Isom then went through his statement and explained the various 
charts he had attached. He explained that on~the last sheet the 
ones marked with* were those the University may not except but 
have not definitely decided upon and those marked with+ were 
courses the University was completely rejecting. Mr. Isom stated 
that he found this very upsetting in that an individual attends 
the Community College in an endeavor to further improve himself. 
Then if he decides to go still further and attends the University 
he finds that he must duplicate his effort by taking the same 
course over again. He stated that he felt it was a power struggle 
within the system. 

Mr. Lowman asked if there had been no indication of what courses 
were University equivalent in the catalog given out by the Community 
College. Mr. Isom stated that he was assured that these courses 
were transferrable to the University. However, he has since found 
out that this does not always work out. He further stated that 
he has submitted his records to the University at Provo, Utah and 
they have accepted the credits for transfer. 
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Mr. Lowman asked •if any of- the courses and textbooks of these 
courses wer~ identical t~ University classes. Mr, Isom stated 
that his "Fundamentals of Accounting" course was taught by a 
University Professor with the same textbook used at the University, 
however, he said that perhaps this course was not called by the 
same title at the University. 

Mr. Polish then asked who Mr. Isom has contacted at the two 
schools concerning this. Mr. Isom stated he had contact the 
following at Clark County Community College: Nick Horn, Dean 
of the Business School, Mrs. Brown, Registrar and Dr. Nicholson. 
At the University at Las Vegas he had contacted: Brock Dick, 
Dean Harbick, Mr. Sedman, Chairman of the Finance Department. 

Mr. Wittenberg inquired as to what type of answers he was given. 
Mr. Isom replied that he was told the Community College had overstepped 
their bounds and that these courses did not meet the University 
standards, etc. He also stated that the only advi~e he got from 
his college advisor was to take the course over again, at the 
University. 

Mr. Wittenberg asked Mr. Isom what exactly he would like to see 
done by the committee. Mr. Isom stated that he would to see the 
regents directed to remedy the situation so that the various 
Community Colleges would be compatable with the State University. 

AB 632, directs State Department of Education to conduct pilot 
program for prekindergarten education for certain children. 

Mr. Ogg, Washoe County School District, stated that should this 
bill be passed they stand teady to cooperate with the Department 
of Education in establishing this program. 

Mr. Wittenberg asked if they feel that this is a good idea and 
bill. Mr. Ogg stated that yes they favor the idea of a pilot 
program, with some reservations. He elaborated on their reservations 
stating,that they were mainly in the area of financing. Would 
there be adequate funds to properly staff. Also concern with 
the selection of students. It is difficult to define high 
incidences of low achievement in children that have never attended 
school. However, they feel these can all be resolved. 

Mr. Polish asked about the size of classes as compared to kindergarten 
where most of the classes have from 30-35 students. Mr. Ogg 
stated that they feel there will probably be a maximum of 20 
students in the pilot program . 

Father Dunphy, Franciscan Center, stated that they support this 
concept as a means of addressing ourselves to the problems of 
the low income. and ethnic groups. The. problems has been that 
by the time the children reach school ·age they already lack some 
of the natural education other children recieve from their family 
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and which the teacher expects the child to have at that age. 
Feel it is necessary to combat this deficiency at this age 
to eliminate .the problems these children already have by the 
time they reach school. 

Mr. Gamble stated that it was clearly understood that by 
conducting this pilot program they would contract and work 
through Washoe County School District to offer this program. 

He stated that the selection might be difficult to find proper 
students to meet the criteria set. 

Mr. Wittenberg asked who had prepared the fiscal note. Mr. Gamble 
stated that they had not been requested to prepare one and they 
feel that the appropriation mentioneq in the bill would probably 
be sufficient. 

SB 495, changes name of State Advisory Council for Manpower 
Training and Career Education to Nevada Advisory Council for 
Vocational-Technical Education and reduces number of members 
thereof. 

Mr. Gamble stated that he had not anticipated speaking on this 
bill, however he was familiar with it and had attended the hearing 
held on it in the Senat~. He stated that they were in favor of 
the bill as it would reduce costs. The name change made the 
name more appropriate to the functions they provlde. This 
also complies with federal regulations. 

Mr. Morgan, NSEA, stated that this was Senator Blakemore's 
bill and that it was a good bill. The thrust of the bill 
recognizes the federal directive for reorganization of vocational 
advisory groups. Mr. Morgan cited the dramatic change that has 
occurred over the years since the federal government used to 
grant funds on behalf of math and science courses. Now the 
feds are going in for vocational education. 

Chairman Wittenberg then called upon Mr. Morgan and Mr. Petroni 
to present their suggestions for AB 547. A general discussion 
period was held. 

After the discussion period, Mr. Lowman moved the committee 
reconsider AB 547, which makes changes in provisions relating 
to educational personnel. Mr. Polish seconded the motion. 
The vote was unanimous. (Mr. Wittenberg, Mr. Polish, Mr. Coulter 

·Mr. Lowman and Mr. Weise with Mr. Vergiels excused and Mr. Chaney 
absent). See attached Legislative Action Form • 

Mr. Lowman then moved that the committee "do pass as amended" 
AB 54 7. Mr. Weise seconded the motion.. The vote .. was unanimous 
in favor. See attached Legislative Action Form. 
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Chairman Wittenberg appointed Mr. Polish to meet with Mr, Morgan 
and Mr. Petroni to see that the amendments were drafted properly. 
The suggested amendments are herewith attached'to these minutes 
as Exhibit III and made a part of this record. 

SB 212, Mr. Lowman moved "do passll and Mr. Polish seconded the 
motion. The vote was 4 ayes, 1 not voting and 2 absent. Mr. Weise 
stated that since he had artived after testimony.was heard, he 
would not vote until he had read the minutes of this meeting. 

AB 632, Mr. Polish moved "do pass" and Mr. Lowman seconded the 
motion. The vote was 4 ayes, 1 not voting and 2 absent. 
See attached Legislative Action Form. 

SB 495, Mr. Polish moved "do pass" and Mr. Coulter seconded the 
motion. The vote was 4 ayes, 1 not voting and 2 absent. See 
attached Legislative Action Form. 

Mr. Lowman stated that he would like to see some comments from 
the Chancellor's office regarding the statement made to the 
committee by Mr. Isom. Chairman Wittenberg instructed the 
secretary to write to Chancellor Humphrey regardinq this matter 
and requesting that he attend or someone from his office appear 
·at· 'the next committee meeting to answer questions from the 
committee., A copy of this letter is attached to these minutes 
as Exhibit IV and made a part of this record. 

As there was no further busine~s to act uoon, Chairman Wittenberg 
announced that the committee would meet·next Tuesday, at which 
time he would ask from action on the bills that he still had in 
is possession. and then he adjourned the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandra Gagnier, 
Assembly Attache 
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE ON ............................................................................................... -
Tuesday 

Date ..... Ap..ril...2.2.,.l9.15 ... Time ...... ~.; .. Q.Q ... P..~:m.!.Room ...... .J.}§ ................ . 

Bill or Resolution 
to be considered Subject 

THIS AGENDA CANCELS AND SUPERSEDES PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED 

AGENDA FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 22, 1975. 

SB 212 

AB 632 

ADD 

SB 495 

Adds to enumeration of causes and clarifies 
procedure for suspension or revocation of 
teacher's or school administrator's certificates. 

Directs State Department of Education to conduct 
pilot program for prekindergarten education 
for certain children. 

Changes name of State Advisory Council for 
Manpower Training and Career Education to 
Nevada Advisory Council for Vocational­
Technical Education and reduces number of 
members thereof. 

7422 ~ 
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DATE APRIL 22, 1975 

SU3JEC~ SB 495, changes name of State Adivsory Council for Manpower T~ainin~ 
and Career Education to Nevada Advisory Countil for Vocational­
Technical Educationa and reduces number of members thereof. 

----------------------------------------------------·----------------------

Do Pass XX 

Moved By 

A~·lENDMENT: 

!·1oved By 

, 

~-!oved BY 

Amend 

Mr. Polish 

Indefinitely Postpone Reconsider. 

Secondec Bv Mr. Coulter 

Seconded By 

Seconded By 

------------------------------------------------------------------~--------

VO'rE: 

CHANEY 
COULTER 
LOWMAN 
POLISH 
VERGIELS 
WEISE 
WITTENBERG 

TALLY: 

MOTION 

Yes 

ABSENT. --x-
-r 
-y 

EXCUSED 

No 

NOT VOTING -­
---X-

4 

AMEKD AMEND 

Yes No Yes No 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
ORIGINAL MOTION: 

AMENDED & PASSED 

AMENDED & PASSED 

Passed xx Defeated Withdrawn 

AMENDED & DEFEATED ________ _ 

AMENDED & DEFEATED 

------- ·------------------------------------------------------------------
Attached to Minutes April 22, 1975 
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SUBJEC7 AB 547, which makes changes in provisions relating ta 

educational personnel. 
-· -------------------------------------------------------------------------
!'-10TION: 

Do Pass .Ar.:end Indefinitely Postpone Reconsider M_ 

Mr. Polish Moved By -------------Mr. Lowman Seco:1dec1 By 

!-loved· By Seconded By 

AMENDMENT: 

, 

!(oved BY Seconded By ____________ _ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

VO'l'E: 

CHANEY 
COULTER 
LOW!·!A.N 
POL:prn 
VERGIBLS 
WEISE 
WITTENBERG 

TALLY: 

MOTION 

Yes No 

ABSENT 
X -x 
X 

EXCUSED --x-
--x-

5 

AMEND AHEND 

Yes No Yes No 

-------------------.------------------------------------------- --- - --
ORIGINAL MOTION: Passed xx Defeated Wi thc1ru\\7fl -----
AMENDED & PASSED AMENDED & DEFEATED 

ANENDED & PJI.SSED AMENDED & DEFEA'l'ED --------- ------------------------------------· ----------------------------------------------
Attached to Minutes April 22, 1975. 
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DJ\.'l'IApril 22, 1975 

SUBJECT AB 547, makes changes in provisions relating to educational 

personnel. 
----------------------------------------------------·----------------------
~()TIO!':: 

Do Pass xx l\mend XX Indefinitely Postpone Reconsider 

r-Coved By Mr. Lowman Seconded By Mr. Weise 

See Exhibit III attached to the minutes 

!•1oved By Seconded By 

AMENDMENT: 

~oved BY Seconded By 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

MOTION 

VOTE: Yes No 

CHANEY· ABSENT 
COULTER ---x-
LOv7!-!...~N ---x-
POLISH ---x-
VERGIELS EXCUSED 
WEISE --x-
WITTENBERG --x-

TALLY: 5 

ORIGINAL MOTION: 

AMENDED & PASSED 

AMENDED & PASSED 

0 

Passed 

XXX 

XXX 

. AMEND AMEND . 

Yes No Yes 

--

-

Defeated Withdrawn 

AMENDED & DEFEATED 

AMENDED & DEFEATED 

Attached to Minutes April 22, 1975 

No 
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DATE SBXXIXX April 22, 1975 

SUBJEC? SB 212, adds to enumeration of causes and clarifies procedure 

for suspension or revocation of teacher's or schoo) administrator's 
----------ce-rti--H--cates.--------------------------------------·--------------
!·10TIO'.\: 

Do Pass 

r::oved By 

A!•1ENDr-!ENT: 

!1oved By 

AMENDMENT: 

~:oved BY 

xx }\mend 

Mr. Lowman 

Indefinitely Postpone 

Seconded By 

Seconded By 

Seconded By 

Rccon.si.der 

Mr. Polish 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

VOTE: 

CHANEY 
COULTER 
LOv:?'1!AN 
POLISH 
VERGIELS 
WEISE 
WITTENBERG 

TALLY: 

MOTION 

Yes 

~T 
_x_ 
__x_ 
__x_ 

EXCUSED 
NOT VOTING 

__x. 

4 

lV-IEND 

No Yes No Yes No 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
ORIGINAL MOTION: Passed xx Defeated Wi thc1r~:wn 

AMENDED & PASSED AMENDED & DEFFATED 

AMENDED & PASSED l\~·!ENDED & DEFEATED 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Attached to Minutes April 22, 1975 
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D.:'\.':'E 

SC'BJEC? AB 632, directs State Department....of Eeucati ao to conduct 

pilot program for prekindergarten education for certain cbiJdren 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

. :·'0TIC::--;: 

Do Pass xx 
r-:ovei-1 By 

~-10,:ed By 

!-:oveu. BY 

?,.mend 

Mr. Polish 

Indefinitely Postpone 

Seconded By 

Seconded By 

Seconded By 

Reconsider 

Mr Lowman 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

vo·rE: 

CHA:-JEY 
COULTER 
LO\•:!i!..Z'\.N 
POLISH 
VERGIELS 
\•7EISE 
WITTENBERG 

TALLY: 

Yes 

MOTION 

No 

ABSENT 
-x-
--x-
-x-

EXCUSED 
NOT VOTING­
-X-

4 

AME~iD AMEND-

Yes No Yes No 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
ORIGINAL MOTION: 

AHENDED & PASSED 

AMENDED & PASSED 

Passed xx Defeated Withdrawn 

AMENDED & DEFEATED 

AMENDED & DEFEATED 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Attachcc to Minutes April 22, 1975 
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MENTAL R!:TARDATION 

JACK !✓-ID:>LETO}I 
As~Oci':l'~e Ad::1inis~rat?r tor 

Mental Retardation 

April 22, 1975 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Assembly Committee on Education 

From: Jack Middleton, Associate Administrator 

Subject: SB 212 

I have some concern with the general p~opriety of this legislation. 
My observations are as follows: 

1. 

2. 

Suspension or Revocation of State Diploma 

I perceive no problems with the Boards suspension or 
revocation of a state teaching certificate assuming certification 
is the states method of licensing teachers. However, it would 
seem that in order to revoke a diploma or educational degree of 
any kind the state should be able to demonstrate that the holder 
of such diploma engaged in some misconduct prior to the granting 
of such diploma and in relation to the earning of such diploma 
which would negate his right thereto. 

Physical or Mental Incapacity 

Aside from the apparent redundancy in subsections 1 and 2 
of NRS 391.330, the phrase physical or mental incapacity is 
undefined in terms of nature or degree such that the Board would 
appear to be without adequate statutory standards or guidelines 
with which to judge a persons physical or mental capacity in 
relation to his fitness for service. 

Your attention to these matters in connection with your consultation 
of SB 212 in sincerely appreciated • 
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POINTS FOR DISCUSSIOi'J REGARDING 
'l'HE UNIVERSI'l'Y OF NEVADA SYSTEMS 

Statement: The University of Nevada Systems, as it is currently 
constituted, is headed by Chancel or Neil Hu.'11phrey. Within ti1c 
system are the two Universities, the three Community College,:, 
and Desert Research Institute. All three of these bodies ar0, 
in essence, sister schools. Since the~e are all sister schools, 
I would like to bring the follm1ing six points for your immcdic1.te 
evaluation and, hopefully, further discussion: 

1. There is no uniformity within the University of 
Nevada Systems, particularly between th~ Universities 
and the Community Colleges, in the areas.of course 
title and course nu.rc-1ber. 

2·. There is no uniforrni ty in terms of acccptabili ty 
and transferabili~y within the University of 
Nevada Systems; again, particularly between the 
Universities and the Com.nmni t.y Coll<2ges. A 
particular problem that I particularly am faced 
with is that I may tar~e a course from the Comrc.mi.ty 
College where the course is the same, the textbook 
is the same, and in instances, the instructor is 
the same, the only difference being the location and 
the course credit is the same; however, transferability 
between the Corrununi ty College and the University of 
this and other particular courses, which I would be 
happy to discuss with you, has not been allowed. 
The only person who is suffering because of this 
arrangement is the person that the University of 
Nevada Systems is trying to help--being the student. 
Docurnenta~ion for thi3 is readily available, and I 
have xeroxed copies enclosed to support this statement. 

3. Because of the conflict between the Universities and 
the Community Colleges in the areas of point #1 and fr:2 
(uniformity and transferability) the student is 
forced to duplicate his education by taking the same 
classes from both institu~ions. 

4. Conununi ty College catalogue should indicate 
transferability of courses so as not to confuse 
the student in terms of traDsferability, particularly 
in the areas of Community Service co~rses. 

5. The Cormnuni ty Colleges are offering Buch courses 
as typing, that are readily acceptable at other 
four-year institu~ions outside of the state and, 
in some cases, at UNR: however, th~se courses are 
not acceptable at UNLV • 

6. In discussing with my peers, I h.1.ve fourn::1 that 
transferability of courses from the Community College 

470 
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is much easier to other Collcc;es and Uni versi tic.J­
outside of the state, rather than within the 
University of nevadc! Sys terns, v:herc a.11 of the 
schools are sister schools. 

471 

The reason that I bring these six points to your immediate• 
attention is that I do not feel that it has been the legislative 
intent to create a system where direct transferability would be 
impaired by the systcra; so I would like to propose that the 
legislature make their intent clearly known through a resolution 
that would call upon the Board of Regents to examine the7c · 
problems and clearly propo3e a solution so that the student 
who is working within the system is not the one who suffers. 

, 
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TO: ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

, 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO AB 547 

P. l 

P. 2 

P. 2 

P. 3 

P. 3 

P. 3 

p. 4 

LINE 8 - 9 

LINES 19 - 24 

LINE 50 

LINES l - 2 

LINE 6 - 7 

LINE 3 

LINES 27 - 29 

DELETE NEW LANGUAGE 

DELETE NEW LANGUAGE 

DELETE 

DELETE 

DELETE 

INSERT NEW LANGUAGE: after numer. 5 insert; 
"Consistent with provisions of NRS 288, boards 
of Trustees ..... 
DELETE NEW LANGUAGE 

Richard L. Morgan 
Executive Director 
NSEA 

ALSO: 

P. 4, line 46, after the word "tim~" add "after receiving 
a hearing as provided in subsection 3. 

P. 5, line 5, after the word "the" ~nd before the word "teacher" 
add the word "probationary" 

B. 5, add a new section 4, which will read:" 

4. After receiving the report and recommendation of the hearing 
officer or-hearing commission, the board of school trustees 
may accept or reject the report and recommendation, and 
such decision is final and binding and may not be appealed 
to the courts by the probationary teacher. 

·' 
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CoMMERCS: 

WAYS AND Mt:AH!I. 

Nevada Legislature 
FIFTY-EIGHTH SESSION 

Neil Humphrey, Chancellor 
University of Nevada System 
405 Marsh Avenue 
Reno, Nevada 89502 

Dear Chancellor: 

April 23, 1975 

Enclosed is a copy of a statement made before the Assembly 
Education Committee regarding the University of Nevada 
Systems. 

The Committee requests that you or someone in your office 
go over this and give some explanation to the statements 
made. Also, we would appreciate someone appearing before 
the Committee next Tuesday, April 29, to answer possible 
questions of the Committee. We are considering introducing 
a resolution in this direction and would like more information. 

Thank you for your assistance and consideration. 

AMW:sg 

·Sincerely, 

ALBERT M. WITTENBERG, Chairman 
Assembly Education Committee 


