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HEALTH, h1ELFARE AND STATE INSTITUTIONS 

April 18, 1973 

Minutes of Meeting # 27 

Committee members present: Chairman Lee E. Nalker 
Senator Young 
Senator Herr 
Senator Drakulich 
Senator Raggio 

See Exhibit "A" for list of interested citizens present. 

Chairman Nalker called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. 

A.B. 959: Enacts the Nevada Mental Health and Mental 
Retardation Law. 

Dr. Chuck Dickson stated that the intent of the bill is to 
make sure that patients and clients have their rights guaran­
teed. It is to aid the courts in having a broader range of 
committments, so that clients could occasionally be coITu~itted 
to out-patient services as well as in-patient services. This 
is a concept of least restrictive care. Most of the bill is 
reorganization of existing statutes. Dr. Dickson made reference 
to Section 54, Page 9, stating that they feel that if they pay 
clients that work in the institution, they should not be charge 
that same money for their care. Dr. Dickson indicated the 
reasoning behind deleting Section 56, Page 10 is t~at it is 
such a controversial issue that the whole bill would be defeated 
because of that Section. Under Section 67, Pages 13-15, they 
would have three types of admissions: 1. voluntary admission 
can be released when he requests; 2. a seven-day - if the D.A. 
wants to hold someone, they can hold him up to seven days with­
out a ~ourt admission; 3. court admission. They are concerned 
with the language in this section, and they also wanted to go 
with the voluntary admission section - so that a person could 
get out when he wanted to. They do want this condition in the 
bill • 

. Senator Herr questioned Section 66, Page 13, Line 21 which states 
that the medical director may be a physhiatrist in private prac­
tice. Dr. Dickson stated that they do not have the funds for a 
full tir:1e medical c1irec tor in EcPdcrson as like :rw.ny of e1c srnall 
rural area. 7hey ,muld want th.:: lancruagc to allow t:1cl'1 to have 
a medical director on a part-time basis • 
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Suzanne Bryant~ ~ental Hygiene, stated that if an individual 
wants to be admitted, you can hold them for 48 hours. If 
you do petition for a court hearing, you can hold them further 
for seven more days. 

Senator Herr commented on the fiscal impact and was advised 
by Dr. Dickson that there is no fiscal impact. The nearest 
thing in here now having fiscal impact is the guarantee of 
fllinimum wage, and they are going to make sure that they can 
handle that within their budget. The persons who work at the 
institute now are being paid by the Division of Rehabilitation. 
They are getting about $150,000 for new workers. 

Senator Young commented that this bill is too important to pass 
without an interim study. 

After further discussion, tl1is bill was tabled, to be rescheduled 
for the next meeting. 

A.B. 127: Extends immunity from tort liability for 
emergency care to ambulance drivers and atten­
dants. · 

Senator i:·Jalker brought to the cornrni ttee' s attention t~1e fact 
that the a:mendments to this bill, when passed, omitted pro­
visions for federal government employees, specifically ITellis 
Air Force Base a:::1bulance drivers. Ee asked tho committee's 
approval to draft a new bill which would cover this omission. 
Committee agreed. 

S.B. 421: Applies cosmetology regulation to certain 
related occupations. 

Senator Herr ~oved to rescind the action previously taken on 
S.n. 12lr which ;7as 1:illeu. 
Dorothy Feeney, Cosuetologist, spoke as a •,li tness ana again 
c:<.plained this ;.)ill. She st~tec1 that cos::-.-:2ticians or eiosc 
who apply make-up in a cosmetologist school or establis:1ment 
should be licensed by the cosmetology board. 
Senator t:alker asked that she and her attorney write up an amend­
ment i;hich would clarify the definitions herein and return it to 
the committee for approval. 
T:-iey did so and Senator nerr moved for "Do Pass 11

, as anended, 
secon<::cr.l l~,'Y Sena tor Yo'J.ng, the motion was so carriec1

• 

Refer to Exhibit B for detail of amendments as passed. 
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A.B. 239: Requires counties to compensate 
physicians on staffs of county 
hospitals for care of indigents 
and deletes requirement for rota­
tion of staff. 

i1r. John Meder, Hev. Assn. of County Commissioners, stated that 
he is strongly opposed to this hill. This seems to be a situation 
between the doctors and Washoe County. 'Ehe other counties should 
not have to suffer because of their differences. 
Senator Herr remarked that this is a left field bill as far as 
the small counties are concerned. 
Dr. Robert Miles, Chief of Staff, Washoe Medical, indicated his 
support of the bill. Further stating that 7% of the patients 
at Washoe Med. are indigent, and this would guarantee the care 
of those indigent patients. 
Senator Raggio asked if there were any doctors that were excluded 
from this and was informed by nr. Miles that they are extluded 
only after they have quit the staff at Washoe ~1ed. Dr. ~1iles 
further stated that the small counties nav for indigent care. 
Senator Raggio asked why it WqS that all the counties pay the 
doctors for this care and not at Washoe. 
Dr. Miles commented that ouher counties are sympathetic and 
understanding of the commissioners. 
Dr. Miles stated, in reply to Senator Raggio, that they cannot 
say what the cost would be. 
Senator Herr stated that they could not vote on this if the 
cost is unknown. 
Dr. !1iles stated that once it was detemined that a patient v1us 
indigent, he was put under a county medical service, or doctor's 
care. From there, care was given on a rotation basis by the 
staff doctors. Dr. Miles commentnd that he would care for the 
indigent if he gets paid for these services. 

A.B. 870: Requires practitioners in healing arts to 
release results of diagnostic tests to patients. 

Dr. Miles furnished the committee with a copy of a letter from 
John P. Sande, :-1.D. (See Exhibit ''(!.")which urges "Do Kill" on 
this bill. If this bill is passed, it would increase the 
anxiety problem, and will add the burden of a<lditional paper 
work for the doctors which would take their time away from 
their patients. 
Dr. O. W. White stated that this is a violation of the p11ysician' s 
right. 
Senator Walker called a short recess, heing only Senator 
Dral:ulich and himself present: 8 :45 a.m. 
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The meeting reconvened at. 9:45 a~rn. 

-

Senators Young, Walker, Swobe and Herr present. 

AB 870, cont' •• 

Senator Herr moved for a "Do Kill" on SB 870_ 
Seconded by Senator Young, the motion was so carried. 

AB 239, cont• ••• 

Senator Herr moved "Do Kill" on AB 239. Senator 
Drakulich seconded the motion, and it was so carried. 

AB 891 Enacts Family Planning and Population ~t 
Research Act. 

Assemblywoman Jean Ford and Ms. Donna Dixon 
were witnesses on this bill, Ms. Ford explaining that 
AB 111 (previously repealed) was the first version of 
this bill, AB 891 being an amended versionr since federal 
funds were not forthcoming for the Population Research Act 
Bureau at the time of its repeal two years ago. 

She explained that what this bill does, is simply 
get in the law, the state's intent to get involved in 
the business of family planning. Thus, they are accepting 
funds from the federal government for establishment of 
family planning clinicsr through the Health and Welfare Department. 
She pointed out and emphasized line 14, on page 1 --
"The resolution •••• should be based on voluntary action~ •• " 
it is not an attempt to railroad any kind of action through 
this committee. As of now, there is nothing available 
through state sanction, in the area of family planning. 
She noted section 4, page 1, which states the intent 
of this bill. 

Senator Walker asked what the real thrust of this 
bill was, and Ms. Ford explained that it was to, in effect, 
avoid federal mandate - establish such services on our 
own volition, rather than waiting to be told to do so. 
As far as fiscal impact, she explained that there was 1 

noner since the job could be accomplished with the 
present staff available, and the monies corning in from 
the federal agencies. 

Asked if this bill would mandate all departments 

*· 
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AB 891, cont' 

within the state who were remotely connected to 
adopt this structure, Ms. Ford replied 'no'. This 
bill simply assists in information exchange, and 
lines of clarification. She stated that, for example, 
in the rural areas, there was absolutely no lines 
of communication for information exchange - that 
it was not even made public that such services were 
available from area to area. 

When asked about the budget, Ms. Dixon 
stated that there was to be $127,000.00 - with the 
state matching the federal funds at a ratio of of 1 to 
10. She emphasized the i~portance of state involvement 
in this program. Idaho contributed last year, $2,000,000.00 
to their program. Nevada has only committed $5,000.00 
as of this year. Now it is required under HR I. 

Senator Walker commented that there should be some 
means of control here, to guarantee the quality of the 
program's performance. 

Ms. Dixon stated that she thought we should start 
by coordinating this pcogram - she has laid the initial 
groundwork - rather than concentrate so much on money. . 
When the initial groundwork has been done, then a coordinator 
should be hired to handle this. 

Objections to the contents of SB 311 (teenage 
contraceptive bill) were taken care of by Section 4, on 
page 1. 

It was decided to amend this bill by deleting 
Section 2 1 and 3, on page 1. 

Senator Young moved for a "Do Pass as amended", 
Senator Herr seconded the motion, and it was so carried. 
Senator Drakulich did·not vote on this measure. 

AJR 42 Memorializes Congress to extend and increase 
federal funding for Veteran's nursing homes. 

On motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously 
carried, AJR 42 received a "Do Pass". 

•• 
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The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

0,~MU\)~~ 
~1n N. Hughes,~ry 

APPROVED: 

Lee E. Walker, Chairman 
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PROPOSED .'\MEimMrnTS TO S.B. 421 

-T--~----~- • -:'1-Tt~ .~--• - - • 
··•-.~ 

Page 1 - Delete Lines 4 and 5. Substite: 11 Cosmetician11 means any person who, 

for compensation, or the price of the cosmetics used applies cosmetics 

as a part of any complete facial beautification process. 

Page 1 - Delete Lines 11 and 12. Substite: "Cosmetologist! means any person 

who engages in the practice of cosmetology. Those persons licensed 

only as cosmP.ticians, manucurists, or electrolo~ists under other 

provisions of this statute, although performing certain cosr,ietological 

services, are not cosH1etologists for the purpose of this statute. 

Page 2 - Del~te Lines 19 to 27. 

Page 11 - Change as follows: (f) Ge required each 2 years to take a course of 

NRS 644:473 

at least 30 hours' du.ration in advanced teacher­

training techniques. 

(g) Be per.nitted to place his active license on in­

active status until such person returns to 

active status. 

is hereby repealed. 

r L ~ - I 
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STATE 
~fEDICAL 
~~SSOCI_._t\_TION 

• JOHN P. SAIC!)[. M.D~ President 
THOMAS K. HOOD, M O • Pr~idenHlect 

iO>IN W. CALUSlER M.O. S«retarv Treasurer 
WILLIAM D v·coRMAll, M.Q ' immediate Past Pre,;:dent 

HUGH C. FOLL "4ER. \lO •• AMA Delegate 
C. NORMAN CHRISTENSEN. M O • AMA A1ter11,Jte Delegate 

NELSON 8. '1Eff, Exttutive Oiri:ctor 

3650 BAKER LANE • RENO NEVl<D/. 89':i02 • TELEPHONE (702) 825-6788 

Chairman and Members 
Senate Committee on Healt~, 
Welfare, and State Institutions 
NEVADA STATE LEGISIATURE 
Carson City, Nevada 89701 

Dear Senators: 

The Nevada State Medical Association is not in favor of the passage 
of A.B. 870 regarding the release of medical records to patients. 
At the present time a patient may have his records transferred to 
another physician by merely signing a release form. An attorney 
may also obtain copies of patient records by securing the permission 
of the patient or by the use of a subpoena. 

In our opinion, the release of records directly to patients could 
cause considerable problems where serious illness such as advanced 
malignancy is involved. Many patients would be unable to confront 
the realities of their health condition and still carry on the day­
to-day functions of their normal lives. Any patient who voluntartly 
visits another physician with his complete medical history would be 
suspected of being somewhat unusual and a "shopper.n There appears 
to be no significant value in releasing medical records to the pa­
tient. 

Futhermore, how many patients would be able to intelligently interpret 
the highly sophisticated tests that are essential to good patient care 
and which can be evaluated only by a skilled practitioner? 

I urge your committee to kill this proposed legislation. 

Si[~~ .ac.~ 
.L'P. SANDE, M.D. 
President 

4 L? - L/-/Y·,, 73 
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' <REPiuNrm .·lVITB. ,\l)QJITED AMENDMEN'l~) ' ' ' 

. . , . ·FIRST ~PRINT . , . s. B. 421 

SENATE BILL NO_. 421-COMMI'!TEE ON HEALTII, 
WELFARE AND ST!-\TE INSTITUTIONS 

MARCH 12, 1973 

Referred to Committee .on Health, Welf:.ue and State Institutions 
SUMMARY -Applies · cosmetology regulation to certain related occupationii; . .. 

· Fiscal Note: No. (BDR 54-1409) , .. 

Ex1iLANA'IION-'-Ma:tter in lfalics is ~e:w; ~atter :in brackets [ ] _ls 
, material to ~ omitWJ. 

~ ACT ieiating to cosmetology; providing additional definitions; applying regu­
lations to certain related. occupatio~; and · providing otber matters properly 
relating thereto. · ·· · · 

,··The People of the State of Nevada, represented iii Senate and Assembly, . · 
· do enact as fallows: · · · · 

. . . . . . 

1 SECTION 1. NRS 644.020 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
2 . 644.020 · As used in this chapter: · · 
3 1. "Board" means the state board ofcosmetology. 
4 2. "Cosmetician''. means anY person who, for compensation, or the 
5 ·· · price of the cosmetics used applies cosmetics as a part of any complete 

· 6 facial beautificationprocess. . . . 
7 · 3. · ''Cosmetok>gical establishment" or "wig stylist salon" means any 
8 premises, building,or part of a building whereon or wherein any branch 
9 or any combination of branches of cosmetology, or the occupations of 

10 [a hairdres er . and cosmetician] cosmetologist and wig stylist are prac- · 
11 •ticed. · 
i2 4. "Cosmetologist" means any person who engages in the practice of 
13 cosmetology. Thosepetsonslicensed only as cosmeticians, manicurists, or 
14 electrologists under other provi ions of this chapter, althoµgh performing 
15 certain cosmetolagical services, . are nOt cosmetologists for . the purpose of 
16 · this chapter. · · · 
17 [3.] ·5. "Cosmetology" shall be 'construed to incbide any branch or 
18 . any combination of · branches of the occupation of a [hairdresser and 
19 · cosmetician,] cosmetologist and any branch. or any _combination of 
20 branches of the occupation of a cosmetician, or [cosinetologist,] wig 
21 stylist . or beauty culturist, which are now or may hereafter · be practiced, 
22 and is defined as the following practices: 
23 . (a) Arranging, weaving, dressing, cutling, waving, ,cleansing; singeing, 
24 bleaching, tinting, coloring or straightening the hair of any person or wig 
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1 
A.B. 870 

ASSEMBLY BILL 0. 870--MESSRS. Mc EL AND ULLOM 

MARCH 28, 1973 

Referred to Committee on Health and Welfare 

SUMMARY-Requires practitioners in healing arts to release results of diagnostic 
tests to patients. Fiscal ote: o. (BDR 54-187 ) 

Exn.,.iu.noK-Matter In Ira/Jc, II new; matter In bracketa [ J k 
malcrlal lo be orrutted. 

AN ACT reJatiog to diagnostic tests performed by or for practitioner of the heal­
ing arts· requiring that such tests be released to the patient if be pays fees for 
ucb tests· providing a penalty: and providing other matters properly relating 

thereto. 

The People of the State of Nevada, represenJed in Senate and Assembly, 
do enact as follows: 

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 630 of NRS is hereby amended by adding 
2 thereto a o w section which shall read as follow : 
3 1. If requested, any practitioner licensed under the provisions of 
4 this chapter shall release. to a patient the results of X-rays, blood tests 
5 or any other diagnostic tests perfo,med by or on behalf of such prac-
6 titioner in examining, diagno ing or treating such patient. 
7 2. The practitioner need not release the results of such tests as 
8 provided in subsection 1 unJil the patient satisfies all debts that may be 
9 owed to the practitioner for such tests. 

10 3. Any person who violates the provisions of subsection 1 is guilty of 
11 a misdemeanor. 
12 SEC. 2. Chapter 631 of NRS is hereby amended by adcling thereto a 
13 new section which shall read as follows: 
14 1. If requeste4, any practitioner licensed under the provisions of this 
15 chapter shall release to a patient the results of X-rays, blood tests or any 
16 other diagnostic tests performed by or on behalf of such practitioner in 
17 examining, diagnosing or treating such patient. 
18 2. The practitioner need not release the results of such tests as pro-
19 vided in subsection 1 until the patient satisfies all debts that may be owed 
20 to the practitioner for such tests. 
21 3. Any person who violates the provisions of subsection 1 is guilty of 
22 a misdemeanor. 
23 SEC. 3. Chapter 633 of NRS is hereby amended by adding thereto a 
24 new section which shall read as follows: 
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(REPRINTED WITH ADOPTED AMENDMENTS) 

FIRST REPRINT A. B. 239 

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 239-MR. BROADBENT 

FEBRUARY 8, 1973 

Referred to Committee on Government Affairs 

SUMMARY-Requires counties to compensate physicians on staffs of county hos­
pitals for care of indigents and deletes requirement for rotation of staff. Fiscal 
Note: No. (BDR 40-851) 

EXPLANATION-Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [ J is 
material to be omitted. 

AN ACT relating to county hospitals; deleting requirement for rotation of staff 
physicians; deleting prohibition on compensation for physicians treating indi­
gent patients; and providing other matters properly relating thereto. 

The People of the State of Nevada, represented in Senate and Assembly, 
do enact as follows: 

1 SECTION 1. NRS 450.440 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
2 450.440 1. The board of hospital trustees shall organize a staff of 
3 physicians composed of every regular practicing physician in the county in 
4 which the hospital is located who meets the standards fixed by the rules 
5 and regulations laid down by the board of hospital trustees. 
6 2. The staff shall organize in a manner [prescribed] approved by the 
7 board [so that there shall be a rotation of service among the members of 
8 the staff to give] to provide proper medical and surgical attention and 
9 service to the indigent sick, injured or maimed who may be admitted to 

10 the hospital for treatment. 
11 3. [No member of the staff nor any other physician who attends an 
12 indigent patient shall receive any compensation for his services except as 
13 otherwise provided in NRS 450.180 or to the extent that medical care is 
14 paid for by any governmental authority or any private medical care pro-
15 gram.] 
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(BE.PRINTED WITH ADOPTFJ> AMENDMENTS) 

SECOND REPRINT A.B.891 

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 891-MESSRS. BENNETI, CRADDOCK, 
MRS. FORD AND MR. CRAWFORD 

MARCH 29, 1973 

Referred to Committee on Health and Welfare . 
SUMMARY-Enacts Family Planning and Population Racan:h Ad. 

Fiscal Noce: No. (SD.R. 40-2025) 

~ 

AN ACT relating to the administration of public health; enactina the Family Plm­
nina and Population Research Act; providina duties and responsibilities for its 
adroinimation; and providina other mattcn properly reJatina thereto. 

The Peop"le of the State of Nevada, represented in Senate and Assiembly, 
do enact as follows: 

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 439 of NRS is hereby amended by adding 
2 thereto the provisions set forth as sections 2 to 8, inclusive, of this act. 
8 Sec. 2. Sections 2 to 8, inclusive, of thu act may be cited 08 the 
4 Family Planning and Population Research Act. 
5 SEC. 3. (Deleted by amendment.) 
6 SEC. 4. It is the purpose of sections 2 to 6, inclusive, of this act to: 
1 I. Assist in making comprehensive voluntary family planning services 
8 readily available to all persons de.siring such services, except that a minor 
9 shall have the prior consent of a parent, guardian or person in loco 

10 parentis, unless such minor is married or otherwise emancipated,· 
11 2. Coordinate domestic population and family planning research wilh 
12 the present and future needs of family planning programs; 
13 3. Improve administrative and operational supervision of domestic 
14 family planning servicei and of population research programs related to 
15 such services,· 
16 4. Encourage public and nonprofit private entitles to plan and 
17 develop comprehensive programs off amify planning services; 
18 5. Develop and mau readily available information, including educa-
19 tional materials, on family planning and population growth to all persons 
20 desiring such information,· 
21 6. Evaluate and improve the eff ectiveneu of family planning servic~ 
22 programs and of population research: 
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A. J. R. 42 

ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTIO 0. 42---COMMITfEE 
ON EDUCATIO 

APRIL 5, 1973 -Referred to Committee on Health and Welfare 

SUMMARY-Memorializ.es Congress to ext.end and increase federal 
funding for veterans' nursing homes. (BDR 2177) 

EXPI.AlU.TIOlf-Mattc:r In Italia It IICWj matter bl brackela [ ] Is 
material lo be om11kd. 

AS EMBLY-JOINT RESOLUTIO -Memorializing Congress to extend and 
increase federa1 funding for veterans' nursing homes. 

1 WHEREA , The need for veterans nursing homes is particularly acute 
2 in the wake of the Vietnam conflict; d 
3 WHEREAS Such veterans' nursing homes cannot feasibly be constructed 
4 and operated without the assistance of federal funds; and 
5 WHEREAS, Senate Bill 59 currently pen.ding before Congres , will 
6 extend P.L. 88-450 funding for veterans nursing homes as well as 
7 increase the amount of such funding; now, therefore, be it 
8 Resolved by the Assembly and the Senate of the late of Nevada, 
9 jointly, That the legislature of the State of evada hereby re pectfully 

10 memorialize the Congress and President of the United States to appro e 
11 Senate Bill 59 of the current session of Congress; and be it further 
12 Resolved, That copies of this resolution be prepared and transmitted 
13 by the legislative counsel to tlie President of the United States, the Vice 
14 President of the United States a presiding officer of the Senate, the 
15 Speaker of the House of Representative all members of the evada 
16 congressional delegation, Senator Vance Hartke and Repres otative 
17 William J. Dom. 
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