Senate

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
-10th Meeting

Minutes of meeting -~ March in 1973

Committee members present: Chairman Foley
Senator Raggio
Senator Walker
Senator Young
Senator Neal
Senator Bryan

Witnesses Present:

Smokey Davis, Department of Education

Lincoln Liston, Department of Education

Richard Morgan, Nevada State Education Association

Bob Schmidt, PADC

David P. Sinai, Attorney for handicapped children, Reno

Harvey Dondero, Clark County School Dist., Las Vegas .

Shirlee Wedow, State PTA, Sparks
Manuel Wedge, Washoe Assn. Retarded Children, Reno
W. F. (Bill) Knabe, OARC, Carson City

See Exhibit A for additional attendees.

Chairman Foley called the meeting to order at 3:40 p.m.
S.B. 245:

Smokey Davis,‘Consultant, Exceptional Pupil Education,
Department of Education:

Mr. Davis began by giving a brief summary of the events

that took place, leading up to the submission of S.B. 245.
Handicapped Educational survey - wWas conducted in fiscal
year 1969. They were able to determine that only 41% of
Nevada's school age population of handicapped children

were receiving an education they felt were commensurate

with their needs. The Nevada State Board of Education
directed the State Dept. of Educ. to prepare a legislative
proposal. A l6-member committee, Nevada Handicaoped Concerns
Committee, was organized in November of 1971. During this
time period, both Federal and State courts became involved

in some monumental decisions involving specifications. These
decisions stated that it is the constitutional right of all
children to receive free public education. In December of
1972, Nevada became the 20th State to become involved in a
right to education law suit. This proposal is the belief
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the State Board of Education and the State Department of
Education and Nevada Handicapped Concerns Committee that
the proposal will answer the demands of that law suit.

(See Exhibit B for "Education of the Handicapped in Nevada")
This proposal would mandate that every handicapped youngster.
between the ages of 3 and 21 shall be provided educational
opportunities. Would provide $14,500 per unit program.

(See Exhibit C for guidelines and regulations for placement
of students in Special Education programs)

Would require a complete diagnostic evaluation before any
child could be placed in a handicapped educational program.
Assure that state monies that would be provided to local
school districts would be spent only in the area of the
education of the handicapped. Would mandate the State
Department of Education develop a master plan pertaining

to all areas of education of handicapped.

(See Exhibit D for proposed Amendments from Council for
Exceptional Children, Clark County Chapter 406)

Senator Raggio commented regarding the fiscal note, stating
that at that level, we would be looking at 6 1/2 million
dollars the first year of biennium and 7 1/4 million dollars
the second year. Senator Raggio asked if they agree with
that. Mr. Lincoln Liston stated that this is a good a plan
as any.

Lincoln Liston, Dept. of Education:

Mr. Liston commented that he was here mainly to answer any
questions regarding financing of S.B. 245, Mr. Liston

made reference to Mr. Davis' quote of $14,500 -~ Mr. Liston
does not think that that request is in the bill itself. The
financing would be found in Chapter 387 - Nevada Revised
Statutes, that provides for state aid for public education.
Along with the recommendations of the Committee to provide educ.
services for the handicapped, there is a department recommen-
dation in it's budget for the distributed school fund, to
finance these services at the rate of $14,500. If the
amounts in the fiscal note are as you find them, about 6 1/2
million the first vear and 7 1/4 million the second year.
They were part of the request to the budget office from the
Department of Education. Of the total recommendations of the
Department of Education for financing, the executive budget
is failing to support all of those recommendations by about
1.3 million dollars.

Senator Walker asked under what authority they operate the
schools at present. Mr. Liston referred to Chapter 388 o=
provides that local boards and school trustees may establish
and operate programs for handicapped children. The wording

was made in 1971 that permits local school and trustees to
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operate and maintain programs of special education. Chapter
388.520 that states that local school and trustees shall make
provisions for the education of handicapped children. There
are added clauses to that statute that make it possible for
school districts to be relieved from that mandate. In some
cases there are too few children to make practical the program,
or the child lives too far away to make this feasible. The
statutes are now saying that the new bill would leave no
excuse for not providing the educational services to the
handicapped children.

Richard Morgan, NSEA:

Mr. Morgan stated that the Association supports S.B. 245.
Financial support and aid is a priority of NSEA's legis-
lative program for this year. Mr. Morgan further stated that
he likes the thrust of the $14,500 concept. It permits the
child to be educated at home. Mr. Morgan referred to Page 1,
Section 2, Line 5 of S.B. 245, stating that he supports

a 6-18 amendment over the present 3-21 years. Mr. Morgan
feels that the amendments submitted by the Council for
Exceptional Children arce worthy amendments and hope they
will be given consideration.

~ Senator Raggio asked how the amount of $14,500 was arrived at.
Mr. Liston stated that this would pay the salary of a profes-
sional perscn that would serve the unit.

Senator Young asked if $14,5000 would cover everything.

Mr. Liston replied yes.

Mr. Morgan referred to Mr. Kenny Guinn's statement at the
last meeting - which stated that he felt the figure of
$14,500 was an underestimate. Mr. Guinn felt the cost
would be closer to $16,000

Bob Schmitt testified that he was the parent of a deaf daughter.
Mr. Schmitt asked for support of this Bill, commenting that it
is important that all children should be educated in one form
or another. Does not feel that the age of 6-13 would be early
enough to begin education of the handicapped. Many handicapped
conditions require that the child start at an early age - much
before the age of six. Mr. Schmitt feels that $14,500 isn't
enough for all classes, but it is a good average.

Senator Floyd Lamb asked how many different programs would
this program provide - and how long would it take to implement
these programs. Mr. Davis stated that they have 322 programs

now, and he would estimate that it would take until 1980
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before they educate every special education child in the
State of Nevada.

Senator Young asked what an academically talented child is.
Mr. Davis stated that this is a gifted voungster. These
gifted students do not excel without some kind of guidance.
Such things as boredom, frustration and poor self-image set
~in. In many cases then, they loose this gifted child.
Quite often this is so severe, that they lose them from
society for good.

Senator Young referred to Section 8, Page 3, Line 45 -
feels that "commensurate with needs" may cause some law
suits. This should possibly be changed to "commensurate
with appropriations”.

David Sinai, attorney for handicapped children, Reno:

Mr. Sinaili stated that he is representing the handicapped
children that have filed suit in the Federal Court, which
attacks the present law. There is a mandatory provision
that all the school districts are required to educate
handicapped children; however, if the travel distance

is too far or there are not encugh children, they are

not required to provide the education. There is another
section that limits the obligation of any school district

to educate the handicapped children to not more than 2 1/2%.
If the State is going to undertake the obligation to educate
any children, it must accept the obligation to educate all
children equally. This bill does provide a remedy that they
are seeking in the laws. To remove the phrase "commensurate
with needs" would open the door to law suits. If this act
were enacted in its present form, it would be the best act
in existence. The law cases do use the phrase commensurate
with needs or suitable to the needs of a child. These are
the phrases used by the courts. Mr. Sinai feels that the
children should be taken at an early age. (For copy of
Complaint and Memorandum of handicapped children, please
notify committee secretary).

Harvey Dondero,Clark County School District:

Mr. Dondero submitted proposed amendments to bill (See Exhibit E)
These changes would make the bill more workable and easier to
implement. These are suggestions to make it a better bill.
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Shirlee Wedow, State PTA

Mrs. Wedow stated that they support mandatory free education
of the handicapped children. For the last vear and a half
to two years they have had representatives serving on the
Concerns Committee, and they have helped to formulate the
model legislation. They are interested in the proposed
mmendments. :

Mary Collins, Carson City

Mrs. Collins stated that their daughter is in California

going to school - she is a hypo-claimatic. While her daughter
was attending school in Carson City, her grades were very poor.
They have just received a report card from California - all A's.
Mrs. Collins commented that she support S.B. 24S5.

John Flanders, Carson City

Mr. Flanders stated that they have a handicapped child that
they have been trying to get into the Washoe County Schools.
He is presently in the special education in Carson City, but
the child has not progressed near as well in thls class as
he did in the Reno school.

Chairman Foley made reference to the Guidelines set forth

by the Department of Education (See Exhibit F)

Mr. Robert Rose stated that they would like to make the same
appropriations for guidelines. Chairman Foley asked if these
guidelines could have a fiscal impact. Mr. Rose stated no.

Mr. Rose made further comments regarding finances, stating
that this proposal that we are talking about, even assuming
that the district does not expand over and above the number

of units in operation in the State, the total we are talking
about is $14,500 - provide additional dollars over the dollars
that the dlstrlct would receive, assuming that we stay on the
current funding form.
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S.B. 215:
Following motion duly made and seconded,
S.B. 215 - "Do Pass", as amended.

S.B. 225:
Chairman Foley advised that S.B. 225 would be acted upon
on March 13, 1973.

Being no further business, Chairman Foley adjourned the
meeting at 5:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

W H7hakber

Sharon W, Maher, Secretary

John Foley, Chairman
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EDUCATION Or THE HANDICAPPED
IN NEVADA

It is the constitutional right of all children to receive

a free public education.

Only 41% of Nevada's handicapped children are receiving

an education commensurate with their needs.

A class action lawsuit against the Nevada State Board of
Education, demanding free public education for all handicapped
youth, has been filed. To date, nineteen (19) similar suits
have been filed throughout the United States. All decisions

have been in favor of the handicarped. .

The Nevada State Board of Education, together with the
Nevada Exceptional Pupil Education Concerns Committee, have
developed a plan to insure free public education to ALL handi-

capped youth of Nevada.

EXxHiB/+ B



REPORT OF NEVADA EXCEPTIORAL PUPIL
EDUCATION CONCERNS COMMITIEER

Nevada Revised Statute 388£.450, Special Provisions for
Education of Physically Handicarped, Mentallv Retardced Minors,
states:

"Nothing in this section shall be construed
to require a board of trustees of a school
district, in any school year, to make spe-
cial provisions for the education of physi-
cally handicapped or mentally retarded minors
in excess of the number determined to be 2%%
of the total pupil enrollment of the school
district."

Recognizing the inadeguacy of the present law and attempt-.
ing to provide egqual educational opportunities for those 59% in
need of special education services, the State Bocard of Education
directed the State Department of Education to draft model legis-
lation for the handicapped. The primary emphasis of this legis-
lation is to ensure free public education for all handicapped
youth in Nevada between the ages of 3-21.

In their direction to the State Department of Education,
the State Board of Education emphasized the need to include lay-
men, parents and members of other related agencies working with
the handicapped in the formulating of legislation. As a result,
a sixteen member committee was organized and a plan for prepar-
ing legislation was developed.

The major objective of the plan was as follows:

To prepare a legislative proposal to assure
free public education for all hendicaprad
youth in HNevada public schools by Hovember
1, 1972, as evidenced by written documenta-—
tion of proposed legislation to be presented
to the State Board of Education.

The report of enrolliment, end of first month, 1971-72 school
vear, for the State of Nevada, indicates a total enrollment,
grades K~-12, of 130,186. Cf this total, 2,598 are enrolled in
special education. The breakdown of this figure, by handicapping
conditions, is as follows: '

Emotionally Disturbod ~—=——~——m———eo— 744
Hard of llearing —--r~——w=omemmcemn—— e 73
Mentally Retarded -—=——mem—rmmme—m e 1,427
Orthopedically Handicapped —--—----—- 184 .

Visually Handicappod ———-m—mmmmmem——— &
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26
Children detained in Detention
HOmEs ———— o s e e e 83
Homebound ——===m——mm e e e e 101

In addition, an estimated 3,020 students are enrolled in speech
programs (speech enrollments are not included in the Research
Bulletin) bringing the total of students in Nevada being served
by local school district special education programs to 5,598.
The percentage of students enrolled in special education pro-
grams in Nevada is therefore 4.300%.

Incidence figures, compiled by the United States Office of
Education for 1269-70, indicate that 10.735% of all school age
children in the United States are handicapped. A breakdown of
these incidence figures, by handicapping conditions, is as
follows:

Emotionally Disturbed ---—-=---———--- 2.000%
Deaf =—mmmmmrm e e 0.075%
Hard of Hearing ————————-—mmwom————— 0.500%
Mentally Retarded —==—m—mwe——ee—a——- 2.300%
Orthopedically Handicapped ——-=—=—-=—- 0.500%
Visually Handicapped =—=———m—m—————— 0.100%
Speech Handicapped ———me—me—mem—————— 3.500%
Multiple Handicapped —=—=———=——m————— 0.060%
Learning Disabled ——-——=w——omme—ean- 1.500%
Academically Talented ————————e————— 2.000%
Total ~—————=w—-— 10.735% * .

* Excluded from this total are the Severely and Profoundly Re-
tarded, the Artistically Talented, the Homebound, and children
detained in Detention Homes.

By applying the United States Cffice of Education incidence
figure of 10.735% to the Nevada enrollment figure of 130,186, it
is determined that 13,975 harndicappred school age children cur-
rently reside in Nevada. Since 5,588 are currently enrolled in
special education programs, the remaining 8,377 Or 59% are not
receiving spzcial education services.

The Nevada State Board of Education therefore goes on record
as endorsing and supporting the goal of the United States Office
of Education to plan and provide fres public education for every
handicapped child. The target date for Nevada is to be 1974.

The plan, as formulated by the Concerns Committee and adopted
by the Stat= Board of Education on October 5, 1972, provides the
following:

1)} Mandtates that every handicapped youngster between the
agaes of 3-21 shall bo previded educntional opportunities commen=—
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surate with their needs.

2) Provides $14,500 per unit program over and above
A.D.A. to local school districts.

3) DRequires a complete diagnostic evaluation before
any child can be placed in a handicapped education program.

4) Assures that State monies provided to local school
districts for education of the handicapped must be spent only
in the area of handicepped education.

5) Mandates that the State Department of Educaticn
shall develop a state plan pertaining to all areas regarding
the education of the handicapped.

Members of the Nevada Exceptional Pupil Education Concerns
Committee are as follows:

Reverend Marion Bennett, Director
Zion Methodist Day Nursery
North Las Vegas, Nevada

Randall Capurro, Assemblyman
State of Nevada
Reno, Navada

Mrs. Rosemary Clarke, Member
State Board of Education
Las Vegas, Nevada

Mrs. Cynthia Cunningham, Member
State Board of Education
Las Vegas, Nevada

Mre. Dolores Davis, Director
In-Service Education

Nevada State Ijospital
Sparks, Nevada

s. Reba Dolan, Member
State Parent Teacher Association
s Vegas, MNevada

Dr. Kenny Guinn, Superintendent
Clark County School District
Las Vegas, Nevada

Procter liug, Senator
State of Nevada
Reno, Nevada .



Dr. Ted Johnson, Executive Director

Opportunity Village Association for
Retarded Citizens

Las Vegas, Nevada

**Mi-. James Kiley, Associate Superintendent

Planning and Evaluation Division
State Department of Education
Carson City, Nevada

Dr. Marvin Picollo, Superintendent
Washoe County School District
Reno, Nevada

Mr. Rebert K. Schmitt, Parent
Reno, Nevada

Miss Dorothy Seigle, Coordinator
Special Education Services

Clark County School District

Las Vegas, Nevada

Dr. Ted Tower, Director
Special Education
University of Nevada
Reno, Nevada

**Mr, Roger Trounday, Directorxr

Department of Health, Welfare

and Rehabilitation ' .
State of Nevada .
Carson City, Nevada ’

Mr. Manuel Wedge, Director

Nevada Association for Retarded
Children

Sparks, Nevada

Mr. Larry D. Davis, CHAIRMAN
& Consultant, Exceptional
Puril Educaticn

State Department of Education

Carson City, Nevada

**Consultants to Committee

-} -
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INTRODUCTION
The guidelines and regulations for the placement of students -

in Special Education programs in the State of Nevada are in keeping
with good educational programs throughout the United States and re-
present the opinions of many recognized leaders in Special Education

from all parts of the State of Nevada.

It is expected that school districts will follow this guide-
line and, while the State Department of Education does not choose to
mandate a particular class size, it does choose to preserve the right
to review those class sizes which differ markedly from the recommenda-
tions. If it does become apparent that school districts are overload-
ing classes in an attempt to meet the two and one-half percent require-
ment, as mandated by statute, action will be taken by the Department to

disqualify the overloaded portion of the class or classes in question.

It is also expected that school districts will use the certi-
fied teachers and the full-time teachers' aides, employed by the

district in the area of Special Education, for spscial education only.

evliRri+ Q.



I. MENTALLY RETARDED S 268

The mentally retarded are those students who, as a result of sub-
average intellectual functioning, are unable to profit effectively

educationally from a normal ciassroom situation.

A. Educable Mentally Retarded

1. Generally, the performance on an individual psychological
evaluation shall fall within the I.Q. range of 55 to 80 in
order for a student to be certified into this program,
pursuant to N.R.S. 388.470, which reads as follows:
Examination of mentally retarded child by
psychologist; consultation with parents ,
or guardian; consultation with psychiatrist.

a. Before any child is placed in a school or class for

mentally retarded children:

(1) A consultaticn shall be held with his parents or

guardian.

(2) He shall be civen a careful individual examination
by a competent psychologist approved by the State
Department of Education, or by a person serving
under the surervision of such a psychologist.and
approved by the State Department of Education, to
determine whether the child can profit by educa-

tion.

b. A psychiatrist may be consulted in any specific case
when the board of trustees of a school district deems

it necessary.

2. ‘The guidelines for Educzable Mentally Retarded class size

are as follows:

a. Pre-School 8 Intermediate 14 -

Primary 10 Senior High 14

Elementary 12



II.

b. In cases where two or more levels are combined, the
maximum enrollment is as follows:

Elementary 10 Secondary 14

¢. When a full-time teacher's aide is employed to serve
the class, these enrollments may be increased by not

more than four pupils.

B. Trainable Mentally Retarded

l. Generally, the performance on an inéividual psychological
evaluation shall fall below 55 in order for a student to
be certified into this program, as pursuant to N.R.S.

388.470, as defined in I-A above.

2. The guidelines for Trainable Mentally Retarded class size

are as follows:

a. Pre-School 6 Interrediate 10
Primary 8
Elementary 8

b. 1In cases where two or more levels are combined, the

maximum enrollment is as follows:
Elementary 8 Secondary 10

c. When a full-time teacher's aide is employed to serve
the class, these enrollments may be increased by not

more than four pupils.

AURALLY HANDICAPPED

The aurally handicapped are those students who, as a result of a
hearing impairment, require the services of special classes in

order to prcemote more effectively their educational growth and de-

velopment.
A. Deaf

1. Generally, only those students with a hearing loss of 80

decibels or more in the speech frecuencies, as determined




III.
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270
by an individual cxamination by a licensed physician,

are to be certified into this program.

2. The guidelines for the Deaf class size are as follows:

a. Pre-School 5 Intermediate 8
Primary 5 Secondary 8
Elementary 6

b. 1In cases where two or more levels are combined, the

maximum enrollment is as follows:

Elementary 6 Secondary 8

B. Hard-of-Hearing

1. Generally, only those students with a hearing loss between

25 and 30 decibels in the speech freguencies, as determined

by an individual examination by a licensed physician, are

to be certified into this program.

2. The guidelines for the Hard-of-Hearing class size are as

follows:

a. Pre-School 5 Intermediate 8
Primary 5 Secondary 8 .
Elementary 6

b. In cases where two or more levels are combined, the

maximum enrollment is as follows:
Elementary 6 Secondary 8

VISUALLY HANDICAPPED

The visually handicapped are those students who, as a result of
visual disabilities, cannot satisfactorily benefit from or parti-
cipate in a normal classroom program of the public school without

the addition of special instruction and equipment.
’ : —

A. Blind

l. Blind students are considered to be those students who

have a total loss of vision or those with central visual



B. Partially Sichted ’ .

acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye, with correct-

23
-t
et

ing lenses; or central visual acuity of more than 20/200
if there is a field defect in which the peripheral field
has contracted to such an extent that the widest diameter
of visual field subtends an angular distance no greater

than 20 degrees. An individual examination by a licensed

physician is recuired fox placement in a class for the

blind.

The guidelines for the Blind class size are as follows:

a. Pre-School 5 Interrmediate 8
Primary 5 Secondary 8
Elementary 6

b. In cases where two or more levels are combined, the

maximum enrollment is as follows:
Elementary 6 Secondary 8

c. Where a full-time teacher's aide is employed to serve
the class, these enrollments may be increased by not

more than four pupils.

1.

The partially sighted are those students with a visual
acuity of 20/70 or less in the better eye after the best
possible correction, who can use vision as the main channel

of learning. BAn individual examination bv a licensed

physician is recuired for placement in a class for the

partially sichted.

The guidelines for the Partially sichted class size are as

follows:

a. Pre-School 6 Intermediate 8
Primary 6 Secondary 10
Elementary 8 k

b. In cases where two or more levels are combined, the



iv.

maximum enrollment is as follows:
Elementary 6 Secondary 8

c. Where a full-time teacher's aide is employed to serve
the class, these enrollments may be increased by not

more than four pupils.

EDUCATIONALLY HANDICAPPED

The educationally handicapped are those students who, as a result
of emotional disturbances and/or neurological impairment, are
unable to make constructive use of their schosl experience and
require special services to promote better their educational

growth and development.

A. Emotionally Disturbed

1. The emotionally disturbed are those students with persis-

tent and intense personality deviations or aberrations

associated with poor mental health. an individual examin-

ation by a psychologist certified by the State Department

of Education is required for placemert in an Emotionally

Disturbed class.

2. The guidelines for the Emotionally Disturbed class size

are aé follows:

a. Pre-School 6 , Interwediate 10
Primary 6  Secondary 10
Elementary 8

b. In cases where two or more levels are combined, the

maximum enrollment is as follows:

-

Elementary 8 Secondary 10

¢. When a full-time teacher's aide is employed to serve
the class, these enrollments may be increased by not

more than four pupils.

B. Neurologicallv Handicavwned -

R

1. The neurologically handicapped are those students with

-5
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VI.

educational disabilities associated with central nervous

system impairments. An individual examination by a

psychologist certified by the State Department of Educa-

tion is recuired for placement in a neurologically handi-

cappad class.

2. The guidelines for the lsurologically Handicapped class

size are as follows:

Pre-School 6 Intermediate 10 ,

Primary 6 Secondary 10
Elementary 8

PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED

The physically handicapped are those students with average or
above average intelligence whose physical ccnditions prevent them
from effectively participating in a normal classrcom situation.

An individual examination by a licensed rhysician is required for

placement in a physically handicapped class.

A. The guidelines for the Physically Handicapped class size are

as follows:

1. Pre-School 6 Intermediate 10
Primary 6 Secondary 12
Elementary 8

2. In cases vhere two or more levels are combined, the maxi-

mun enrollment is as follows:
Elementary 6 Secondary 10

3. When a full-time teacher‘®s aide is employed to serve the
class, these enrollments may be increased by not more than

four pupils.

MULTIPLE HANDICAFFED

The multiple handicapped are those whose crimary handicapping
condition is mental retardation and whose problem is further compli-

catedVBy one or more additional handicaps (vision, hearing, physical,



or severe emotional disturbances) to such an extent as to re-

:
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quire special education provisions of the type not available

in regular special education classes for the educable mentally

retarded. An individual examination by a licensed phvsician

is required for placement in a multiple handicapped class.

A. The guidelines for the Multiple Handicapped class size

are as follows:

1. Pre-School 5 Intermediate 10

Primary 5 Secondary 10
Elementary 8

2. In cases wvhere two or more levels are combined, the maxi-

mum enrollment is as follows:
Elementary 10 Secondary ’ 10

3. when a full-time teacher's aide is employed to serve the
class, these enrollments may be increased by not more

than four pupils.

VII. SPEECH EANDICAPPED

The speech handicapped are those whose speech deviates so far
from the speech of others that it calls attention to itself, inter-
feres with comfunication, or causes the individual to be conscious

- of its non-acceptance. Eligibility is to be determined bv a quali-

fied speech therarist through screening and testing procedures.

A. The speech therapist should use both individual and small
group instruction and provide a minimum of thirty (30) minutes

of instruction per week for each student enrcolled in the program.

B. The care-load for a speech therapist should not exceed a maxi-

mum of seventy (70) students at any one time.
VIII. HOMEBOUND

Homebound instruction is defined as instruction provided for those
students confined to their homes or to hospitals for a period of

three weeks (15 school days) or more due to physical conditions

/
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such as accidents, surgery, illness or pregnancy. An individual

examination and written certification by a licensed physician,

plus formal avplication by the parent or quardian is required

for placement.

A. The guidelines for the number of students served by the home-
bound teacher and the amount of time each student shall re-

ceive instruction are as follows:
1. Maximum number of students: 10

2. Minimum hours of instruction: three hours per week per

student.
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COUNCIL for EXCEPTIONAL ‘LDREN Clark County Chapter 406 ‘ |
BOX 15232, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89114

o | March 3, 1973

<6

Dear Senator:
The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) (which is comprised of perents,
special educators, reguler classroom teachers, school nurses, school psychologists,

speech therapists, and school social ﬁorkcrs) stroagly endorses S.B.‘245.

This bill will hopefully provide ires public education and gguol cducniional

opportunities to 2ll handicapped children (ages 3 to‘21) in the Qvéaﬁ>8tate
6f Ievada. ‘ “ kA - ,
Furthermore, CEC shall wholeheartedly support S.B. 245 wifh or witﬁput’tﬁev
following suggested amendments which are offered cnly to pfevent the rany

abuses of special education programs and to provide for fiseal responsibility.

¥hile CEC supports the equal educational opportunitics for the handicéﬁped |
it believes that these equal educational opportunitles are-fér 1@ moderately
handicapped, best obtaincd ia the regular classrocn or the maingticanm of
education - {granted of course that Qorkable student/teacher ratiog é? sts'dn

the regular classroonm).
Purguant to the ebove the following cumendments are suggestcd:;

imendment #1 Include educationilly and line 8 dolete (or will ba) Line 7, 8, ond 9 would
Line 7 : ' ‘
’age 1 then read - Deviates either cduzotior2iiy, intelleetually, physically, socially,

or emotionally so markedly fron normal growth and develcpment patterns that

he has been and is unable to progress effectively in a reguldr school progran,

‘ Rotionale: Educationally is included because pany students daviate rarkedly
in terms of academic achievement without deviating markedly in tha‘otho:‘speci—

fied areas.

. Em&+ D



® (2) ‘
o 27
"or will be" is deleted because al)l students (and especial]y those who might
. be identified as FMR or EH) should actuslly be given the opportunity to

achieve in the regular classroom before being evaluated and placed in special
programs. This will also prevent program abuses by making the regular class-
room teacher the initiator of referrals to special programs and excludes
those misplacements brought about ty unseemly administrative or parental
pressure.
for will be" should be inciuded in a separate clause to refer only to pre-
schoolers, ages 3 to 5, to whom the reality test cf a regular classroom is
not available.

imendment.#2  Reference to categories of children to be ser§ed:

Line 4, 5,&% 6

Page 2 - Delete learning disabled and replece it with neurolcgically impaired. Add
learning disabled es a separate categery (i) with the specific prohibition
that a student so described shall not be within a segregated self contained

. situation for more than one hour per day. Add a category (j) labeled diversely

handicapped (conglomerate classroom).
The amended version bteginning with (g) line 4 page 2 would then read -

(g) Educationally handicapped, including seriously emotionally disturbed,

socially maladjusted or neurclogically impaired, or any combination thereof,

(h) Multiply handicapped

(1) learning disabled (not to be self-contained for more than one hour per day)

(3) Diversely handicapped ( & conglomerate clagsroom)

Rationale: The "neurclogically impaired" and "learning diaabled" are in
reality essentially the same sort of student. They may be flying different
flags, but they esre sailing under the same handicapping conditions. This
bill (S.B.#245) as well as the"draft" regulaticns recently submitted to CEC
. by Mr. Iarry Davis fail io provide for an exit process from special education
programs or reintegration into regular classrcoms. In response, we are arbi-

trarily propcsing to use the additional and separated category of learning



Amendment #3
1ine 13
Page 2

fimendment #4
line 9-12
Page 4

At‘iment #5

line 26-29
Page 4

(3)

. . 2R

Dissbled as that vehicle to reintegrate students into the regular classroom.

The one hour per day wculd be utilized to provide 1) supplemental programming
in the form of amall tutcrial groups (no more then 6 students for nc less
than 60 minutes per day) in the aress of reading, "riting", and "rithmetic".
2) And consultation to the regular classroom teacher regarding media and

program options designed to accomodate the student's educational needs.

The learning disabled category would then be utilized as an interim class-
room, a method end vehicle to reintegrate those educationally handicapped
end educably "mentslly reterded" or moderately handicapped students into the

regular classrcom,

Rationale: for (j) Diversely hendicapped (a conglomerate classroom)

If the state legislature wishes to extend special education provisions to
"all handicapped students" iﬁ Nevada and also include the rural counties,
some provision for conglomerate classrcoms must be made. Under the present
categorical system many schcol districts would not be able to field special
programs unless combining categories is permitted. Removing elementary
aged children from their families to attend classes in a distant community
shoula be discountenanced. |
Number 4 should be amended to read - Standards and procedures for a com-
prehensive evaluation of handicepped students through a multi-discipline
team approach.

Rationale to follow:

1 and 2 should be interchanged with 2 preceding 1 as amended - A consultation
shall be held with the parents or gusrdian of the child for the purpose of
obtaining written permission to evaluate the child.

Rationale to follow:

The protections offered in (a) and (b) should be offered as & matter of

course, not only upon appeal. They should be included in Section 10, line 6,

page 4. as numbers 3 and 4 and #3 should be moved to #5 in this ssme section.



‘ (4) ‘

Rationale: Parental involvement should begin with parental permission for

279

a psychiatrist, psychologist, nurse, or social worker to evaluate. Otherwise,

you risk e transfer of responsibility to "its the school's problem".

Professionals?evelop systematic biases. They may begin to view every child
as being & latent homosexual, as having brain damage, and etc. The only‘real

counter neasures are & multi-discipline evaluation team and parental access

to all records.

In 1971 speciel education enrollment in Clark County was comprised of:
67% boys vs. 47% in the population.

A6 non-white vs. 14 to 16% in the population.

And approximately 85% both white and non-white were from "lower-class"

families in pocrer economic circumstances.

We hope you will consider these amendments and would like sex, social class,
and ethnic or raciasl distribution considered in (a) of Section 15 - along

with geographic distribution.

Sincerely,

et i

y Ay
2 ‘o

7

f’( ‘ﬁ?'i RN f
Ron Stepke
President
COUNCII. FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN
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(1) hicntally rezrded;

‘(o) Educazivnsliy handicepped, including se r-'mfi’v cmotionglly dis-
turbed, socially I..'mw/m!cd or leorniag disabled or any comb ination
thercof; and . ,

(h) Maliiplz hendicapped.
Set. 3. The siate deparinent of cducetinn shall prepare for s:m-

- mission to the governor end the erihers of the legistature no laicr T

Jily 1, 1974, a ;'-rvlz'f.'-x;’unr_\ plen jor essuring all e mn.cn'l/‘ ed childron
0)‘ this stete a free pubiic sdication conunenserate with ihicir needs. Tiie
plan shizll be wade available jor public diszribution crnd shali include Bt
need noi be limited to:

1. Anidenification of the handicapned children in the staie showing
the toratl wunber ¢f sucl children aud 'lzt ir p\ u‘“mp,uc distribution;

2. An inventory of the personiel and ;.ﬂ.cu!.zc., aveilable to provide
nstruction and ciher scrvices for handicapued childeen;

3. An analysis of the present distribution of responsibility for .:pec.al
education for handicapped children betveen the siate ¢ad local school
systems and geieral units of local governsnent 1oge ther with receruricn-
dations for any necessary or desirabic clmngt’s in the distribvtion of
re.spcmszln[z ies; .

4. Standards and procedures for ciagnosis and scre em‘ng of ka
capped children; )
5. Standards for the educetion of anc]ira”pm"chz‘ld*m in schoels,
tate instittions and other facilitizs where such children received a p'w"'

cducation, incliding mcethods of assuring that education afforded the lic-

ndi-
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_erect buz’dmg.\ for the education of hurdica

acting in liew-of the Szzpf'uu!'.!.':

Sue. 9. No child shell be ro-gecd 1o (ale advantane 0/ 1 speciel
provisions for the cdiceiion o,bu’ium sowl L‘I'i!"}u; i the 'u'nf cr
gurardicn of the clild flos a staioment wich the hoard of irustees of e
schoal distict shencing that tie child is recciving en edzcaiion coiu-
mensurate with Nis needs.

See. 10, The board of trutces of eash
that before aiy handicapped clild is placed i
or class:

1. An eveli
and regudations ;

'I‘(«(‘
;¥

sohool district sladll pr

& specicl pregrion, selgal
wion szl be conducicd in ('cu,. donce with guidelines
cribed by iie dicie board of edncatian;

2. A consnltation shall be Dicld veith the pareats or guardian of the
child;

. - - Y . L. 4

3. The parents or gnardian o/ the child shell be advised of thcir righit

1o requiest and oliein « fair aind impariicl Eearing on tiie proposcd place-
ment of the ciiild, The fizarig, t{ reqitexicdd, shell be held as p 011[1(.“
in section 11 of this act.

Stc. 11. ). When the parents or puardian of a handicep ':'a' child
reqiest a Liearing on .l.c pr(‘ wsed placcinet of suche ehild, a fair and
impartial I*cmu:e siiadl be ficld ..Lfmc a foiag 0 aopo! Giced by and
('I ! o' public instruction. Tle hearing
officer shall noi be an crazioyer of cchaol district involved.

2. The state beard of (‘u'l(‘u“l()n cn:.u'I prcmzl; guidelines and reg-
tlations for the conduct of such hearings. The suidclines end reguiations
shall include, bt need nor be limited to, ihe rights of the parents or
guardian of thic havdicapped ckild (o.

(a) Receive notice within a zu‘co.zabh' time be [orc any placeinent is
effected;

(b) Inspect any reports, records, evaluations or other materials which
may have bearing on the placenzent baing considered;

(c) Subinit as evidence an i f/uvc'.n“:m eveluation of the chilid; and

(d) Obicin ¢ l:ﬂ‘?""""" cf gl b i

Sec. 12, Whei parents or gizidiait are rmnu'::(’ to represent a I*nnr’z—
capped child and sz'ch parents or Lrardics ar { known or ere avall-
able, ur if e Gid B ol of die siute, i .-uulv:‘l ot jor ine districe
in which such child rcsides shall appeint an individuzl (o act as a sur-
rogate for tic par cils or guurdion for the prrpose of sections 6 to 18,
nclu.me of tils act. The individual so cppointed shell not be an
cmp.’oyrc of the state involved in the cducation or carc of such ciild.

- Sec. 13. 1. Excepr as prov ded in subscction 2, all hanvdicapped
children who have attained tiie ege of 3 years bt kave not cticined the
age of 2L yecrs are cligible for special instruction, special sarvices or
supportive services, or any combinction thereof, and their attendance
shall be counted jor apportionnicnt purposes.

2.  Aurcily I'aud"cnppc ciilldren may be admitted at ary age o
special schools cr classes estahiished for such children, end tl’» ir aitend-
ance shall be counted for apperiionment pu iTpOSes.

Sec. 14.  DBoards of trustees of sciincl districts may

puichase sices and
pped cf :.’/lrcx in :he samne
marner as other school sites or schicol building 25 may be purchased and
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. ! _ 1 erected, end may leave o rent switclle property and accept gifts cor
. : i Q 2 donations of sites and buillives fc It il oSS,
i 3 Suc. V5. 1. Tlie state depar .-'! of eduretion sholl prepore and
. ‘ 4 keep current a plea for essurivg el handicGpred childien of s state
. ‘ 5 a lrcv public educetion conurensirate wiii their needs. 1he [u’ai: shail
6 include, b nesd 100 bo indted to: )
. HO\*J" 7 (a) An identification of the lundiceps vd clifldrern i the stnte show 'l.»,
8 the twicl ionicer of such J...u.l,.. and 1' "I" voetrophio disteibation;
9 (b) An fiveniory of the persosnel ana I\.\..i’i": > available to provide
10 instruction aad cilier services for hendicapped children;
. 11 (c) S‘r‘-fmor(ls aitd procedures for Gicninosis r:.r[ .cc'rccning of handi-
- ~ 12 capped childien; .
\’n'cuE - 8er Live é’.‘)" Pase ¢ 13 (d} Standards for the educction of haid: a,)prd children in schools,
' 14 state insiitiilons and oclier [ccilities whore such children reccive o public
. 15 education, (ncluding met:ods of assurina that education efiorded the
, 16 handicopned will be es nearly cqu..c.c.»! a5 may be to i afjordea
} ) ) YT regudar clildrer and will be conunensiizeie with ithe needs of the handi-
: ‘ . 16 cupped cliéld. :
ST‘QTE To PFW ﬂa:rs oF TH\S P .19 (¢) A program for the p preparction, rq_crui!mczzf end in-service fraining.
co . * 20 of personnel in special educetion end aliicd ficlds, i meg participation,
) 21 as appropriate, by institutions of hivher lecarning, .\ta:c aud locel agencics
: - o . 22 and any other pum'c and private entitics having relevant ¢ 1‘,';¢'rr[_a‘cv.
S‘YPITE ﬁlb FoR Ngu CDMSTQGGTIEA s 23 (1) A program jor the developmont, aoonisition, construction ard main-
) , 24 tenaince of }'acz't'i!.":x and new, eniar fr'a, redesigned and replacement
¢ [ﬂom FicATIeN ? . 95 facilities needed for thz cducation of haidi m'),)-d (uJ...L. S
) 26 (£) 4 description of the progress made in anp: lsiricnting the po.’icic*s
J. 2T setforthin scctions 6 to 18, inclusive, of tlis act; and .
. " 28 (h) Any additiozal n:cl.&r: which the ru%uwem'. deicrmiines are neces-
. 29 sary or app opriate, incl:ding i zcommicn dations for arerdment of laws,
- N 30 cl:an"cs in the distribusion of responsibilisy betw: cen the state and loced
: . 31 school systems and peneral nrits of loce! ,uv'rmnr’m, changes i admii-
. .82 istrative praciices and patierns of orgenizaiion and clianges inn levels and
: . i 33 patteris nf f:r:a.'.cxal support in relation to the education of handicappd
- : : 24 children.

h _ 35 2. The plan requirea t)} subsection ] .\huu e Sabindiiand o ,,h\-
‘ [ . ] 36 ernor and the members of the legislature and mnade cvailable for public
A : : © 3T distribution no later than July J of cech cAd-numbered year, Amend-

. . o f .. 88 meuts and revisions fo sich plan shall be submitted to the governor and
: . <o 89 the members of the levisiature aiid made availadle for pubuc .’15,/’11‘(!10"
: - - 40 no less then 90 days prior to the convening oj cach regular session of
. R 41 the legislatire. - .
. o 4 42" 3. Lach school district shall file with the state departizent of cdica-
: L 50 . 483 tion annually a report relating to the education of handicapped children
N > A - 44 in-the district. Tiie sicte departmernt of cducaticn, by guidelines and
| e 45 regulations, shall prescribe the due dates, forms and all othier necessary
: ' 46 appropriate items relating to sich reporis. ’ R
ks 47 SEC. 16, The state board of education shall prescribe minimum
.48 standurds for the education of handicapped children. No ("71'04'9*:7,‘:.’1*
. . 49 of state funds shail be made b) the supcerintendznt of public instruciion
. ‘ P50 toany school district for ihic education o}' handicepped clilldren until the
' . ° . .
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CTii: 34 of NRS, the basic sy ;;‘r
an

prm'nm mainieined herein )'ur snck o fcappe o onitdren iy appiove:

by thie state depaciment of cducgy s meeiing the prcscn(ud i
standcdy.

T Sec. 17, As reguin: ol by siulseciion 2 of NRS 387, 123, the state
bocrd of education sivit cotablish rules cid re "::’.1’::n.s Jor the conyur

Tatian u] averens o ".:z) ctiendunce of pupils recelving special cducetior
tnsder tie provizsions of un tions G o L8, inclinsive, of il:ls cof.

Sue. S. Tiz attesuloace of all han ""cmm o 1*"ni v edicated I
accar:lnnce il the [ovizions of seciiens G 1o 18, 'v'""u uf s st
inclindiog those fsericiod 1ler eooporeine (11!_«.).:_~,1u:=l, O vQCaticny

ihie sivte deparinient of eduncaiivn, shall De TL’[:".’uu

rehabititation i
annually, togei: *; with eff cther atienlesce, on jorms presciibed Ly thi
su[h’rz..h'w’cn! of pelidic hstruction. ’ :

Src. 19, NRS 337,122 is hereby amended to rsz-d as follows:

' 387.122 1. For meking e appori ':mm-: us of the ctate distributive

school fund authe )... zd and divected 10 be made under the provisions of

: '*"’1.9.%-‘“ per pupil for the senool
year commencing Juiy |, 1971, : Junz 30, 1972, ued for liw
schoo! vear coin ::n\.z.‘, tuly 1, '.’2, and cnding June 30, 1973, i

.CS(abU“ 2d for cach of the several school districis in the state as follows

. R , 197173, 197073
‘ $674  $677°
Clwuh:” Courr y S 683 G652
Clatk County School -District ... eeemceeeeenntee . 660 665
Douglas C:mn: School DHstriol et - 692 702
- Elko County Schoo!l District o eeceeeeaeeeeee 724 -~ 730

Esmeralda County School Districto oo 1,550 1,618
FEurcka County Soreol DRIt el 1,063 ©1,094
Huemboldt County School Disirict........... S, . 745 753

- Lander County Schaol District oeecceeeieceene. 737 744
+ Lincoln Coun:_, School Bistr . 8§69 904
Lyon County .l.m\:. District 715 - 723
" Mineral County School District.e..... menen 708 . 716
-. Nye County 3 nr'ﬂ District . 803 . 8§22
Pbﬂ"n'\ﬂ f‘r“n'-h' qnhf\n‘ h::'_:‘::t ________________________ 597 . ']O"’
Storey Couul» Schioo! DIt e, 1,207
Washoe Ceuniy Scheol District. 665

Wh te Pine Cc'.m ¥ 5“?700 D N 125
R A v e gaecs T .3 .. 5 .
e I . 8 A
r-‘-‘li_".-: n e X s dee et ~" = -ar Ay, oy - - -4
s P L R ST L0 I
N 1 -~ ot S v
R SN G W 1T L.
ARSI

P TS R AT

. 2. Neiv Tihets anding the provisions of subsaction 1, if the taabls
‘sales subject to-determination of taxes under the provisioss of chapter
372 of \'RS as rc:pa ted by the Nevada tax commission {or the period
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. s e e s e s xy e b e aaeraes e
o 2 $1,356 ‘)" (‘ .‘0, .ml n x!:c TCTHS FRRATCE Comi 1'.“~ of e I:g.'s‘m
. .

3 (ovnm b cail thercivoe daicrn there are sulloieat )'m\la an;e 0—

4 priated to tire stale d: P fend, ihe bosie suppost G

6 per pujsit for the selieol yeur comuruixing Juiy 1, 1‘,"/'7 ‘“d L"‘”.rg
. . 6 Junc 30, 1973, is cstabiined for eath of the several sehodl districis in

1

8

9

tribuiive s

erne -

thc state oS foliows:

. P ' - 1972-73
‘ v C"t sen City Sclool Disicicto. e e e e e aaean SGSO
- - - 10 Clarchiill County ; istr . G695
S 11 Mark County 8o ‘*(:u'

. : 12 . Dougles Cos :r.l\'
: - 13 - E lko County S ~1oo’ ‘-‘
14: [‘glubu IL:{ (.( Nty
15 Eureka County &
16 Buinbohit Co Hety
17 . Lander County <

) 18  Lircols Covonty : :
19 Lyon County Schoul D»um .............................................. . 126
1 20 Mineral County School District : 719
{ - 21 "+ Nye Couaty S¢! .\)u' )5 H oy L] S teeeiemens - 825
3 929 Pershiing Coventy Sehoo! DISIISt e 710
1o - 23 Storey Couﬂ:, Schinol Disuict ~ :

_ 24 Weshoe County S:,:-:cz b sto
I 25 : \/hm. Pine (ou oty School District e :

- { 26 € T .‘"3‘4.‘,‘.! s it B e an
3 ) 27 571 I-‘t T R T y ,"' LY. T
3 ' . - :
S 28 i - t i T MR o
3 29 Pt S N 1 s ~ -
A & - v S = T *
T3 Aels R e T
Y N 31 s o .

33 R R T N R L T I N T L I L T
r':L - ~ - g g - - - e
1 ] M .
34 i oo [ ~ i -~ Sal N
1~ 2 Troe LT ' b & 1 B B TR P YN
['vee - PRI B T ‘-\ Ailviil e deees Seadi b LI S I

t : ~ o, ..o 86 able sales subicet to detenmination of taxes under the provisions of chap-

R L e 87 ter 372 of NRS, us revoriad by the Nevad :1 tax comnission vm :hc poriod

. . : - P 38 January I. 1971, through S'-)scmb-\. 30, 1971, amount to more thon
. . S0t 89 81,369,170,054G, and il the interim fmance cemmitive of the Ieuisiatiy

i S Cow U 40 counsel bureau (herefore determines there are suficient funds ay)ropm

' . L 41 ated to the staie distributive school fund, the basic sup POT guateatee pe

' 42 pupil for the school yeur (.nr:m‘ncrv July 1, 1972, and cn. ing June 30,

f‘a

-~

. L 43 1973, is cstablished for cach of the several <cnoof Gistricts in the state as.
T Lo ot L 44 follows: ; - - . < .. e
LR 45 . e e L 1872273

) R (¢ * Carson (‘lly School _)mtlu,t ....... ) . . e $684 -
47. . . Churchliil County S:‘;co Dist - 699
oL T 48 Clark County Scheool ln..t- . .673 .
o “.oT - 49 - .Douglas Couut, Scnool Distrigt...._. S e aeeaamiae L neas © 709 .
. . . .- .
. . . : - - <H6 -
: .. . - ] . h A - - .. . . LY B "' -
. ’ . - - -
" N " .
M - ' .: 1 ( . )C 1 = ) *
. ‘- " "- . i ) -
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Tl‘ o Couni \' f;s!;co’. I).x.f’lbl
Iamerakia € ool
Yyekn Coun
Jumtaldt Ce
Landar Cos
Lineoln Coum
].\'(:n C(‘u (‘;:j S
fincia! Conas
Nye Ceounty
PC‘L&LM 13 (,L‘-. 2
Storey County S:,m\,! st
\\’Acnm Ceunty Schaol i
\"h e ‘),un Cl‘ I ”\. (‘.,l]{\:)

.
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P GO D0 bk © D 00 AT O3 SN L3 DD bt

-t
(55

et
(=]

17
. .18
- 18
20
: 21
' . 22
B 24 ng .\c‘ {0 read as follows:
: -2 ‘.g the.appos u“!‘ nts of the state disiributive
=+ . 26 scheol fuod authorized and dr_,cu_d 0 be made under the prm‘; sions of
R 27 Title 34 of \I\-, ""wra;c daily aticndan c’ means the 3 moesnths of
. .28 highest average c.a:;y aitendance for the current schnel year of
. 29 (a) Punils in grades 1 to 12, *.c.usnp. o( he p ii:lic schools plus six-
i 80 tenths 0" i pupds i (ke Jinder nt of 1" pudlic vl~ock
:! 31 (b) ’ N 17 ‘.;\" Lt S b :
’ H . 39'5{*:.1..1‘ i et - ““""_: Wi
i 33 itrerenern Heaneica /p.m childien receiviing spoci /I el :(‘.’.'.':o.' puessant 1o
N 24 the [nnw\_un,& n; Xy O M 5O, fndiusit e :; (il wui.
- 35 {c) Children deteined in datention homes and juveniia forestvy camps
N 36 recciving instruction 1.ms-_mm to the provi.sn,ns of NRS 388.550 ( 385.-
" 87 580, inclusive.
. i ... 88 (d) Pari-time pupils enroll yd in clasezs and taking courses necessary {o
. .89 receive a high school diploma. Cae-fourth credit Toward averaze daily
- N 40 _ attendance will bz given for the attendunce of any such pupil for each
T .41 one-credit course taken. .
: 42 - 2. " The state Loard of educaticn shall establish uniform rulss to ba
.. 43 used in czleulating thu average Cx"'i} atiendance of pupils. In ca ! tin
= 44 avcrage daily atten e of pam.;, no pupii specified in p.xmgr phs (2 )
45 (b) and (c) of s uf,:wl on 1 shall bz counted niore than ence. In cst
: - 46 lishing such rules for the public <J=coh, the state m(‘rd of education:
’ .- 47 (a) Shall divide the sc.‘cal year into 10 school months, cach contain-
. SE. 48 20 or fewer schiool days,
oL Lt T 49 (b) May divide th p.th.. in grades 1 to 12, inclusive, into categorics
. . . (; ) R L. . . . . . -
3 . . . -
. 5 o . MR o v . T . »\4(‘5}7
", IER - - . T '
. ."i' L > . ."4' ~‘ -' - ': . -
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- which the child resides that the s s an E

enrolled in sccomdiry schaois,
(c) Shail sulect the three hi menthlv atteadance quotients for
cach cuisgay of pupts, 2s estabished by subzection T or pursuant to
paragraph (1) of this subsection, in cach s
3. 1]1" state l‘“rd of cdusniion
maxinis rupil- :

compozed 1eapectively of those 4“‘.ul in clementary schools and those
(]

v

l m'..hx\" by resulidion the
and for cach <ub,:u patior
ate classey, for cuch sohoo!

S rato it '*v'»nr:
w‘;',x': oroot SRS
district of the snry which iy oonsistont with:

(a) Thie nmatenones of & .ump-‘\ Bz wandard of nstruction;

(b) The condi i iv sonool distiict wiih respect to
the number wnd distributive of | pupti m cuch grade; and

(c) Methods of hstruction usad, which nay mcmuv cducational tele-
vision, leain traching or new teaching systens or teehniques,
If the superinteadent of public featruction inds that any school district
is maintoiing one or more ciasses whos: pupii-teacher 1atio exeeeds the
applicabie raaximan, and vniess he finds that the board of trustees of
the school- disirict has made every reasonsble eflort in roo:} faith to
comply with the applicable standard, the siziz board of cducation shail
reduce the averase daily ;‘tticrdux."c for appor tionment purposes by the
percentage wiich the number of pupils altanding such ¢l weus s of the
total number of pupils In the district, and may withhold the quaricrly
&pp or(ionr:cal cnitrely.

Sec. 2 TRS 392.050 is hereby amendsd to read as follows

392.050 . A child shall be excuszd femporarily from alic ’ancc
required by 1'nc provisinvxs of NRS 392.040 when satisfuctory writicn
cvidence is pressiied to tie bozrd of L. 0TS of the schoal district in

PO oA e e . 1

tre
T

.y
.

ih-nd-k«-—% ckitd is il and kis coinlition is such as (e
inadvisabic his attendance @t sc booi [t s HESEI Siiadad

2. A cettificate in writing from any 1eputalie pn‘._.c.in, fiied with
the board of trustees immediately afier its r ceeipt, stating (ha
Is not able to attend scheol or that his aitindance s inadvisable
taken as saiisfacieny evidene vy e veard ol trusteas.

SEC 22, RS 388,440, 383,450, 388,460, 238.470, 383.480, 388.-
490, 388.500, 388 310 m..:z , 388.530 and 388.540 and sections 2
to 4, mclusive, of tis oct are hereby rcpc::?cd. :

Sec. 23. 1. Scctions 1 ta 4, inclusive, of this act shail bzeome effec-
tive on July 1, 1973, :

2. Scc’»ons 5 to 22, inclusive, of this act shall bzcomz effcctive on
July 1, 1974 :

]
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KENNETH H. HANSEN

SUPERINTENDENT OF
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

O STATE OF NEVADA I.

e

" Department of Education o

CARSON CITY. NEVADA 88701

March 1, 1973

MEMORANDUM

FROM? John E]e, Deputy Superintendent

T0:  The Honorable John Foley, Nevada State Senate

SUBJ: Attached M;terial

The attached draft has had a‘fimited distribution to super-
intendents and a few others for the purpose of review, revision,

deletion, addition and other comments that might-be appropriate.
It was drafted as a starting point for discussion only.

It appears from reaction at this point that we will separate
regqulations needed for program approval for funding from the
standards for program operation in order that we minimize
confusion as to which statements are regulatory and which are
educational program standards.

| will provide further, more complete information as rapidly"
as it is developed. ‘
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JOHN R. GAMBLE
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT AND
COORDINATOR OF DIVISIONS



GUIDELINES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE
PLACEMENT OF STUDENTS AND
SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS

IN THE STATE OF NEVADA

/DRAFT/

FOR DISCUSSION ONLY
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INTRODUCTION

It is the policy of this State to provide handicapped education

programs sufficieht to maximize the capabilities of all handicapped

children.

This handbook contains guidelines and regulations to determine the

eligibility of children for services under Nevada Revised Statutes 388.440

to 388.540, inclusive. Children eligible for such services shall include,

but not necessarily be limited to, the following héndicapping conditions:

h.

Aurally Handicapped

visuéliy Handicapped -
Orthopedically Handicapped and Othér Mediéal Problems
Speech Handicapped

Academically Talented

Mentally Retarded

Educationally Handicapped

{(1). Seriously Emotionally Disturbed

(2) Socially Ma;adjusted

(3) Learning Disabled

Multiple Handicapped

In addition to the regulations in 388.480-1, the following steps

must be completed before any handicapped child is placed in a special

school,

tion is

formed.

a.

b.

program or class:

Where an individually administered psychological evalua-

required, the child must be tested in his primary or home language.

A placement committee of not less than five members must be

Placement of any child requires the recommendation of the



Psychologist and a majority vote of the committee.
The committee shall include a majority of professionél staff and
shall include parent representation of similar ethnic origins of the

children considered for placement.

INSTRUCTIONAL UNIT DEFINED

An instructional unit shall consist of an adequate physical facil-
ity and a properly certificated staff member. This professional person
may be of an itinerate or traveling nature. The criteria of eligibiiity
will be the provision of highly specialized, individualized insFruction.

The unit is to be linked with a certified staff member performing
sexrvices commensurate to a child's educational needsl?kThe stated needs
may be met by a special classroom, special instruétion, ﬁpecial and/or
supportive services. The minimums and maximums of children to be served
in each unit are stated in the regulations covering the specific handi-
capping conditions.

Members of the unit (children) must be a part of a target area popu-
lation, properly identified and certified according to the specific handi-
capping condition.

SPECIAL CLASS DEFINED

‘A special class is is an optimal specified number of children attend-
ance with a certified teachef for a minimum school day. The number of
children served is as stated by the handicapping condition.‘

The special class is not limited to a self-contained élassroom.
Districts are expected to place children in mainstream programs and ser-

vices when in the best interests of the child.
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SPECIAL AND SUPPORTIVE SERVICES DEFINED

Special and/or supportive services do not require attendance with
a certified teacher for the minimum school day.
is defined by the child's needs.
in nature and is to provide developmental corrective and/or remedial
educational programs.

rective aspects within two academic years of his entrance into the pro-

gram.

Examples of this type service are as follows:

Following are the U. S. Office of Education Incidence Figures for

1969-70:

Speech Pathology
Language Development

Learning Centers

Developmental Disparity Processes

TARGET AREA POPULATION DEFINED

The amount of service

The service is transitory and terminal

The child is expected to have completed the cor-

Categories of Exceptionalities

Mentally Retarded
Deaf

Hard of Hearing
Speech Handicapped
Visuaily Handicapped
Emotionally Disturbed
Physicaliy Handicapped
Multiple Handicapped

Learning Disabled

Academically Talented

. -3-

2.300%
0.075%
0.500%
3.500%
0.100%
2.000%
0.500%
0.060%
1.506%

2.000%
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The total number of exceptional children in the above categories
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represented 12.535% of all school age children from 3 to 21, excluding
the severely'and profoundly retarded.

Attendance figures for the State of Nevada, based upon the best 3
months of attendance for 1970-71, show 118,152 children in Nevada schools.

By applying the USOE incidence figure of 12.535% to the Nevada
attendance figure of 118,152, it is determined that 14,860 exceptional
children between the ages of 3 and 21 currently reside in Nevada, of
which 43% are being served.

Any significant deviations from the above figures must be further
documented and approved. Approval will be by thg Staie Department of

Education.
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MENTALLY RETARDED 235

The mentally retarded are those students who, as a result of ineffective
intellectual functioning, are unable to profit educationally from a
typical classroom situation.

A. Educable Mentally Retarded

1. Generally, the performance on an individual psychological evalu-
tion shall fall within the I.Q. range of 45 to 75 in order for a
student to be eligible for this program. The psychologist may
make a recommendation for placement of children falling outside
the above parameters. The child may thgn be placed with the
unanimous concurrence of the placement committee. A placement
of this type must be reviewed every four months by the place-

. ment committee and their written recommendations be available
to State Department personnel. At all times, the committee's
decision to keep the child in the class must be unanimous.

a. Before any child is admitted to a school, class or program
for mentally retarded children:

(1) A consultation shall be held with his parents, guardian,
or agency (Welfére has legal custody but is not theb
guardian) holding custody of the child.

(2) He shall be giveﬁ an individual examination by a
psychologist certified by the State Department of
Education, or by a psychometrist serving under the
supervision of such a psychologist and certified by
the State Department of Education, to detérmine

whether the child can profit by educétion.
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(3)- Measuring instruments used must be approved by the
State Department of Education.

regulations for educable mentally retarded class size

as folloﬁs:

Maximum enrolled

Pre-School 8 Junior High 14

Primary 10 Senior High 14

Intermediate 12

The minimum class size shall be 3 enrolled children. If

a school district's number of eligible children is less

than 3, then it shall be the respohéibility of the dis-

trict, at the expense of the State, to provide for educa-

tional benefits in the nearest available, approved educa-

tional facility.

B. Trainable Mentally Retarded

1. Generally, the performance on an individual psychological

’ evalﬁation shall fall below 55 in order for a student to be

eligible for this program. Measuring instruments used must

be approved by the State Department of Education.

The

are

regulations for trainable mentally retarded class size

as follows. A certified teacher and aide are required

with 5 or more children.

Ae.

Maximum enrolled

Pre-School 5 Junior High 9
Primary 7 Senior High 9
Intermediate 7

The minimum class size shall be 3 enrclled children. If



II.

c.

a school district's number of eligible children is less

b
LSS A 4

than 3, then it shall be the responsibility of the dis-
trict, at the expense of the State, to provide for edu-
cational benefits in the nearest available, approved

educational facility.

Severe and Profoundly Retarded

1.

Generally, the performance on an individual psychological

evaluation shall fall below 30 in order for a student to be

eligible for this program. Measuring instruments used must

be approved by the State Department of Education.

The regulations forvSevere and Profoundly Retarded program

size are as follows:

a. Maximum -~ Six children to be seen on a 1 to 1 basis
during the school day. |

b. Minimum -- Three children to be seen on a 1 to 1 basis
during the school day.

c. It is the intent of the regulations to provide the above
services within State institutions and/or‘approved private
facilities. The public schools are résponsible for the

provision of these services in the above facilities.

AURALLY HANDICAPPED

The aurally handicapped are those students who, as a result of a hearing

impairment, require the services of special classes in order to pro-

mote more effectively their educational growth and development.

A.

Deaf

1.

Generally, only those students with a hearing loss of 80 de-

cibels or more in the speech frequencies, as determined by an



III.

individual examination by a certified audiologist and an

individual psychological examination by a certified psy-

- chologist is required to be eligible for this program.

The regulations for the Deaf class size are as follows:

a.

Maximum enrolled

Pre-School 5 . Junior High 8
Primary 5 Senior High 10
Intermediate 6

The minimum class size shall be 3 enrolled children.

If a school district's number of eligible children is

less than 3, then it shall be the responsibility of the

district, at the expense of the State, to provide for

educational benefits in the nearest available, approved

educational facility.

VISUALLY HANDICAPPED

The wisually handicapped are those students who, as a result of

visual disabilities, cannot satisfactorily benefit from or participate

 in a normal classroom program of the public school without the addi-

tion of special instruction and equipment.

A. Blind

1‘

20/200 or less in the better eye with correcting lenses; or

Blind students are considered to be those students who have

defect in which the peripheral field has contracted to such

a total loss of vision or those with central visual acuity of

central visual acuity of more than 20/200 if there is a field

an extent that the widest diameter of visual field subtends an



angular distance no greater than 20 degrees. An individual
examination by a licensed opthomologist or optometrist and

an individual psychological examination by a certified psy-

- chologist is required to be eligible for a program for the

blind.
The regqulations for the blind program size are as follows:

a. Maximum enrolled

. Pre-School 5 Junior High 8
Primary 5 ' Senior High 8-
Intermediate 6

b. The minimum class size shall be ; énfol;ed children. If
a school district's number of eligible children is less
than 3, then it shall be the responsibility of the dis-
.trict, at the expense of the State, to provide_for edu-
cational benefits in the nearest available, approved

educational facility.

B. Partially Sighted

B

The partially sighted are those students with a visual acuity
of 20/70 or less in the better eye after the best possibleb
correction, who can use vision as the main channel of learn-
ing. An individual examination by a licensed opthomologist
or optometrist and an individual psychological examination by
a certified psychologist is required for placement in a class
for the partially sighted.

The regulations for the Partially Sighted Program Sizé are

as follows:
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Iv.

Maximum enrolled 470
Pre-School 6 Junior High 8

Primary 6 Senior High 10

Intermediate 8

The minimum class size shall be 3 enrolled children.

If a school district's number of eligible children is
less than 3, then it shall be the responsibility of the
district, at the expense of the State, to provide for
educational benefits in the nearest available,‘approved

educational facility.

EDUCATIONALLY HANDICAPPED

The educationally handicapped are those students who, as a result of

ineffective learned social behaviors and/or impairment of sensory

learning systems, are unable to make adegquate use of a typical class-

room.

A. Seriously Emotionally Disturbed

1.

The seriously emotionally disturbed are those students which

exhibit psychotic-like or severe neurotic behavior patterns

which require treatment in a residential setting. An indi-

vidual examination by a psychiatrist and certified psycholo-

gist is required for the student to be eligible for placement

in seriously emotionally disturbed programs.

The regulétions for the seriously emotionally disturbed pro-

gram size are as follows:

a.

Maximum enrolled

Pre-School 3 - Junior Higlt 5
Primary 3 Senior High 5
Intermediate 5



B. Socially Maladjusted

b. The minimum class size shall be 3 enrolled children.
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If a school district's number of eligible children is
less than 3, then it shall be the responsibility of the
district, at the expense of the State, to provide for
educational benefits in the nearest available, approved
educational facility.

c. It is the intent of the regulations to provide the above
services within State institutions and/or approved pri-
vate facilities. The public schools are responsible for

the provision of these services in the above facilities.

1.

The socially maladjusted are those students which exhibit
uncontrolled behavioral patterns which prohibit their effec—
tive integration in a typical classroom. B&An individual exam-
ination by a certified psychologist and a soéiological assess-

ment is required for the student to be eligible for placement

" in a socially maladjusted classroom.

The regulations for the socially maladjusted program are as
follows:
a. Maximum enrolled

Pre~School 3 Junior High 7

Primary 3 Senior High 7
Intermediate 5

b. The minimum class size shall be 3 enrolled children. If
a school district's number of eligible children is less
than 3, then it shall be the responsibility of the dis-

trict, at the expense of the State, to provide for

-7-



educational benefits in the nearest available, approved

educational facility.

C. Learning Disabled

1.

Children with learning disabilities exhibit a disorder in one
or more of the basic psychological processes of central-motor,
central-perceptual, central-cognitive, and/or spocken or
written language. These disorders may be manifested in the

areas of listening, thinking, talking, reading, writing,

39

spelling or arithmetic. An individual examination by a certi-'

fied psychologist and a demonstrated involvement in three of

the four following identifiable areas a;e required for the.

student to be eligible for placement‘in4é iéarning disabled

classroom:

a. Perceptual motor impairment (auditory, visual, haptic)

b. General orientation defects (space, time, body image)

c. Disorders of speech and language

d. Developmental disparity in processes related to education
{(auditory, visual, haptic) |

The regulations for the learning disabled program size are as

follows:

a. Maximum enrolled

Pre-School 3 Junior High 7
Primary 3 Senior High 7
Intermediate 5

b. The minimum class size shall be 3 enrolled children. If
a school district's number of eligible children is less

than 3, then it shall be the responsibility of the dis-

-8 -
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trict, at the expense of the State, to provide for
educational benefits in the nearest available, approved

educational facility.

V. ORTHOPEDICALLY HANDICAPPED AND OTHER MEDICAL PROBLEMS

The orthopedically handicapped are those students with average or

above average intelligence whose physical conditions prevent them

from effectively participating in a typical classroom situation. An

individual examination by a licensed physician and an individual ex-

amination by a certified psychologist is required for the 'student to

be eligible for placement in an orthopedically handicapped program.

A.

Orthopedically Handicaoped

1.

The regulations for the orthopedically handicapped class size

are as follows:

a.

Maximum enrolled

Pre-School 6 Junior High 10
Primary 6 Senior High 12
Intermediate 8

Thé minimum class size shall be 3 enrolled children. If
a school district's number of eligible children is lesé

than 3, then it shall be the responsibility of the dis-

trict, at the expense of the State, to provide for edu-

cational benefits in the nearest available, approved

educational facility.

Other Medical Problems

Other medical problems will follow the same format as orthopedi-

cally handicapped for eligibility for placement. The area will

require supportive services and is to be considered short term

-9..,
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and transitory. The number of children served will not exceed
ten per certified teacher. Students must be confined to their
homes or hospitals for a period of three weeks (15 school days)
or more to be eligible for placement. Example of this type of
service is home and hospital instruction.

VI. MULTIPLE HANDICAPPED

The multiple handicapped are those children who exhibit two or more
of the previously identified handicapping conditions. To_be eligible
for piaéemeht in a multiple handicapped program, the child must meet
the previously stated criteria in all of the specific handicapping

conditions. i
1. The regulations for the multiple handicapped class size are
as follows:

a. Maximum enrolled

Pre—-School >5 Junior High 10
Primary 5 Senior High 10

Intermediate 8

b. The minimum class size shall be '3 enrolled children. If
a school district's number of eligible children is lesé
than 3, then it shall be the responsibility of the dis-
-trict, at the expense of the State, to provide for edu-
cational benefits in the nearest available approved
educational facility.

VII. SPEECH HANDICAPPED

The speech handicapped are those individuals whose speech deviates so
far from the speech of others that it calls attention to itself,

interferes with effective communication, or causes the individual

~10-



to be conscious of his non-acceptance. Eligibility is to be deter-
mined by a qualified speech therapist through screening and testing
procedures.

1. The speech therapist should use both individual and small
group instruction and provide a minimum of 30 minutes of in—
struction per week for each student enrolled in the program.

2. The caseload for a speech therapist shall be a minimum of 50
and a maximum of 70.k

VIII. ACADEMICALLY TALENTED

The academica}ly gifted are those students whose level of mental de-
velopment is so far advanced that they have be;ﬁ'identified by pro-
fessionally qualified personnel as those "wﬁo require differentiated
education programs and/or services beyond normally provided by regular
school programs in order to realize their contribution to self and
society". An individual examination by a certifiea psychologist is
required for the student to be eligible for placement in a program
for the academically talented and must meet the following criteria:
a. Intelligence quotient as measured by previously approved
tests which places the child in the upper two percent of the
population.
b. & poténtial for academic achievement as judged by the place-
ment committee.
¢. Thinking patterns sufficient divergent from the norms to evi-

dence creative and original thought processes.

The regulations for academically talented program size at a given

session are as follows:

-11-
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Maximum enrolled

Pre-School 8 Junior High 12

Primary 10 Senior High 12
Intermediate 10

The minimum class size shall be 3 enrdlled children. 1If a
school district's number éf eligible children is less than
3, then it shall be the responsibility of the district, at
the expense of the Sfate, to provide for educational bene-

fits in the nearest available, approved educational facility.

-12-
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