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JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
57th NEVADA ASSEMBLY SESSIOMT

I MINUTES

APRTL 12, 1973

The meeting was called to order by Yr. Xeilth Hayes, Chailrman.

JEMBERS PRESENT: MESSRS: HAYES, BARENGO, GLOVER, TORVINEN, HUFF, FRY,
LOWMAN, HICXEY, AND MISS FOOTE.

MEMBERS ABSENT NONE
GUESTS PRESEMNT: see attached

Col. Lambert testified in behalf of A,B, 943. He stated that the
basic purpose of this bill is to try and clarify some of the problems
in the traffic code. There were some ommission and language in the
miform Vehicle Code adopted in 1949. In Saction 6 on Padge 4 there
are some amendmants on "right of wav", this is a section which was
objected to by AAA and COl. Lambert presented a list of prepared
amendments. These should remove the objections.

.'l' Mr. Torvinen commented that these amendments will restore the presumotion
of innocance.

Mr. Virgil Anderson reoresaenting 221 said that the armendments would
ha an improvament, but a volicvy decisinn is in order. 2An imolication
in this »ill is that it would remove anv obligation on the part of
the driver of a vehicle making a left hand turn on a thru street to
exercise caution or to vyield. This should be attended,.

Mr. Hannifin testified on A.B. 779 and S$.B, 385 which are similar bills.
S.B. 385 has had several minor amendments and is at this time in more
nolished form that A.B. 779. At present the only reason for revcking

or suspending a work permit is cheating. The premise behind these

two bills is that there are saveral other reasons that should be grounds
for revocation or suspension of a work permit. BAs the gamblincg industrv
has increased the original concern that an emplovee might cheat the
public has expanded to the emplovee who cheats the house. It has hecome
a highlv organized operation. We feel this legislation is necessary

and the only difference in these bills is that $.B. 385 already has

been amended. ' .

Mr. Hannifin also spoke in favor of S.B. 547 saying that it made
the handling of certain problems more practical.

. Mr. Bill Adams, Assistant City Manager of Las Vegas, said that t}}ey
would like to go on record as being in favor of the amended version of

S.B. 385.
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Mr. Les Kofoed stated that these bills (S.3. 385 & A.B. 779) are g
necessary tools and the control board needs them to continue the o
fine job theyv are doing in this area.

Teen Patterson from Las Vegas, and a free lance shorthand reporter
addressed the Committee in favor of A.B. 929. This bill is similar
to one vassed in California to set up and establish nrocedures for
certifying shorthand reporters. There would be a once a vear
examination. He called Committe2s attention to specific instances
of incompetencv and gross error in the area of shorthand reporting.
He said this could be conducted without dipping into the tax pavers
+ill. Shorthand reporters should be certified and this would

a barometer by which attornevs especially could judoge competence.

Mr. Torvinen asked what the provisions would be for those presently
angaged in shorthand reporting in the state.

Mr. Patterson said that it would grandfather them in. This has been
the topic for several debates, but after passage it would allow for
immediate administrative control so that if Someone was not doing the
job it could be handled. There are also provisions for reciprocity.

Mr. R. Tuttle, a freelance shorthand reporter from Peno said there are
only two things this bill attempts to do. L. Protect the public and
2. Protect ourselves. This will upgrade the gualityv of reporting.

Mr. Poy Woofter, Clark Countv District Attornev, svoke in favor of

$.B., 461. He stated that there is a need to compensate for the loss

of private practice otherwise there is likely to be a mass exodus of
deputies. He said that he had already raguested the Countv Commissicners
to elininate devputies private practice and raise their salaries

aah“oxlwauel} 25%.

b

Mr, Teorvinen pointdd out that the 2ffective datse of this bHill iz 7=1=73,
Theorefora, 1f the Cownty Commissioners have not acted by that time

thz 75" legislaturs counld,

My, len Bray, Chief Criminal deputy attorneyv for the City Attornev’s
Cffice in Las Vegas testified on S.B. 461. The Yavor and four Co.

Commissioners of Las Vegas are in favor of allowing privata practice
for the City Attornev and his devuties, including them in this bill
would be contrary to their wishes. The City Attornev only makes
515,000 per year which is gross undercompensation for ths job. We f=el
that the Las Vegas City Attorney should nct be included in this bill.

Jim Thompson representing the Attorney fGeneral's 0Office said that they
are really not opposed to this bill if a salary increase is ineluded.

The current raises range from 2 to 10% which is really not considered

meaningful.

Mr. Larry Hicks, Chief Criminal Deputy for the Washonez County DA's Office,
talked in support of S.B. 461 which seems to be in the best interest of
the County and the State. Tt is also very imoprtant to have compensating
increases. He aaid that the feeling in their office is that citv attorney
and their deputies be included, hecause since all of these public offices
draw from the same pool for emplovement and would otherwise create an
unfair advantage.
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P
Yy, Woofter re-appeared to sneak in favor of 5.B. 262, the wire tao bill.
It chances our statute to conform with the fedéral statute. It even

It changes the

str

consent consideration to only one conse

engthens this since an illeaal tap is a felonv.
nting party.

stated that he would also like to commant on the death pesnalty bill,
545, In discussing this bill with Bob Rose, Washoza County DA,

here are strong reservations cagncerning Section 5, Page 3, sub-sectdon
This is too all encompassing. Mr. Hicks and Mr. Thompson joined

this discussion. This bill would implv that every time in the past
en a jury gave a life sentence thev ware wronag. If thev followed
e law as 1t is presented in this bill they would be imposing the
death penalty in a vast majoritv of murder cases so if they felt
that a person would get death they would be very likely to chanae

1st to 2nd degree verdict. It was felt that S5.B. 545 should be
expanded along the lines of A.B. 265 The senate has said in this bill
that all murder can be capitol murder. This will probably run afoul
according to the court guidlines. A.B. 265 also has legislative findings
which is an aid to the court. Under $.B. 545 only capitol nurders could
b2 denied bail and this should extend to other murders too according to
Mr. Torvinen's conversation with a judge. The opinions of these three
gentlemen seemed to be in accord with A.B. 265, but it was pointed out
that S.8B.

in
wh
e

=

545 is further along the wav and has a bhetter chance of
nassage. Mr, Haves asked if Mr. Mr. and Mr. Torvinen can
aget together with Mr. Hicks, Mr.

Barenao,
Thomeson,

Hickev,
and rvir.

Woofter and work

out the necessarv amendments and report back to Committeze.

This was

265 could be incorporated into
ad with members of the Senate

agreed upon. It was felt that A.B.
S.B. 545. Mr. Haves said that he has talk

with reasonahle amendments.

and thev have conceded that thev will acgree

Mr. Stan Warren, representina Mevada Bell, svoke to the Committee
concerning S.B, 262, e suagested some amendments to this Hhi'l {see
attacnad) In the sscticon of judicial supervision Mr, Warren asked

that a good faith reliance by a onuhlic utility ke included.

My. Jim Thompson told the Committee that $.B. 262 brings Nevada law

into line with federal statutes and that our present law is unconstitution
a2 also said that Nevada had a wire tap statute 11 vears bafore there

s federal reculation.

el %
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484.317 - Proposed Amendments - Sec. 6 %)(/} ?

484.319 - Proposed Amendments - Sec. 7 é{j?

Sec. 6. NRS 484.317 is hereby amended to read as followss+—" Qf}'
484.317 The driver of a vehicle within an intersection intending to
turn to the left shall yield the right of way to any vehicle [which
has approached or is] approaching from the opposite direction which

is within the intersection or so close thereto as to constitute an
immediate hazard. [, but such driver, having so yielded and having
given a signal when and as required, may make such left turn and the
drivers of all other vehicles approaching the intersection from the
opposite direction shall yield the right of way to the vehicle making

the left turn.]

Sec. 7. NRS 484.319 is hereby amended to read as follows:
484.319 [1. Where proper signs have been erected, the driver of a
‘vehicle shall stop or yield at the entrance tq a through highway and
shall yield the right of ﬁay to other vehicles which have entered the
intersection from such through highway or which are approaching so
closely on such through highway as to constitute an immediate hazard,
but such driver havihg so yielded may proceed and the drivers of
all other vehicles approaching the intersection on such through high-
way shall yield the right of way to the vehicles so proceeding into

or across the through highway.] Except when traffic is being con-

trolled by a police officer or a traffic-control signal:

1. When proper signs have been erected, the driver of a vehicle shall

stop or yield at a clearly marked stop line or, if there is none,

before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or,

if there is none, then at the point nearest the intersection where

the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the through highway.

After having stopped or, in the event of a vield sign, slowed or

stopped, the driver shall yield the right of way to other vehicles

which have entered the intersection from such through highway or which

are approaching so closely on such through highway as to constitute

an immediate hazard during the time such driver is moving across or

within the intersection.

..



484.319 - Amendment - Sec. 7 (cont.) .
. 3,

2. The driver of a vehicle shall stop in obedience to a stop sign or

yield in compliance with a yield sign [at], in compliance with the

manner prescribed in subsection 1, prior ta entering an intersection

if a stop sign or a yield sign is erected at one or more entrances
thereto although not a part of a through highway and shall proceed
cautiously, yielding to vehicles not so obligated to stop or yield
and which are within the intersection or approaching so closely as to‘

constitute an immediate hazard during the time such driver is moving

across or within the intersection.
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AGENDA FOR COMMITTEE ON Trint  JUDICIARY
. DateTHURSDAY APRIT 12Time_ 2:00 PM Room_ 240
Bills or Resolutions Counsal
to be considered ‘ Subiject regqueskted”®
A.B. 779 » INCREASES AUTHORITY OF NELEVADA GAMING COMMISSION TO
REVORXE GAMING EMPLOYEES" WORK PERMITS,
A.B. 929 ESTABLISHES CERTIFIED SHNORTHAND REPORTERS BOARD AND
PROVIDES FOR EXAMIMATION AND LICENSING OF SHORTHAND
REDORT”QS
AB. -313 . SPECIFICALLY PQOHIBITS COWV?RSION OF REMNTED OR LEASED

MOTOR VVHICLES

S.C.R. 21 SUGGESTS AN AMENDMENT TO AN ILLUSTRATIVE FORM IN THE

NEVADA RULES. OF CIVIL PH)CEDUPE.
' s.B. 385 INCREASES AUTHORITY oF" NEVADA GAMIMG COMMISSION: TO
‘ REVOKE GAMING EMPLOYEES' WORK PERMITS.
S.B. 450 PEPMITS ('OURT TO ALLOW JURYT TO SEPARATE AFTER IT
. - RETIRES TO DELIBERATE. ~
S.B. 461 " PROHIBITS PRIVATE PRACTICE OF LAW BY DEPUTY ATTORNEYS

GEMERAL AND CERTAIN D'STRICT ATTORNEYS, PURBLIC DEFENDER

'AND THEIR DEPUTIES.

N . ;
- 5.B. 547 PERMITS NEVADA GAMIMG COMMISSION -TO EXEMPT BANKS FROM

GAMING LICENSING REQUIREMENTS UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTAMCI

*pPlease do not ask for counsel unless necessary.





