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HEALTH & WELFARE COMMITTEE MINUTES 

APRIL·ll, 1973 

MEMBERS PRESENT: BENNETT, HICKEY, FRY, GETTO, WITTENBERG, 
CRADDOCK, McNEEL 

MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

GUESTS: Alice Brown, DETRAP, Reno 
Keith L. Lee, Omega House, Reno 
Marcia Giller, EMS Council 
Jim Holdridge, EMS Council 
Donna J. Dixon 
Otto Ravenholt, Clark Co. Health Dist. 
Robert E. Edmondson, Comp. Health Planning 
Thomas E. Wilson, Comp. Health Planning 
Orville Wahrenbrock, Dept of H.W.R. 

Meeting called to order at 7:15 a.m. by Chairman Bennett. 
The first bill to be discussed was AB 806. 

Mr. Keith Lee of the Omega House in Reno appeared in 
support of bill. Its purpose is to amend existing statue 
to provide immunity not only to physicians, surgeons, 
hospitals, etc., but any health and care facility which 
is treating drug abuse or related illness. This amend
ment is also to bring the State law in line with the 
Federal law (92-255-408) in order to obtain Federal funds. 
Mr. Lee read a letter from Attorney General Robert List 
to Assemblyman Lowman, a copy of which is marked Exhibit A 
and made a part of these minutes. He also read a letter 
from Dr. Donal A. Molde, Psychiatric Associates of Reno, 
to Chairman Bennett, which is marked Exhibit Band attached 
hereto. 

The next bill discussed was AB 776. Dr. Ravenholt, Clark 
County Health District, said this bill was of concern to 
them as at present they had no fee charges and with man
hours involved for inspection of hotels, restaurants, 
bars, etc. they needed to assess some fee. They have no 
definite fee schedule in mind, but it would be on a 
graduated scale according to the size of the building, 
amount of time involved, etc. The fees now assessed 
are charged under county ordnances and the local boards 
of health should have this authority • 
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AB 883 was discussed next. Dr. Ravenholt again appeared 
in support of the bill. They are asking that the fee 
for physical examinations for food handlers be raised 
from $2 to $4 because the present cost of these examinations 
to the Health Department is approximately $3. If the 
fee is raised they would require an examination only 
every two years instead of every 12 months. The raise 
in price would cover the cost of the permit card, but would 
cost the food handlers no more since the examination 
would be required only once in 2 years. 

AB 891. Assemblyman Jean Ford appeared in support, 
and stated that since AB119 had repealed the family 
planning services and population research law, she 
felt AB 891 was necessary .. as the State should be involved 
in some way in family planning services. This research 
program is going on now, but it should be coordinated 
and passed to all interested persons. The bureau that 
is to be designated by the State Board of Health in no 
way creates a new department and there will be no fiscal 
note. Section 6 will take some time, but they are planning 
more for the future in the hope of getting Federal funds 
as explained in Section 7. 

Donna Dixon also appeared in support of AB 891. Now is 
the time for Nevada to start a plan for population and 
family planning research. HEW has contacted her to write 
a contract and research these areas and she can give 
Health Department results of her efforts. 

Orville Wahrenbrock, Department of Health, also supported 
the bill. 

Mr. Wahrenbrock also appeared in support O·f AB 807, and 
explained it was only to make Southern Nevada children's 
home in Boulder City a separate division in the Department 
of Health, Welfare and Rehabilitation, and make the 
Superintendent there a full Superintendent instead of 
an Assistant. 

This ended the discussion of the various bills. 

Committee action: 

PASSED: AB 807, AB 891, AB 883, AB 776 
AMEND & PASS AS AMENDED AB 806 

Please see vote tally sheets attached and made a part of 
these minutes • 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jane Dunne, Secretary 
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ASSEMBLY 3 

AGENDA FOR CONMITTEE ON HEALTH & WELFARE 

• Wednesday 
Date April 1J, J 973 Time 7: 00 a.m. Room_..;;:2:...:4:..:0:...-___ _ 

Bills or Resolutions 
to be considered 

AB 806 

AB 77.6 

AB 883 

AB 891 

• 

Subject 

Extends provision for drug abuse treatment 
under certain circumstances and prohibits 
disclosure of any information relating 
thereto. 

' 
Permits local boards of health to adopt 
fee schedules for health permits and 
licenses. 

Increases fee and time period limitations 
in any ordinance requiring physical 
examination for food handlers. 

Enacts Family Planning and Population 
Research Act • 

*Please do not ask for counsel unless necessary. 

Counsel 
requested* 
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DATE April 11. , 1973 

\ 

57TH NEVADA LI.:GISL.1\TURE 

HEALTH AHD \·:ELF!\RE CO:•1~UTTEE 
LEGISL,\TI0:1 ,\CTIO:? 

303 

SUBJECT AB 807 -....;;..;=--"---------------------------------

MOTION: 

Do Pass x Amend Indefinitely Postpone Reconsider --
Moved By .. ~ • .qetto ·- . Seconded by ----=-,,.------

Mr. Wittenberg 
-1o---------------------

AMENDMENT: 

Moved By --------- Seconded By 

AMENDi-1ENT: 

Moved By Seconded By 

MOTION AMEND AMEND 

VOTE: Yes No Yes No Yes No -
Bennett, M. X 

Craddock, R. X 
Hickey, T. X 
Wittenberg, A. X -Fry, L. J. 
Getto, v. X 
McNeel, R • 

,, 
Not voting 

. 
6 TALLY: 

Original Motion: Passed xx Defeated Withdrawn 

Amended & Passed Amended & Defeated 

Amended & Passed Amended & Defeated 

Attach to Minutes 4-11-73 
. 

(Datcj 
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DATE 4-11-73 

SUBJECT AB 891 

MOTION: 

Do Pass x Amend 

\ 

57TH NEVl\Dl\ LLGISLJ\TURE 

HEALTH Nm t·:r-:LF.l\RE co:-~~HTTEE 
LEGISL..\TIO~J ,\CTIO:l 

Reconsider Indefinitely Postpone --
Mr. Bennett 

30-1 

Moved ByM1.C~a~qo_c-k ____ ......._ ____ Seconded by -i:,......., ........ -. ___________ _ 

AMEND:,1ENT : 

AMENDHENT: 

VOTE: 

Bennett, H. 
Craddock, R. 
Hickey, T. 
Wittenberg, A. 
Fry, L. 
Getto, v. 
McNeel, R. 

TALLY: 

Moved By --------- Seconded By 

Moved By 

MOTION 

Seconded By 

AMEND 

Yes No Yes No 

X 

X 
X 

X 

....2C.....-
X ,, 

X 

5 2 

AMEND 

Yes No 

Original Motion: Passed Defeated ----X Withdrawn ---- ---
Amended & Defeated -------

• 
Amended & Passed 

Amended & Passed Amended & Defeated -------
Attach to Minutes 4-11-73 ----.c=n-a.,..t_c..,.) __ _ 
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57TH NEVJ\DJ\ LEGISLJ\TURE 

HEALTH /\!JD h'ELFi\RS co:-~~UTTEE 
LEGISL,\TIO:J ,\CTIO:I 

DATE April 11, 197 3 . 

SUBJECT AB 883 

MOTION: 

X Amend Indefinitely Postpone Reconsider --' 
Do Pass 

Moved By 

AMEND:1:SNT : 

Mr. Hickey . . { Seconded by ~- Wittenberg 

AMEND~1ENT : 

VOTE: 

Bennett, M. 
Craddock, R. 
Hickey, T. 
Wittenberg, A. 
Fry, L. 
Getto, v. 
McNeel, R. 

TALLY: 

_.. ___ _..._ ___ _ _..,,.., 

Moved By --------- Seconded By 

Moved By 

MOTION 

Yes 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Xv 
x 
7 

No Yes 

0 

Seconded By 

AMEND 

No 

AMEND 

Yes 

Withdrawn 

No 

Original Motion: Passed xx Defeated ------ ---- ---
Amended & Defeated -------

• 
Amended & Passed 

Amended & Passed Amended & Defeated -------
Attach to Minutes 4-11-73 -----.("::"D_a..,...t_e.,..) __ _ 
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DATE April 11, 1973 

\ 
57TH NEVADA LEGISLATURE 

HEALTH AND WELFARE co:-1~UTTEE 
LEGISLATION ACTIO~ 

SUBJECT AB 776 --------------------------------

MOTION: 

Do Pass x Amend Indefinitely Postpone Reconsider --
Moved By I M}:" •. Hci_c_.~,__,e-=y=~-Fi_----

AMENDMENT: 

Seconded by r-µ-. ~itt~nberg 

AMENDMENT: 

VOTE: 

Bennett, M. 
Craddock, R. 
Hickey, T. 
Wittenberg, A. 
Fry, L. 
Getto, v. 
McNeel, · R. 

TALLY: 

Moved By ---------- Seconded By 

Moved 

Yes 

X 

X 

x 
x , 

..A· 
x :, 

.,,,x 

7 

By 

MOTION 

No Yes 

Seconded By 

AMEND 

No 

Defeated 

AMEND 

Yes 

Withdrawn 

No 

0 

Original Motion: Passed x ---- ---- ---
Amended & Passed 

Amended & Passed 
--------

Attach to Minutes 4-11-73 

Amended & Defeated 

Amended & Defeated 

___ (_D_a_t_e_) __ _ 
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DATE 

SUBJECT 

MOTION: 

Afjrifflll, 1973 

AB 806 

\ 
57TH NEVADA LEGISLATURE 

HEALTH AND lvELFARE co:-r.nTTEE 
LEGISLATION ACTION 

AMEND & DO PASS AS AMENDED XXXX 
Reconsider Do Pass Amend __ Indefinitely Postpone --

307 

Moved By tM~ •. Witte_n_be....:;.uf-_q _____ Seconded by Mr,.b~.--H-i=·c~k_e~Y.._~.~,-------

AMENDMENT: 

Moved By Seconded By 

AMENDMENT: 

Moved By Seconded By 

MOTION AMEND AMEND 

VOTE: Yes No Yes No Yes No 

Bennett, M. X 

Craddock, R. x 
Hickey, T. X 
Wittenberg, A. x 
Fry, L. _x. -Getto, v. 
McNeel, · R. 

X. :, -.x -
TALLY: 7 0 

Original Motion: Passed X Defeated Withdrawn 

Amended & Passed Amended & Defeated 

Amended & Passed Amended & Defeated 

Attach to Minutes 4-11-73 
(Date) 
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Honorable Zelvin D. Low~n 
Assemblyman, Clark County No. 4 
L~gisfotive Office Bui ldlng 
Carson City, Nevada 89701 

Dear ZeL 

February 22, 1973 

You requested further advice regarding the United States Government's 
rules .:ind regulations on the confidentiality of drug abuse pctient records. In parti
cular, yuu wished to know the effect of the rules on !'iRS 129.050. 

NRS 129. 050 permits a physician to treat minor drug pati_ents without their 
parents' consent. However, the doctor must report the tr~atment within a reasonable 
time to the minors 1 parents. In addition, the statute exti::nds civil and criminal lia
bility immunity to the physician rendering such treatment. 

Both the Rules and Regulations for Confidentiality of Drug Abuse Patient 'i · \ · · 
Records (37 Fed~ Reg. 24636 (1972}) and its enabling legislation (21 U.S.C. § 1101, 
et seq.) provide for absolute confidentiality cf drug abuse patient treatment. There 
is no distinction between minors and adults; confidentiality is absolute. Sine& con
fidentiality Is provided for and an abuse of that confidentiality is made a criminal 
offense punishable by a. fine of $50-8 for the first offense and $5,000 for each subseq
uent offense (21 U.S .. C. I 1175(e}}, absolute civil and criminal liability Immunity ls 
implied in the act of Congress and the.Rules and Regulations. 

Sin~1 as stated ln my earUe~ letter of January 31, 1973., the feo~ral statute· 
-i!nd rules apply to aH federal, state, local government and privat~ drug abuse treat
ment programs that are federally funded or federally licensed, NRS 129.050 is pre
empted by the federal statute and rules insofar as a federally funded or licensed state, 
local government or private drug abuse treatment program is involved. For these 
programs further st=lte legislation is not needed. However, tn order to achieve ab
solute confidentiality and liability immunity, state legislation would be needed for all 
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Honorabla ze,vin 0. Lowman 
February 22, i 973 
Page Two 

non-federaUy funded or licensed state, local government or private drug abuse treat
ment progntms. 

RL;dk: rmf 

A 

' t: 
'\ 

~ :~, 
,, 

Sincerely, 
t, 
I 
·ROBERT UST 
1Attorney General 

', 
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674 N. ARLINGTON A VE. 
RENO, NEV ADA 89503 

Apw. 6, 1973 

~YCHIATmCA~OCIATESOFRENO 
F. WILUAMALLPORT,M.D. 

DONALD A. MOLDE, M.D . 
moMAS R. STAPLETON, M.D. 

M.6 emblyma.n Ma.Ju on Bennett 
Chiu.Jr.man Health Wel6Me Commlttee 
401 S. CM.6on 
CM.6on Cay, Nevada 
89701 

Re: M.6embly Bili. AB806 

VeaA A.6-0emblyma.n Bennett: 

Thl6 lettvr. 1.6 to indicate my cuppo!Lt 6on e,e.Jr.ta.,ln 6e,a,;tunu 06 AB806. 
The pnov1.61on a.Uow,i.ng 6on eon61dentiaLUy 06 neeond.6 1n dJc.ug .tftea:t
men.t: pnognam.6 1.6,1n my op1n1on, a .6ound one. Any fund 06 .tftea..tmen:t 
pnognam .6hould k.eep neeond.6 a.6 one 06 il.6 6unc.tionc 06 .tftea:tmen.t:. 
Thue nee.a¼ 1.ihould be eon61dent.-i.a.l and thvr.e 1.6, e,e.Jr.ta.,lnly, a 
.tftaciltion 1n that nupect 1n mediune today. In the .6pec..,i.a,i Mea 
06 dtwg abcu,e, the eon61dentiaLUy ma.:ttvr. beeomu even mane e.6.6en
.t£o.1. and neeu1.>My. Thvr.e6one, I 1.iuppo!Lt e6 6o1Lt!.i to a b:taJ,n 1.iueh 
eon61den.t:,[a£.J..ty and agnee that the eon61den.t£a1.J..ty chould be 1.iub-
1.itan.t:,[al and .6hould be nevoeable only by .60me fund 06 Cou!Lt ondvr.ed 
pnoeu-0. 

TELEPHONE 
786-2865 

I alflo .6uppo!Lt the pnov1.61on wh1eh would allow the .tfte.a.tmen.t: 06 m1noM 
wilhout paAental eoncen.t: 1n the .6enc,i.tive Mea 06 dJc.ug abcu,e. Beea.uJ.ie 
06 eommun1ea;t,i.onc pnoblem1.i w/.ii..c.h 6nequenily ewt 1n 6amiliu whvr.e 
dnug abcu,,ing yoang_ 6amily membeM nu1de, il .6ometimu 1.6 neee.6.6MY 
to ~ngti.ge the young peMon 1n a .tftea.:tmen.t: pnognam 1n the ab.6enee 06 
hl6 having 6ully eommun1ea:ted to hl6 paAent.6 the detail-0 and extent 
06 hl6 expvr.,[enee. A-0 a poUey ma.:ttvr., 1nfl:tU.u.:ti.on1.i doing thl6 
fund 06 wonk. wilh young people hope6uUy will act nupon1.i1bly and 
eMe6ully 1n k.eep1ng the pMen.t:.6 1n601r,med a.6 much a.6 po1.>-01ble and 
1n 1.ieefung thw adv1.6e and eon1.iu.e.tation a:t vaA1ocu, po,i.nu along the 
way. Howevvr., the ba.61e law .6till 1.6 nequ,i.Jr,ed to allow .tfte.a.tment to 
pnoeeed a.6 nap1dly and e661uenily a.6 po.61.>lble. 

Rupec..t6uU.y .6ubm1tted, 

µ-vci,..J)_(}.:,(\~-
Vonald A. Molde, M.V. 

VAM/ue 
C,C, 




