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Assembly
HEALTH & WELFARE COMMITTEE MINUTES

APRIL-11, 1973

MEMBERS PRESENT: BENNETT, HICKEY, FRY, GETTO, WITTENBERG,
CRADDOCK, McNEEL

MEMBERS ABSENT: None

GUESTS: Alice Brown, DETRAP, Reno
Keith L. Lee, Omega House, Reno
Marcia Giller, EMS Council
Jim Holdridge, EMS Council
Donna J. Dixon
Otto Ravenholt, Clark Co. Health Dist.
Robert E. Edmondson, Comp. Health Planning
Thomas E. Wilson, Comp. Health Planning
Orville Wahrenbrock, Dept of H.W.R.

Meeting called to order at 7:15 a.m. by Chairman Bennett.
The first bill to be discussed was AB 806.

Mr. Keith Lee of the Omega House in Reno appeared in
support of bill. Its purpose is to amend existing statue
to provide immunity not only to physicians, surgeons,
hospitals, etc., but any health and care facility which

is treating drug abuse or related illness. This amend-
ment is also to bring the State law in line with the
Federal law (92-255-408) in order to obtain Federal funds.
Mr. Lee read a letter from Attorney General Robert List

to Assemblyman Lowman, a copy of which is marked Exhibit A
and made a part of these minutes. He also read a letter
from Dr. Donal A. Molde, Psychiatric Associates of Reno,
to Chairman Bennett, which is marked Exhibit B and attached
hereto.

The next bill discussed was AB 776. Dr. Ravenholt, Clark
County Health District, said this bill was of concern to
them as at present they had no fee charges and with man-
hours involved for inspection of hotels, restaurants,
bars, etc. they needed to assess some fee. They have no
definite fee schedule in mind, but it would be on a
graduated scale according to the size of the building,
amount of time involved, etc. The fees now assessed

are charged under county ordnances and the local boards
of health should have this authority.
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AB 883 was discussed next. Dr. Ravenholt again appeared

in support of the bill. They are asking that the fee

for physical examinations for food handlers be raised

from $2 to $4 because the present cost of these examinations
to the Health Department is approximately $3. If the

fee is raised they would require an examination only

every two years instead of every 12 months. The raise

in price would cover the cost of the permit card, but would
cost the food handlers no more since the examination

would be required only once in 2 years.

AB 891. Assemblyman Jean Ford appeared in support,

and stated that since ABll9 had repealed the family
planning services and population research law, she

felt AB 891 was necessary.as the State should be involved
in some way in family planning services. This research
program is going on now, but it should be coordinated

and passed to all interested persons. The bureau that

is to be designated by the State Board of Health in no
way creates a new department and there will be no fiscal
note. Section 6 will take some time, but they are planning
more for the future in the hope of getting Federal funds
as explained in Section 7.

Donna Dixon also appeared in support of AB 891. Now is
the time for Nevada to start a plan for population and
family planning research. HEW has contacted her to write
a contract and research these areas and she can give
Health Department results of her efforts.

Orville Wahrenbrock, Department of Health, also supported
the bill.

Mr. Wahrenbrock also appeared in support of AB 807, and
explained it was only to make Southern Nevada children's
home in Boulder City a separate division in the Department
of Health, Welfare and Rehabilitation, and make the
Superintendent there a full Superintendent instead of

an Assistant.

This ended the discussion of the various bills.

Committee action:

PASSED: AB 807, AB 891, AB 883, AB 776

AMEND & PASS AS AMENDED AB 806
Please see vote tally sheets attached and made a part of
these minutes.

Respectfully submitted,

Jane Dunne, Secretary
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.ASSEMBLY 3

AGENDA FOR COMMITTEL ON HEALTH & WELFARE

. Wednesday .
. Date_apri] 311, 1973 Time 7:00 a.m. Room__ 240
Bills or Resolutions ‘ Counsel
to be considered Subject reguested*
AB 806 Extends provision for drug abuse treatment

. under certain circumstances and prohibits
disclosure of any information relating
thereto.

AB 776 Permits local boards of health to adopt
fee schedules for health permits and
-licenses.

AB 883 Increases fee and time period limitations
in any ordinance requiring physical
examination for food handlers.

AB 891 Enacts Family Planning and Population
‘ Research Act.

°

*pPlease do not ask for counsel unless necessary.

-



57TH NEVADA LEGISLATURE

HEALTH AND WELTFARE COMMITTEE 303
LEGISLATION ACTION
DATE April 11,.1973
SUBJECT AB 807 ‘
MOTION:
Do Pass ¥  Amend ___ Ihdefinitely Postpone ____ Reconsider --
Moved By , Mr.-Getto Seconded by ,,VMf_-‘,Wif*%er,llzerg
AMENDMENT :
Moved By Secondea By
AMENDMENT :
Moved By éeconded By
MOTION AMEND AMEND
VOTE: Yes No Yes No Yes NS
Bennett, M. X —
Craddock, R. X e
Hickey, T. X -
Wittenberg, A. X .
Fry, L. _X —
ﬁiﬁiﬁi,vi‘. S Not F5Eing I
" TALLY: .6 ) |
Original Motion: Passed XX Defeated Withdrawn
Amendéd & Passed Amended & Defeated |
Amended & Passed Amended & Defeated
4-11—73

Attach to @inutes

(Date)
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HEALTH AWD WELFARE COMMITTEE 301
LEGISLATION ACTION

. DATE 4-11-73

SUBJECT

AB 891

MOTION:
Do Pass X Amend Ihdefinitely Postpone Reconsider -~

Moved ByMry.Cradqock Seconded by Mr. Bennett

\

AMENDMENT :

Moved By Seconded By
AMENDMENT :
Moved By ' Seconded By
MOTION AMEND AMEND
VOTE: Yes No Yes No Yes No
Bennett, M. X
Craddock, R. %
Hickey, T. X
Wittenberg, A. X
Fry, L. X,
Getto, V. X :
McNeel, R. X
" PALLY: -5 .
Original Motion: Passed X Defeated Withdrawn
Amended & Passed Amended & Defeated
Amended & Passed Amended & Defeated

Attach to ﬂinutes 4-11-73
(Date)
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HEALTH AND WELFARE COHMITTEE

LEGISLATION ACTION

. DATE  April 11, 1973

SUBJECT AB 883

MOTION:

Do pass X Amend Ihdefinitely Postpone Reconsider --~

Moved By 3;._g1c§e¥d Seconded by Mr. Wittenberg
AMENDMENT:
Moved By Seconded By
AMENDMENT :
Moved By ‘Seconded By
MOTION AMEND AMEND
VOTE: Yes No Yes No Yes No
Bennett, M. X
Craddock, R. X )
Hickey, T. X —_—
Wittenberg, A. X
Fry, L. X
Getto, V. X
McNeel, R. X
© TALLY: .7 . 0

Original Motion: Passed xx

Amended & Passed

Amended & Defeated

Amended & Passed

Attach to Minutes 4-11-73

Defeated Withdrawn

Amended & Defeated

(Pate)
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HEALTH AND WELFARE COMMITTEE

LEGISLATION ACTIOXN

_ DATE April 11, 1973 -

SUBJECT AB 776

MOTION:
Do Pass X Amend

Moved By ; Mr. Hickey .,

Ihdefinitely Postpone Reconsider --

Seconded by Mr. Wittenberg

AMENDMENT :
Moved By Seconded By
AMENDMENT :
[
Moved By éeconded By
MOTION AMEND AMEND
VOTE: Yes No Yes No Yes No
Bennett, M. X —
Craddock, R. X —
Hickey, T. X -
Wittenberg, A. X -
Fry, L. x._ -
MoNeel, R, e —
" TALLY: 7 0
Original Motion: Passed X Defeated Withdrawn
Amended & Passed Amended & DefeatedbvjA  :;w
_ Amended & Passed Amended & Defeated o
@ | |
Attach to Minutes 4-11-73

(Date)_



HEALTH AND WELFARE COMMITTEE
LEGISLATION ACTION

DATE Apr&lsll, 1973

57TH NEVADA LEGISLATURE 307

SUBJECT AB 806
MOTION:
AMEND & DO PASS AS AMENDED XXXX _
Do Pass Amend Indefinitely Postpone Reconsider -~
Moved By Mr. Wittenberg Seconded by Mg, Hickey ..
AMENDMENT :
Moved By Seconded By
AMENDMENT :
Moved By ' ‘Seconded By
MOTION AMEND AMEND
VOTE: Yes No Yes No Yes No
Bennett, M. X
Craddock, R. X
Hickey, T. X
Wittenberg, A. X
Fry ! L . __K N ————
Getto, V. %
McNeel, R. X
" TALLY: 7 . 0
Original Motion: Passed x Defeated Withdrawn
Amended & Passed Amended & Defeated
Amended & Passed Amended & Defeated

Attach to Minutes 4-11-73
(Date)
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February 22, 1873

Honorabla Zalvin D. Lowman :
Assemblyman, Clark County No. 8 |
Legislative Office Building 5
Carscn City, Nevada 88701

: Dea‘r Zai:

You f'equested further advice regarding the United Siates Government's
rules and regulaticns on the confidentiality of drug abuse patient records. In parti-
cular, you wished to know the effect of the rules on NRS 129.050.

MRS 129.050 permits a physician to treat minor drug patients without their
parents' consent. Howesver, the doctor must report the treatment within a reasonable
time to the minors’ parents. In addition, the statute extends civil and criminal lia-
bility immunity to the physician rendering such treatment.

Eoth the Rules and RegulaticnS for Confidentiality of Drug Abuse Patient Yy

Records (37 Fed. Reg. 24636 {1972}) and its enabling legisiation (21 U.S.C. 8 1101,
et seq.) provide for absolute confldentiality of drug abuse patient treatment. There
is no distinction between minors and aduits; confidentizlity is absolute. Sinca con-
fidentiality is provided for and an abuse cf that confidentiality is made 2 criminal
offense punishabie by a fine of $500 for the first offense and $5,000 for each subseg~
uent offense (21 U.S.C. § 1175(e}}, absolute civil and criminal liability Immunity is
impilied in the act of Congress and tha Rules and Regulaticns. ‘

Since, as stated in my earlier letter of January 31, 1973, the fao(:arai statute
end rules apply to all federal, state, local government and private drug abuse treat-
mant programs that are federally funded or federally licensed, NRS 129.050 is pre~
empted by the federai statute and rules insofar as a federally fundad or licensed state,
local government or private drug abuse treatment program s invelved. For these
programs further sicte legislation is not needed. However, In order lo achleve ab-
solute confidentiality and liability immunity, state legisiation would be needed for all
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rlonorable Zelvin D. Lowman
February 22, 1973
Page Two

non-federally funded or licensed siate, local government or private drug abuse treat-
_ment programs. ' ’ :

Sincerely,
i .

‘ROBERT LIST

‘Attorney General
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PSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATES OF RENO
F. WILLYAM ALLPORT, M.D.

674 N. ARLINGTON AVE. DONALD A. MOLDE, M.D. TELEPHONE
. RENO, NEVADA 89503 THOMAS R. STAPLETON, M.D. 786-2865
Aprnil 6, 1973

Assemblyman Marion Bennett
Chainman Health Welfare Committee
401 S. Canson

Carson City, Nevada

§9701

Re: Assembly BiLL ABS06
Dear Assemblyman Bennetit:

This Letten 48 to indicate my support forn certain features of AB§06.
The provision allowing for confidentiality of reconds in drug treat-
ment proghams ALs, in my opindion, a sound one. Any kind of trheatment
program should keep records as one of Lts functions of trheatment.
These reconds should be confidential and there is, cerntainly, a
traditéon in that nespect in medicine today. 1In the special area

. 04 drug abuse, the congidentiality matter becomes even more essen-
tal and necessarny. Therefore, 1 support efforts to obtain such
congidentiality and agree that the confidentiality should be sub-
stantial and should be revocable onby by some kind of Cournt ondered
process.

1 also support the provision which would allow the trheatment of minors
without parental consent in the sensitive area of drug abuse. Because
04 communications problLems which grequently exist in families where
dnug abusing yoong: family members nesdide, Lt sometimes L& necessarny
to engdge the young person in a treatment program in the absence of
his having fully communicated fo his parents the details and extent
04 his experience. As a policy matien, institutions doing this

kind of wornk with young people hopefully will act nesponsibly and
canefully Ain keeping the parents informed as much as possible and

in seeking thein advise and consuliation at various points along the
way. However, The basic Law sl L5 required to allow trheatment to
proceed as rapidly and efficiently as possible.

Respectfubly submitted,

et Ol

Donald A. Molde, M.D.

DAM/cie
9 ce





