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GOVERNHENT AFFAIRS C0~·1.MITTEE 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
MARCH 20, 1973 

MEMBERS PRESENT.: 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

CHAIRM .. :\.N DI~H 
VICE-CH1'.IR!·!A~J ULLOM 
ASSEMBLYMl'.N BROO.Ki~N 
ASSEMBLYMAN .MAY 
ASSEMBLYMA."l' SMITH 
ASSEMBLYMAN GETTO 
ASSEMBLYMAN GOJACK 
ASSEMBLYMAN FORD 

ASSEMBLYMAN YOUNG 

DAVID HOY, TRAILER COACH ASSOCIATION 
STEPHEN COLTER, COLTER TRAILER SALES 
DONALD JORDA11, i·I.ASHOE CITY PROPERTY mnrERS 
DAN QUINAN, STA.TE FIPE .r--L"I\RSHAL 
ELLOTT S1'..LTLER, DEPUTY ATTOR!-rEY GE~JERP..L 
BILL FARR, FIFE FIGHTEPB 
KEITH HENDRICKSON 
ED SILVA DEPT. OF MOTOR VECHICLES 
EDITH BEVIN, W.C.M.H.O. 
OTTO MC FARLAND 

The meeting ~-:as called to order by the chairman. 

AB 490 ~ Creates division of ~obile homes and travel trailers 
in Department of .Motor Vehicles. 

AB 658.- Enacts Nevada Mobile Ho~e Standards Law 

Mr. Hoy spoke -first/, exp1alning1 that his organization had 
worked hard on AB 490 which would add construction standards 
to the electrical, plumbing and heating standards already in 
effect in Nevada. He told the com ... ,nittee that his bill came 
about because of an ordinartce.t passed by the City_ of Las Vegas :.."
He stated that the Association had taken the City of Las. Vegas 
to court and had won the case, but felt that regulations 
on a state level were necessary. He opposed AB 658 because 
it would provide for third party irispecti·ons, and he felt that , 
third party inspections would be shiftillq the duties of the state> 
to someone else. He pointed our· AB 490 ~10uld do the following 
things: 10 create a 5 member board - 2 roembers from the dealers; 
2) 1 member from the general public; 3) 1 reember from fire services. 
It would pay for itself by fees paid by the dealers. It would 
control the contractors who work on mobile homes putting on 
skirts, etc. 
Mr. Hoy stated that AB 658 had technical errors in the drafting 
of the bill and he felt the bill as written was not workable. 
He said that he felt the Fire .Marshal did not have the 
technical knowledge to inspect trailers and if enforced would 
put the dealers out of business. 
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Mr. Colter told the corrJ11.i ttee he favored the· bill. 1'.s a dealer 
he wanted very much to see the unethical dealer regulated . 
He felt that AB 658 would be too expensive for the dealers 
and would not protect the buvers. . -
Donald Jorden of the t-rashoe County Property Owners _n,ssociation 
told the corrmittee that his organization favored P.B 490 1 
but suggested that it be amended to provide for two ~errbers of 
the general public and two dealers on the board. 

Edith Bevin, representing the \·:'as!i.oe County Mobile Hone Owners, 
told the committee that her organizatior. favored AB 490. 
She expressed concern for the resale value of ~obile homes 
if AB 658 were enacted. 

Bill Farr, repres~:n:ting.: ~- the Fire Fighters of the State, -
told the cor.mittee that it was there objective to see 
legislation passed which would adopt structural standards. 
He stated that the inspection was vital and that inspection 
at the factory was preferable to inspection after the mobile 
homes reach the State· would be more ·work. Settin9; up a 
new agency wa:s·not ne1.:essary in his view. He also stated that· 
this was a.problem that had to be handled on a state level: 

. . 
Mr. Quinan told the committee that it was his und!=rstanding 
that the Department of Hotor Vechicles did not ·want the 
responsibility of policing the rr..obile hon:e dealers in the 
State. Re stated that codes were his business and that 
he should be responsible to see that the codes were met. 
He explained that it was i~practical to hire inspectors to 
go to other states. It is r..ore economical to hire inspectoz:-s 
to inspect trailers at the factory. He said that AB 658 
did not propose to tear apart any trailers after construction. 
He underscored the problem of non-inspected trailers by_-:.- -
telling the committee that since the Legislature hegan, 
three people have died in fires in mobile homes in the State. 
He also stated that local inspections would have helped 
prevent these fires.• 

Elliott Saltler told the corriicittee that it was econor.:ica·lly 
impossible for the state to hire enough inspectors to inspect 
all the mobile homes brought into the state: At present we 
have to give an approval to any mobile home which has a seal. 
He told the committee that these seals were not valid because 
the inspectors in California do not inspect the ~obile hornes 
that are to be sent out of state. The saffie is true for other 
states. Nevada must have independent inspectors to provide 
this service for mobile homes rr.anufactured in other states
for export. He sited instances of serious fire dangers he 
had seen in various mobile ho~es. Ee r~commended the 
passage of AB 658. 
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Mr. Hendrickson told the co~mittce that a solution had to 
be worked out and he hoped the committee could cor:ie up with 
a bill that would solve the probler. 

Otto K. McFarland told the corrmittee that he was the one 
who started the ·whole thing by proposing the Las Vegas ordinance • 

. He said he had learned·a great deal about trailers and mobile 
homes since he proposed that ordinance and felt more strongly 
than ever that there has to be a way to enforce construction 
and other standards on mobile homes. He supported AB 658. 

Mr. Silva told the committee that the Department of rtotor 
Vechicles did not want the duties of policing the mobile 
home dealers. He stated they were not in a position to do 
the work. At present they have to transmit the work to other 
departments. He stated they felt that this was not a proper 
function for the Department of Motor Vechicles, which, as 
±he name suggests deals with moving objects, not rrobile 
homes. 

The chairman appointed a sub-committee of Asse~bly~en May 
and Getto and Keith Henderickson and David Hoy to present 
a recommendation to the corrmittee by March 23 on this rnatter • 

. ' ,,. 
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AGENDA FOR COMMITTEE ON GOVrP:mr:~!T l\FFl\IP.S - -· ------
Oat~. 3./ .. 2...,0.__ ______ Time 1: 15 PM Room __ 2_1_4 ____ _ 

.11s or Resolutions 
to be considered 

·-

( 

• 

AB 490 

AB 658 

• 

Subject 
Counsel 

recuested* 

Creates division of robile horr.es and travel 
trailers ln Departrr:ent of ~~otor Vehicles. 
Pertaining to mobile home standards. 

*Please do not ask for counsel unless ne_cessary. 




