
SENATE JUDICIARY COMHITTEE 

MINUTES 

Anril 20 • 19 71 

Chairman Nonroe called the meeting to order at 9:20 a.m. 

Committee Members Present: Chairman Hon roe 
Senator Close 
Senator Dodge 
Senator Foley 
Senator Swobe 
Senator Young 

Absent: 

Others Present: 

Senator Wilson 

Richard J. Edwards - Attorney• Highway Dept, 
Robert List - Attorney General 
Assemblyman HcKiss:tck 
How-ard E. Barrett - Administrative Director 
Dick Morgan - Nevada Education Association 
Grant Davis - Legislative Counsel Bureau 
Bob Gagnier - Executive Secretaey - Personnel 

A,B. #426 - Ado~ts extensive provisions relating to 
voting machines, 
Assemblyman Dreyer. 

Senator Dodge made a motion to "do r,ass," Senator Swobe seconded the 
motion. Motion carried, 

A,B, #809 - Relieves ~erson from child sup~ort payment if 
his visitation rights are denied. 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Senator Young made a motion to "kill" this bill. Senator Foley lleconded 
the motion, Motion carried. 

A.B. #384 - Increases monetary limit on sovereign liability and 
~rovides for waiver of such limit. 
Assemblyman McKiasick 

Hr. Richard G, Edwards, attorney for the Highway De,,artment testified for 
this bill. He said that in the event a ,1aintiff was precluded from suing 
the state• they would sue the elllt)loyee. He felt there is no way the state can 
satisfy that judgment, 

Mr. Bob Gagnier re~resenting the State Bm~loyees. informed the committee 
that Line 12 in Subsection 1 is incorrect. It should read: "may not exceed"~ 
He also stated they were very much in favor of the amendments ado~ted by the 
Assembly, 

Mr,. Bob List testified against this bill, He felt that there was an 
ambiguity between Line 3 in Section 1 and Line 13 in Section 2. He questioned 
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if the $100.000 referred to in Line 13 is the same judgment as the $100.000 
referred to on the i,receeding !)age; or whether this means $100 .ooo judgment 
against the state• and a second $100.000 judgment against the e~loyee, 

Hr, List stated that he thought if this amount is increased~ the State 
of Nevada will be in a lawsuit for everything filed• and there will be more 
cases filed because they will be getting larger awards. 

Hr. Howard Barrett• Administrative Director of the State• testified that 
the state carries liability insurance on automobiles and vehicles, We have 
$100.000 deductible u~ to $1.000,000. 

Assemblyman McK.issick testified that this increase would raise the rates 
about 11%, If TCID pays $10,000 for insurance now 1 if this bill ~asses they 
would be ~aying $11.100. 

Mr, Richard Horgan• Executive Director of the Nevada Education Associa­
tion testified on this bill also. He had several questions the committee 
answered for him. 

Senators Dodge, Foley and Young were reluctant to do anything with this 
bill in this short time. They felt the committee should take this up e~rly 
in the next session and see what they can do all the way around, Senator 
Young made a motion to "hold" this bill. Senator Swobe seconded the motion. 
Motion carried, 

A.B~ #457 - Provides for organization of county courts. 
Committee on Judiciary. 

* Senator Foley felt that this bill is not needed because s.J.R. #23 takes 
care of the initial i~lementation, He suggested we could take care of this 
when the next session begins. Senator Young was O'!')!)oaed to it because of the 
money it would cost to implement it 1 but felt it should be studied further in 
the interim, 

Senator Close felt this would really cause a ~roblem in Las Vegas. 

Senator Foley made a motion to "bucket" this bill, Senator Young 
seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was as follows: 

Yeas: 
Nays: 
Absent: 

Senators Close, Foley, Young and Chairman Monroe. (4) 
Senators Dodge and Swobe. (2) 

Senator Wilson. (1) 

Motion carried, 

A,B, #744 - Changes membershi? of Board of Pardons 
Commissioners if Constitution is amended 
in 1972, 
Assemblyman Fry. 

Senator Dodge suggested that we change the amount in Page 2. Line 10 
from $30,00 to $25 0 00, and provide a provision that not more than 2 a~?ointed 
membero from the ~ublic belong to the same ~olitical ~arty. Senator Foley 
suggested another amendment to ,rovide for a staggering system of a,,oint­
ments. 
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Senator Dl')dge made a motion to amend and ndo T'ass, 11 Senn tor Ynun3 
seconded the motion, Hotion carried. 

A,B. 1!301 - Codifies crimes of &nsault and aggravated assault. 
Assemblyman Fry, 

Senator Close read a letter from Bob List stating that the ~urpose of 
the bill is to broaden the definition of assault• and to provide a ~enalty 

)' 

of a misdemeanor for battery without a deadl~, wea!'lon, and a sroas m:tedemeanor 
for batte?"IJ with a deadly weapon. Senator Dodge was o-p!')osed to changing the 
definition of assault. He felt it is 11uestionable if we should begin to 
create new concepts on a definition of a crime. 

Grant Davie suggested retaining the existing definition of assault• and 
leaving the bill the way it is, 

Senator Dodge made a motion to amend and "do -pass.'' Senator Swobe 
seconded the motion. Hotion carried. 

A.J.R. 31 - Pror,oses to amend the Nevada Constitution by 
creating a criminal court of a~~eals. 
Assemblyman Torvinen. 

Senator Dodge stated that this should r,irobably be started on its way this 
session as an alternative in case S.J.R. 23 does not ~•ss. Then we could take 
another look at it next session, 

Senator Close felt that this should a~'PlY to both civil and criminal 
cases., 

Senator Young suggested changing the wording to "has been docketed" on 
Page 3, Line 4, 

Senator Dodge suggested offering an amendment on this bill and going to 
conference~ 

~ieeting adjourned at 10: 30 a.rn. 

Res~ectfully submitted, / 

/d;__w_J ~4'-k_~ 
Eilaen Wynkoo~, Sec<letary 

Ariproved: 
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