
SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 

March 22 • 19 71 

Chairman Monroe called the meeting to order at 8:45 a,m. 

Committee Members Present: 

Others Present: 

Chairman Monroe 
Senator Close 
Senator Foley 
Senator Dodge 
Senator Swobe 
Senator Wilson 
Senator Young 

Mr, Robert Groves - De~uty Attorney General 
Lou Paley - Nevada State AFL-CIO 
Lon Truell - Member of State Board of Pharmacy 
Frank Titus - Pharmacutical Association 
Mr, R, A. Hadley - District Attorney's Office 
Mrs. Gloria Handley - Welfare Di vision 

s.B. #314 - s,ecifies regulations for the labeling 
of prescriptive drugs. 
Committee on Labor. 

Mr, Robert Groves. Deputy Attorney General re~resenting the State Board 
of Pharmacy testified that the Board ia Ol)posed to this bill. They feel the 
re1.uirements are totally unworkable and would have r,ractical and r,sychological 
disadvantages to the patient, He stated that the requirement that the generic 
or trade name a~pear on the prescri~tion is not a difficult one as it ia con
tained elsewhere in the law and is included as an amendment to A,B. #617~ 
They do feel that it would serve no ~ractical pur,,ose, 

The difficulty arises from the requirement that the ~rescri,tion label 
contain the possible side effects of the drug. From a mechanical stand~oint 
it is ~hysically impossible to ~ut this on the prescription label. He also 
stated that with the great drug problem we are having with young peonle• and 
the fact that young ,eople know a great deal about drugs and their ~otential 
use. if we name the drugs on the label they will identify the drug and what 
kicks they can get out of it, Also there are a number of new com~ounds which 
could be put together with three or four other drugs. and if this bill passed• 
the label would have to state the side effects of all those drugs. 

Mr, Lon Truell a member of State Board of Pharmacy added that it would be 
economically impossible to function wder this bill since the time involved 
in ty~ing these labels would be extraordinary, They would have to ty?e the 
label several times in the case of a ~rescri~tion which could be renewed, or 
if the container were lost, 

Lou Paley. re~resenting the Nevada State AFL-CIO testified as a proponent 
of this bill. He re~uested this bill because he felt the peo~le should know 
what drugs they are taking. 
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Senator Dodge felt that what llr, Pnley was trying to get at should be 
the resy,onsibili ty of the doctor, not the !'harmacist. 

Mr~ Frank Titus of the Pharmacutical Association testified that they are 
de£initely against this legislation. One reason ie that most drug com~anies 
wi11 be using code numbers on the ~ills themselves to indicate what it is 
composed of. 

Senator Dodge made a motion to "kill" this bill. Senator Young seconded 
the motion. The committee voted as follows: 

Yeas: Chtd.rrnan Honroe. Senators Dr,dgeJ Close• Young and Swobe. (5) 
Nays: Senators Wilsi,n and Foley (2) 

Motion carried. 

s.B~ #238 - Makes infliction of traumatic injury on woman 
or child a felony. 
Senator Swobe. 

Mr, R~ A, Hadley of the District Attorney•s Office and Mrs. Gloria Handley 
of the Welfare Division testified on this bill .. 

Hr, Hadley ex-plained that the scope of this bill covers a broader class 
of individuals who might be subject to the sanctions with the words "any r,erson" 
than s,B. 11333, 

s.B. #333 - Provides additional penalty for child 
abuse and neglect, 
Comm! t tee on Judiciar:, .. 

Mr~ Hadley felt that this bill a~~ears to be a little broader. and covers 
this situation far better than S,B, #238, He suggested combining the best 
provisions of both bills, 

Senator Dodge ~ointed out that S,B, #238 is a felony• and this bill is a 
gross misdemeanor. Senator Wilson felt that we should go with a gross mia
demeanor and the judge would have the 013tion to raise it to a felon7 if the 
d.rcumetances warrant it. 

Grant Davis will draft an amendment to this bill, and incorr,orate the 
,revisions of s,B, #238, and include the amendment reque9ted by the Christian 
Scient:lsts which was discussed on Harch 18, 

S.B, #496 - Provides for renorts of child abuse by 
member of ~ublic and grants immunity. 
Senator Wilson, 

Senator Wilson e,q,lained to Hr, Haley that Dr, Pickering had been before 
the committee and suggegted amending this bill to make re~orting mandatory~ 
Mr. Hadley re~lied that there is ~resently certain hesitancy. even amons 
doctors, to re~ort these cases. Senator Wilson said that Dr. Pickering <'!lso 
made a suggestion that in order to encourage renorting, the re!')ort be made to 
the county health and Welfare department who would in turn rer,ort to law 
enforcement agencies., Hr. Hadley felt thia would encourage renortingt and 
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Mrs. Handley from the Welfare Division felt this might make more ~eo~le 
willing to re~ort. 

Senator Dodge felt that we should not include the ~rovision suggested 
for mandating the ~ublic to re~ort, and just go with the immunity provision. 
He said that the average ~erson does not know what the law is. and it would 
be lttlfair to mandate them and impose a penalty for failure to re~ort. Mr. 
Hadley agreed and added that most members of the public don't know what 
neglect is, they know something is wrong, but don't know how to define it. 

Senator Close felt that to give the ~eo,le re~orting immunity is worth
while, but to com,el them to re~ort is tantamount to a lot of ~roblems from 
over-anxious• nosey and interferring neighbors wha will harass and embarrass 
their neighbors by having the ~olice investigate. Senator Wilson reminded 
the committee that Dr. Pickering urged that this bill be stronger to get a 
handle on those ~eo~le who did not want to get involved. 

The committee then discussed whether the re~ort should go in the first 
instance to the welfare agency or the law enforcement agencies, It was 
decided that it would be left o~tional, with a ~rovision that the agency 
first informed would inform the other agency. 

Amendments will be drafted on this bill, 

s.B. #569 - Provides for notice to Welfare Division before 
child can be removed from its custody on tem~orary 
guardianshi~ order. 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Mr. Hadley testified that this bill was requested by the Welfare Division 
because of a conflict between the district court judges and the Welfare 
Division about making orders for the benefit of children, and the attitude of 
the Welfare Division regarding their ~riorities over children placed for 
ado~tion. Mrs. Handley testified that they are asking for notification that 
there are guardianship ,roceedings pending and the court determines that they 
are not able to have custody. She said the Welfare Division is faced with the 
,roblem of ~roviding the best homes for foster children. The foster ~•rents 
are only given res~onsibility for the care of the child• but feel they have 
vested rights to the children, 

Senator Dodge suggested amending this bill to give notice going to Welfare 
De!"artment when there is a !)etition for guardianshiy,• whether temporary or 
rermanent, with a ~rovision that ~ending the decision of the court on that 
petition. Welfare would maintain status quo pertaining to the ~hysical custody 
of the child. 

Grant Davia will draft the amendments to this bill, 

Meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted• 
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Eileen W~,nkoor,,, Secretary 1./ 

An!lroved: 




