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Senate

COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERKMENUTS

Minutes of Meeting - Mareh 31, 1871

The thirty-second mecting of the Committee on Federal,
State and Loeal Governmants was held on the 3Iist day of
Mareh, 1971.

Committee members present: James I. Gibson
Carl P, Dodge
Lee Walker
Warren L. Monroe
Chie Hecht
Stan Drakulich
Coe Swobe

Also pressnt wereg

B1ll Haneock, State Flanning Board

Juanita Blankenship, Administrative Analyst, Clark County
Ty Hilbrecht, Assemblyman

Pather Lewilis Vitall

John Meder, Carson Clty Bosrd of 3upsrviaocrs

Roy Pagni, Washoe County Commissloner

Dave Henry, Clark County Administrator

Cs B, Kinnison, ¥ashoe County Manager

William Hadley, District Attorney's Office, Washoe
Shirley Richards, Welfare 0ffice, Washoce

Lou Paley, CIC

Howard Uray, Attorney

Jos Anderson, State Librarian

Linda Newman, Librarilan, University of Nevada
Jack Cunningham

Press

Chairman Glbson called the meeting to order at 3:00 P.M,
Saveral matters vwers hefore the committes for consideration.

AB~687 Authorizes gity of Yerington to improve, equip
1tas sanitary sewer aystem and water system and
to issue general obligation bonds and other
general oblilgation sesurities for such projesct,

An earllier hearing was held on AB«8837 at which time the
sommittee heard detalled testimony., Chairman Gibson further
explained that this proposal does provide for an election,
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AB-H67  Transfers responsibility for issuling billboard
permlts {rom county elerk to county building
inapsctor,

Mr, Kinnison of Washoe County noted that this proposal canme
from the county asscecistion and was not requested by the county
of Washoe, Mr, Cunningham apoke in support of AB-H67 stating
that this responsibility should be with the gounty building
inspector,

8B~£20  Permits State Planning Board to authoprize change
orders less than certaln percent of contract
prige.

Mr, Hancock explained that the change this makes in the 3tate
Planning Board Act is to authorize change orders to contracts
not to exceed 10% of the total contract price, Two reasons
for the addition to this aets (1) the attorney general has
sdvised that under Nevada law there 1s a lot of case law

that indleates that 1f you modify & contract by change order
over 10% you are substantislly changing the terms of the
eontract and this nmay result in one of the unsuccesaful
bldders protesting the contract, and (2} the leglslative
auditors have questioned past contract proceduraes, and thils
would clarify the law making it a more workable procedurs

AB-215 Establishes a dlsstribution center within the
State Library for state publications.

Hr. Anderson, State Librarian, and Miss Linda Newman, Librarlan
at the University ol Nevads in Renc, both appeared as witnesses
to testify on AB-21%5, Mr. Anderson testified that the principal
‘effect of this bpill would be to allew an orderly organization
for publie use of thia form of the public record and simply
make it available to the Washoe eounty arsa on a depository .
basis, as well as the Elko county area and Clark county. It
wlll also assure %o the state library agency that the eollection
of theae kinds of materials wlll be as complete az possible,
and re~enforces thelr ability to exchange with the regicﬂal
and national depositories.

AB=b Creates position of ombudsman,

Mr, Hilbrecht gave a summary of the reasons why he felt this
would be of benefit to the State of Nevada, This blll, in
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effect, creates the position of ombudsman for the state,
which was introduced and defeated in the 1967 session,
Sinece that time HMr, Hilbrecht has attended a weastern cofi-
ference on the ombudsman and learned that there are several
states, citles and loecal political subdivisions that have
adopted an ombudaman office, The citles of Buffalo and

s§? Diege have both had considerable experience with this
office.

The ombudsman coneept is simply to provide by establishing

a specific offlce, a source of access to the government for
pacple who feel that they have been wronged by an administrative
aot of the governmant., The experlence of those entitlesm that
have adopted this office has been very satisfactory. Ons

reason this is partlcularly timely in this state le pointed

up by the problems with welfare, wherein the ombudsmen, if

in effaot, sould have clarifled some of the problems on both
sldes,

Juanita Blankenship of Clark county, spoke in support of AB=H,
stating that this iz a fallsafe device which signals male
functions in the primary mechanism whieh would help to prevent
disasier, and the welfare situation 1z &8 very good example

of this.

There was further discussion of this proposal. HMr, Hilbrecht
referred to a written statemant from Mr, MeDonald whieh
indleated that there would be office space aveilable in the
legislative counsel building and that the ombudsman would
have mccess to the resesarch bureau as well as available

legal help. Senator Honroe questicned az to what guarantee
there would be that this office could be kept out of politics?
Mr., Hilbrecht explained that there are safeguardes written
into the proposal whioch would prevent that. He would be

paid & high salary, no one could be appointed to that office
who had been in the legislature within the past four years,
nor eould he have held publlie office. Also he can only be
removed by a 2/3rds vote in each house,

Mr. Hilbrecht left a copy of the Hawall report as well as
other material for the committee to study on this matter,

AB~13 Requires maintenance of separately located
offices by members of Nevada Industrial Commisaion,

Mr, Paley, representing the CIO, testified that he stands in
opposition to AB-13, Mr, Howard Qray also testified that he
opposes this bill and feels that it would only confuse things
and make it harder from an econcmie standpoint to have a smooth
running commission,
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$B-614 Amends law relating to county sid to indigents,

Ce By, Kinnison, Washoe County Manager, along with Hrs,.
Richards of the Washoe Welfare Office, and ¥Mr, Hadley of

the Washoe Distrlet Attorney's office, &1l came forward to
tastify in support of SB-6184., Hr. Kinnison stated that

this should have been done some time &go, and it is really
re-defining and bringing up t¢ today’s pattern an old welfare
aect, This proposal gives the county commissioners more fisecal
gontrol of the management of a county, which certainly should
be encouraged.

Mp, Kinnison referred to page 2, section 3 of SB-6l4 and sald
that there seems %0 be a limit on the amount of money that a
county oould levy for welfare purposes whioch may present a
problem, This amount is flexible in that it changes yearly
as the assessed base of a sounty would change,

Mrs, Richards noted that the welfare assosiation wishes to go
on record as being in favor of 8B.61k, They feel that with
the changes in this bill they will have a more workable law
and that i1f this is passed they will be able %f¢ set standards
which will permit them to give the assisianee that is needed
to those that need 1t instead of to everyone that walks in
the door,

Hr, Hadley added that what this does is gtate 2 maximum
amsunt that can be paid out in one year -~ it i3 not an arbi-
trary proposal, but does set standards which can be followed,
and he feels it is a very falir bill,

Hr, Henry of Clark county proposad an amendment to this bill

as follows: Add the language aflter paragraph 3, "except that
if the health of the poor is placed in Jeopardy and there is

a lagk of monies to provide necessary medical care, the
Commissioners shall declare an emergency and provide additional
funds from whatever resources may be avallable.®

There was further discussion with the committee, Mr, Henry of
Clark county and Mr, Hadley of Washoes sounty on this proposed
amendment, with Washoe county stating at this time that they
do not approve of the propaosed amendment,

3B-2¢ Modifies progedure for filing plats and broadens
definition of ™subdivision.”

Chairman Gibson explained that this bill as 1t is now written
applies only to the larger counties,
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The committes then took action ag follows:

AB~687
AB-467

8B=620

ABw215
48=3

AB~1

SB~611
AB-679

8B~612
SB-~293
ABwk3

38«10

SB~5T79

Senator Monroe moved "Do Pass,® seconded by Senator
Hecht, The motion carried,

Senator Walker moved "Do Pass," seconded by Senstor
Menroe, The motlon carried,

Senator Hecht moved "Do Pass,” seconded by Senator
Walker, The motion earried.

Senator Dodge moved "Amend and Do Pass," seconded
by Senator Hecht, The motion carried.

Chairman Oibson noted that this would have to be
refsrrad to Senate Finance,

Senator Drakulich moved "Hold," seconded by Senator
Monroe, The motion carried.

Will walt on this until the amendment has been prepared,

Senator Dodge moved that “we approve and Do Pass,"
seconded by Senator Hecht, The motion carried,

Senator Dodge moved "Do Pass," ssconded by Senator
Hecht., The motion carried.

Senator Drakulich moved "Do Pass as Amended,” seconded
by Senator Dodge., The motion carried,

Senator Monroe moved to "Hold," seconded by Senator
Becht., The motion carried,

Senator Dodge moved to "Hold," seconded by Senator
Monroe, The motion carried.

Senator Dodge moved "Do Pass," seconded by Senator
Drakulich, The motlon carried,

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Jean Fondi,
Committee Searetary
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