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MINUTES OF MEETING - EKVIRCl'-i""MENT AND PUBLIC RESOUP.CES CO~ITTEE - MARCH 24, 1971 

FIFTY-SIXTH NEVADA ASSEMBLY SESSION 

PRESENT: Homer, Swackhamer, Ronzone, Olsen, Bryan, Getto and Fry and Dini 

ABSENT: Lowman 

OTHERS: Tom Payne, Exploration Geologists of Nev.; Charles Stein, self; Allen 
Jaeger, Humble Oil and Refining Co.; H. R. Conrad, a Nevada prospector; Douglas 
Miller, Miller GeopbysicaJ. Exploration Co.; Robert Webb, Bureau of Land Manage­
IJ1ent; P. E. GaJley, self-employed geologist; Par,l Gemmill, Nevad I-'f,ining Assoc.; 
F.d Hollingsworth, registered mining engineer representing self and a group of 
smaJ.l prospect ore; Asser.iblyrnan Dan Poggione 

Chairwan Homer called. tlie meeting to order at 8:15 A.M. for the purpose of 
discussing A.B. 766 which "E..nensively arr.ends provisions governing Iriining 
claims, mill sites and tur:nel rights." Also A.B. 418 ar,d A.B. 542. 

Tony Payne representing the Exploration Geologists of Nevada began discussion 
on A.B. 766. He first went into the role of the State and FederaJ Government 
in rm.!ll.Ilg. The State reguJ.ates loc&tion ar.d monumenting; whereas, the Federal 
Governrrent regulates exploration and development. Dr. Homer questioned. if the 
Federal Governrrent says ycu must gouge a hole in the surface. Mr. Payne replied 
that it does not. He then went into a discussion on rronumentation and legal 
monuments. He sajd 75.5% of Nevada is open land. available for loc&tion under 
the Mineral Entry Act and that 58 1 769 mineral locations were rr.ade in 1970. 
He commented that this bill attempts to miniwize surface work and to pin rrining 
claims down a little better. He said r.is organizc1.tion has kept the smaJ.l prcs­
pector in mind at all times, that this is a good bill for him. Chajrmar. Harrer 
asked if he had any arr.endments to snggest to this bilL But ~..r. Payne said he 
and his organization feel that A.B. 766 as it is will take ce.re of the problems. 

Charles Stein w}-,o lives in Washoe Valley and was present representing himself 
·stated that rrarkers are better than trying to find a ccrner. 

Allen Jaeger repref:enting Hurr,ble Oil and Refining Compar,y of Nevada then spcke. 
He commentec. that this ccmpany spends tens of thousands of dollars in claim 
work each year. It is really a waste because it does not contribute to develoP­
rrent - it simply meets the State· requi.rerr.ents. He said his organization feels 
that A.B. 766 v:ill encov.rage the findjng of new mines bec,mse that money can be 
spent productively. He aJso added that they do not favor leasing in Nevada. 

He said all that he and his organization ask is tc be given a way to find these 
metals without step:ring on the toes of the rar,cr.ers, sportsmen er ecologists. 
He added that they are paid by the Federal Governrrent to scar up Nevada - this 
is your tax money. 

H. R. Conrad, a prospector of Nevada, testified. He said there is nothing wrong 
with this bill and its provisions~ It just takes a lot of explaining to people. 
He went on to say that A.B. 766 gives the rrinsr prctect.ion frcm claim jum:rers and 
also it is another insurance of title. It helps the prospector. He circulated 
a petition of names of people throughout Nevada in favor of A.B. 766. Chajrrr.an 
Eorner questioned if :V:r. Conrad thoc.ght the smaJl prospector ¼'ould be in favcr of 
this bill. Mr. Co:ri..rad said they woulde Mr. Getto comrrented. that he had heard 
some opposit:Lon to Lines 49 and 50 on Page 2 (A steel post at least. 5 inches in 
diameter c,r thickness staJ.l be set into a concrete foundation whid is dee-i::er 
thar, the prevailing frcst line.) Jv'ir ~ Cor..r-ad replied that the opposition v,;as 
primarily ag&inst the concrete. Mr. Getto asked if he agreed with the options 
that were given. Mr. Conrad did. Mr. Dini said that Mr. Conrad had suggested 
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to a Senate Subcommittee a photograph of' eacb claim. He asked Mr. Conrad to 
explain. Mr. Conrad explained that wtat he had in mind was a picture of the 
claim marker showing the corner ar,d with a good background. 

Douglas Miller, owner of the Miller Geophysical Exploration Company in Carson 
City spoke. He was in suppcrt of the bill as he felt there ere some things 
that have to be corrected. Principally, this scc.rring of the landscare. He 
also said he was concerned with assessment work. People are saying they are 
doing the wcrk and actually are not. He felt plot plar,s' should be strictly 
enforced. He said better enforcer.:-ent is needed in the annual assessment work 
as required. by the Federal Gov6rnment. · 

Robert Webb, Assist.ant Land Officer cf the Bureau of Land Managerr.ent, then spcke. 
He said he and his organization felt it was time to have this law modified and 
updated. He then read a letter frorr. the State Director of the Bureau of Land 
Managen:ent which, aJ.though it deaJ.t specifically with S.B. 295, expressed. their 
views on A.B. 766. (See attached) 

Mr. Swackharr.er asked if :tl.r. Webb would have any suggestions for a sliding sccJ.~1 
for a fee for someone whc Wcnts to locate more than one claim. Mr. Wecb said 
his main concern is vd.th the unnecessary surface work but he adc.ed that he sus­
pected his orgar,ization would si..:.pport this in the bill if it wculd rr.een the bill 
would pass. A comment was made for the audience at that time that a scaJe suet 
as this would perhaps net be workable because people wculd locate claims in small 
groups in order to save noney. No one wculd be paying the higher arwunt. 
Mr. Ronzone then wondered if any thought has been given to covering ui:; this i.;_n­
sightly surface work. Mr. Wecb said there was not now anything under the Federal 
law m-,d there probably is net likely to be anything. He suggested that perhe.ps 
a State law could be passed. 

Mr. Miller then asked Mr. Webb how do you get a location of a claim that it filed 
with the County Clerk in this State. Mr. Webt said he had to go to the Cour..ty 
Clerk but if he didn't have the names, it was aJmcst imposs:ible to find a claim. 
Mr. Miller said the point he w&s t.r~-:ing to emphasize if that there 2hould be sorre 
other wsy than just recording it wlth the County Clerk. If they were on the plot 
plan, it would be a lot simpler. Mr. Webb added. that he felt a county map that 
would indicate all c1.1rrent claims would be n:uch easier. 

P. E. Gal.ley, a·self-employed geologist, spoke also in favor of the necessity of 
a map to promote working and locating claims. 

Mr. Paul Gerrurill of the Nevad.a Mining Association spoke. He was most ccncerned 
with land disturbance and also with getting along with other land users. He 
made a brief corrnrient on A.B. 542. He said this bill should spell out a "contiguous 
group cf claims". If you have more than one claim, it should pertain to all of 
the claims. 

Mr. Ed Hollingsworth spoke in oppcsition of A.B. 766. He is a registered mining 
engineer representing himself and a group of small prospect.ors. Due to e. sr.ortage 
of time, his testimony was cut short. He will be submitting a v.Titten testimony 
for the committee's consideration. 

Mr. Conrad spoke again to voice his objection to A.B. 418. Mr. Miller, however, 
said he thought there is some good merit in this bill. 

Dan Poggione w&s present to briefly explain A.B. 345. The reason he had the bill 
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or county highway depcrtments where they had gone in and cv.t the land and 
did not follow the recommended cut procedure2 ar:d they did not replant. The 
result of this is slides. He said if local ar,d private developers have to 
comply with recommendations, then so should the State and loca] governrrents. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:25 A.M. 
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Novad.a State Office 
1to011 3003 Federal Building 

300 Booth Street 
Reno, Nevada. B9502 

Hon. Emerson Titlow 
Chairman, L(•gislativ~ 
Committee on Public R.eSOUt'CCS 

Legislative nuih!ing 
carson City, Nivada 89701 

Deur l'ir. Titlow; 

MAR 19 197t 

Ao a cooa~rvation agency, th-e Burt!n.u of Land I-t-1Mgc~nt is vitally 
concerned vith e:uviro~ntal protQct::!.on on the public fonds. lJe 
fo:-:m: le~i3 lntion such aa S.B. 295 w1.l1.ch would oliclna.te urmcce.sse.17 
a-urfa~ cL1mage. 

Substitution of o claim tn.1p in place of an excavation requiro~:nt 
has 9~vcral be~fit..3. It Wl)Uld ouhstJmti.Ally reduce sw:face dmn.ase 
during mhu~r.nl c:x.plc-ration etn~ t;.~St lc-cation co1·k is tlonc ro.~re.ly 
to cmn;_,ly with tr-~(? la,;, .and is unrelated to tae<lern exploration 
prncticeg. The e1ap would bcu~fit other rc~ource U$crs "utl other 
mining cla!lll.lnto by accurately identifying the land claimed under 
the aitiing Lsw. Toe map would abo help protect the locator'a 
interest by providing tansible evidence of the land claimed. 

Because of the importance of avoiding cxcossivn scsrrin~ of the 
landscn.pa. I l.TOUld sugg~gt t.ll.ilt the increased recording fee be 
10\i'e~ed if thut prov12ion \rould in any w~y be a h1u.<lrance to tho 
pass.t1ge of this type of l~iislstion. 

Tb.q D~ptu:tment of the Interior lwn for -a~uy yearu. felt thnt some 
process fer the P Httlnntion of old .. 0 .nbandon£:d" oininr, clnim :ts 
desirable. Sucb clair.13 contin~ ns a cloud on the land title 
utttil removed by ler,al action which ia <,xpeu..!Jivo nnd time c.oma1clns,. 
Emerging needs to devote the fond to otb~r uaes such ~s t'<!Crcation 
arcao, school sites or irrban <lcvalopmeut nrc often fruatretcd or 
delayed by the presence of theae in.::ctive claii:ua • 
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Although S.B. 295 dMs not nddress itself to this problem. I 
#ugg~st that soma form of automatic tertd.nat1on of cl..:\i~ tb.lt 
ar€! abandoned be c<x-isidered. 

Sincerely youra, 

(SGP} MO!.AN r-. IU:H .• 

Nolan F. Keil 
State Director, N,·vada 
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Date:tl.ARCH 25 7 1971 

Bills or Resolutions 
to be considered 

Time 8:00 A.M. 

Subject 

Room 214 

Counsel 
requested* 

A.B. 405 Requires reforestation after any timber harvest. ------

*Please do not ask for counsel unless necessary. 

HEARINGS PENDING 

Date Time Room ------ ------ ------Subject __________________________________ _ 

Date Time Room ------Subject _________________________________ _ 
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Date MARCH 21+, 1971 Time 8:00 A.M. Room 214 ---
Bills or Resolutions 

to be considered Subjec~ 
Counsel 

requested* 

A.B. 418 Creates additional ways to locate mining claims. ------
A.B. 542 llifines "developrrent work" on patented mine. 

A.B. 766 Extensively amends provisions governing mining claims, 

mill sites and tunnel rights. 

*Please do not ask for counsel unless necessary. 

HEARINGS PENDING 

Date Time Room ------ ------ ------Subject _________________________________ _ 

Date Time Room ------ ------ ------ ... Subject _________________________________ _ 

' f. 
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Date 

Bills or Resolutions 
to be considered 

Time 

*Please do not ask for counsel unless necessary. 

HEARINGS PENDING 

Room 

Date MARCH 23 1 1971Time 8:00 A.M. Room_2_1 __ 4..__. __ _ 
Subject A.B. 482 - Enacts new water pollution central law. 

Date Time Room ------

Counsel 
requested* 

Subject _________________________________ _ 




