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ELECTIONS COMMITTEE: 56TH ASSEMBLY SESSION 

MINUTES OF MARCH 19, 1971 

58 

MEMBERS PRESENT: CHAIRMAN: Mary Frazzini, Frank 1 Young, Nick Lauri, 
Ross Prince. 

Chairman Frazzini called the meeting to order at the hour of 8:00 a.m. 

Mrs. Frazzini called the committee's attention to Mrs. Humphrey's 
phone call regarding AB 564: AMENDS PROVISIONS OF' ELECTION LAN. 

( first n:mri.nt) 
Mrs. Humphrey stated that there was a conflict 
on page 6 between line 11 and line 34 of Sec. 
14 on the sa.~e page. 

On page 6, line 11, delete[petitions] and in 
line 15 delete [1st Wednesday in October] add 
"3rd Tuesday in Septef'.'.ber" 

Then Mrs. Humohrey stated on nage 13, line 20 of Sec. 30 
Mrs. Frazzini said this is whe~~ t~e e~eraencv ahsent 
ballot votinq occured, and the absent ballot can be voted 
any time before 5 p.m. on the day of election, since we 
changed the ti~e for opening and closing of the polls 
should the time be moved back to 4:00 p.m. or should it 
say two ~ours before the oolls close? 

Mr. Young couldn't see anvthing wrona with 5:00 p.rn. I 
the committee decided to leave it this way. 

Mrs. Frazzini informed the committee of the new bills referred to 
"Election Cornmi ttee: 

AB 736:Changes and li~its terms o= regents and changes 
board conposition. 

AB 737:Limits terms of ~embers of State Board of Education 
and changes board composition. 

AJR 35: Memorializes Congress to enact legislation to allow 
certain franking privileaes. 

At this point the committee moved to room 336 to study the redistrict
ing maps. 

GUESTS: Art Palmer, Legislative Counsel Bureau, Perry Burnett 
Legal Bill Drafter, Fred Dugqar, and Rick Youna. 
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March 19, 1971, con't in room 336 for review of AR 12: 

Mr. Young introduced, his son Rick Young, Mr. Perry Burnett, 
Mr. Art Palmer, Fred Duggar, people working on the reapportionment. 

Mr. Young made a statement about Dr. Hess, the authority on 
redistricting from Delaware. 

Dr. Hess had emohasized the need to establish criteria 
so the we can't ask the comnutor to do things that has 
no pos~ibility of suceeding: So this was an intent to 
establish those guidelines, I am sure there will !:)ea 
debate, I am sure the assembly men):)er district will be 
debated. It is Mr. Young's thoughts that there should 
be a meeting of the conmittee of the whole, to discuss 
the 18 and 36 matter, (referrincr to the nercentacre 
chart on the number of seats). -The neeting to take 
place in the Assembly Chru~bers. 

At this point the committee discmsed the different 
percentage factors to be worked with. 

Mr. Young said that it was his thinking that through-
out the discussion, if this does pass the house, I 
would then prooose to introduce an icentical resolution 
identica.l in the guidelines an ACR, ,-,hich the house would 
then pass and send out over to the Senate, it would differ 
from this in the sense that where this sneaks of the elec
tion committee, this sneaks of the Senate Governnent Affairs 
committee. The let the-Senators rassel with it, they aren't 
going to buy as it is I'm sure. 

Mr. Prince suggested that thev meet with the senate at the 
same time and get somthing that was compatible with both 
houses 

Mr. Young replied that was a good thought. Young suggested 
this be discussed with Senator Gibson, Chairman of the 
Government Affairs committee. 

Mr. Young explained to the committee the 18-36, 20-40, if 
you look at a 40 seat assemblv; a 40 seat assembly if 22 for 
Clark 10 for Washoe and 8 for the rural counties. 

Remember we asked Proffessor Beesley how many ballots were 
involved in a county if you have 5 county co;:,_missioncrs 11 
senators, 22 assemblvmen and he came back with the answer 
that it would be 110 ballots. The least co~mon mulitple. 
If we were to go to 41 seat asse_rnbly, which would give Clark 
County 23 assemblymen, the answer would not be 110 but over 
1200 ballot combinations. 

Mr. Prince oointed out that this would onlv be for one elec
tion. 

Mr. Young stated that was correct. 

Mr. Prince: The Countv Commissioners·· have stage red terms 
Senators; But the first tiI'le up everyone would be on. _7_ 
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Mr. Young: In Clark County you would have 5 County 
commissioners, also 5 state school board, 5 regents, 
5 hospital trustees, so I suspect there will be some
body in that district running every time. These are 
maximum numbers. These caused us to look at what 
would happen if v1e forced that down to 10 nnd to 20 
and when you look at what size assembly we have, for 
a 20 seat assembly that turns out to be 36, so we took 
a hard look at a 36 seat a.ssenbly u.nd when you do that 
it comes out 20 for Clark 9 for l·lashoe and 7 for the 
small counties and percentaae wise 55.6 for Clark, which 
is 31 underrepresented, 25. % for ~ashoe which is 2 tenths 
over reoresented and 19.4 which if one tenth% which is 
real close. Where you then combine 2 assenbly districts 
to make 1 senate you come up with 10 for Clark, again 
the same percentage, 4 and one-half, again the same per
centage, 3 and one-half for rural counties again the 
same percentage, so percentage •,..Tise we are really very, 
very close.Then in discussing this discovery with sone 
people we have also discovered that the state school 
board has asked us to re-aooortion t.!"ler.:. into a 9 seat 
body. 18 is a multiole of 9 so it is 36, so t3en you 
can combine 2 assembly seats and make a senate seat, you 
now have the obtion or oonortunitv to combine 2 senate 
districts to ma~e a state school board district, and 
this would be 5 in Clar}-c, and vou co!':'bine the 2 senate 
seats and you come up 1:1i th the County Cor.-:Tnissioner seat 
State School Board, Hos?i tal, ?.egents. '!'hen in Has hoe 
you would be co:T'bining these two senate seats and r:!ake 
it 2 full members of the state school board, and would 
combine then this half senate with these 3 and one-half 
and then come UP with another 2 state school boards so 
that in a sense Washoe has 2 and one auarter and the 
rural counties only three quarters of these county state 
boards. But in another wav t·~ashoe would have a chance 
of getting the 3rd regent-or the third state school board. 
In Washoe County where·t~ere are 5 County Commissioners, 
In Washoe if there were 9 single seat assembly seat districts 
that would give you 45 ballots in Washoe. 
Whereas, if we were in a 40 seat arranc::enent, then Washoe 
could stay with the 10, they would have 10 asser.1bly seats, 
and that would be a multiple of 5, so that the nur.ber of 
ballots in ·washoe could be considerably simplified on a 
40 seat assembly. 

Mr. Prince stated that he didn't believe they would find 
a number that would be satisfactory for all. 

Mr. Young: If we go up to 22, we go from 20 ballots to 
110 in Clark. 

Mr. Lauri: The number of assemblvrnen, the reoresentatives 
on the basis of what is aoina to haooen on the eventual 
election or on all elections~program until the next re
apportionment. 

Mr. Young: It's goinq to be·a mess any way you look at it. 
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Mr. Lauri stated they reapportioned in Illinois and he 
was present, and it was a mess, but it was a one shot 
deal. 

Mr. Young: Are you thinking where everyone ran state
wide? 
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Mr. Lauri: Yes. But I am asking whether we should predicate 
our knowledge. 

Mr. Young: That's a very good question. I think what I am 
trying to say is in Clark you have 5 county commissioners 
5 Hospital trustees, 5 state school board, 5 reoents, 
let's say 11 senators and 22 assemblymen. You will have 
districts 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5, and I will bet you out of those 
4 offices, 4 boards somebody will be running in every one 
of those 5 districts in every election. 

So I think in Clark Countv there will be 110 ballots in 
every election. This will take in stagqerinq ter.:1s. 
Mr. Young stated that conceivably b~ild the~ uo so as to 
have identical stagger. I think what that would mean 
though, is that every four years you would be votinq in 
your district, for county cormnissioner, hospital trustee 
regent, and state school board and in off years, you 
wouldn't vote for any of these. 

As you know in our state statutes if a office becomes 
vacant during the first two years of a four year term 
the person that is ao?ointed has to run for the remain
der that next election, and vou can't tell me that out 
of those offices there aren't going to be some vacancies 
that aren't qoina to foul. vou uo. So I think most of 
the time you-are-going to be faced with a large number of 
ballots. 

Mr. Prince: Personally I feel that we should re-apportion 
the way we feel would be to the best advantaqe of the state 
and then let them solve the problems in the counties, as 
to how they are going to handle the election. 

Mr. Young: In those places the number of ballots hasn't been 
determined by the number of legislative seats. It is more deter

mined bv the countv commission seats. This is an unusual 
situation in a srnail nooulated state like this that we run 
into this problem. - -

Mr. Palmer of the legislative counsel bureau; spoke on the 
18-36. 

In 18-36 we did find that particularly the rural districts 
that could be generated if you put two rural districts to
gether on the assembly side one senate district, when you 
try the other numbers it just doesn't come out. By using 
other numbers we haven't been able to come out with matching 
up the senate districts and assembly districts. There may 
be some desirability there, it would just be a matter of 
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desirabilitv on the part of the legislature, certainlv 
amounq voters. At this noint Mr. Palmer explained the 
maps on redistricting to the co~~ittee. And exnlained 
the percentage of disparity resulting from the different 
multinles. 

meeting adjourned at the hour of 9:00 a.m. 

smithers 
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