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MINUTES OF MEETING - COMMERCE COMMITTEE - 56TH SESSION 
JANUARY 27, 1971 

Present: Lingenfelter, Capurro, Poggione, Branch, 
Dini, Hilbrecht, Ashworth 

Others Present: Tom Kean 

Absent: McKissick, Hafen 

Vice Chairman Lingenfelter called the meeting to order 
at 11:05 A.M. for the purpose of discussing and acting 
upon A.J.R. 1, M8ffl0.tliai~~es Congress to enact legislation 
adopting the metric system. 

Lingenfelter asked Mr. Kean to explain this resolution and 
he stated the following. Mr. Kean said the United States 
is the only country in the world who does not have this 
system for weights and measurements. We do have this system 
for monies. He stated this system has been under study by 
the Bureau of Standards for some 1.0 years and it is only a 
matter of time before it will become adopted. He suggested 
that Nevada be one of the first states to request this 
legislation. Mr. Kean further explained that England, 
Canada and Australiaar:e now in the process of adopting 
the system and have reported it takes about 30 days for 
the common metric measurements as for liquids, gasoline, etc. 
to be accepted by the public. He further stated that foreign 
imports of automobiles, parts for automobiles, etc. are in 
the metric measurements so it now requires special tools in 
the United States for them. 

Ashworth pointed out that optometrists now use the metric 
system in the manufacture of eye glasses. It was also 
pointed out that various things such as ammunition, etc. 
are also on the metric system. Ashworth noted that we are 
gradually going into the metric system because of the many 
foreign imports into the United States. It was also pointed 
out that scientists use the metric system in their work and 
they have even had to institute a study on conversion into 
the metric system. 

Capurro moved a do pass on A.J.R. 1, Ashworth seconded and 
motion carried. 

There being no further business to come before the Commerce 
Committee, the meeting adjourned at 11:20 A.M. 
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1H ilcagc-Er, AI ctcn·-: 
Faster Tlum Expected . . . 
U.S. Slmlr Sren Urging Sliift; 

'J':irg-t'l U:itcs Arc Dclmtc(I; 
ls Colil-Ttir~cy Swikh lle:~tr.,. 

By A~u;:,; J. L111m: 
,•;t,1 ff ltqMrfr,· 1,f Tiff,'.•\\".\ r,T. ~TIH:f~T .J,-.Cit!'l"Af, \ 

\\'ASHTNGTON-"'I dc,n't. believe lt's Jnc,·1· 
fHhle," 1roys Thonrn3 Hannigan. •·1 don't even 
bt•li(!,·r it's po:,:,;il:>IC'." 

nut fl S<!~ms to tw. both. The m:lltr-r In qur-!'-i• 
ti'1n is "- planned. coordinated U.S. switch lo 
ttw metric syst£'m of nH.·asureml'nL Mr. Hanni• 
~:in. rC's~ar1:h tlirf'clor for the lnternatio1w! 
Bwth,:-rhnod ot Elcctrlcol Workers,.is one ot ·tZ 

1 m"mb-t!ra o! the Comm(l"rce Department'~ ntlV::-

1

. _s,_11 }' p:tncl monilorJng the current thrrc-yNtr 
Gf),·ernmcnt study of metric conversion prob• 
k!f1•J. And he is londy. · ·- · 

~r :<Ir. Hanni;;-an believes that a big ma• 
v - or his advisory-p;1ncJ coll ea ~cs nrf' 

·.., see the nation go metric nnd that next 
I AU~ti3t the Secretary ot Con1mr1-cc will 

f:trnn71:-· rccomm~nd it to Congress. Says J\.tr. 
H,,nnlg-an with n resigned smll~. "I will be Ja­
bcfr•<l ~ modN-n-dny apr>st!e o( t<'ar-tlon. •• 

.•\u:;ust·, report almost t'crlninly wilJ urg'! 
mnI f'> me-trlc U5age, hut there's hot debate 
a'uoul wh<?thcr to set lt-gb;Jative ~onb for near• 
tol.d t'onverslon In, MY, 10 yf'n.rs. \'Vhatev~r Ute 
rN ·H~mcndation. the ("Clmmcrce Dcparlment 
sttid:: jg ~ho·,1."fn::;- th:i.t the metric cause In tltf" 
U.S . .ha~ zat1v:!red more momentum than many 
r"c1,'.c !·e'n1olely suspect • 

. \: .F:'""'· .Astoni•dm1cnt 

I . 
X.{)._,.- t,•:o-.thirds tinl~hcd. the official t:ludy ft. 

.-cJf ,·r,~Pts to be gc-nerating support tor mct­
rlc 1·ont·("ri:ii0n amon~ Industry group:3 sur­
pr,~t~d l•l have berontE"- involvrd. What's more. 
th~ \vholt:> e:~crdsc- offers 11. fasdnating cn.se 
~~:1dy Df the-- w:1y pr-O!>lc nnd institutions re-
,c.p01r.d to the threat of change-. 

.\,:1;,:,;crnl'nt at the advanced st::ite of metric 
tl1ink111~ wns :-hmvn at conf('rr.m'c~ held thl~ 
v:,,1r b\~ lh:! N:>.ttonal Bureau of Standards, the 
Comn:~rce Dc-partment agency tunning the 
s~eth·. T!te mef'ttngs.. whtr.h conclude here this 
•,; eek. have had almost no publicity. After get­
tit1g rin im·itation. indu~try groups generally 

j ron.--ulted thc!r nu~mher con1pc1nie<1 on what 
11,eir position shol!ld be-and the first response 
often w;1s: shock that such a change even Wa! 

bein~ com:ddcrcd. 
J.llldr.-d Ryan. ,·Jee president ol McCall Pat• 
1 Co. of New Yorl:, told felJow con(ercnce• 
•rs "it~t happened when she chcckro with 

her collc?~e~ in the sew•lt•yotJ.r.1cJf busines..,: 
"It didn't matter who was aHkt'd. There 
""emro to be this astonishment about the 
Gnlled States even thinking of going on the 

, ffl£'~rlc svstem :• 
But o~ce th~Y checked Into lt, many people 

dL~<'o,·~red ju.'rt. bow much momf.'1ttum there al· 
n>,odv wa,i. "I hadn't been following lt," :utml~ 
FrC"ci Greiner. executive vtr.c pr~idcnt of the 
E,·ap.,rated llllk Aiwoclation, after nttendlng a 
conference. "'! found U,18 thing lll further along 
now than I had anticipated." 
A X1ttun .. trfo ,...,and 

Oou~l:l!'!; Whitrock •. a \Va~hfn~ lawyer on 
lhi' tHh't!{()ry p:1ncf. dr:-;crihc~ the rc;-i:po;um of 
typii-.tl coorrrr-nt~r~go~r~: ··Your ffr:-:t rr.ilc-llon 
1~ wh,· th(• hell =:o thro11~h :1IJ th:tl tt,,uble of 
("Oll\·t•rttn::; tn TIH'~rit". Th•:~ you u.~trn tt.1. the dbi• 

~..2Jll,L !,on de, hi., >1 ~ \n'!,U 
CiJt1-..:n·aa at111loti1.ed thl' ~tudy in 1!16R, 

! ti:pt1rH•1t hy J~1l°:i tlrd.•don lo abt1ntlnn il.9 
1 

·· :t'l·l•"tmfl.-;-llinl" :.y:;l1•m ,,f nwa.•mrrnit·nt a!ld 
.'tkh to hH•t,•t.•, kl!o~~rnts ant.I Jif,•1·~ by !9,3-. 

,\H :r, li:t 1uHI Soulh A(1 l{':t have fvllo1.n•tl, and 

l t •_in 1,f,l iaf••111f:1 t~>- Th:tl ,,·o-ul,I Jt,avc the 
l"·.:---:-; f',,.111111lrir bl:twl 111 tt wnrM Wtli'rt' f'tY;. 
d ~J•oi,tJ_l,&Uoll IIH"a:,1-Wl'Ji by lhu uu•l•ir:_._____.I. 

,; 
~~;j:'.:- il"'t•lr h:1.-.i uwl1•1~01w drnh~t·. Orf!.: 

1 ~·~:~I:~ nri;.:.i,1:d\; 1,,,11,·•! t" tl\.-·r c .. 111.:n·)':t :t :--mt of 
, jZJ:lht l,;1LH11';• ,,h••l'l, loL1lit1~ Up tlh' t·n,,t,-.. of 

ntt1\Tf'"~i•ut ;1ln11~•iil•· ll1t• ,t,,thr IH.•ndit.o.; prin­
ripally hii.:Jwt· c·;pol't..:. Th:1t, !-i,1y-. (bt1h·l De 
Simunc. Uw :-.:ud}' •lirPdnr, pr,,1,·,·d to he •·.1. 

mo~·t outlaudi:>h r~,p,·d 1llon," slnl'e ron11•anh•li 
can't prerb-wJy f'~H01:1t~ Uw imp;1d. ,.W~_·JI rt' .. 
port our data ln Lon~rf'"~,t." hf' N:tys. "but it 
wHl h:t\'O to he r-xplahu~rl that Jl'i:t bnscd on 
very MJbjct:llvr jt1d~11wnl-c.'' 

AINt) chaugcd nrt• thc~rk~ on how U1c giant 
U.S. economy !should make thr- ,wftrh. At first 
many mf'.lric proponent~ fu.vnrcd sbtrtl~g el• 
~t5t Invisibly in the bowcl~ of h1•11vy ll1du:-.try. 
with cnghWl"l'S sl1.'lph1g new m"l.rif' din1cn~im1s 
for machlnP- tofll~. ecrews and bolts. But Atr. 
De Simone and othC"N nn-w l'JUc~Uon this. 

"The Brlll.,h mad~ th• mistake ot slartin,r 
off with R. whbf}fcr. f•)(:Using on i11dt1Flry/' says 
the U.S. study dlN'clor. "'The British public 
didn"t e'-'·en rcaUz~ lhe?Y were going metric, and 
U1c-y'{.e hatfway throuih their transition pe· 
nod. • H• thinks that's why a recent Gnllup 
Poll showed 57% of Britons oppo:-;.e the switch. 
If a transltlon f,«: to be made here, he sn.ys, "we 
•hould al.art In the rclall aector as soon as pos• 
slble." 

British experience has •bed other light on 
the trane:itlon tcehnit}lJe. In an article tor Sden• 
Uflc Americn.n ma~az!nc. the Chairman of the 
bonrd coordinating th• British switch said lt ls 
best In smne case~ to .;tart \Ullng metric wdts 
cold•turkcy, without contusing the publlc with 
tluat measurements. Radio and tC"hision an• 
nouneij, said Lord P.itchlc•Caldcr. have been 
giving l"mp~ra tu:·e forecasts in both r.entl• 
grade d Fahrenheit, nnd "'th~ result L, that 
evE"ryo still wall~ tnr the- Fahrenheit figure." 

A g Americans. there's 111hnr-p contro. 
v,rsy bout whether R change should be 
merely e,·olutlonary ns each industry sees 

lcfl,,e Turn ta rove 10, Coltwu, .j 

l\Ietric Cause Gains 
l\lileage-Er, l\tleters­
Faster Than Expected 

\ 

.._, · clltimtcd-;::::::;ir3t Pan~ l 
profit In a Itch ~orwltether Congre8'1 ahould · 
set a time al; sometimes mentioned la a . 
transltlon •pa .ending In 1085. 

The Automoh1te Manufacturer• Association 
believes l.,ere's nil. need for a nationally coordl• 
nated convermon, all,d lt Is urgln,r that each ln­
dwi:ry be allowed to ~itch when It wan~ to, It 
ever. "We needn't ~ all lnch•based or all 
metric, but should use 'wllatever la needed to 
get a good economic retuffl," says William 
Burton, Ford ll!otor Co.•• metric ayatems de­
velopment manager. I 

An optlonnl engine ln Ford's new Pinto has 
metric measurements. To avoid assembly-Une 
and repair-shop mlxups, screws and other com­
ponenu In the engine are dyed blue. Tbl,i un­
derecorea a key point about metric convermon: 
The difference between a part mea.sun,d In 
millimeter• and l~ seeming twin measured In 
lncbea la more than just language; the parts 
are almost always physically Incompatible. 

One reason Is that people like to work with 
rotmd numbers. A four-Inch bolt ls 101.8 mllll• 
meters long; for a fabricator, the temptation la 
atrong to shave the length to an even 100 milli­
meters. Thw, changln,r the syatem of mea.sur<>­
mcnt tends to lead to n physical change In the 
thing• measured. Durlng a transition, compa­
nies would have to k•ep cootly dual Inventories 
ot spa.re parts. 

It w,,uld be "a foolish thing," MYs Ford'• 
Mr. Burton, to require :t company to go to thls 
expense If It felt oo need to convert. It "Wld 
he ~mer, he argues, It Congresa Jwit prti. 
claimed the general advisability ot more met• 
ric w,age. · 

But proponcnl• of a coordinated !Witch con• 
tend such a proclamation 1,;ouldn't be enough 
to trigger a real national conversion. The scale 
lndW!try, says Arthur Sand,rs, cxeeull,·e secre­
tnry ot the Scale Manuractur~rs A.'ISO<'lntlon, 
"dO<'sn't br.Ueve that anyth!n,r's ~ng to hap­
J)('n until It'd nw.de m:1mJatory." Scale makers 
stand 1., profit front a switch JI. niany bu.,inesa-1 
lllt'n buy brand-n~w mr-hic ~cnfos ln:-;ft>ad of 
Just converting the wd~hl h1J1cator number.. 
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