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The seventh meeting of the Senate CODld.ttee on Federal, State, 
and Local Govermnents was called to order at 11:30 a.m., Monday, 
February 20, 1967, in CODl'Dittee Room SO, State capitol, by 
Chairman Gibacm. All committee meml>era were present except ---- . 

V , S. enator All~man. Also present was Oscar Scherer of P.tm.: /1.e;,'lt,t. U'­
Q\11\,V ~te\'fn, Las Vegas, Nevada. ,J 

The chairman asked the members to turn to: 

S.B. 45: Provides for aoil tests and regulation of conatruction 
in ~uWiv~aiona. Introduced by Senator Herr. 

Chairman Gibson aatd Mr. Scherer wished to comment on the bill 
to the coamittee. Mr. Scherer has a teat laboratory in Southern 
Nevada and ia familiar with the need for the bill. 
Mr. Scherer stated he ii an engineer and has been in the 
Las Vegas area since 1941. 

Mr. Scherer said th• need for the bill was brought about bf. a 
unique problem in the Laa Vegaa area, a phenaenon called •salt 
heave". Thia condition result• in settling of the ground and 
rvin of building foundations. B,eeauae the condition ts found 
nowhere elee in the united Stat••• engineers outaide of the 
area do not evaluate the aituatien properly in their soil re­
ports, according to Mr. Scherer. 

S.B. 45 calls for counties to r•ire soil reports from regis ... 
tered profea1ional erifineers and for the waiving of sucb a re­
port if the county bu lding department or other enforcemeDt 
agency deems such a report unnecessary. Mr. Scherer felt that 
the bill should specify a civil engineer with a master's de9ree 
to make such a report. In the f:f.rst place, a "registered 
profeaaional engineer" might be a specialist in a field re­
,uirina no knowledge of soil teatin&t and in the secc:md place, 
even the degree of "civ11 engineer" aoea not guarutee a auf ... 
ficient knowledge of soil te1ting to insure that the job ia 
done properlf, Mr. Scherer stated. Mr. Scherer felt there 
should be a further qualification that the engineer should 
have been a resident and have practiced in the area for not 
leas than one year--thua insuring fU1iliarity with the 0 aalt 
heave 0 probl•. 
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Senator Gibaon asked how many firms in the State would qualify 
under such regulations. Mr. Scherer indicated that possibly 
Sprout Engineers and three or :four outaide engineers familiar 
with the area would qualify in northemNevada and that in 
Las Vegas two teeting laboratories, or about five resident 
engineers. and one Los Angeles firm familiar with the Las Vegas 
area would qualify. 

Senator Farr suggested that S.B. 45 should provide a minimal 
requirement for all localities i:n the state, with a provision 
that local governments could draw more reatrictiveagulations 
if they deemed euch necessary. He also noted that the bill 
specifies it is to apply to 1ubdtvi1ion1, and be felt that 
public building• and custom homes abould be included. 
Senator Farr asked Mr. Scherer to make notes on a copy of 
the bill 'to indicate Mr. Schererts requested changes. 

The meeting adjourn~d at 12:0S p.m. 

Respectfully submitted~· 

~~~0 
tout=• Glover - Secretary 

I certify that the foregoing mbrutee are correct .. 

1ena£or J'we t. et::&ton 
Chairman 
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