
NEVADA LEGISLATURE. 54TH SESSION 

SENATE COMMlTrEI ON 
FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

Minute• of Meeting Held 
February 17, 1967 

r .,. 
' 

The sixth meeting of the Senate Coaaittee on Federal. State, and 
Local Governments wu called to order at 11:15 a.m., Friday. 
February 17, 1967. in C011111lttee Roca SO, State Capitol, by 
C0111Dittee Chairman Senator James I. Gibeon. All committee 
members were present, ae followe: 

Senator Gibson, Chairman 
Senator Monroe, Vice Chairman 
Senator Alleman 
Senator Bunker 
Senator Farr 
Senator Hecht 
Senator Young 

Aleo preaent were Mrs. Magee and Messrs. Willard, McCormack, 
Sheppard, and Housaels of the Executive Board of the Nevada 
State Council on the Arts; also Mrs. Warren Swanson t'epresent
ing Governor Laxalt, and Chancellor Miller of the University 
of Nevada. 

Chairman Gibson amiounced that the purpose of the meeting was 
to he.ar the proeonents of Senate Bill 104. (Create• Nevada 
atate council of the arts; defines council'• powers and 
duties. Introduced by Clark County Delegation.) He called 
on Mr. Willard to introduce the proponeata of the bill who 
were present and to explain to the coaaittee the reaaoua 
for tbia bill. After introduction of the viaitora named 
above, Mr. Willard urged the couaittee to get thia bill out 
of committee. Be said an executive order of 1963 created an 
advisory council on the arts made, of varioua Nevada 
citizen• intereated in the arts. n the three yeara since 
creation of the advisory council, ••tinga have been held, 
but notbiag of any value resulted becauae there were no 
moneys, no budget, and nothing really aolid •• to the base. 
State council• cm the art• are cominf into beinf throughout 
the United States, and bia group fee a an offic al Nevada 
couocil abould now be created ao that Nevada can get in the 
swim with thereat of the statee--fet into the picture nation
ally. Therefore, they prepared th• enabling act which would 
get the group OD a firm footing aa a atate agency able to do 
effective programming to reach throughout the atate. They 
feel they have a very good 1tart with the present executive 
board. They are aaklng for up to 21 member• to form this 
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council as a working council on the art• which will be able 
to detend.ne what art• will go where. 

39 

Senator Monroe a•ked what coat to the atate the pr,ram would 
involve. Mr. Willard aaid the 1roup baa 1et up aa deal pro
gram, to let this off the ground and 1110Viag, at a coat of 
~161.978 or two 1ear1. Tb.is would include all adminiatration 
coat• and an eigbt-part progra, including an art1110bil•• 
study project•• asaietance to coaaua.itiea on their art pro
grams, ete. However. tbia 11 an ideal, which they thouaht 
they would strive for in order to get maxUIIUa matching fed
eral funds, which are available in the amount of $150,000 per 
state. from the Federal Foundation oa Axt• and ffullanitiea. 
Senator Young asked whether tbia $161!000 awn waa a 118Ximlmt 
or minimum or average &1DOUDt that vou d be needed in aubae
quent bienuiuma. Mr. Willard aaid be would not be able to 
project beyoad 1968 and 1969. Seutor Young askadri "If other 
states have a similar program. what do they apend?' 
Mr. Willard quoted aU1Ds that varioua state• were aaking for 
aa continuing auma, as follows: Washington and Utah, 
$100,000 for a year· New Mexico and Arizona, $so.ooo for a 
year; Idaho. $50.000; Colorado. $120,000; Minnesota, $502,000. 

Senator Youn& requeated that he be furniabed copies of the 
fuading progr- of other etatea who now have art councils, 
and Mr. Willard aaid be would send this information to 
Senator Young. 

Senator Farr aaid if there were no obfectiona he would like 
to eee all fund8 donated to the counc l go into the atate 
general fund and lM aubject to budget ceotrol, aa is done 
with other atate agencies. Mra. Ma.pa stated her only con
cern in auch u in1taace would be Chat the funds be tax 
exempt, einoe lucb tax ex--,t statua ia their greateat point 
in obtaining doaationa. Senator Monroe stated if aomeone ia 
uked to doaate to the progr• and 1a told the llODeJfoe• to 
the atate g ... ral fund and there ia no paranty it wt. 1 oe 
available to the council, tbla Id.a.ht inhibit some donors. 
Mr. Willard ••id it waa the councll 1a plan that all funds be 
made payable to tbe council. Mrs. Magee, who ia a Regent of 
the UGiversity of Nevada, eaid donors wbo wish to support a 
specific program at the University give their money to the 
Univereity with the understanding that it 11 to be used for 
a specific purpose, and tbia apecif1cation bas alway• been 
honored. -

Senator Gil>lon stated that the funding of the program would 
have to be cona1dered by the Finanae Counittee, but that this 
bill does not provide for the funding and that 1n order to 
expedite our cNlllittee'• part in the bill we ahould consider 
juat the program itself. 
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Senator Hech~1 to clarify the issue. uked Mr. Willard if the 
group was asnng the legislature to create officially a council 
of the arts so tbat it caD go out and solicit funds for the 
council? Mr. Willatd said yes. 

Senator Gibson said that Senators Monroe's and Farr's ques
tions are germanet in that. even though there is no funding 
in the bill itselt. the legislature wants to know what fund
ing problems will be involved, but that, insofar as whether 
funds go into the general fund or a special fund is a matter 
to be taken up later with the aoney couaittees. 

Seuator Young asked whether this bill give• the council some
thing it does not have now. Mra. Magee said, "It'a like a 
wedding ring. It makes ua legal.•• Senator Young persisted, 
"You can't get federal funds now by virtue of executive board 
action?" Mr. Willard said they could, but they would have to 
reprocess t:he whole thing. and that private donors won't con
sider the council if it doesn't have official status as a 
state agency. Mr. Sheppard said the council has been operating 
as a state agency. as far as travel and miscellaneous expenses 
are concerned, through the University's business office, which 
ia keeping the council's audit. Chairman Gibaon a•ked where 
the funds came from that the council has had available. 
Mr. Sheppard said they constituted a one-shot grant from the 
federal government to get the co·uncil started. 

Senator Gibson uked for justification for creation of the 
state agency. Mra. Magee said ruate4ial benefit will result 
from a state-created council. As an example, she said she 
was recently in Dallas where they have a very on-going profram 
in support of the creative and performing arts. They attr bute 
their empba• on the cultural activities of the community aa a 
direct source of their material well being, because the preaence 
of cultural facilities attracts busineas leaders and intellectu
als, who have the most to contribute to material prosperity. 
Mre. Magee said further, that the University of Nevada gets 
requeats for help from many remote Nevada c0llll\Unities 1 but does 
not have the money to provide such help. Mr. Sheppard pointed 
out that some projects that result from a cultural progr.e.m 
become self supporting. although admittedly not all. 

Chancellor Miller coaaented that there is a real awakening 
of interest in the arts nationall1- that thie is materially 
reflected in the craation and funalng at the national level 
of the Federal Arte Foundation. He feels creation of a state 
co1.mcil i• a way of giving cooxdina.tion to Neva.eta's efforts 
in this direction. 
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Mr. Willard offered closing remarks expressing the hope tbia 
committee would consider this bill very aerioualy and get the 
council started. at least, and then they can take it from 
there. 

It was noted bi Senator Farr that a tape recordinf of the 
meeting was be ng made by the proponents of the b 11, and 
Senator Gibson stated that he had given permission for this 
to be done. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 

Reapectfully submitted, 

I certify that the foreaoing minutes are correct. 

Senator James t. CI5aon - chitrman 




