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Groundwater

Appropriations & 

Commitments

Comparison between 

Groundwater Commitments 

and Perennial Yield

Comparison among Groundwater Commitments, 

Pumpage, and Perennial Yield in Nevada Basins



Basics of Water Law and 

Foundational Role of NDWR

»> Purpose: Sound policy in accordance 

with Nevada water law and best 

available science

»> As demands and complexities 

increase, NDWR's capacity to serve 

the public becomes limited

NBS 232.005, 232.010 through 232.150

TITLE 48 - WATER 
Chapters 532 to 538, Inclusive 
Also Chapters 540. 543 and 544

Chapter 232
(State Department of Conservation and Natural Resources)
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Complex Water Management Issues

_______________________________________

a Hydrologic connectivity between surface water

and groundwater

Chronic decline in local groundwater levels

St? Assertions of conflict

Competing interpretations of hydrologic science

Increased litigation from State Engineer decisions
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Limited Statutory Tools

TO ADDRESS WATER SHORTAGE

[^1 Administrative cancellation, forfeiture, and 

abandonment of water rights

A Curtailment by priority

Jp Designation of Critical Management Areas



Adaptive Water Management

Recognizing the diversity of local conditions in 

consistent application of state water law

Incentives for water conservation

A Application of conjunctive management principles

& Clarity/guidance for adopting groundwater 

management plans



Key needs for Nevada Water Resources

Make Nevada's water resources a financial and policy priority

Address NDWR Critical Funding Needs

Responsibilities are foundational to every aspect of Nevada's 

■ ■■ 
governance, economy, and vitality

A Critical staff shortage, preserving records, modernizing services

Actions/Investments Now: Setup for the Future

Update Science: Water Resource Availability

Reinforce NV water law to work better in today's realities
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Contact

Adam Sullivan, P.E.

State Engineer

Division of Water Resources

Phone: 775-684-2861

Email: asullivan@water.nv.gov

water.nv.gov 1 f y g)@NevDCNR
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