
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 
 
Name of Organization: Legislative Committee on Education 

(Nevada Revised Statutes 218E.605) 
 

Date and Time of Meeting: Wednesday, April 7, 2010 
10 a.m. 
 

Place of Meeting: Grant Sawyer State Office Building, Room 4412 
555 East Washington Avenue 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

 
Note: Some members of the Committee may be attending the meeting and other persons may 

observe the meeting and provide testimony through a simultaneous videoconference 
conducted at the following location:  Legislative Building, Room 2135, 401 South 
Carson Street, Carson City, Nevada. 
 

If you cannot attend the meeting, you can listen or view it live over the Internet.  The address 
for the Nevada Legislature website is http://www.leg.state.nv.us.  Click on the link “Live 
Meetings – Listen or View.” 
 

Note:  Minutes of this meeting will be produced in summary format.  Please provide the secretary with 
electronic or written copies of testimony and visual presentations if you wish to have complete versions 
included as exhibits with the minutes. 

 
A G E N D A 

 
Note:  Items on this agenda may be taken in a different order than listed. 

 
*Denotes items on which the Committee may take action. 
 

I. Opening Remarks 
 Senator Joyce Woodhouse, Chair 

 
*II. Approval of Minutes of Meetings Held on December 11, 2009, and December 17, 2009, 

in Las Vegas, Nevada 
 

*III. Status Report of Current and Anticipated Activities by Nevada’s Department of Education 
Concerning the State’s Proposed Application for the Federal Race to the Top Fund 
(Section 14006, Title XIV, American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, 
Public Law No. 111-5) 
 Keith W. Rheault, Ph.D., Superintendent of Public Instruction, Department  

 of Education (DOE) 
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*IV. Consideration of the Race to the Top Fund Relating to Articulating the State’s Education 

Reform Plans Agenda and the Participation of School Districts in the Reform  
 
A. Status of Policies and Programs in Nevada Relevant to Eligibility Requirements 
  Keith W. Rheault, Ph.D., Superintendent of Public Instruction, DOE 
 
B. Progress Report Concerning Agreements and Commitments by School Districts, 

District Employee Organizations and Others in Support of the Reform Plans 
  Kristen McNeill, Director, State and Federal Programs and K-16 Initiatives, 

Washoe County School District 
  Alison J. Turner, President, Nevada Parent Teacher Association 
 
C. Progress Report of the Clark County School District’s Planned Participation in the 

State Application for Race to the Top Funds and Support of the Reform Plans 
  Walt Rulffes, Ph.D., Superintendent, Clark County School District (CCSD) 
 

*V. Consideration of the Race to the Top Fund Relating to Building Strong Statewide Capacity 
to Implement, Scale Up, and Sustain Proposed Reform Plans  
 
A. Status of Policies and Programs in Nevada Relevant to Eligibility Requirements 
  Keith W. Rheault, Ph.D., Superintendent of Public Instruction, DOE 
 
B. Existing Mechanisms for Identifying Promising Practices in Nevada Schools 
  Gloria Dopf, Deputy Superintendent of Instructional, Research and Evaluative 

Services, DOE  
 
C. Use of the In$ite Financial Accountability Program to Assist in Evaluating Reform 

Efforts 
  Rick Wells, Vice President, Finance and Consulting Services, EdMin.com 
  Kristine Bergford, Manager, In$ite Consulting Services, EdMin.com 
 

*VI. Consideration of the Race to the Top Fund Relating to Demonstrating Significant Progress 
in Raising Achievement and Closing Gaps  
 
A. Status of Policies and Programs in Nevada Relevant to Eligibility Requirements 
  Keith W. Rheault, Ph.D., Superintendent of Public Instruction, DOE 
 
B. Overview of State Data Concerning Achievement Information and Demonstrating 

Closure of the Achievement Gap Among Subgroups of Students 
  Rorie Fitzpatrick, Director, Special Education, Elementary and Secondary 

Education, and School Improvement Programs, DOE 
  Steven Canavero, Accountability Report Card, Office of Assessment, Program 

Accountability and Curriculum (APAC), DOE 
 
C. Role of Professional Development and the Regional Professional Development 

Programs (RPDPs) in Improving Student Outcomes and Closing Achievement Gaps 
  Bill Hanlon, Director, Southern Nevada Regional Training Program 
 

*VII. Consideration of the Race to the Top Fund Relating to Making Education Funding 
a Priority  
  Keith W. Rheault, Ph.D., Superintendent of Public Instruction, DOE 
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*VIII. Consideration of the Race to the Top Fund Relating to Ensuring Successful Conditions for 

High-Performing Charter Schools and Other Innovative Schools  
 
A. Status of Policies and Programs in Nevada Relevant to Eligibility Requirements 
  Keith W. Rheault, Ph.D., Superintendent of Public Instruction, DOE 
 
B. Overview of Charter Schools in Nevada  
  Kathleen A. Conaboy, K-12 Inc. 
 Michele Robinson, Ed.D., President, Board of Trustees, Charter School 
  Association of Nevada 

C. Overview of Empowerment Schools in Clark County 
  Jeremy Hauser, Academic Manager, Superintendent’s Schools, CCSD 
 

*IX. Consideration of the Race to the Top Fund Relating to Demonstrating Other Significant 
Reform or Innovation That Have Increased Student Achievement Rates or Graduation 
Rates, Narrowed Achievement Gaps, or Resulted in Other Improvements 
 Gloria Dopf, Deputy Superintendent of Instructional, Research and Evaluative 
  Services, DOE  
 

*X. Consideration of the Race to the Top Fund Relating to the Competitive Preference 
Priority Concerning an Emphasis on Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
(STEM) and the Invitational Priorities Specified in the Race to the Top Program 
 
A. Status of Policies and Programs in Nevada Relevant to Eligibility Requirements 
  Keith W. Rheault, Ph.D., Superintendent of Public Instruction, DOE 
 
B. Overview of STEM Activities in Nevada  
  David Brancamp, Assistant Director; Science Consultant, APAC, DOE 
 

XI. Public Comment 
(Because of time considerations, the period for public comment by each speaker may be limited, 
and speakers are urged to avoid repetition of comments made by previous speakers.) 
 

XII. Adjournment 
 

 
Note: 

 
We are pleased to make reasonable accommodations for members of the public who are disabled and wish to attend the meeting.  
If special arrangements for the meeting are necessary, please notify the Research Division of the Legislative Counsel Bureau, 
in writing, at the Legislative Building, 401 South Carson Street, Carson City, Nevada 89701-4747, or call Maryann Elorreaga 
at (775) 684-6825 as soon as possible. 
 

 
Notice of this meeting was posted in the following Carson City, Nevada, locations:  Blasdel Building, 209 East Musser Street; Capitol Press 
Corps, Basement, Capitol Building; City Hall, 201 North Carson Street; Legislative Building, 401 South Carson Street; and Nevada State 
Library, 100 Stewart Street.  Notice of this meeting was faxed and e-mailed for posting to the following Las Vegas, Nevada, locations:  
Clark County Government Center, 500 South Grand Central Parkway; and Capitol Police, Grant Sawyer State Office Building, 555 East 
Washington Avenue.  Notice of this meeting was posted on the Internet through the Nevada Legislature’s website at www.leg.state.nv.us. 
 

 


