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REQUIRES TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY VOTE (§ 2)
(Reprinted with amendments adopted on April 15, 2013)
FIRST REPRINT S.B. 66

SENATE BILL NO. 66-COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
(ON BEHALF OF ESMERALDA COUNTY)

PREFILED DECEMBER 20, 2012

Referred to Committee on Government Affairs

SUMMARY—Revises provisions governing the powers and duties
of counties. (BDR 20-225)

FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No.
Effect on the State: No.

EXPLANATION - Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets fomitted-material} is material to be omitted.

AN ACT relating to counties; authorizing, under certain
circumstances, the board of county commissioners of
certain smaller counties to authorize the use of county
equipment on the property of a local government located
within the county; revising the authority of counties over
property within the county; revising provisions governing
the use of county highway patrols and equipment on
private roads and authorizing a county to recover the
related labor costs of such use; revising provisions
governing the abatement of a chronic nuisance on
property located within the unincorporated area of a
county; revising provisions governing the abatement of a
public nuisance on property located within a county;
revising provisions governing the covering or removal of
graffiti on residential and nonresidential property in a
county; and providing other matters properly relating
thereto.

Legislative Counsel’s Digest:

Section 1 of this bill authorizes, under certain circumstances, the board of
county commissioners in a county whose population is less than 15,000 (currently
Esmeralda, Eureka, Lander, Lincoln, Mineral, Pershing, Storey and White Pine
Counties) to authorize the use of county equipment on the property of any local
government that is located within the county.
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Existing law authorizes a board of county commissioners to make orders
concerning the property of the county. (NRS 244.265) Section 1.5 of this bill
extends that authority to property within the county.

Existing law provides that a board of county commissioners may authorize the
use of county highway patrols and snowplows on private roads if the board declares
an emergency or deems the use to be in the best interest of the county. (NRS
244.273) Section 2 of this bill: (1) authorizes the use of county equipment on
private roads under certain circumstances; (2) eliminates provisions that limit the
circumstances under which such a use may be deemed to be in the best interest of
the county; and (3) authorizes the board to recover from the owner of the private
road the related labor costs of such a use.

Existing law authorizes a board of county commissioners to adopt an ordinance
setting forth procedures pursuant to which the district attorney may file a court
action seeking the abatement of a chronic nuisance that is located or occurring
within the unincorporated area of the county, the closure of the property where the
nuisance is located or occurring, penalties against the owner of the property and
any other appropriate relief. (NRS 244.3603) Section 4 of this bill eliminates
certain provisions which: (1) specify the procedures and provisions that the
ordinance must include; (2) specify the civil penalties and costs that may be
imposed against the owner of the property; and (3) define the term “chronic
nuisance” to specify when such a nuisance exists.

Existing law authorizes a board of county commissioners to adopt an ordinance
setting forth procedures pursuant to which the board or its designee may order an
owner of property within the county to take certain actions concerning the property
to abate a public nuisance. (NRS 244.3605) Section 5 of this bill eliminates certain
provisions which: (1) specify that the ordinance must contain certain procedures;
and (2) specify the conditions under which the county may abate the public
nuisance.

Existing law authorizes a board of county commissioners to adopt an ordinance
setting forth procedures pursuant to which officers, employees or other designees of
the county may cover or remove certain graffiti on residential property. (NRS
244.36935) Section 6 of this bill eliminates certain provisions that the ordinance
must contain, including: (1) the circumstances under which the county may cover
or remove such graffiti; and (2) the requirement that the county pay the cost of
covering or removing the graffiti.

Existing law also authorizes a board of county commissioners to adopt an
ordinance setting forth procedures pursuant to which the board or its designee may
order an owner of nonresidential property to cover or remove certain graffiti. (NRS
244.3694) Section 7 of this bill eliminates certain provisions which: (1) specify that
the ordinance must contain certain procedures; and (2) specify the conditions under
which the county may cover or remove the graffiti.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 244 of NRS is hereby amended by adding
thereto a new section to read as follows:

In a county whose population is less than 15,000, the board of
county commissioners may authorize the use of county equipment
on the property of any local government that is located within the

county if:
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1. The board adopts an ordinance which sets forth its
determination that such use is in the best interest of the county.

2. The board and the governing body of the local government
enter into an interlocal agreement providing for the
reimbursement of the county for the use of such equipment and
related labor costs.

3.  An employee of the county operates the equipment.

Sec. 1.5. NRS 244.265 is hereby amended to read as follows:

244.265 The boards of county commissioners shall have power
and jurisdiction in their respective counties to make orders

respecting the property fef} within the county. fin—eonformity—with
any—law—eot—this—State—and—to—take—earc—of—and—prescrve—sueh

Sec. 2. NRS 244.273 is hereby amended to read as follows:

244.273 The board of county commissioners of each county
may authorize the use of county highway patrols and {snewplews}
equipment on private roads if:

1. The board declares an emergency; or

2. The board {deems} adopts an ordinance which sets forth its
determination that such use Jto—be} is in the best interest of the

county -—hebened el oo desm e e Lo e dn b b dnieead
et se el
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in the absence of a
responsive and responsible contractor that is licensed to perform
the work.
= If the board authorizes the use of a county highway patrol or
{snewplowl} equipment on a private road pursuant to this section,
the equipment must be operated by an employee of the county. The
board may require the owner of the road to pay the county fthe
prevatling rental rate} for the use of such equipment +} and related
labor costs.

Sec. 3. NRS 244.3601 is hereby amended to read as follows:

2443601 1. Notwithstanding the abatement procedures set
forth in NRS 244360 , ter—2443605} a board of county
commissioners may, by ordinance {;previde} ¢

(a) Provide for a reasonable means to secure or summarily abate
a dangerous structure or condition that at least three persons who
enforce building codes, housing codes, zoning ordinances or local
health regulations, or who are members of a local law enforcement
agency or fire department, determine in a signed, written statement
to be an imminent danger.

(b) Provide for the imposition of civil penalties.
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2. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, the owner of
the property on which the structure or condition is located must be
given reasonable written notice that is:

(a) If practicable, hand-delivered or sent prepaid by United
States mail to the owner of the property; or

(b) Posted on the property,
= before the structure or condition is so secured. The notice must
state clearly that the owner of the property may challenge the action
to secure or summarily abate the structure or condition and must
provide a telephone number and address at which the owner may
obtain additional information.

3. [If it is determined in the signed, written statement provided
pursuant to subsection 1 that the structure or condition is an
imminent danger and the result of the imminent danger is likely to
occur before the notice and an opportunity to challenge the action
can be provided pursuant to subsection 2, then the structure or
condition which poses such an imminent danger that presents an
immediate hazard may be summarily abated. A structure or
condition summarily abated pursuant to this section may only be
abated to the extent necessary to remove the imminent danger that
presents an immediate hazard. The owner of the structure or
condition which is summarily abated must be given written notice of
the abatement after its completion. The notice must state clearly that
the owner of the property may seek judicial review of the summary
abatement and must provide an address and telephone number at
which the owner may obtain additional information concerning the
summary abatement.

4. The costs of securing or summarily abating the structure or
condition and any civil penalty that has not been collected from
the owner of the property may be made a special assessment against
the real property on which the structure or condition is located and
may be collected pursuant to the provisions set forth in subsection 4
of NRS 244.360.

5. Asused in this section

113 4 29

—b)—lmminent} , “imminent danger” means the existence of any
structure or condition that could reasonably be expected to cause
injury or endanger the life, safety, health or property of:
B} (a) The occupants, if any, of the real property on which
the structure or condition is located; or
K2} () The general public.
Sec. 4. NRS 244.3603 is hereby amended to read as follows:
2443603 1. Each board of county commissioners may, by
ordinance, to protect the public health, safety and welfare of the
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residents of the county, adopt procedures pursuant to which the
district attorney may file an action in a court of competent
jurisdiction to:

(a) Seek the abatement of a chronic nuisance that is located or
occurring within the unincorporated area of the county;

(b) If applicable, seek the closure of the property where the
chronic nuisance is located or occurring; and

(c) If applicable, seek civil penalties against the owner of the
property within the unincorporated area of the county and any other
appropriate relief.

2. An ordinance adopted pursuant to subsection 1 hmust:

—éa}—@gr&a&%preeedwes—p&rs&arﬁ—te%eh—ﬂ%ew&er—ef—the

—te)t may:

(a) Provide the manner in which the county will recover money
expended to abate the condition on the property if the owner fails to
abate the condition.

(b) Provide for the imposition of civil penalties.

3 VYRR .
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—>51 Any money expended to abate the condition on the
property and civil penalties that have not been collected from the
owner of the property may fret} be made a special assessment

against the property . {pursuant-to-subsection4-by-the-board-unless:
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Sec. 5. NRS 244.3605 is hereby amended to read as follows:
2443605 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of NRS 244.360
and 244.3601, the board of county commissioners of a county may,
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to abate public nuisances, adopt by ordinance procedures pursuant
to which the board or its designee may order an owner of property
within the county to:

(a) Repair, safeguard or eliminate a dangerous structure or
condition;

(b) Clear debris, rubbish and refuse which is not subject to the
provisions of chapter 459 of NRS;

(c) Clear weeds and noxious plant growth; or

(d) Repair, clear, correct, rectify, safeguard or eliminate any
other public nuisance as defined in the ordinance adopted pursuant
to this section,
= to protect the public health, safety and welfare of the residents of
the county.

2. An ordinance adopted pursuant to subsection 1 pmust} may:

(a) {Ge&tam—p%d&res—pa%s&a&t—te%eh—th%ew&er—e#&he

—+e)} Provide the manner in which the county will recover money
expended to abate the public nuisance on the property if the owner
fails to abate the public nuisance.

K} (b) Provide for the imposition of civil penalties {for-each
day-that} if the owner did not abate the public nuisance . fafterthe

* S B 6 6 R 1 =«




O 0NN WN—

—44 3. In addition to any other reasonable means for recovering
money expended by the county to abate the public nuisance and |

i i i i -} for collecting civil
penalties imposed pursuant to the ordinance adopted pursuant to
subsection 1, the expense and civil penalties are a special
assessment against the property upon which the public nuisance is
located, and this special assessment may be collected pursuant to the
provisions set forth in subsection 4 of NRS 244.360.

24436935 P~} The board of county commissioners may
adopt by ordinance procedures pursuant to which officers,
employees or other designees of the county may cover or remove
graffiti that is:
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K2} 1. Placed on the exterior of a fence or wall located on the
perimeter of residential property; and
to3t 2. Visible from a public right-of-way.

Sec. 7. NRS 244.3694 is hereby amended to read as follows:

2443694 1. The board of county commissioners of a county
may adopt by ordinance procedures pursuant to which the board or
its designee may order an owner of nonresidential property within
the county to cover or remove graffiti that is:

(a) Placed on that nonresidential property; and

(b) Visible from a public right-of-way,
= to protect the public health, safety and welfare of the residents of
the county and to prevent blight upon the community.

2. An ordinance adopted pursuant to subsection 1 fmust:} may:

—e}} Provide the manner in which the county will recover money
expended for labor and materials used to cover or remove the
graffiti if the owner fails to cover or remove the graffiti.

(b) Provide for the imposition of civil penalties.
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—4} In addition to any other reasonable means of recovering
money expended by the county to cover or remove the graffiti, the
board may [:

i @) he‘*]ée that-the ieesle‘ e}f covering-of *eﬁl*e. ']*ﬂg] the giafﬁﬁ.& s
—+b)yMakel make the cost of covering or removing the graffiti
and any civil penalty that has not been collected from the owner of
the property a special assessment against the nonresidential property
on which the graffiti was covered or from which the graffiti was
removed.
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Sec. 8. This act becomes effective on January 1, 2014.
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