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S.B. 53

SENATE BILL NO. 53—COMMITTEE ON
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

(ON BEHALF OF THE HEALTH DIVISION)

PREFILED DECEMBER 20, 2012

Referred to Committee on Health and Human Services

SUMMARY—Revises various provisions relating to vital statistics.
(BDR 40-312)

FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No.
Effect on the State: No.

EXPLANATION — Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets fomitted-material} is material to be omitted.

AN ACT relating to vital statistics; requiring the State Registrar of
Vital Statistics to ensure the security and confidentiality
of the vital statistics maintained by his or her office;
authorizing the release of information relating to vital
statistics under certain circumstances; authorizing the
State Registrar to approve an application for the
registration of an altered or amended certificate under
certain circumstances; revising provisions governing the
preservation of vital statistics and the copying of a
registered certificate of birth or death by a local health
officer; revising the duties of a funeral director
concerning a death occurring without medical attendance;
and providing other matters properly relating thereto.

Legislative Counsel’s Digest:

Section 2 of this bill requires the State Registrar of Vital Statistics to ensure the
security and confidentiality of vital statistics in accordance with regulations
adopted by the State Board of Health. Section 2 also provides that information
relating to a certificate of birth may be released 125 years after the date of the birth
and information relating to a certificate of death may be released 50 years after the
date of the death.

Section 3 of this bill prescribes the procedure for altering or amending a vital
statistic and allows the State Registrar to deny an application to amend or
alter a vital statistic if the documentation submitted by the applicant does not
comply with the requirements prescribed by the Board or if the State Registrar has
cause to question the validity of the documentation submitted by the applicant.
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Sections 4, 5, 9 and 10 of this bill revise various provisions relating to
recordkeeping by the State Registrar. Section 7 of this bill requires each local
health officer to make a complete and accurate copy of each birth and death
certificate registered by him or her in the format prescribed by the State Registrar.

When a person dies without medical attendance, existing law requires the
funeral director to notify the local health officer and refer the case to the local
health officer for investigation and certification. (NRS 440.420) Section 8 of this
bill gives the funeral director the option to instead notify and refer the case to the
coroner or the coroner’s deputy.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 440 of NRS is hereby amended by adding
thereto the provisions set forth as sections 2 and 3 of this act.

Sec. 2. 1. In accordance with the regulations adopted by
the Board, the State Registrar shall ensure the security and
confidentiality of vital statistics maintained by his or her office.

2. Except as otherwise provided in this section and NRS
440.170, 440.175 and 440.650, information relating to vital
statistics may be released:

(a) If the vital statistic is a certificate of birth, 125 years after
the date of the birth.

(b) If the vital statistic is a certificate of death, 50 years after
the date of the death.

Sec. 3. 1. The State Registrar may approve an application
for the registration of an altered or amended certificate if:

(a) The applicant has submitted an application prescribed by
the Board;

(b) The State Registrar has received all documentation which
is required in support of the altered certificate; and

(c) The State Registrar has verified the validity and adequacy
of the documentation.

2. The evidence affecting the alteration of a certificate, after
it has been filed with the State Registrar, must be kept in a special
permanent file.

3. The State Registrar shall dismiss an application for the
registration of an altered certificate if the documentation
submitted by the applicant does not comply with the requirements
prescribed by the Board or if the State Registrar has cause to
question the validity or adequacy of the documentation submitted
by the applicant.

4. If the State Registrar dismisses an application for the
registration of an altered certificate, the State Registrar shall
inform the applicant of his or her right to seek a court order for

the registration.
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Sec. 4. NRS 440.160 is hereby amended to read as follows:

440.160 The State Registrar shall:

1. Arrange and permanently preserve the certificates in a
systematic manner.

2. Prepare and maintain a comprehensive and continuous fearée}
index of all births and deaths registered. The {eards} index must
show the name of the child or the deceased, the place and date of
birth or death and the number of the certificate. When a certificate
of birth indicates that a person has changed his or her name, the
feard} index must contain fa-eard} an entry for each name.

3. Make a complete and accurate copy of each vital statistic,
including, without limitation, using typewritten, photographic,
electronic or other means of reproduction approved by the Board.
Such a copy, when verified and approved by the State Registrar,
shall be deemed to be the original record, and the original record
may be disposed of in accordance with the regulations adopted by
the Board.

Sec. 5. NRS 440.165 is hereby amended to read as follows:

440.165 To preserve feriginal-doeuments;} vital statistics, the
State Registrar is authorized to prepare typewritten, photographic ,
electronic or other reproductions of original records and files in his
or her office. Such reproductions, when verified and approved by
the State Registrar, shall be deemed to be the original record, and
the original record may be disposed of in accordance with the
regulations adopted by the Board.

Sec. 6. NRS 440.220 is hereby amended to read as follows:

440.220 1. If any certificate of death is incomplete or
unsatisfactory, the local health officer shall call attention to the
defects in the return and withhold issuing the burial or removal
permit until the defects are corrected.

2. If any certificate of birth is incomplete, the local health
officer shall immediately notify the Hnfermant} person who
produced the certificate and require him or her to supply the
missing items if they can be obtained.

Sec. 7. NRS 440.240 is hereby amended to read as follows:

440.240 The local health officer shall make a complete and
accurate copy of each birth and death certificate registered by him or
her in fa-—reecord-boek—supplied} the format prescribed by the State

Registrar. {Reeord—booeks} The copies shall be preserved
permanently in his or her office as the local record in such manner

as directed by the Board.
Sec. 8. NRS 440.420 is hereby amended to read as follows:
440.420 1. In case of any death occurring without medical
attendance, the funeral director shall notify the local health officer,
coroner or coroner’s deputy of such death and refer the case to the

* S B 5 3 x




—_
SOOI N W~

(S INUS I USIUS IUS I US I US IR USRIUS I NS I NS I NS I (O I NS I NS T N0 I NS I N B O R e e
CONAN NP WNN—ROOVWOYIAANUNPAE WOV DA WDN -

—4-

local health officer , coroner or coroner’s deputy for immediate
investigation and certification.

2. Where there is no qualified physician in attendance, and in
such cases only, the local health officer is authorized to make the
certificate and return from the statements of relatives or other
persons having adequate knowledge of the facts.

3. If the death was caused by unlawful or suspicious means, the
local health officer shall then refer the case to the coroner for
investigation and certification.

4. In counties which have adopted an ordinance authorizing a
coroner’s examination in cases of sudden infant death syndrome, the
funeral director shall notify the local health officer whenever the
cause or suspected cause of death is sudden infant death syndrome.
The local health officer shall then refer the case to the coroner for
investigation and certification.

5. The coroner or the coroner’s deputy may certify the cause of
death in any case which is referred to the coroner by the local health
officer or pursuant to a local ordinance.

Sec. 9. NRS 440.620 is hereby amended to read as follows:

440.620 The acceptance for filing of any certificate by the
State Registrar more than {4—ears} 1 year after the time prescribed
for its filing shall be subject to regulations in which the Board shall
prescribe in detail the proofs to be submitted by any applicant for
delayed filing of a certificate.

Sec. 10. NRS 440.630 is hereby amended to read as follows:

440.630 1. Certificates accepted subsequent to {4—years} I
year after the time prescribed for filing and certificates which have
been altered after being filed with the State Registrar shall contain
the date of the delayed filing and the date of the alteration and be
marked distinctly “Delayed” or “Altered.”

2. After a certificate has been accepted for delayed filing or
after the Board has permitted an alteration of a certificate on file, the
alteration shall be noted by the State Registrar on the reverse side of
the certificate, together with a summary statement of the evidence
submitted in support of the alteration.

3. All the evidence affecting the alteration of a certificate, after
it has been filed with the State Registrar, shall be kept in a special
permanent file.

* S B 5 3 x





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


