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STATEMENT REGARDING SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT (NRS 233B.0608) 

 

LCB File No. R181-24 (PUCN Docket No. 19-06009) 

 

1. A description of the manner in which comment was solicited from affected small 

businesses, a summary of their response and an explanation of the manner in which 

other interested persons may obtain a copy of the summary. 

 

N/A.  See Informational Statement accompanying the Regulation, Question Nos. 2-5 and 

12. 

 

Pursuant to NRS 233B.0608 (1), the Regulatory Operations Staff (“Staff”) of the Public 

Utilities Commission of Nevada (“PUCN”) conducted an investigation to determine 

whether the proposed regulation is likely to: (a) impose a direct and significant economic 

burden upon a small business; or (b) directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion 

of a small business.  In a memorandum filed on August 22, 2024, Staff memorialized its 

conclusion that the proposed regulation does not impose a direct and significant economic 

burden upon small businesses, nor does it directly restrict the formation, operation or 

expansion of a small business.  See Attachment A of Attachment 1. 

 

On September 10, 2024, the PUCN issued an order adopting the findings of Staff and 

specifically found that the proposed regulation does not impose a direct and significant 

economic burden upon small businesses, nor does it directly restrict the formation, 

operation or expansion of a small business.  See Attachment 1. 

 

NRS 233B.0608 (2)(a) only requires an agency to consult with owners and officers of 

small businesses “if an agency determines pursuant to subsection 1 that a proposed 

regulation is likely to impose a direct and significant economic burden upon a small 

business or directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a small business ….”  

(emphasis added).  Given the PUCN’s determination that the proposed regulation does not 

impose a direct and significant economic burden upon small businesses or directly restrict 

the formation, operation or expansion of a small business, the PUCN is not statutorily 

mandated to make this inquiry, as no such “affected” small businesses exist. 

 

2. The manner in which the analysis was conducted. 

 

See Attachment 1.  Staff used a version of the Delphi method that incorporates elements of 

the Staff Delphi method to determine the potential impact of a regulation on small 

businesses. 
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3. The estimated economic effect of the proposed regulation on the small businesses 

which it is to regulate, including, without limitation: 

 (a) Both adverse and beneficial effects; and 

 (b) Both direct and indirect effects. 

 

See Informational Statement accompanying the Regulation, Question No. 7.  See also 

Attachment 1. 

 

4. A description of the methods that the agency considered to reduce the impact of the 

proposed regulation on small businesses and a statement regarding whether the 

agency actually used any of those methods. 

 

N/A.  See Attachment 1. 

 

Pursuant to NRS 233B.0608 (1), Staff conducted an investigation to determine whether 

the proposed regulation is likely to: (a) impose a direct and significant economic burden 

upon a small business; or (b) directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 

small business.   

 

On September 10, 2024, the PUCN issued an order adopting the findings of Staff and 

specifically found that the proposed regulation does not impose a direct and significant 

economic burden upon small businesses, nor does it directly restrict the formation, 

operation or expansion of a small business.  See Attachment 1. 

 

NRS 233B.0608 (2)(c) only requires an agency to consider methods to reduce the impact 

of a proposed regulation on small businesses “if an agency determines pursuant to 

subsection 1 that a proposed regulation is likely to impose a direct and significant 

economic burden upon a small business or directly restrict the formation, operation or 

expansion of a small business ….”  (emphasis added).  Given the PUCN’s determination 

that the proposed regulation does not impose a direct and significant economic burden 

upon small businesses or directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a small 

business, the PUCN is not statutorily mandated to make this inquiry as there are no 

impacts on small businesses and no methods that were considered for reducing the non-

existent impacts. 

 

5. The estimated cost to the agency for enforcement of the proposed regulation. 

 

See Informational Statement accompanying the Regulation, Question No. 8.  See also 

Attachment 1. 

 

6. If the proposed regulation provides a new fee or increases an existing fee, the total 

annual amount the agency expects to collect and the manner in which the money will 

be used. 

 

N/A.  See also Informational Statement accompanying the Regulation, Question No. 11. 
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