
 

 

 

 

Informational Statement Form (R117-23) 

The following statement is submitted for adopted amendments to Nevada 

Administrative Code (NAC) Chapter 638. 

 

1. A clear and concise explanation of the need for the adopted 

regulation. 

 

The purpose of R117-23 is to streamline, clarify, and update various regulations that were 

a result of a comprehensive review of the regulations contained in NAC chapter 638.  

 

Section 1 updates the fee schedule. There are moderate fee increases to license renewals 

and applications, however, most fees for individual license applications and renewals have 

not been updated since the 1990’s. Facility fees were increased fees for veterinary owned 

facilities from $50 to $200 and $25 to $50 for mobile facilities. Non-profit facility fees were 

reduced in 2010. The Board did make the change from annual to biannual renewal in 2023, 

which did increase the amount due at the time of renewal, but remained the same amount 

that would be paid over two years of annual renewals, thus did not constitute a true 

increase in cost.  

The Board strives to operate in such a way as to reflect sound and responsible 

business practices that do not overburden the licensees or applicants. However, these fees 

are a necessary increase to maintain the operations of the Board. Additionally, due to the 

consistent growth within the sector, consumer complaints, and additional services the 

Board would like to offer to streamline operations and reduce wait times, hiring additional 

staff has become necessary.  

 

Section 2 increases the maximum amount a contract may be approved by the Executive 

Director to an amount that better reflects the current costs of professional services.   

 

Section 3 specifies the elements of the considerations that must be considered when 

determining the amount of such a fine to give better flexibility and discretion to the Board 

when evaluating an administrative fine.  

 

Section 4 clarifies the ability of a veterinarian to discontinue services if subject to verbal or 

physical threats of violence and would not violate the ethical obligations of a veterinarian 

to a patient.  

 

Section 5 updates the requirements for providing medical records to an owner in an 

emergency and during regular (nonemergent) treatment to better reflect the availability of 

records and how medical records can be better utilized during an emergency.  

 

Sections 7-12 updates the requirements of a veterinary technician in training (VTIT) who 

is seeking an extension to create clearer guidelines and expectations for how and under 



 

what circumstances a VTIT may seek and receive an extension. Section 8 provides for 

updated protocols for euthanasia technicians and the drugs that may be legally possessed 

under their licensure to perform their duties while minimizing suffering and pain. Section 

13 allows for the administration of supplemental oxygen to an animal during transport to a 

veterinary facility as needed. Section 14 makes an update to language that was missed 

during a previous regulation update that established the renewal date of licenses as June 

30.  

 

Section 15-16 is meant to simplify regulations regarding euthanasia technician training by 

removing unnecessary language.  

 

Section 17 establishes a specific and clear requirement for licensure by endorsement by the 

Veterinary Board. Section 18 defines the term ‘owner’ to clarify what individuals and 

organizations can be considered owners of a pet to clarify the term for use in other sections.  

 

Section 18 is meant to retain the definition of ‘informed consent’ from a section that is 

otherwise being removed in  

 

Section 19 is the result of the review required per Executive Order 2023-003 by which the 

Board undertook a comprehensive review of NAC 638 and found 19 paragraphs for 

removal from the chapter.    

 

2. A description of how public comment was solicited, a summary of 

public response, and an explanation how other interested persons may 

obtain a copy of the summary. 

Copies of the proposed regulations, notices of workshop and notices of intent 

to act upon the regulation were sent by U.S. mail and email to persons that had 

specifically requested such notice, posted online at nvvetboard.nv.gov, notice.nv.gov, 

the physical locations listed below.  

Additionally, copies of the proposed regulations, notices of workshop, and 

notice of intent to act upon the regulation were emailed to each licensee and 

registrant that holds an active or inactive license in Nevada as well as posted online 

at nvvetboard.nv.gov, notice.nv.gov, the physical locations listed below. 

The notice of intent to act was posted online at nvvetboard.nv.gov, 

notice.nv.gov, the physical locations listed below.  

Grant Sawyer Building     Sierra View Library 

555 E. Washington Blvd., Suite 4900     4001 S. Virginia St.  

Las Vegas, Nevada 89101    Reno, NV 89502  

 

Legislative Building      Clark County Library 

401 South Carson Street     1401 E. Flamingo Rd. 

Carson City, Nevada 89710     Las Vegas, NV 89119 



 

 

A workshop was held at the quarterly meeting of the Board on October 12, 

2023, in Las Vegas, Nevada. The meeting was held in-person and through 

videoconference. Attached hereto are the minutes summarizing the discussions held 

regarding the proposed amendments. Thereafter, December 15, 2023, Executive 

Director Jennifer Pedigo issued a Notice of Intent to Act Upon a Regulation, and a 

Public Hearing was held January 18, 2024, which incorporated in the proposed 

amendments the suggestions of the parties attending the October 12th workshop. 

Thereafter, the Board held an additional Public Hearing on February 8, 2024, to 

solicit additional comment on the regulation.  

 

(a) Attended each workshop/hearing:  

• October 12, 2023: 44 

• January 18, 2024: 8 

• February 8, 2024: 2 

(b) Testified at each workshop/hearing:  

• October 12, 2023: 1  

• January 18, 2024: 1 

• February 8, 2024: 0 

 

(c) Submitted to the agency written comments: 

Written comments are included under ‘Exhibit B’ that were provided prior to the 

October 12, 2023 workshop. No other written comments were submitted in response 

to the additional meetings of the Board. 

 

3. A list of names and contact information, including telephone number, 

business address, business telephone number, electronic mail address, and 

name of entity or organization represented, for each person identified 

above in #3, as provided to the agency.  

 

 Please refer to the attached documents listed under Exhibit A. 

 

4. A description of how comment was solicited from affected businesses, 

a summary of their response, and an explanation how other interested 

persons may obtain a copy of the summary. 

 

Please refer to the response to question number 2.  

 

5. If the regulation was adopted without changing any part of the 

proposed regulation, a summary of the reasons for adopting the regulation 

without change. 

 

The permanent regulation was adopted on February 8, 2024, and included the 

changes suggested at the October, 2023 workshop as well as the changes proposed in 

the January, 2024 hearing.  



 

6. The estimated economic effect of the adopted regulation on the 

businesses which it is to regulate and on the public. These must be stated 

separately, and each case must include: 
(a) Both adverse and beneficial effects; and 

(b) Both immediate and long-term effects. 

(a) Both adverse and beneficial effects 

 

Adverse effects: There is a moderate fee increase that the Board is proposing for 

licensees and applicants. Additionally, the fee schedule has been updated to reflect the 

biannual renewal schedule but does not increase the total fee that would have been 

paid over that time for renewals.  

 

Beneficial effects: The majority of the fee increase have not been increased since the 

late 1990’s. The increase would allow the office to hire additional staff to reduce wait 

times, increase public and sector outreach, increase the ability of the Board to offer 

additional services to the licensing space that would also support the central mission 

of the Board, which is to protect the public. Additional supportive services that the 

Board would like to offer would also serve to support retention of licensees throughout 

their career and retain vital workforce numbers throughout Nevada. The overall effect 

of these changes will clarify and ensure effective governance of the Board and its 

provisions within NAC 638. Additionally, the updates made to licensure by 

endorsement, the provision of medical records, and euthanasia drug protocols will 

enhance and improve the practice of veterinary medicine for the public and the 

licensees.   

 

(b) Both immediate and long-term effects. 

 

Immediate effects: The immediate effect will be a more accessible administrative 

chapter that will be better suited towards the public and licensees who refer to the 

chapter regularly for guidance in the practice of veterinary medicine. Staff would be 

able to better and more quickly respond to the public and licensees with questions and 

concerns, and more quickly process and license applicants.   

Long-Term: The long-term effect is that by making the updates to the regulations the 

chapter will be more accessible and thereby ensure that the public and licensees are 

more information about their rights and responsibilities that are contained therein. 

By updating the licensure by endorsement, it should allow for the greater mobility of 

licensure in Nevada and serve to support and enhance the overall image of its 

governance structure. The office would be able to better support licensees and retain 

veterinary licensees throughout the length of a career and support and reduce 

burnout and turnover.   

 



 

7. The estimated cost to the agency for enforcement of the adopted 

regulation. 

 

There is no additional cost to the agency for enforcement of this regulation. 

8. A description of any regulations of other state or government 

agencies which the proposed regulation overlaps or duplicates and a 

statement explaining why the duplication or overlapping is necessary. If 

the regulation overlaps or duplicates a federal regulation, the name of the 

regulating federal agency. 

There are no other state or government agency regulations that the proposed 

regulation duplicates. 

 

 

9. If the regulation includes provisions that are more stringent than a 

federal regulation which regulates the same activity, a summary of such 

provisions. 

 

There are no federal regulations that apply. 

10. If the regulation provides a new fee or increases an existing fee, the 

total annual amount the agency expects to collect and the manner in which 

the money will be used. 

 

Please refer to ‘Exhibit C’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exhibit A 
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Exhibit C



Small Business Impact Statement Regarding a Regulation Proposed by the Nevada 

State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners 

R116-23 and R117-23

Pursuant to NRS 233B.0608, the Nevada State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners is 

required to determine whether a proposed regulation is likely to: (a) Impose a direct and 

significant economic burden upon a small business; or (b) Directly restrict the formation, 

operation, or expansion of a small business.  

The Nevada State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners, through its staff and legal 

counsel, have carefully examined the proposed amendments and have determined that they 

are no likely to (1) impose a direct and significant economic burden upon small business 

or (2) directly restrict the formation, operation, and expansion of small businesses.  

1: 

A) A description of the manner in which comment was solicited from affected small

business:

• The Board conducted a workshop on October 12, 2023, to solicit public

comments. The proposed laws were posted and distributed to interested parties on

the Board’s mailing list in conformation with Open Meeting Law.

• On 9/27/2023 an email soliciting comments from 276 veterinary facilities and

2,697 licensees was sent requesting general comments and comments regarding

any impact on small business to be submitted to the Board’s office or during the

forthcoming workshop.

B) A summary of their response:

The Board did not receive comment regarding any impact on small business.

C) An explanation of the manner in which other interested persons may obtain a

copy of the summary.

Parties interested in obtaining a copy of the summary of proposed regulations, or that

wish to view the text of the proposed regulations may either access the information on the

Board’s website at www.nvvetboard.nv.gov or by contacting the Board office at (775)

688-1788. Any notice of regulation workshops or hearings are also posted to

https://notice.nv.gov.

2: The manner in which the analysis was conducted: 

Please refer to question ‘A’. 

3: The estimated economic effect of the proposed regulation on the small businesses, 

which it is to regulate, including without limitation:  

(Both adverse and beneficial effects; and both direct and indirect effects) 

    From the input received from facilities, licensees and the public, the Board does not 

anticipate any adverse economic impact from the proposed amendments and additions to 

NAC 638 on Nevada veterinary practices. It is never the goal of this agency to increase 

fees and has avoided doing so for an extended amount of time, but there is need to do so 

at this time. Beneficially, the Board will utilize the increase in fees to bring various 

http://www.nvvetboard./
https://notice.nv.gov/


changes needed to streamline and increase the efficiency of the agency as well as reduce 

wait times and processing of consumer complaints. The immediate effect will be 

processing applicant licensure quickly and increasing the ease with which documentation 

can be processed from outside institutions. Long term, the Board foresees an increase in 

qualified licensees that will be able to ensure continued high-quality care in Nevada in 

line with the rising need for veterinary care by the public. 

      Directly, the regulations will increase license mobility and reduce the wait time for 

potential licensees to enter Nevada to work. Indirectly, this should help increase the 

number of qualified veterinary licensees in practice and help alleviate the burnout and 

understaffing that is escalating in veterinary medicine.  

4: A description of the methods that the agency considered to reduce the impact of 

the proposed regulation on small businesses and a statement regarding whether the 

agency actually used any of those methods.  

From the comments received from the public, the Board does not anticipate any 

significant adverse economic impact on small business; therefore, methods were 

considered to reduce the impact of R116-23 and R117-23. 

5: The estimated cost to the agency for enforcement of the proposed regulation. 

None  

6: If the proposed regulation provides a new fee or increases an existing fee, the total 

annual amount the agency expects to collect and the manner in which the money 

will be used.  

With the overall changes that are proposed, the agency expects to collect approximately 

$150,000 in revenue biannually ($75,000 annually). The funds would be utilized to hire a 

new part-time investigator and an additional office administrative position or promote the 

Board’s current part-time investigator to full-time depending on availability of staffing.  

7: If the proposed regulation includes provisions which duplicate or are more 

stringent than federal, state, or local standards regulating the same activity, an 

explanation of why such duplicative or more stringent provisions are necessary. 

The Board is not aware of any similar regulations of the same activity in which the 

Federal regulation is more stringent.  

8: The reasons for the conclusions of the agency regarding the impact of a 

regulation on small businesses.  

Please see the answer to question number 3. 

I certify that to the best of my knowledge or belief, a concerted effort was made to 

determine the impact of the proposed regulation on small business and the information 

contained in this statement was prepared properly and is accurate. 

Signed: 

Jennifer Pedigo, Executive Director 




